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INTRODUCTION 

 

 

Bear Creek Archeology, Inc. (BCA) of Cresco, Iowa, was contracted by Winneshiek 

County Historic Preservation Commission (WCHPC) of Decorah, Iowa, to conduct a 

reconnaissance survey of known stone structures within Winneshiek County, Iowa.  These 

iconic structures once dotted the rural landscape of the county, playing a significant role in 

the intellectual, social, and spiritual development of the community.  While a large number 

of these structures still exist, many have fallen into disrepair and others are unknown to the 

general public.  WCHPC recently became concerned with the lack of information on stone 

structures within Winneshiek County, with the goal of this survey to identify those 

structures which are still extant and evaluate their current condition.  While not all stone 

structures can be saved from destruction, the hope is that this survey will alert the public 

to the existence of these historic structures and the role they played in the development of 

Winneshiek County.  To achieve this endeavor, it was determined that the survey would 

incorporate three primary objectives: 

 

1) Conduct a reconnaissance survey of the known sites containing stone structures in 

Winneshiek County with a report prepared detailing these sites in a similar format 

as the “Winneshiek County Schoolhouses” report completed for WCHPC in 

November of 2012. 

 

2) Completion of Iowa Site Inventory Forms for 10 properties representing the highest 

integrity to meet eligibility standards for the National Register of Historic Places 

(NRHP), as determined through the course of reconnaissance survey and 

coordination with WCHPC. 

 

3) Publication of a self-guiding tour booklet containing those stone structures 

considered to be the most “exceptional” in terms of condition and design.  This 

booklet, entitled “A Self-Guiding Tour of Stone Structures of Winneshiek County, 

Iowa” (2021), features a total of 44 unique properties found throughout the county. 

 

As previously stated, historic stone structures are being lost physically and in the collective 

memory of the community through the course of time, neglect, and intentional destruction.  

Once these historic properties are lost, they can no longer be replaced.  This survey not 

only provides a record of these stone buildings in Winneshiek County, but also serves to 

preserve their stories by creating an awareness of their importance among the general 

public.  Historic preservation is an essential ingredient in the process of community 

development, and now is the critical time to document these remaining structures and their 

locations.  The importance of informing individuals of their local heritage cannot be 

understated, and the hope is that this survey will provide the catalyst that will lead to the 

preservation of these stone structures for future generations to learn from and appreciate. 
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HISTORY OF WINNESHIEK COUNTY 

 

 

Winneshiek County was settled by Euro-Americans as early as 1835 when the missionary 

Reverend D. Lowery established a Native American school near the mouth of the Yellow 

River.  The first official government establishment of the county was Fort Atkinson in 1840 

and contained the first set of stone structures built in the county (Sparks 1877:74).  

Permanent Euro-American settlement of the county began in 1847.  These early pioneers 

often constructed log houses during their first few years of settlement due to the relative 

ease of skill and labor and amount of readily available materials.  By 1850, the settlers of 

the area created boundaries and in 1851 was formally organized into Winneshiek County 

(Sparks 1877:13).  Between 1853 and 1854, the county saw an influx of immigration from 

Bohemia and over the next decade, saw rapid population and economic growth.  Sparks 

(1877:2) notes “those early pioneers who forsook the pleasures of civilization and bravely 

ventured into a wild and unknown country…are today enjoying the affluence of wealth and 

the comforts of pleasant homes.” 

 

During this period of expansion, there was a marked increase in the market and use of stone 

building materials throughout the county.  As these early settlers began to build a 

permanent foothold for themselves, many began to use locally sourced stone and brick to 

replace the earlier log structures.  Therefore, this transition from early log and frame 

structures to more permanent stone structures is of particular interest in Winneshiek 

County.  This transition appears to have happened between 1850 and 1880. 

 

The county histories remark upon the “abundance of clay, sand, brick, and stone for 

building purposes” (Sparks 1877:2).  The availability of these natural resources is the result 

of the unique geology offered by Winneshiek County, exemplified by the numerous 

exposed rock faces and bluffs.  Stone building materials during the early years of the county 

had to be quarried and hand-chiseled, making stonework relatively expensive (Alexander 

1882:287; Manitoba Culture 2021).  Therefore, most early stone construction was relegated 

to churches, institutional/commercial buildings, and houses for the well-off.  Sparks 

(1877:101) notes that “many of the church buildings are costly and elegant” and the larger, 

more permanent of these structures were of brick and stone masonry work.  These 

structures often started as small log or frame buildings but were eventually built from stone 

once the congregation had grown sufficiently large. 

 

Stone construction within the county increased as the technology to quarry these materials 

became more efficient.  Extensive stone quarries and stone cutting mills were among the 

early industries of Winneshiek County (Alexander 1882).  These markets utilized stone 

sawing machinery run by waterpower, which was abundant throughout the county 

(Alexander 1882:287).  One such mill near Decorah ran a fleet of 30 saws that would “cut 

a block of stone 10 feet long and about 5.5 feet wide and thick at the rate of 4–6 inches per 

hour” (Alexander 1882:287).  It was at this time that the industry was expanding beyond 

local clientele and began shipping stone materials by train carloads utilizing the rapidly 

expanding railroad system. 
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Throughout this time as the quarry and stone cutting mills were growing, so too were the 

ranks of qualified stone masons throughout Winneshiek County.  The early stone mason 

trade was conducted by those early pioneer settlers and often was a trade they had learned 

before coming to the United States.  An unexhausted list of stone and master masons in 

Winneshiek County indicates that at least 22 stone masons were practicing their trade in 

the 1850s–1860s, many of whom were likely farmers as well (Bailey 1913; Decorah 

Journal 1901; Decorah Public Opinion 1909; Winneshiek County IAGen Web 2021). 

 

By 1870, it appears that stone masons were declining or becoming incorporated into larger 

businesses that quarried and sold cut stone as well as providing stone masons for 

construction labor (Decorah Republican 1871).  Many of the larger stone mason businesses 

were building mills, schoolhouses, churches, and arch bridges.  Two of the larger 

businesses were owned by Michael Steyer and Patrick Gallagher (Anderson 2010).  Steyer 

owned a quarry in Decorah and cut stone for monuments and other stone structures.  More 

famously, Steyer constructed the stone arch bridge spanning Twin Springs Creek in 

Decorah.  Gallagher owned the quarry near Dunning’s Spring north of Decorah and a stone 

cutting shop in town.  Despite the competition of these large businesses, some of the 

pioneer stone masons also returned to the trade, as was the case of John Pfister who sold 

his saloon in Decorah and retook his stone mason profession (Decorah Republican 1874). 

 

Between the 1880s and mid-1890s, there appears to be a lull in stone masonry work within 

Winneshiek County.  However, this picks up again by the late 1890s and stone masons are 

once again in demand through approximately 1910.  During this period, at least 11 stone 

masons were practicing around the county (Calmar Courier 1905; Decorah Journal 1896, 

1903; Decorah Public Opinion 1896, 1900, 1901, 1903; Decorah Republican 1895, 1900, 

1904a, 1908).  The stone mason trade appeared to be in high demand as noted in one case 

“S. Bloxham, stone mason and plasterer, is so busy this season that he has no time to talk” 

(Decorah Republican 1900).  However, it may be the case that the work appeared to 

increase due to the decrease in the number of stone masons available.  An article from 1904 

indicates fewer people were interested in learning the trade, which caused the two stone 

masons in the area to be in high demand (Decorah Republican 1904b).  Through the mid- 

to late 1900s, only one advertisement was noticed announcing a larger stone mason 

business run by John Mallers (Calmar Courier 1905).  This apparent decrease in skilled 

laborers appears to have indicated the decline of local masonry work in the county. 

 

While the current investigation is not exhaustive, there appears to be two trends 

surrounding the construction of stone structures in Winneshiek County.  These trends 

include the transition from early settler log construction to stone construction (1850–1880) 

and a renewed interest in stone construction between 1890 and 1910.  These periods appear 

to have produced a significant amount of historic stone structures in Winneshiek County.  

While stone structures were fairly popular during these times, it is clear that stone 

constituted only a small portion of the constructed buildings.  Of the approximately 136 

schoolhouses built throughout the county by 1882, a total of 92 (67.6%) were frame, 30 

(22%) were brick, and only 14 (10%) were stone (Alexander 1882).  While this provides 

valuable insight into the use of raw materials at the time, the paucity of stone utilized in 

construction is likely the product of both its cost to procure and the skilled labor required. 
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RECONNAISANCE SURVEY METHODOLOGY 

 

 

This reconnaissance survey report incorporated a list of stone structures within the county 

which was provided by the Winneshiek County Historical Society.  The location of these 

historical properties was supplemented by archival research that included plat maps dating 

to the mid- to late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, aerial images dating to the 

1930s, and a review of available historic records.  The I-Sites Online GIS and Database for 

Iowa Archeology was consulted during the research process with additional site inventory 

forms provided by Berry Bennett at the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO). 

 

Following archival review, field investigations centered on the completion of several 

objections for each individual property.  This included digital photography of each stone 

structure, recording each location using a handheld Global Positioning System (GPS), 

describing the current condition and architectural elements of the structure, and conducting 

landowner interviews.  The fieldwork portion of the investigation began in June of 2020 

and was completed in December of the same year. 

 

In total, 112 extant stone structures were identified by this survey and documented at the 

reconnaissance level.  Following their documentation, database entry was completed in 

order to generate comprehensive presentation layouts.  Additionally, a Unique 

Identification Number System was applied to each stone structure location.  This system 

incorporates a three-digit legal township number, a two-digit legal range, an assigned two-

digit property number, and a sequential identifier for those properties containing multiple 

stone structures. 

 

 

 
 

 

Each standardized presentation layout is reflective of the design incorporated with the 

“Winneshiek County Schoolhouses” report published in November of 2012 and are 

presented in Appendix A: Stone Structure Data.  The first page of each layout presents 

background data, as well as digital photographs taken during the course of reconnaissance 

survey.  The second page displays plat map depictions from 1886, 1905, and 1915, a 

standardized set of aerial images that date to the 1930s, 1950s, 1980s, and today, and an 

aerial image displaying the road name(s) adjacent to the property. 
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The bulleted list below defines the fields included on the first page of the presentation 

layouts presented in Appendix A: 

 

➢ Unique ID: This number reflects the Unique Identification Number System applied 

to each stone structure location. 

➢ Name: The most common or most historically accurate name of the structure.  If 

one has not been previously identified, the current landowner’s last name is utilized. 

➢ Other Names: Additional names the structure has been referred to or may have 

been referred to through the course of its existence.  

➢ Township: The political name of the respective township. 

➢ SHPO: Previous inventory numbers assigned by SHPO, if applicable. 

➢ Location: The legal location of each stone structure that includes township, range, 

section number, and ¼ sections.  

➢ Landowner Contact: Name(s) of the current landowner(s), as well as their current 

physical address. 

➢ Type: Category based on the stone structure’s historic and/or current function (i.e., 

bridge, milk house, mill, etc.). 

➢ Dimensions: The length and width of the structure listed in both feet and meters. 

➢ Dates: Relevant dates related to the structure, such as when it was constructed, 

modified, or ceased operation.  

 

Comments regarding conditions observed in the field during reconnaissance investigations 

and brief historical overviews, including applicable citations, are provided on the first page 

of each presentation layout.  Full comments and citations can be found in Appendix B: 

Complete Comments and Citations.  Additional photos of each stone structure acquired 

during fieldwork, beyond what is presented on the first page of each layout, can be found 

in Appendix C: Additional Stone Structure Photographs. 

 

 

IOWA SITE INVENTORY FORMS RESULTS 

 

 

Of the 112 stone structures identified in this survey, a total of 10 structures not previously 

recorded at the Iowa Site Inventory Form level were chosen based on possessing a high 

degree of integrity and potential NRHP eligibility.  NRHP criteria is used to evaluate the 

eligibility of historic properties for their significance on national, state, and/or local levels 

(National Park Service 1997).  To be eligible, a property must be representative of at least 

one of the four criteria (A, B, C, and/or D), which relate to values of association, 

information, and design or construction.  For a property to be eligible for nomination to the 

NRHP under Criterion A, there must be connection to a significant event or events within 

a defined context.  Under Criterion B, a property must be connected to a notable person or 

persons in documented history, with particular importance placed on a period of 

significance during the person’s life.  Under Criterion C, a property must represent a 

distinctive architectural design or construction method.  Under Criterion D, a property must 

exhibit the ability to provide information that contributes to our understanding of history 

or prehistory.  The 10 properties found to meet these criteria can be found below: 
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Reis House (96-00788) 

 

The Reis House is a 1½-story side-gabled, single-family dwelling with a 1½-story, side-

gabled stone addition set within the Upper Iowa River floodplain in rural Winneshiek 

County.  The house was built in ca. 1860 with the addition built in ca. 1870.  The house 

was originally owned by Edwin Snell, whose family were among the pioneer settler of 

Bluffton Township in 1855.  Edwin was one of the first officers of the township, as he was 

elected by the community in their first election in 1856, with the farmstead remaining in 

the Snell family until 1966.  Due to the house’s connection to these early settlers of Bluffton 

Township and the pioneer period of Winneshiek County, the Reis House is eligible for the 

NRHP under Criterion A. 

 

Hoyland Barn (96-00789) 

 

The Hoyland Barn is a one-story, side-gabled vernacular structure set within a wooded area 

at the edge of an agricultural field in rural Winneshiek County.  The barn was built in ca. 

1869 and was originally owned by Austin T. Luros, who purchased the property in 1863.  

The barn was likely constructed in conjunction with the residence located to the west that 

has since been demolished, with only the foundations remaining today.  Despite the 

building’s connection to the early pioneer period of Winneshiek County, it has severely 

deteriorated over time.  However, it is possible the barn and associated house foundation 

contain archeological deposits that could produce additional insight into the ways of life 

during the earliest days of Euro-American settlement of Winneshiek County.  Therefore, 

more research into the archeological potential of the Hoyland Barn and associated 

structures is recommended for evaluation of eligibility for the NRHP under Criterion D. 

 

Hervey Tin Shop (96-00790) 

 

The Hervey Tin Shop is a one-story, semi-subterranean stone building set in a residential 

district of the city of Decorah.  This tin shop was supposedly built in 1855 by George C. 

Winship, one of the first Euro-American pioneer settlers to live in the city of West Decorah.  

During his time in this part of Decorah, he was a tinsmith, farmer, owner of a wood yard, 

and a member of the County Board of Supervisors.  In 1876, Winship sold his tin shop and 

surrounding parcels to William and Anna Symonds, who would establish the Decorah 

Greenhouses that became the only business in Decorah to have been run by a single family 

for over a century.  Over time, the Symonds family used the Winship’s stone building as a 

home, greenhouse storage, and an office space.  Due to its connection with the early 

commercial growth and development of businesses in Decorah and its connection to 

William Symonds, an important individual in the history of Decorah, Hervey Tin Shop is 

eligible for the NRHP under Criterions A and B. 
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Kline Brewery (96-00791) 

 

The Kline Brewery consists of two beer vaults of barrel-vault arch design set into an upland 

just north of Decorah.  The beer vaults were built in 1857 in conjunction with the brewery, 

which was originally owned and run by Diedrich Addicken, and later sold to Joseph Kline 

and a Mr. Johnson in 1866.  The brewery had originally been accessed by a bridge on Mill 

Street, which allowed easy access to the Decorah commercial district.  The brewery was 

closed in 1882, likely due to the pressures of the temperance movement and tough 

prohibition laws enacted in Iowa.  It was then rented by P. S. Smout who operated the 

Decorah Creamery out of the brewery building and vaults.  Smout was an entrepreneur and 

inventor who had patented both the refrigerator milk can and cream gauge.  The stone beer 

vaults are connected to two early entrepreneurs of Decorah who aided in the early industrial 

growth of the town.  Therefore, the Kline Brewery is eligible for the NRHP under 

Criterions A and B. 

 

Mineart House (96-00792) 

 

The Mineart House is a 1½-story, side-gabled house with a 1½-story, side-gabled frame 

addition set in a residential neighborhood just east of Decorah’s commercial district.  The 

house was built in ca. 1864 and was originally owned by Ole Engebretson, an early settler 

of Decorah who purchased the lot when his family moved to the area.  The house was then 

owned by his son Richard who owned the leading drug store in Decorah and was an 

incorporator for the Decorah State Bank, as well as its first president.  Due to the house’s 

connection with the early settler period of Decorah, the early commercial growth of the 

town, and Richard Engebretson, who was an influential member of the town’s early history, 

the Mineart House is eligible for the NRHP under Criterions A and B. 

 

Hjelle House (96-00793) 

 

The Hjelle House is a two-story, flat-topped, hipped Italianate residence set along the Trout 

Run floodplain in rural Winneshiek County.  The house was built between 1860 and 1864 

for the early entrepreneur A. A. Akins.  Akins was an influential businessman during the 

early pioneer period of Decorah and Winneshiek County who built a waterpower plant on 

Trout Run and the first woolen factory in the county.  The woolen factory operated between 

1862 and 1874 until the building was lost due to fire.  In 1877, the house was bought by 

Lyder Siewers, who was one of the first full-time professors at Luther College.  Due to the 

house’s connection with Akins and Siewers, as well as the early entrepreneurship of both 

the city of Decorah and Winneshiek County, the Hjelle House is eligible for the NRHP 

under Criterions A and B. 
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Sampson House (96-00794) 

 

The Sampson House is a 1½-story, side-gabled stone residence with a one-story, side-

gabled, frame addition set into an upland footslope rising from the Trout River floodplain 

in rural Winneshiek County.  The house was built in ca. 1857 and was originally owned by 

Thomas Stanton, an early settler of Winneshiek County.  In 1867, Peter S. Olsen owned 

the property and built a stone flour mill along Trout Run not far from the house.  The 

property was later owned by Peter Peterson Krogsund, whose murder in 1882 was one of 

the first homicide cases tried in Winneshiek County.  Due to its construction during the 

early pioneer period of Winneshiek County, the Sampson House is eligible for the NRHP 

under Criterion A. 

 

Klimesh House (96-00795) 

 

The Klimesh House is a 2½-story, side-gabled single-family dwelling that is reminiscent 

of Pennsylvania German Traditional style architecture.  The original structure had a two-

story frame addition on the western face, which also served as a summer kitchen.  The 

Pennsylvania German Traditional style is a designation used to describe buildings that 

“reflect the strong cultural ties of the state’s early settlers from the German speaking areas 

of central Europe”.  This architectural style is usually characterized with a steeply pitched 

gable roof made of stone, with a four-over-four front facade and a summer kitchen behind 

the main structure.  The house was built in ca. 1857 by John Klimesh, who had been trained 

as a stone mason by his father in Bohemia, present-day Czech Republic.  Due to the 

property’s construction during the early pioneer period of Winneshiek County, the Klimesh 

House is eligible for the NRHP under Criterion A. 

 

Gerleman House (96-00796) 

 

The Gerleman House is a two-story, hipped residence featuring pebble dash stucco that is 

set on an upland spur in rural Winneshiek County.  The stone house was built in ca. 1872 

and was originally owned by Frederick Gerleman, an early settler of Winneshiek County.  

While many of the original outbuildings of the farmstead have been removed, the stone 

house remains in the Gerleman family to this day.  Due to its connection with early Euro-

American settlement of Winneshiek County, the Gerleman House is eligible for the NRHP 

under Criterion A. 

 

Buchheit House (96-00797) 

 

The Buchheit House is a two-story, side-gabled Colonial Revival home set on a terrace 

above the Brockamp Creek floodplain just west of Festina.  The house was built ca. 1904 

and was originally owned by Nickolaus Buccheit, with the farmstead remaining in the 

family for over 100 years.  The Buccheit House is in good condition, however, the context 

of the house in the history of stone masonry in Winneshiek County is unclear.  Therefore, 

more research into the construction of the Buccheit House and its place in the context of 

stone masonry in Winneshiek County is recommended for evaluation of eligibility for the 

NRHP under Criterion C.  
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WINNESHIEK COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

 

“To protect, preserve, and promote all aspects of historical and cultural 

 importance to Winneshiek County, and to cooperate with other 

 organizations to accomplish common goals” 

 

The WCHPC is a county organization created in 1985 to promote the educational, cultural, 

economic, and general welfare of the public through the recognition, enhancement, and 

perpetuation of sites and districts of historical and cultural significance.  As part of their 

vision as an organization, the WCHPH intends to “make historic preservation an integral 

part of the community and economic development and celebrate its benefits in Winneshiek 

County”.  To accomplish this, the goals of the WCHPC include promoting public 

awareness of historic preservation within the county, developing and encouraging 

partnerships with groups influential in promoting preservation, and revising organizational 

plans to reflect the most modern preservation tools available.  In its over 35 year history, 

the organization has been providing essential community services that include reviewing 

resources and making recommendations on designating and altering historic sites, assisting 

historic properties on aspects of historic preservation, and developing public education 

programs on historic preservation and the collection of historic data. 

 

Recently, the WCHPC became concerned with the lack of information on stone structures 

in Winneshiek County.  In the past decade alone, several sites have either been razed or 

allowed to deteriorate.  While not all stone structures can be saved from destruction, 

surveys can alert the public to the role these buildings played in our county development 

and history.  As such, the WCHPC believes the impact from this survey will result in 

increasing public enthusiasm and tourism within the community.  The WCHPC would also 

like to express their gratitude to the Winneshiek County Historical Society for their 

assistance in developing a list of potential stone structure sites for this survey. 

 

The WCHPC would also like to thank the following individuals, businesses, and 

organizations that provided the necessary funds for the survey and for this publication: 

 

Winneshiek County Board of Supervisors 

Depot Outlet, Inc. 

Winneshiek County Development and Tourism 

Winneshiek County Community Foundation 

Hotel/Motel Marketing Committee 

Decorah Bank and Trust 

Viking State Bank 

Edger and Joyce Epperly 

Decorah Walmart 
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WCHPC 2021 Membership List includes: 

 

Steven L. Johnson, Chairman 

Ashley Christensen, Secretary 

Elizabeth A. Lorentzen, Treasurer 

John Beard, Winneshiek County Supervisor Liaison 

Kim Glock 

Ferneva Brimacomb 

Roger Bergan 

La Vonne Sharp 

David Wadsworth 

Janelle Pavlovec 

 

Publications by the WCHPC include: 

 

Self-Guiding Auto Tour of Winneshiek County, Iowa Revised 2005  

Self-Guiding Auto Tour of Stone Structures in Winneshiek County, Iowa 2021 

Self-Guiding Tour of Decorah Revised 2007 

Stone Structures of Winneshiek County: A Self-Guiding Auto Tour 2021 

Winneshiek County Schools 2012 

Vera Harris’ Old Decorah Houses and Their Stories 2010 

 

Completed Iowa Site Inventory forms and nominations for the NRHP include: 

 

Calmar Depot (2011) NR 

Caretakers House at the Winneshiek County Poorhouse (2012) 

Highland Township Schoolhouses (2013) 

Highlandville School (2013) NR 

Leon Brown Farm and Menagerie (2015) 

Winneshiek County Poorhouse (2013) 

 

BCA would also like to extend a very special thank you to all who contributed to this 

essential project promoting Winneshiek County’s rich history.  This work could not have 

been completed without the extensive support from the community and the commitment of 

so many people.  First and foremost, this project could not have been completed without 

the cooperation of all the landowners who graciously allowed the documentation of their 

stone structures, as well as provided valuable information used in this survey report.  Local 

researchers and historians were also vital in providing their insight and expertise in 

developing comprehensive historical contexts.  These individuals include, but are not 

limited to, Hayley Jackson at the Luther College Archives, Jayne Schultz and Lisa Grinna 

at the Winneshiek County Recorder’s Office, Berry Bennett at SHPO, and local stone 

mason Ted Wilson.  Finally, gratitude is extended to the WCHPC for providing the funding 

and direction for whom this project would not be possible.  BCA is grateful for all who 

have contributed their knowledge, time, and dedication in completing such a rewarding 

endeavor and supporting the continued preservation of Winneshiek County’s heritage. 
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APPENDIX A 

Stone Structure Data 



»Johnson, Steve. Survey under way on stone structures in Winneshiek County.  Driftless Journal 20 February:A-31.  Decorah, Iowa. (2020)

Located along 135th St about 300 ft west of its intersection with 130th Ave, the Blumhagen Bridge is believed to have been built in the 1880s. The 
adjacent farmstead has been in the Blumhagen family since 1889 when it was purchased by Otto Caroline Blomhagen, with the last name later 

changed to how it appears today. Originally, the opening of the bridge was approximately 5 ft tall and 3–4 ft wide, however it is roughly only 2.3 ft 
tall today. Decades of agricultural development has resulted in sediment accumulation along the drainage opening, obscuring some of the lower 
features. Recent vegetation removal by the landowner has allowed for the bridge profile to be viewed, revealing a “slumped” appearance due to 
settling from increased vehicle weight and transport, which has been detrimental to the structural integrity.

SHPO NAName Blumhagen Bridge Township Bloomfield

Other Names Blomhagen Bridge

Type Bridge Dimensions 33.5 ft (10.2 m) wide; 7.5 ft (2.3 m) high at center
Landowner Contact Dennis and Donna Blumhagen | West 135th St. and 130th Ave. intersection, Castalia

View to the south (12/5/20). View to the southwest (12/5/20).

ID:  096-07-01-01

View to the south (12/5/20).View to the southwest (12/5/20).

Location SW¼, SE¼, SE¼, NW¼ Section 15, T96N, R7W, Bloomfield Township

Printed: 02/12/21 Page A1

ID 096-07-01-01

Dates Constructed: ca. late 19th century



Map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1886 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1905 map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1915 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1930s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). 1950s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').

1980s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). Modern aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').

ID:  096-07-01-01Printed: 02/12/21 Page A2



»Appendix

The Gerleman farmstead has remained within the family for over 150 years, with the two-story Italianate style home experiencing few 
modifications since its construction.  The property was first purchased by Frederick (Fred) Gerleman in 1868 from William and Elisabeth Cramer, 
which featured a “cozy little house” that was a frame building on site at the time.  Fred had originally immigrated at the age of 11 to New Vienna, 
Iowa, later residing on a rented farm near Festina after marrying Catherin Schrandt in 1860.  After acquiring the Cramer property in 1868, the 
Gerleman family began preparing for the new stone house that is seen today.  The large, hipped roof residence features 14 rooms and 26 windows 
that display stone sills and arched brick lintels, as well as a course application of pebble dash stucco over the exterior of the stonework.  A large 
cistern, also constructed of stone, can be found in the basement that originally would hold rainwater collected from the exterior of the building.  
Although many of the original outbuildings associated with the once bustling farmstead have been removed, the house remains much as it appeared 
when first constructed, maintaining a high degree of integrity in original design and materials.

SHPO 96-00796Name Gerleman House Township Military

Other Names

Type House Dimensions 36 x 44 ft (11 x 13.4 m)
Landowner Contact Roger Gerleman | 2235 155th St., Calmar

View to the southwest (8/13/20). View to the south (8/13/20).
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View to the north (8/13/20).View to the northeast (8/13/20).

Location NW¼, SE¼, NW¼, SW¼ Section 6, T96N, R8W, Military Township
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Dates Constructed: ca. 1872



Map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1886 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1905 map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1915 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1930s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). 1950s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').

1980s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). Modern aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').
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»Bailey, Edwin C. Past and Present of Winneshiek County, Iowa.  2 vols.  The S. J. Clarke Publishing Company, Chicago. (1913)

The Gehling name, which is depicted as “Galing” on the 1886 plat map, traces back to the Henry and Clara (Leitkenhaus), natives of Germany who 
first located in Wisconsin before homesteading in Washington Township in the 1860s.  This particular property was homesteaded and occupied by 
the Gehling family up until October of 2019 when the farmstead was sold.  The main portion of the stone house is oriented in a northwest-to-
southeast direction, featuring a square 16 x 16 ft extension along the east/southeast wall that is covered by modern vinyl siding.  Additionally, this 
extension has one-story frame additions on either side with the same siding, which were possibly constructed at the same time as the detached 
garage in 1975.  Below the extension, the basement consists of a dirt floor in contrast to the poured concrete observed below the main portion of 
the stone house.  A fair amount of the exposed stone of the house has tuckpointing with crudely applied poured concrete, and a former cistern was 
supposedly located along the east/northeast wall near the corner of the foundation.  Of interesting note is near the gable of the north/northwest wall, 
where a stone is inscribed with “1874” that is interpreted as the construction date.  Above this stone, an illegible name with a date of “Aug 29/39” 
is etched into a large swath of poured concrete, which may represent the date of tuckpointing.  Currently the stone house sits vacant, with the 
current landowner undecided about future plans for the structure.

SHPO NAName Massman House Township Military

Other Names Galing House; Gehling House

Type House Dimensions 18.5 x 28.5 ft (5.6 x 8.7 m)
Landowner Contact William and Sherry Massman | 1322 210th Ave., Ossian

View to the southeast (8/11/20). View to the northwest (8/11/20).

ID:  096-08-02-01

View to the northeast (8/11/20).View to the southwest (8/11/20).

Location NW¼, NE¼, SW¼, SE¼ Section 17, T96N, R8W, Military Township

Printed: 02/12/21 Page A5

ID 096-08-02-01

Dates Constructed: ca. 1874



Map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1886 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1905 map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1915 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1930s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). 1950s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').

1980s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). Modern aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').
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»Johnson, Steven L., Rev. Donald Berg, and Charles Langton. An Intensive Historical Site Survey of the Washington Prairie Settlement.  
Winneshiek County Historic Preservation Commission.  Submitted to the Iowa Bureau of Historic Preservation, Contract No. 19-89-40045A.007.  
Copies available from Winneshiek County Historic Preservation Commission, Decorah, Iowa. (1990)
»Weigle, E.J. Official Iowa Site Inventory Form for Stavanger Evangelical Lutheran Church.  Site Inventory Number 96-00029.  On file, State 
Historic Preservation Office of Iowa, Des Moines. (1974)

At the end of 1863, the Little Iowa Congregation was divided into six separate congregations that included Washington Prairie, Glenwood, Calmar, 
Madison, Decorah, and Stavanger.  Stavanger also happens to be the name of the 45-ton sloop that brought the first Norwegian immigrants to the 
United States; a total of 53 passengers who landed in New York in 1825 and eventually made their way out to Illinois.  The first rendition of the 
Stavanger Church, located just south of the present site, was actually a frame building constructed in 1856 from lumber that was transported from 
McGregor, Iowa.  The present Stavanger Church is constructed of limestone quarried and haled from surrounding farms, as well as larger pieces 
sent from Nordness, Iowa.  Construction began in 1869, which is acknowledged on the keystone above the entrance door that has the date 
inscribed.  The Stavanger Church was dedicated on December 17, 1873, with construction costs totaling $8,000.  The Stavanger Church exhibits 
very similar architectural elements to the Glenwood Church and Washington Prairie Church, and this would be the result of the churches sharing 
the same architect Griese out of Cleveland, Ohio.  However, unlike these churches, the Stavanger Church features an exterior plaster (stucco) over 
the stone that has been finished with a shelter coat of whitewash to protect from moisture.  This same whitewashed stucco is also found over the 
parish house that was added to the rear (i.e. east wall) of the church in 1949.

SHPO 96-00029Name Stavanger Lutheran Church Township Military

Other Names

Type Church Dimensions Church: 43.5 x 71 ft (13.3 x 21.7 m)| Parish house: 44 x 78 ft (13.4 x 23.8 m)
Landowner Contact Stavanger Evangelical Lutheran Church | 1936 115th St., Ossian

View to the northeast (8/11/20). View to the north (8/11/20).

ID:  096-08-03-01

View to the northeast (8/11/20).View to the northwest (8/11/20).

Location SW¼, SE¼, SW¼, NW¼ Section 27, T96N, R8W, Military Township
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Dates Church: 1869 | Parish house: 1949



Map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1886 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1905 map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1915 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1930s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). 1950s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').

1980s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). Modern aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').
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»Daly, Kathleen. The St. James Lutheran Church Preserve: Archaeological and Historical Investigations. A report to the State Preserves Advisory 
Board. Luther College, Decorah, Iowa. (1973)
»The Fort Atkinson Historical Centennial Book Committee (FAHCBC). History of Fort Atkinson, Iowa: 1840–1995. The Anundsen Publishing 
Company, Decorah, Iowa. (1995)
»(See Appendix B)

The construction date of the St. James Lutheran Church is a bit of a mystery, with some attributing the building being established in conjunction 
with Fort Atkinson in the 1840s, while others attest to the structure being constructed first as a schoolhouse around 1858.  However, the earliest 
undisputed evidence of the structure being used as a church is with the First Congregational Church Society under the pastoral care of Rev. Joseph 
Hurlbut in 1866.  A separate organization of German Evangelical Lutherans under the direction of Rev. Johannes Deindoerfer formed near Fort 
Atkinson in 1861 as the Evangelical Lutheran St. James Congregation, and would later purchase the stone church in 1871 for $500, which they 
named the St. James German Evangelical Lutheran Church or “Ev. Luth. St. Jakobus Kirche.”  This sector of German Evangelical Lutherans would 
occupy the church up until its abandonment in 1894, with the property deeded to the State of Iowa and dedicated as a state preserve in 1970 by the 
State Preserves Advisory Board.  The church is made of local limestone and is similar in construction to the historic fort buildings located nearby, 
leading some to speculate its construction at the same time as the fort establishment.  A wooden floor was present at one time given the presence of 
holes for floor joists and sleepers along the bottom of the east and west walls, with a subsurface limestone feature running down the center of the 
structure from the north to south walls that may have been used as a support for the floor joists.  A sign hanging along the interior of the north wall 
reads “English Congregational–1857” and “St. James German Lutheran–1871,” suggesting...(See Appendix B)

SHPO 96-00527Name St. James Lutheran Church Township Washington

Other Names St. James German Evangelical Lutheran Church; St. James German Lutheran Church; English Congregational Church

Type Church Dimensions 24 x 36 ft (7.3 x 11 m)
Landowner Contact State of Iowa | 145th St./1st St. NW, Ft. Atkinson

View to the north (8/5/20). View to the southeast (8/5/20).
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View to the north (8/5/20).View to the south (8/5/20).

Location NE¼, NW¼, NW¼, SW¼ Section 8, T96N, R9W, Washington Township
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Dates Constructed: ca. 1840–1866 | Abandoned: 1894 | Dedicated: 1970



Map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1886 map of the location (1" = 300').

1905 map of the location (1" = 300'). 1915 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1930s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). 1950s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').

1980s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). Modern aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').
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»Whittaker, William E. Official Iowa Archeological Site Form for 13WH212.  On file, Site Records Office, Office of the State Archaeologist, 
University of Iowa, Iowa City. (2005)

The Lensing House is constructed of the same limestone as observed with the military buildings of Fort Atkinson and may be built of the very same 
stone from these buildings after the fort was decommissioned.  The house was informally recorded as archeological site 13WH212 by Bill 
Whitaker during his extensive ground-penetrating radar (GPR) survey of the historic Fort Atkinson buildings in 2005.  Described as a New 
England Federal Style house with a Hall and Parlor layout by Marlin Ingalls, the construction date is estimated at around 1850 and perhaps older, 
with local lore indicating that it was a stagecoach stop.  Certainly, the Lensing House possesses significant research potential in determining its 
precise origin and early function(s) and could potentially be eligible to the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP).  The structure features an 
addition along the north wall situated toward the northwest corner that is also of stone with a badly deteriorating frame roof and a poured concrete 
entryway.  A ground-level basement entry was found along the west wall, with a concrete capped cistern located just to the west.  Several 
modifications are visible with the building, including the installation of modern doors, replacement of the original stone windowsills with poured 
concrete, and several attempts of tuckpointing.  The house currently sits vacant.

SHPO 13WH212Name Lensing House Township Washington

Other Names

Type House Dimensions House: 20 x 30.5 ft (6.1 x 9.3 m)| North addition: 12.5 x 15.5 ft (3.8 x 4.7 m)
Landowner Contact Carl Lensing | 145th St./Co. Rd. W14, Ft. Atkinson

View to the north (10/30/20). View to the west (10/30/20).

ID:  096-09-02-01

View to the east (10/30/20).View to the northeast (10/30/20).

Location SW¼, NW¼, NW¼, SW¼ Section 8, T96N, R9W, Washington Township
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Dates Constructed: ca. 1850s



Map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1886 map of the location (1" = 300').

1905 map of the location (1" = 300'). 1915 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1930s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). 1950s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').

1980s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). Modern aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').
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»Collins, Angela R. and Cherie Haury-Artz. The Fort Atkinson Story: A Self-Guided Walking Tour of Fort Atkinson.  Office of the State 
Archaeologist, University of Iowa, Iowa City. (2009)
»The Fort Atkinson Historical Centennial Book Committee (FAHCBC). History of Fort Atkinson, Iowa: 1840–1995.  The Anundsen Publishing 
Company, Decorah, Iowa. (1995)
»Peterson, Cynthia L. and David G. Stanley. National Register of Historic Places Nomination: Fort Atkinson Historic District, Winneshiek County, 

Historic Fort Atkinson is a stockaded 1840s fort constructed for military personnel in the policing of the Ho-Chunk (Winnebago) during their 
forced removal from Wisconsin into the Neutral Ground west of the Mississippi River.  The Neutral Ground was essentially a buffer strip 
extending from the second fork of the Des Moines River to the mouth of the Upper Iowa River that was originally created to separate the Santee 
Dakota (Sioux) from the Sauk and Meskwaki (Sac and Fox), representing one of the very few zones established throughout United States history to 
separate hostile tribes from one another.  However, Fort Atkinson was created specifically to expedite the Ho-Chunk removal from Wisconsin as 
Euro-American settlement pushed westward, and the Neutral Ground was seen as a convenient location to serve as a short-term reservation.  
Although they had ceded all their land east of the Mississippi River to the United States Government with the Treaty of 1837, the Ho-Chunk were 
still not willing to relocate to the Neutral Ground.  As a result, Fort Atkinson was envisioned as a temporary military post to prevent the Ho-Chunk 
from returning to their native homeland, as well as aid in the removal of any illegal entrants such as whiskey traders, uninvited missionaries, and 
Euro-American farmers.  On May 31, 1840, around 500 to 600 displaced Ho-Chunk and 82 officers and enlisted men arrived at the site of Fort 
Atkinson where construction began immediately.  The first barracks were constructed of logs but became so cold during the winter that it was 
decided that all future buildings would be of limestone.  The north barracks is one of the two original barracks for enlisted...(See Appendix B)

SHPO 96-00518Name Fort Atkinson North Barracks Township Washington

Other Names

Type Government Building Dimensions 26 x 50 ft (7.9 x 15.2 m)
Landowner Contact State of Iowa | 303 2nd St. NW, Ft. Atkinson

View to the south (8/7/20). View to the north (8/7/20).
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View to the northwest (8/7/20).View to the northeast (8/7/20).

Location NW¼, SE¼, NW¼, SW¼ Section 8, T96N, R9W, Washington Township
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Dates Constructed: ca. 1840–1842 | Renovation of North Barracks: 1958–1962



Map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1886 map of the location (1" = 300').

1905 map of the location (1" = 300'). 1915 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1930s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). 1950s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').

1980s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). Modern aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').
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»Collins, Angela R. and Cherie Haury-Artz. The Fort Atkinson Story: A Self-Guided Walking Tour of Fort Atkinson.  Office of the State 
Archaeologist, University of Iowa, Iowa City. (2009)
»The Fort Atkinson Historical Centennial Book Committee (FAHCBC). History of Fort Atkinson, Iowa: 1840–1995.  The Anundsen Publishing 
Company, Decorah, Iowa. (1995)
»Peterson, Cynthia L. and David G. Stanley. National Register of Historic Places Nomination: Fort Atkinson Historic District, Winneshiek County, 

While the architect of Forth Atkinson is unknown, much of the construction was completed by civilian contractors and numerous supervisors hired 
by the Army quartermaster stationed at Fort Crawford.  At least 24 buildings existed once construction of Fort Atkinson was completed in the fall 
of 1842, including 10 located within the palisaded area and 14 found outside.  Those buildings found to the exterior included the quartermaster’s 
house, a blacksmith shop, a carpenter’s shop, a granary, an ice house, livestock stables, and several small residences for the soldier’s families.  
Within the stockaded fort, the buildings surrounded a central parade ground and consisted of two enlisted men’s barracks, two officer’s quarters, 
two blockhouses, a sutler’s store, and the powder magazine, as well as numerous privies and lean-to kitchens.  These interior fort buildings were 
largely of limestone construction or possessed a limestone foundation with a log or wood-framed superstructure.  All of the building stone was 
procured from the adjacent quarry that can be viewed today, with the steep embankments formed by the limestone exposures serving as additional 
protection for the fort.  The Powder Magazine was utilized in the storage of gunpowder and ammunition, featuring double walls constructed of 
rough-cut limestone designed specifically to store these dangerous materials and contain an explosion should an accident occur.  The barrel-vaulted 
ceiling is lined in a plastered soft mud brick, while the floor consists of closely laid limestone cobbles.  Small vent holes are found along the double 
walls that kept the interior from overheating.  These holes purposely do not...(See Appendix B)

SHPO 96-00522Name Fort Atkinson Powder Magazine Township Washington

Other Names

Type Government Building Dimensions 16 x 20 ft (4.9 x 6.1 m)
Landowner Contact State of Iowa | 303 2nd Street NW, Fort Atkison

View to the northeast (8/7/20). View to the southeast (8/7/20).
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View to the east (8/7/20).View to the south (8/7/20).

Location NE¼, SE¼, NW¼, SW¼ Section 8, T96N, R9W, Washington Township
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Dates Constructed: ca. 1840–1842 | Military Abandonment of Ft. Atkinson: 1849



Map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1886 map of the location (1" = 300').

1905 map of the location (1" = 300'). 1915 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1930s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). 1950s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').

1980s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). Modern aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').
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»Collins, Angela R. and Cherie Haury-Artz. The Fort Atkinson Story: A Self-Guided Walking Tour of Fort Atkinson.  Office of the State 
Archaeologist, University of Iowa, Iowa City. (2009)
»The Fort Atkinson Historical Centennial Book Committee (FAHCBC). History of Fort Atkinson, Iowa: 1840–1995.  The Anundsen Publishing 
Company, Decorah, Iowa. (1995)
»Peterson, Cynthia L. and David G. Stanley. National Register of Historic Places Nomination: Fort Atkinson Historic District, Winneshiek County, 

Following the departure of the military presence at Fort Atkinson in the late 1840s, the buildings began to deteriorate rapidly.  Vandalism and 
looting quickly ensued, with local settlers removing building stones and timbers for use on their own farms and homes.  Caroline Newington would 
acquire most of the military grounds around the fort at a public auction in 1853, then later purchasing the actual fort itself in 1855 and having the 
property surveyed and platted that same year.  Eventually the stockade would be torn down for firewood and many of the buildings dismantled for 
construction materials, leaving only the powder magazine, southwest blockhouse, and the center section of the north barracks.  In the 1920s, local 
citizens concerned about the condition of the fort would lobby government officials to preserve the property.  This would prove successful and the 
Iowa Board of Conservation (later the Iowa Conservation Commission) would purchase some of the fort site in 1921, later acquiring the central 
portion originally enclosed by the stockade in 1929.  This would serve as one of the earliest examples of Iowa’s Conservation Movement relating 
to the preservation of important historic structures in a park setting.  The remaining limestone buildings would be stabilized soon after, as well as 
the rebuilding of the northeast blockhouse in the late 1920s.  This building would be reconstructed on its original foundation using building 
methods remarkably consistent with those exhibited with the southwest blockhouse.  Centrally-located embrasures accommodated the cannons 
complete with four tall, narrow rifle ports that are found on all sides except the west...(See Appendix B)

SHPO 96-00520Name Fort Atkinson NE Blockhouse Township Washington

Other Names

Type Government Building Dimensions 30 x 30 ft (9.1 x 9.1 m)
Landowner Contact State of Iowa | 303 2nd Street NW, Fort Atkison

View to the south (8/7/20). View to the west (8/7/20).
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View to the northwest (8/7/20).View to the southwest (8/7/20).

Location NE¼, SE¼, NW¼, SW¼ Section 8, T96N, R9W, Washington Township
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Dates Constructed: ca. 1840–1842 | NE Blockhouse Reconstructed: 1920s | Monument Reclassification: 1940 | Preserve Dedication: 1968



Map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1886 map of the location (1" = 300').

1905 map of the location (1" = 300'). 1915 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1930s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). 1950s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').

1980s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). Modern aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').
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»Collins, Angela R. and Cherie Haury-Artz. The Fort Atkinson Story: A Self-Guided Walking Tour of Fort Atkinson.  Office of the State 
Archaeologist, University of Iowa, Iowa City. (2009)
»The Fort Atkinson Historical Centennial Book Committee (FAHCBC). History of Fort Atkinson, Iowa: 1840–1995.  The Anundsen Publishing 
Company, Decorah, Iowa. (1995)
»Peterson, Cynthia L. and David G. Stanley. National Register of Historic Places Nomination: Fort Atkinson Historic District, Winneshiek County, 

Brigadier General Henry Atkinson, the man whom the fort and subsequently the town is named after, had a prestigious military background prior to 
his arrival at the settlement.  Born in 1782 on a large plantation in Person County, North Carolina, General Atkinson would serve 23 years as a 
frontier commander responsible for quelling uprisings and making treaties with various tribes in the Midwest.  In 1819 and 1825 he would lead 
expeditions to Yellowstone, later establishing the Jefferson Barracks just south of St. Louis in which he was commander of the first Army Infantry 
School.  But perhaps his greatest achievement was while serving as commander during the Black Hawk War of 1832 in which he defeated Chief 
Black Hawk at the Battle of Bad Axe.  In 1840 he would supervise the early stages of the removal of the Ho-Chunk from Wisconsin to the Neutral 
Ground in Iowa and oversee the establishment of the military post on the site chosen by the War Department that would later be named Fort 
Atkinson.  General Atkinson would serve under eight presidents before his passing on June 14, 1842, even being offered the position as first 
territorial governor of Iowa by President Martin Van Buren, which he would decline.  While no battles were ever fought at Fort Atkinson, the site 
was carefully planned and built to withstand an attack.  The northeast and southwest blockhouses are virtually identical in construction and 
designed for defense, holding the fort’s four cannons that included two mountain howitzers and two “six-pounder” cannons.  These buildings 
projected out beyond the wooden stockade to allow soldiers to shoot along the outside walls in two directions.  The...(See Appendix B)

SHPO 96-00512Name Fort Atkinson SW Blockhouse Township Washington

Other Names

Type Government Building Dimensions 30 x 30 ft (9.1 x 9.1 m)
Landowner Contact State of Iowa | 303 2nd Street NW, Fort Atkison

View to the southeast (8/7/20). View to the northwest (8/7/20).
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View to the southwest (8/7/20).View to the west (8/7/20).

Location NW¼, SE¼, NW¼, SW¼ Section 8, T96N, R9W, Washington Township
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Dates Constructed ca. 1840–1842 | 1st Annual Fort Atkinson Rendezvous Days: 1977



Map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1886 map of the location (1" = 300').

1905 map of the location (1" = 300'). 1915 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1930s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). 1950s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').

1980s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). Modern aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').
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»The Fort Atkinson Historical Centennial Book Committee (FAHCBC). History of Fort Atkinson, Iowa: 1840–1995.  The Anundsen Publishing 
Company, Decorah, Iowa. (1995)

The First Congregational Church parish was organized in November 1867 under the leadership of Joseph Hurlbut, with Rev. Henry Hess later 
appointed as their pastor who remained with them until 1893.  The congregational initially met at a frame church building located on the hill where 
historic Fort Atkinson is located, later purchasing their own to build a stone church at the recommendation of Rev. Hess.  Built in 1872, the First 
Congregational Church had its first sermon Christmas day of the same year, with the official dedication occurring on June 29, 1873.  The current 
structure is constructed of local limestone measuring 25 x 35 ft and featuring an east-facing arched entry at gable-center, with a set of three equally 
spaced arched windows along the north and south facades.  Church services were terminated in 1928, with the structure retaining much of its 
original integrity since then and remains in good condition even today.

SHPOName First Congregational Church Township Washington

Other Names

Type Church Dimensions 25 x 35 ft (7.6 x 10.7 m)
Landowner Contact State of Iowa | 3rd St NW, Ft. Atkinson

View to the northwest (8/5/20). View to the north (8/5/20).
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View to the south (8/5/20).View to the southeast (8/5/20).

Location SW¼, SW¼, NE¼, SW¼ Section 8, T96N, R9W, Washington Township
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Map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1886 map of the location (1" = 300').

1905 map of the location (1" = 300'). 1915 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1930s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). 1950s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').

1980s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). Modern aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').
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»Kucera, Rev. Stephen J. History of St. John’s Church, Fort Atkinson, Iowa.  On file, St. John Nepomucene Church, Fort Atkinson, Iowa. (1975)

Built in honor of St. John Nepomucene, construction began in May of 1874 and was completed the following year.  Designed and erected entirely 
by the local catholic settlers of Ft. Atkinson, the initial stone structure measured 48 x 70 ft with 24 ft high walls at a cost of $5,367.32.  As reports 
indicate, funding for the church ran out before the roof could be installed, only to have the bank threaten to foreclose on loan taken out by Mr. 
Joseph Sluka who had also mortgaged his farm to complete construction.  Thankfully, incoming pastor Father Francis X. Boeding went farm to 
farm collecting money to pay of the interest of the loan, indicative of the community effort truly involved in establishing the church.  As 
membership increased with the influx of settlers to the area, the church was expanded to 48 x 90 ft with the addition of a sanctuary and sacristy in 
1886.  The church tower was later added in 1899 with John Neuzil serving as the chief stone mason.  A side entrance along the west wall was 
installed in 1949, with the nursery room built at the northwest corner in 1964 that encompassed the same dimensions as the sacristy and increased 
the entire length of the north façade to 82 ft.  Given the exceptional blending of local stone, it is difficult to differentiate that these additions were 
built separate from the original church if not for the various construction dates inscribed in stone.

SHPOName St. John Nepomucene Church Township Washington

Other Names

Type Church Dimensions 48 x 90 ft (14.6 x 27.4 m)
Landowner Contact St. John’s Church | 201 Oak St., Ft. Atkinson

View to the northwest (8/10/20). View to the southwest (8/10/20).

ID:  096-09-05-01

View to the northeast (8/10/20).View to the southeast (8/10/20).

Location SE¼, SW¼, NW¼, SE¼ Section 8, T96N, R9W, Washington Township
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Dates Constructed: 1875 | Additions: 1886, 1949, and 1964 | Church Tower: 1899 | Tuckpointing: 1955



Map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1886 map of the location (1" = 300').

1905 map of the location (1" = 300'). 1915 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1930s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). 1950s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').

1980s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). Modern aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').
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»Cathy Ehler, personal communication October 27,2020
»Slide, Lois. Festina Parish 175 Years Old; Was Indian Mission.  Updated.  Originally appeared in The Witness November 11, 1943.  On file, Our 
Lady of Seven Dolors Church, Festina, Iowa. (2018)

Our Lady of Seven Dolors Church uniquely is the only parish in the diocese to have originated on a Native American mission.  The history of the 
parish begins in 1843 when Rev. Joseph Cretin took charge of the Winnebago Mission along the Yellow River, with their first church located at the 
present site of the St. Anthony of Padua stone chapel.  Following the loss of the “Old Mission” church due to fire in December of 1853, the 
parishioners relocated to higher ground in Festina, then referred to as “Twin Springs.”  The first Our Lady of Seven Dolors church at the current 
site was a log structure built subsequent to the relocation in 1854.  Construction of the current stone church began in 1861 under the supervision of 
the ship builder Bernard Lutkenhause and his sons.  Stone quarried from the nearby Buchheit farm was transported the one-half mile to build the 
double stone walls of the structure that initially measured 45 x 90 ft.  Construction would later be completed in 1863 at a cost of $7,000, with Rev. 
Francis Hannasch serving as the first pastor for the new building.  The two brick veneer wings centrally located at the west and east walls and 
measuring 20 x 24 ft were added in 1885 and 1890 respectively, giving the church its cross-shape.  The tower and clock were added simultaneously 
in 1879, with the steeple later added in 1893.  The roof was rebuilt in 1896, with the last major renovation occurring in 1965 when the ceiling was 
completely redone.

SHPO 96-00511Name Our Lady of Seven Dolors Church Township Washington

Other Names Our Blessed Lady of Seven Dolars

Type Church Dimensions 85 x 109 ft (25.9 x 33.2 m; maximum extents)
Landowner Contact Our Lady of Seven Dolors Church | 2348 County Road B32, Festina

View to the northwest (8/12/20). View to the southwest (8/12/20).

ID:  096-09-06-01

View to the north (8/12/20).View to the southeast (8/12/20).

Location S½, NE¼, SE¼, NE¼ Section 23, T96N, R9W, Washington Township
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Dates Constructed 1861–1863 | Tower and clock: 1879 | Brick additions: 1885 and 1890 | Roof and ceiling renovations: 1896 and 1965



Map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1886 map of the location (1" = 300').

1905 map of the location (1" = 300'). 1915 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1930s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). 1950s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').

1980s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). Modern aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').
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»Cathy Ehler, personal communication October 27,2020
»Slide, Lois. Festina Parish 175 Years Old; Was Indian Mission.  Updated.  Originally appeared in The Witness November 11, 1943.  On file, Our 
Lady of Seven Dolors Church, Festina, Iowa. (2018)

The Sacred Heart Chapel, dedicated to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, is located on the cemetery grounds just northwest of Our Lady of Seven Dolors 
Church.  Built in 1893 at a cost of $600, the brick chapel was constructed in honor of Rev. Augustine Sauter’s twenty-fifth anniversary of 
ordination to the priesthood, otherwise known as his Silver Sacerdotal Jubilee.  In honor of the 175th anniversary of Our Lady of Seven Dolors, the 
chapel had steel shingles installed and the steeple repaired and repainted in 2018, as well as the brick tuck pointed by Kevin and Carrie Lee.  The 
Our Lady of Lourdes Grotto is found at the northwest corner of the cemetery ground just west of the Sacred Heart Chapel, built sometime in the 
late nineteenth or early twentieth century given its appearance in the 1904 anniversary book of Our Lady of Seven Dolors.  Severe storms in May 
of 2017 destroyed the stone grotto, which was rebuilt in the summer 2018 by local stonemason Ted Wilson with help of John Snyder.  As much of 
the original stone was used as possible, with additional rock obtained from a quarry north of Decorah and a creek bed near Hawkeye, Iowa.  The 
area around the grotto was expanded to include a memorial garden in honor of Rev. Monsignor Donald Heineman.  The Massman Grotto was 
originally built in 1960 on the family farm of Frank and Lucy Massman, and later moved to its current location at the northeast corner of the 
cemetery grounds.

SHPO 96-00511Name Sacred Heart Chapel Township Washington

Other Names Our Lady of Lourdes Grotto; Massman Grotto

Type Chapel Dimensions 11.5 x 17 ft (3.5 x 5.2 m)
Landowner Contact Our Lady of Seven Dolors Church | 2348 County Road B32, Festina

View to the northeast (8/12/20). View to the southeast (8/12/20).

ID:  096-09-06-02

View to the north (8/12/20).View to the north (8/12/20).

Location N½, NE¼, SE¼, NE¼ Section 23, T96N, R9W, Washington Township
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Dates Sacred Heart Chapel: 1893; renovations: 2018 | Our Lady of Lourdes Grotto: ca. 1904; rebuilt: 2018 | Massman Grotto: 1960



Map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1886 map of the location (1" = 300').

1905 map of the location (1" = 300'). 1915 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1930s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). 1950s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').

1980s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). Modern aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').
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»See Appendix ** SIF 96-00797, Buchheit House

The Buchheit farmstead located just west of Festina is situated within a picturesque valley formed by Brockamp Creek, featuring numerous 
outbuildings and a natural spring that still flows through the property today.  The expansive acreage was initially established by Andrew Meyer and 
his family, who settled in Washington Township on April 1, 1849.  The Meyer’s were one of the first Euro-American families to homestead within 
the township, arriving prior to the removal of the Ho-Chunk (Winnebago) from the Neutral Ground into Minnesota.  Andrew and his wife would 
later record the plat for Twin Springs on October 17, 1856, with the town later renamed to Festina.  The first home built on the farm was actually a 
log cabin, which would later fall under the ownership of Andrew’s son George A. Meyer ca. 1872.  Prior to leaving for Oklahoma, George would 
sell the farm to Nicholas Buchheit in 1888.  According to local newspapers, Nicholas would begin setting the foundation for his new residence in 
1904, later completing the endeavor in 1905 around the time of his son Joseph’s marriage to Mary Schrandt, with a “grand reception” held at the 
newly constructed home.  The two-story, side-gabled residence represents superb stonemasonry skill, featuring metal anchor plates along the west 
and east sides and native limestone acquired from the same quarry utilized in the construction of Our Lady of Seven Dolors Church in Festina.  The 
house originally had three chimneys, and the enclosed porch added along the north façade initially served as a kitchen and actually covers an early 
cistern of the property.  The house remains in fantastic condition, with repointing completed...(See Appendix B)

SHPO 96-00797Name Buchheit House Township Washington

Other Names

Type House Dimensions 30 x 38 ft (9.1 x 11.6 m)
Landowner Contact James Buchheit | 2414 123rd St., Ft. Atkinson

View to the northwest (8/11/20). View to the north (8/11/20).

ID:  096-09-07-01

View to the southwest (8/11/20).View to the east (8/11/20).

Location NW¼, NW¼, SE¼, NW¼ Section 23, T96N, R9W, Washington Township
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Dates Constructed: 1904–1905



Map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1886 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1905 map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1915 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1930s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). 1950s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').

1980s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). Modern aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').
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»Johnson, Steve. Mystery, Intrigue: Early Home Offers Pioneer Glimpse.  Calmar Courier 31 March, Vol. 42, Iss. 14:1–2.  Calmar, Iowa. (2020)

This square stone house was built by Francis Rogers in 1859.  A stone tablet bearing this date was once located below the gable but over time has 
disappeared.  The land owned by Rodgers and another adjacent settler once comprised the short-lived town of “Lewiston,” which at one point 
contended for the county seat before landowner disagreement ended this endeavor.  Rogers later transferred the property to his son-in-law Aaron 
Young in the 1870s.  Young initially arrived at Fort Atkinson in 1848 as a soldier from Mexico, and in 1849 married Mary Jane Rogers, which was 
the first reported marriage in the county.  The stone house he built still remains standing today despite being abandoned in the 1960s, although the 
roof has long since disappeared with significant settling occurring along the foundation.  The structure features 2 ft thick walls with centrally 
located entrances found on the south, east, and north façades.  In particular, the north wall is “built” into the backslope, with the 5.5 ft wide 
entrance and adjacent windows located only on the 2nd floor.  What appears to be a narrow access drive leads to this 2nd floor entrance, with 
several small rooms with stone walls located below along the interior of the north wall.  Much of the original mortar remains with the structure, 
although some tuck pointing was observed with the south wall.  Modifications to the exterior of the east wall include remnants of a concrete stucco 
and replacement of several of the original stone windowsills.  A short stone retaining wall and poured concrete steps lead to the property from 
123rd St.

SHPOName Riha House Township Washington

Other Names Francis Rogers House; Aaron Young House

Type House Dimensions 35 x 35 ft (10.7 x 10.7 m)
Landowner Contact Robert and Diann Riha | Intersection of 123rd St. and 285th Ave., Ft. Atkinson

View to the northwest (8/12/20). View to the northeast (8/12/20).

ID:  096-09-08-01

View to the southwest (8/12/20).View to the west (8/12/20).

Location NE¼, NE¼, NW¼, NE¼ Section 28, T96N, R9W, Washington Township
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Dates Constructed: 1859 | Vacated: 1960s



Map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1886 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1905 map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1915 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1930s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). 1950s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').

1980s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). Modern aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').
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»Beacon. Summary of Parcel 182820000100, Winneshiek County, Iowa.  Available at http://www.beacon.schneidercorp.com.  Accessed 
November 2020. (2020)

This stone milk house is part of the historic Francis Rogers/Anthony Young property and is constructed of the same limestone as the house located 
just to the northeast across 123rd Street.  Featuring a wood frame, low pitch gable roof with short, 5 ft stone walls, the small building is attached at 
the northeast corner of the barn along the east facade.  The milk house has an east facing, centrally located entrance, although the south facade 
appears to have once contained a centered entrance door as well that has since been closed with limestone rubble and poured concrete.  The north 
facade is built adjacent to the right-of-way of 123rd St and is largely obscured by sediment, which is causing the wall to actively collapse.  The 
precise construction date of the milk house is unknown, although the Winneshiek County Assessor’s web site lists the construction date of the barn 
as 1916.  The structure appears to currently be used for storage.

SHPOName Riha Milk House Township Washington

Other Names Francis Rogers House; Aaron Young House

Type Milk House Dimensions 17.5 x 26 ft (5.3 x 7.9 m)
Landowner Contact Robert and Diann Riha | Intersection of 123rd St. and 285th Ave., Ft. Atkinson

View to the southwest (8/12/20). View to the northwest (8/12/20).

ID:  096-09-08-02

View to the west (8/12/20).View to the northwest (8/12/20).

Location NE¼, NE¼, NW¼, NE¼ Section 28, T96N, R9W, Washington Township
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Dates Constructed: ca. 1916



Map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1886 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1905 map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1915 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1930s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). 1950s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').

1980s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). Modern aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').

ID:  096-09-08-02Printed: 02/12/21 Page A34



»Gardner, Wanda (editor). A Self-Guiding Auto Tour of Winneshiek County, Iowa. Originally published 1987.  Winneshiek County Historic 
Preservation Commission, Decorah, Iowa. (2005)
»Gebhard, David and Gerald Mansheim. Buildings of Iowa.  Oxford University Press, New York. (1993)
»Weigle, E.J. Official Iowa Site Inventory Form for St. Anthony of Padua Chapel.  Site Inventory Number 96-00040.  On file, State Historic 
Preservation Office of Iowa, Des Moines. (1974)

Affectionately known as the “World’s Smallest Church” and the “smallest cathedral in the world,” the St. Anthony of Padua name was inspired by 
Johann (John) Gaertner’s wife Magdalene who was a relative of Saint of Padua in Italy.  Johann Gartner was drafted into the French army under 
Napoleon Bonaparte at the age of 16, and following Napoleon’s winter retreat from Moscow, Johann’s mother promised to build a chapel in honor 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary upon her son’s safe return home.  However, this would not come to fruition prior to her passing and Johann’s 
immigration to America.  At the suggestion of Johann’s daughter, Mary Ann Gaertner, and his son-in-law, F. J. (Joseph) Huber, it was decided that 
the promise would be fulfilled at the site of the “Old Mission” cemetery where the first Catholic church north of Dubuque was built of logs in 
1849.  The chapel would finally be constructed in 1885 by Johann and his family, with help from nearby landowners who quarried the limestone 
for the structure.  Rev. August Sauter of Our Lady of Seven Dolors Church in Festina officiated the dedication in 1886.  The small 14 x 20 ft 
chapel consists of 10 ft high walls of limestone rubble, with the 40 ft high belfry added in 1888.  Above the round arched entryway within the five 
by 5 ft entrance tower, a stone features the “1885” construction date.  A small alter and stained glass windows were added in 1903, which contain 
the names of Johann and his wife Magdalene, as well as the names of his daughter and son-in-law who were instrumental in the establishment of 
St. Anthony of Padua Chapel.  Also located on site is the Huber log cabin that was originally built in 1849...(See Appendix B)

SHPO 96-00040Name St. Anthony of Padua Chapel Township Washington

Other Names

Type Church Dimensions 14 x 20 ft (4.3 x 6.1 m)
Landowner Contact Our Lady of Seven Dolors Church | 1120 Little Church Rd., Ft. Atkinson

View to the southeast (8/11/20). View to the east (8/11/20).

ID:  096-09-09-01

View to the northwest (8/11/20).View to the northeast (8/11/20).

Location NW¼, NW¼, SW¼, SE¼ Section 27, T96N, R9W, Washington Township
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Dates Constructed: 1885 | Belfry: 1888 | Stained glass windows: 1903



Map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1886 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1905 map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1915 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1930s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). 1950s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').

1980s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). Modern aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').
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»Vicky Hinsenbrock, personal communication, 5/19/20.

The Bakke family immigrated from Norway to Frankville Township in 1852, later purchasing the current property at $1.25 per acre (71.88 ac total) 
in 1854.  Peder O. Bakke would also arrive from Norway in 1854 at the age of 19, with the first house built in 1855 by Peder’s mother and step-
father Groto.  Peder and his wife Ingeborg would later purchase the farm in 1859 and go on to construct the buildings which are largely still extant 
today.  This includes the large 12-room house which was built in 1882–1883, with the old house moved a short distance away to be used as a 
chicken house.  The grooved limestone hitching post stands in front of Peder’s “new” house along the current access drive, extending nearly 4.5 ft 
above the ground surface.  The maximum width of the structure is just over 10 in across the base, with the thickness of the stone varying between 

3–6 in.  A date of “1885” is inscribed on the hitching post, which may refer to its construction but cannot be definitively attributed to this 
rationale.  The Bakke farm would remain in the family for over century, exchanging hands with Peder’s son John and his wife Martha in 1902, and 
later their children Henry and Idelia in 1945, before being sold to Conrad and Gladys Olson ca. 1956–1957.

SHPO 96-00050Name Hinsenbrock Hitching Post Township Frankville

Other Names Bakke Hitching Post

Type Hitching Post Dimensions Height: 4.5 ft (1.3 m)| Width: 10 in (26 cm)| Depth: 3–6 in (7–16 cm)
Landowner Contact Vicky Hinsenbrock | 1477 Norske Rd., Decorah

View to the north (6/16/20). View to the northwest (6/16/20).

ID:  097-07-01-01

View to the south (6/16/20).View to the northwest (6/16/20).

Location SE¼, SW¼, NW¼, NW¼ Section 4, T97N, R7W, Frankville Township
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Map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1886 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1905 map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1915 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1930s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). 1950s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').

1980s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). Modern aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').
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»Vicky Hinsenbrock, personal communication, 5/19/20.

The Hinsenbrock Spring House was constructed in the late nineteenth century by Erick Ramsay, sometime after Peder O. Bakke had constructed 
the barn on his farm in 1878 but before the construction of the house in 1882–1883.  In fact, Peder’s initials “P.O.B” are painted on the inside of 
the entrance door below a date of “1887,” which would appear to not be representative of the construction date.  The 12 by 14 ft stone building is 

situated along a gently sloping upper backslope, resulting in the walls varying from 5–7 ft in height.  Unlike the foundation stone of the barn, the 
spring house features dressed stone which may be for aesthetic purposes given its proximity to the house.  At one point, a windmill was located to 
the northwest that fed water to the spring house through the west wall for cooling purposes, with the warmed water transported through the north 
wall to a stock tank located in the pasture yard for watering cattle and horses.  The stone was tuck-pointed ca. 2008, with the exposed wood painted 
and rain gutters installed at this time as well.  Both the roof and cupola were later replaced in 2018.  Thanks to these restorative efforts, this stone 
spring house remains in excellent condition today.  

SHPO 96-00050Name Hinsenbrock Spring House Township Frankville

Other Names Bakke Spring House

Type Spring House Dimensions 12 x 14 ft (3.6 x 4.3 m)
Landowner Contact Vicky Hinsenbrock | 1477 Norske Rd., Decorah

View to the east (6/16/20). View to the west (6/16/20).

ID:  097-07-01-02

View to the southeast (6/16/20).View to the northwest (6/16/20).

Location SE¼, SW¼, NW¼, NW¼ Section 4, T97N, R7W, Frankville Township
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Map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1886 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1905 map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1915 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1930s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). 1950s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').

1980s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). Modern aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').
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»Gardner, Wanda (editor). A Self-Guiding Auto Tour of Winneshiek County, Iowa.  Originally published 1987.  Winneshiek County Historic 
Preservation Commission, Decorah, Iowa. (2005)
»Klimesh, Mary. National Register of Historic Places Nomination: Frankville School, Winneshiek County, Iowa.  Winneshiek County Historical 
Society, Decorah, Iowa. (1978)

Constructed in 1872 on land purchased from the founder of Frankville, Francis “Frank” Teabout, the Frankville School actually replaced an earlier 
school building that was built in the mid-1850s.  Stone schools were relatively rare in the nineteenth century, being heavily dominated by frame 
and brick structures.  The two-story building is constructed of ashlar limestone with rock-faced stone lintels and sills, and features keystone round 
arches in the front (north) façade.  A single brick chimney is found in the rear that was installed when the wood stoves were replaced by a furnace.  
Both electricity and the fire escape along the east façade were early twentieth century additions, with running water installed in the 1930s.  The 
school is a well-preserved example of mid-nineteenth century vernacular stonemasonry, with very few modifications outside of the bell chamber 
being removed due to storm damage.  The bell now rests on the school grounds near the southeast corner.  The high school was established on the 
second floor in 1920, only to be removed along with the elementary grades to Decorah in 1958.  The Frankville School would continue to teach 
kindergarten and 7–8th grades until its closing in 1962.  Following its closing, the school was purchased by the Winneshiek County Historical 
Society in 1963 and utilized as a local museum that included items of Laton Huffman, a Frankville native who specialized in photographs of the 
Montana frontier in the 1880s.  The Frankville School was later deeded to the Winneshiek County Conservation Commission in 1984 for use as a 
community center.

SHPO 96-00533Name Frankville School Township Frankville

Other Names

Type School House Dimensions 30 x 40 ft (9.1 x 12.2 m)
Landowner Contact Winneshiek County Conservation Board | 1111 Frankville Rd, Postville

View to the southwest (6/17/20). View to the south (6/17/20).

ID:  097-07-02-01

View to the east (6/17/20).View to the west (6/17/20).

Location NE¼, SW¼, SW¼, NW¼ Section 25, T97N, R7W, Frankville Township (Lots 57–60)
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Map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1886 map of the location (1" = 300').

1905 map of the location (1" = 300'). 1915 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1930s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). 1950s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').

1980s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). Modern aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').
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»Gardner, Wanda (editor). A Self-Guiding Auto Tour of Winneshiek County, Iowa. Originally published 1987. Winneshiek County Historic 
Preservation Commission, Decorah, Iowa. (2005)
»Johnson, Steve. National Register of Historic Places Nomination: Jacobson Farm, Winneshiek County, Iowa. Norwegian-American Museum, 
Decorah, Iowa. (1980)
»(See Appendix B)

The Jacobson family farm was first established in 1850 with the oldest structure on the property, the two-story log house, constructed the year of 
settlement.  Measuring 17 by 24 ft in a north-south orientation, the log dwelling would feature subsequent frame additions over the years 
constructed in accordance with Norwegian tradition.  The stepped stone hitching post sits in front of this house just to the east near the access 

drive.  The 4 by 4 ft square structure consists of a series of 3–8 in high steps that elevate to a total height of over 2 ft.  While the precise 
construction date is unknown, the hitching post was likely established in and around the time of settlement in conjunction with the house and barn.  
The remarkable documentation associated with the farm is reflective of the literate and historically conscious nature of the Jacobson family, who 
were also photography hobbyists as early as the 1890s.  One particular noteworthy individual was Abraham Jacobson, owner and operator of the 
farm from 1878 to 1910.  Following his immigration to America as a child in 1848, Abraham quickly went on to study theology (1852–1859), 
conduct social and missionary work in the Dakotas and Canada, and eventually accepted a call in 1877 to serve a Norwegian Lutheran Parish in 
southern Wisconsin.  Upon his return to the family farm, Abraham would go on to become president of a local insurance company, write numerous 
submissions for periodicals and newspapers on a variety of subjects, conduct horticultural experiments, and even serve as district representative to 
the state legislature of...(See Appendix B)

SHPO 96-00112Name Jacobson Hitching Post Township Springfield

Other Names

Type Hitching Post Dimensions 4 x 4 ft (1.2 x 1.2 m)
Landowner Contact Norwegian American Museum | 1757 Valdres Rd., Decorah

View to the southwest (8/4/20). View to the west (8/4/20).

ID:  097-08-01-01

View to the south (8/4/20).View to the east (8/4/20).

Location SW¼, SE¼, SE¼, NE¼ Section 2, T97N, R8W, Springfield Township
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Dates Constructed: mid to late nineteenth century



Map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1886 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1905 map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1915 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1930s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). 1950s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').

1980s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). Modern aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').
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»Gardner, Wanda (editor). A Self-Guiding Auto Tour of Winneshiek County, Iowa. Originally published 1987. Winneshiek County Historic 
Preservation Commission, Decorah, Iowa. (2005)
»Johnson, Steve. National Register of Historic Places Nomination: Jacobson Farm, Winneshiek County, Iowa. Norwegian-American Museum, 
Decorah, Iowa. (1980)
»(See Appendix B)

The historical value of the Jacobson Barn, and the family farm as a whole, is reflected through the continuity in development dating from 
settlement through the mid-twentieth century, the existence of extensive physical and written documentation regarding the farm’s history, and the 
significance of the second generation owner and operator Abraham Jacobson.  The Jacobson barn represents a core unit of the farm that was 
constructed in two phases, the first being the original stone structure measuring 32 by 44 ft that was built before the Civil War during the early 
period of the Jacobson settlement in the 1850s.  The second phase was the 28 by 48 ft frame addition that was added in 1888.  The stone building 
remains in remarkable condition and is largely void of any modern modifications outside of several slight alterations to the interior framework, and 
the addition of poured concrete floors at ground level.  Of particular note with the early portion of the barn is the evidence of experimentation and 
lack of experience in building technique, which has resulted in subsequent masonry repair along the walls due to cracking and settling of the 
foundation.  This is not reflected with the stone foundation of the later addition, which reveals a better understanding and mastery of stonemasonry.  
Thus, the Jacobson Barn is an exceptional example of gradual rural development that has been enlarged and altered to accommodate the changing 
needs of the Jacobson family farm since its establishment in the mid-nineteenth century.

SHPO 96-00112Name Jacobson Barn Township Springfield

Other Names

Type Barn Dimensions 48 x 72 ft (14.6 x 21.9 m)
Landowner Contact Norwegian American Museum | 1757 Valdres Rd., Decorah

View to the southeast (8/4/20). View to the east (8/4/20).

ID:  097-08-01-02

View to the west (8/4/20).View to the southwest (8/4/20).

Location N½, NE¼, NE¼, SE Section 2, T97N, R8W, Springfield Township
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Map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1886 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1905 map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1915 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1930s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). 1950s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').

1980s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). Modern aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').
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»Beacon. Summary of Parcel 151120000700, Winneshiek County, Iowa. Available at http://www.beacon.schneidercorp.com. Accessed November 
2020. (2020)
»Gregory J. Torgrim, personal communication, 8/13/20
»(See Appendix B)

The Torgrim family, initially spelled Thorgrimson, first immigrated to America in 1850 when Jacob Thorgrimson traveled from Telemark, Norway 
to the Muskego Settlement in Wisconsin.  After marrying his wife Ragnhild “Randi” Knutsdatter, the family relocated to Springfield Township in 
Winneshiek County in 1851.  Following his attendance at Marshall Academy near Madison, Wisconsin, Jacob’s Son C. J. (Cornelius) and his wife 
Elena would return to Springfield Township to build a home of their own away from his parents.  However, what makes this house so unique is 
that the construction was entirely of C.J.’s invention.  Limestone obtained from a quarry owned by his uncle in Nordness was transported by buggy 
to the site of construction, where it was the crushed into a lime concrete mix to build the 1 ft thick walls.  While records indicate that the house was 
built sometime in the 1880s, specifically 1883 according to the Winneshiek County Assessor’s web page, current owner Gregory Torgrim (and 
descendant of C.J.) indicates that roughly the east-half of the house was first built in 1860.  This initial structure was referred to as the “House of 
Eight Gables” given the presence of the numerous structural elements present along the south façade that were later removed.  The remaining west-
half of the house was completed approximately 5 years later.  C. J. would go on to be one of the founders of the Nordness Creamery in 1889, 
serving as manager in charge of shipping butter to distant cities, then later as secretary and treasurer.  He was also instrumental in establishing a 
rural telephone service in the early 1900s for the town, in addition to serving as president...(See Appendix B)

SHPO 96-00130Name Torgrim Stone House Township Springfield

Other Names Thorgrimson House; Thorgrim House

Type House Dimensions 27 x 46 ft (8.2 x 14 m)
Landowner Contact Gregory Torgrim | 2069 County Rd. W42, Decorah

View to the northwest (8/13/20). View to the north (8/13/20).
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View to the southeast (8/13/20).View to the southwest (8/13/20).

Location SE¼, NE¼, NE¼, NE¼ Section 11, T97N, R8W, Springfield Township
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Map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1886 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1905 map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1915 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1930s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). 1950s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').

1980s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). Modern aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').
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»Johnson, Steven L., Rev. Donald Berg, and Charles Langton. An Intensive Historical Site Survey of the Washington Prairie Settlement.
Winneshiek County Historic Preservation Commission. Submitted to the Iowa Bureau of Historic Preservation, Contract No. 19-89-40045A.007. 
Copies available from Winneshiek County Historic Preservation Commission, Decorah, Iowa. (1990)
»(See Appendix B)

The Washington Prairie Lutheran Church traces its origins back to the Little Iowa Congregation, whose first permanent pastor was Ulrik Vilhelm 
Koren, who arrived with his wife Elisabeth on December 22, 1853.  The first Washington Prairie Lutheran Church was a frame building built in 
1855 that was similar in design to the Washington Prairie Methodist Church to the west.  Under Rev. Koren’s leadership, the decision to build a 
nearby college in Decorah (Luther College) was made at this church in October 1857, which would be the first synod meeting to be held west of 
the Mississippi River.  Rev. Koren would go on to serve as a pastor for 57 years, assisting in the creation of over 50 local churches in the area.  At 
the end of 1863, the Little Iowa Congregation was divided into six separate congregations that included Washington Prairie, Glenwood, Calmar, 
Stavanger, Madison, and Decorah.  Plans for the current Washington Prairie Lutheran Church were drawn in 1865, designed by the same Chicago 
architect who also conceived the Glenwood Church, Stavanger Church, and the old Luther College Main building.  Congregation members began 
quarrying limestone from the nearby Bruvold and Hegg quarries beginning in 1867, with construction continuing until the church’s dedicated on 
December 17, 1873.  The steeple measuring 150 ft tall and 6 ft across at the top was completed in 1878.  The Parish Hall and Sunday School rooms 
would be constructed in 1946 and 1947, with congregation members quarrying the same limestone that was used to build the church.  The 
Washington Prairie Lutheran Church would later be voted one of the 12 great churches in American according to a poll...(See Appendix B)

SHPO 96-00156Name Washington Prairie Lutheran Church Township Springfield

Other Names Little Iowa Congregation

Type Church Dimensions Church: 40 x 96 ft (12.2 x 29.3 m)| Parish Hall: 64 x 93 ft (19.5 x 28.3 m)
Landowner Contact Washington Prairie Lutheran Church | 1725 Washington Prairie Rd., Decorah

View to the southeast (8/3/20). View to the northeast (8/3/20).
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View to the northwest (8/3/20).View to the north (8/3/20).

Location SW¼, SW¼, NE¼, NW¼ Section 12, T97N, R8W, Springfield Township
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Map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1886 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1905 map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1915 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1930s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). 1950s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').

1980s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). Modern aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').
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»Gardner, Wanda (editor). A Self-Guiding Auto Tour of Winneshiek County, Iowa. Originally published 1987. Winneshiek County Historic 
Preservation Commission, Decorah, Iowa. (2005)
»Johnson, Steve. National Register of Historic Places Nomination: Washington Prairie Methodist Church, Winneshiek County, Iowa. Norwegian-
American Museum, Decorah, Iowa. (1979)
»(See Appendix B)

The Washington Prairie Methodist Church is historically considered the “mother church” of Methodism in Norway.   The origin of the 
congregation begins with the arrival of a caravan of Norwegian-American immigrants led by Nelson Johnson from Muskego, Wisconsin to 
Washington Prairie in July of 1850.  The first Norwegian Methodist meeting west of the Mississippi River would be organized by Ole Peter 
Peterson at the house of Nelson Johnson in April of 1852.  Peterson would return to Norway in 1853 and found the first Methodist congregation in 
that country, with the Washington Prairie congregation continuing to meet in local homes for another 10 years until the construction of the 
Washington Prairie Methodist Church.  Displaying elements of both Gothic and Greek Revival, the church was constructed of the soft limestone 
procured from the nearby Branhagen farm quarry and features pointed gothic windows, a round arched entrance, and a large interior room 
comprised of two aisles leading to the centrally-located pulpit.  The cemetery was established in conjunction with the church, as no previous 
Methodist cemetery existed previously aside from the Opdahl family plot located nearby.  The church would later go on to be used quarterly from 
1888 until its official closing in 1920.  During this time there were very few modernizations to the Washington Prairie Methodist Church that are 
normally expected with early religious structures, resulting in exceptional original condition reflective of the building’s architectural significance.  
Both the church and cemetery were later restored in 1972 by the Vesterheim Norwegian-American Museum.  Such esteem was held by the...(See 

SHPO 96-00142Name Washington Prairie Methodist Church Township Springfield

Other Names

Type Church Dimensions 28 x 40 ft (8.5 x 12.2 m)
Landowner Contact Washington Prairie Association, Inc. | 2059 County Rd. W42, Decorah

View to the northwest (8/2/20). View to the north (8/2/20).
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View to the south (8/2/20).View to the southeast (8/2/20).

Location NW¼, SW¼, SW¼, NW¼ Section 12, T97N, R8W, Springfield Township
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Map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1886 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1905 map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1915 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1930s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). 1950s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').

1980s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). Modern aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').
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»Beacon. Summary of Parcel 151120000500, Winneshiek County, Iowa. Available at http://www.beacon.schneidercorp.com. Accessed November 
2020. (2020)
»Johnson, Steve. The Survey of Schoolhouses in Winneshiek County, Iowa. Winneshiek County Historic Preservation Commission, Decorah, Iowa. 
(1986)
»(See Appendix B)

The Red Oak School is one of several stone schools built in the Springfield Township following redistricting and the loss of the first county 
schoolhouse located at the Pioneer Cemetery.  The Branhagen School was the first stone schoolhouse of the township built in 1862 and was located 
approximately one-half mile to the west across from the Branhagen farmstead.  This small (16 x 20 ft) structure was quickly outgrown by the end of 
the 1860s and later converted into a blacksmith shop.  A new stone schoolhouse (the Red Oak School) was built by Paul Warner and Andrew 
Branhagen in 1871 on land purchased from the Torgrimson’s for thirty dollars.  The school would later be named after the Red Oak Creamery, 
which was located across the road to the east, as well as for the numerous oak trees which populated the vicinity.  The school was furnished with 
home-made benches and was heated by a box stove located near the back of the building in which the stovepipe ran the length of the room to the 
chimney located on the opposite end.  Around 1900, a cellar was excavated and a new furnace, with the chimney then relocated to the north side of 
the school.  A woodshed that was originally located on the north side was also moved at this time to improve the school grounds with the addition 
of playground equipment.  The schoolhouse was later converted into home, with the frame entryway and garage additions along the east façade 
installed in 1966.

SHPO 96-00134Name Red Oak School Township Springfield

Other Names

Type School House Dimensions 20 x 30 ft (6.1 x 9.1 m)
Landowner Contact Gregory Torgrim | 2051 County Rd. W42, Decorah

View to the southeast (7/30/20). View to the south (7/30/20).
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View to the north (7/30/20).View to the east (7/30/20).

Location SE¼, SE¼, SE¼, NE¼ Section 11, T97N, R8W, Springfield Township
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Map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1886 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1905 map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1915 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1930s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). 1950s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').

1980s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). Modern aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').
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»Darrel R. Branhagen, personal communication, 7/31/20
»Johnson, Steve. Official Iowa Site Inventory Form for the Branhagen Farm. Site Inventory Number 96-00136. On file, State Historic Preservation 
Office of Iowa, Des Moines. (1990)
»(See Appendix B)

The significance of the Branhagen farmstead lies with the family quarry from which stone was procured to construct many of the buildings 
throughout Nordness and Washington Prairie area, including several of the buildings located on the farm itself.  The Branhagen family first arrived 
in 1861 when Tosten and his wife Anna (Sevelrud) traveled from Hadeland, Norway with their nine children, including son Andrew who would 
later purchase the farmstead from his father in 1883.  The first school of the township was located across the road from the farm that was a small 
stone structure built in 1862, and the First Nordness Telephone Exchange was located in the Branhagen house.  The stone spring house represents a 
vernacular building style common to the Midwest and was likely used to keep milk cool given its location just west of the barn.  Constructed 
sometime around 1870, the spring house was probably one of the first structures built on the farmstead by Andrew Branhagen, possessing an 
identical craftmanship to other buildings constructed of the same soft limestone.  Also referred to as the “Old Hog House,” the origin of this name 
is unknown as no knowledge exists of hogs ever existing on the farm going as far back as the early twentieth century.

SHPO 96-00136Name Branhagen Spring House Township Springfield

Other Names Branhagen Hog House

Type Spring House Dimensions 15 x 20 ft (4.6 x 6.1 m)
Landowner Contact Darrel and Arlin Branhagen | 1796 Lincoln Hwy. Rd., Decorah

View to the northwest (7/31/20). View to the northeast (7/31/20).

ID:  097-08-06-01

View to the west (7/31/20).View to the southwest (7/31/20).

Location NW¼, SW¼, SW¼, NE¼ Section 11, T97N, R8W, Springfield Township
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Map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1886 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1905 map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1915 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1930s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). 1950s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').

1980s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). Modern aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').
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»Darrel R. Branhagen, personal communication, 7/31/20
»Johnson, Steve. Official Iowa Site Inventory Form for the Branhagen Farm. Site Inventory Number 96-00136. On file, State Historic 
Preservation Office of Iowa, Des Moines. (1990)
»(See Appendix B)

The Branhagen Ice House features the same soft limestone procured from the family quarry that was used in the construction of numerous other 
nearby structures located on the farm and throughout Washington Prairie, including the Washington Prairie Methodist Church.  In fact, some of 
this construction can be directly linked to Andrew Brahagen who applied his knowledge of stonemasonry from the 1870s through the 1890s.  
Arriving to the farmstead with his family from Norway in 1861 at the age of 16, Andrew would later serve in the Civil War from 1864–1865 before 
returning home and marrying his wife Oleanna (Rognlien) in 1884 after purchasing the farm from his father Tosten.  The stone ice house is 
considered to be of 1870s construction following Andrew’s return from the war, and was used to keep ice brought in from the Upper Iowa River 
along the railway in Nordness, as well as from the drainage creek on the farm.  The nearly square, simple gable roof structure features roughly 10 ft 
high walls that are 1.5 ft thick, with the stonework extending all the way up to the eaves.  Renovations to the structure occurred in 2010–2012 that 
include tuck pointing and replacing the older cedar shingles that were reportedly seven layers thick at the time.

SHPO 96-00136Name Branhagen Ice House Township Springfield

Other Names

Type Ice House Dimensions 18 x 19.5 ft (5.5 x 5.9 m)
Landowner Contact Darrel and Arlin Branhagen | 1796 Lincoln Hwy. Rd., Decorah

View to the northwest (7/31/20). View to the southeast (7/31/20).

ID:  097-08-06-02

View to the northeast (7/31/20).View to the south (7/31/20).

Location NW¼, SW¼, SW¼, NE¼ Section 11, T97N, R8W, Springfield Township
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Map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1886 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1905 map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1915 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1930s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). 1950s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').

1980s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). Modern aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').
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»Gary L. Belverud, personal communication, 8/3/20
»Johnson, Steven L., Rev. Donald Berg, and Charles Langton. An Intensive Historical Site Survey of the Washington Prairie Settlement.
Winneshiek County Historic Preservation Commission. Submitted to the Iowa Bureau of Historic Preservation, Contract No. 19-89-40045A.007. 
Copies available from Winneshiek County Historic Preservation Commission, Decorah, Iowa. (1990)
»(See Appendix B)

During the 1880s, Winneshiek County saw a transition from wheat production that had dominated the agricultural economy of the region, to 
farming practices that primarily centered around dairy.  As a result, the Washington Prairie settlement saw the development of three cooperative 
creameries, the first being the Opdahl Creamery located near Trout Run, followed by the Red Oak Creamery that operated just east of the Red Oak 
School, and finally the creamery established within the small community of Nordness (Belverud Creamery).  Founded between 1888 and 1889, the 
Nordness Creamery was constructed of local limestone procured from a nearby quarry located to the northeast across the creek.  The creamery 
produced butter, which was shipped east to Chicago, with the buttermilk sent back to the farmers for hog feed.  A frame building was once located 
just to the west that stored ice for the creamery.  The ice would be cut from the Upper Iowa River near the Tavener Bridge west of Decorah and 
transported by railway to the depot in Nordness, where horse teams would haul the ice to be packed in sawdust.  The second general store ever 
established in Nordness was later purchased and converted into the buttermaker’s quarters and for storage.  The creamery would succumb to fire in 
the summer of 1909, with damages totaling $4,000, but was rebuilt and expanded that same year.  Before closing in the early 1960s, the 
cooperative would change to buying milk in the 1940s, which encouraged business as the farmers no longer had to separate the cream.  Today, the 
creamery is used for storage and has experienced numerous modifications.  These include alterations to many of...(See Appendix B)

SHPO 96-00547Name Belverud Creamery Township Springfield

Other Names Nordness Creamery

Type Creamery Dimensions 45 x 65 ft (13.7 x 19.8 m)
Landowner Contact Gary Belverud | 2065 Nordness Rd., Decorah

View to the northwest (8/3/20). View to the west (8/3/20).
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View to the north (8/3/20).View to the south (8/3/20).

Location NW¼, SW¼, SW¼, NE¼ Section 10, T97N, R8W, Springfield Township
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Map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1886 map of the location (1" = 300').

1905 map of the location (1" = 300'). 1915 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1930s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). 1950s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').

1980s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). Modern aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').
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»Gary L. Belverud, personal communication, 8/3/20
»Andreas, Alfred T. Illustrated Historical Atlas of the State of Iowa.  Andreas Atlas Company, Chicago. (1875)
»Beacon. Summary of Parcel 151040000200, Winneshiek County, Iowa.  Available at http://www.beacon.schneidercorp.com.  Accessed 
November 2020. (2020)
»(See Appendix B)

The village of Nordness grew and developed with the arrival of the Burlington, Cedar Rapids, and Northern Railway in the 1880s, which later 
became the Rock Island Railway.  At its pinnacle, the small yet flourishing community boasted a schoolhouse, creamery, grain elevator, stockyard, 
train depot, blacksmith shop, telephone exchange, and two general stores.  However, with the departure of the railroad in the late 1960s, Nordness 
would experience a rapid economic decline.  One of the relics of the former town is the stone schoolhouse, which taught all eight grades to children 
from the surrounding area in addition to functioning as a center for voting and village meetings.  While some sources indicate the school was built 
shortly after the creamery around the year 1900, an earlier suggested construction date of 1870 is more likely given the school’s depiction on 
historic maps dating as far back as 1875 (Andreas).  The 13 ft high walls are over 1.5 ft thick and feature the same local quarry stone used to build 
the creamery.  The remnants of a central red brick chimney can be observed along the interior of the back (west) wall, and the school did possess a 
wood stove until a furnace was added in 1903.  An entrance to the basement can be found near the southeast corner of the school, the walls of 
which appear to be of cinder block construction.  With the county re-organization of the school system in 1962, the Nordness school quickly 
became vacant.  Shortly after its closing, the building was briefly used as home.  Unfortunately, a fire would later destroy a portion of the frame 
entrance, evidence of which can still be observed today.

SHPO 96-00550Name Belverud School Township Springfield

Other Names Nordness School; School No. 6 (District No. 6 School)

Type School House Dimensions 20 x 30 ft (6.1 x 9.1 m)
Landowner Contact Gary Belverud | 1875 Lincoln Hwy. Rd., Decorah

View to the southwest (8/3/20). View to the southwest (8/3/20).
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View to the south (8/3/20).View to the west (8/3/20).

Location NW¼, NW¼, NW¼, SE¼ Section 10, T97N, R8W, Springfield Township
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Map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1886 map of the location (1" = 300').

1905 map of the location (1" = 300'). 1915 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1930s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). 1950s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').

1980s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). Modern aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').
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»Ronald Moen, personal communication, 8/3/20
»Beacon. Summary of Parcel 151040000500, Winneshiek County, Iowa.  Available at http://www.beacon.schneidercorp.com.  Accessed 
November 2020. (2020)

This square milk house, also referred to as the farm pump house, features a centered south entrance facing the well and a single central window 
along the north façade.  The pyramid hipped roof consists of asphalt shingles and a decorative wooden cupola with louvered sides at the peak.  The 
stone walls are over 1.5 ft wide and range from 6.5–7.5 ft in height up the eaves.  Interestingly, the structure is constructed of the same local 
limestone used to build the creamery and schoolhouse in nearby Nordness and was likely procured from the same quarry located to north along the 
creek.  While the official construction date is unknown, the milk house was probably one of the first to be built on the farm in conjunction with the 
house (constructed 1882) sometime in the 1880s, which would roughly correspond with the establishment of the creamery.

SHPOName Moen Milk House Township Springfield

Other Names Moen Pump House

Type Milk House Dimensions 14 x 14 ft (4.3 x 4.3 m)
Landowner Contact Ron Moen | 2046 185th Ave., Decorah

View to the southwest (8/3/20). View to the northeast (8/3/20).
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View to the west (8/3/20).View to the southeast (8/3/20).

Location SE¼, NW¼, NW¼, SE¼ Section 10, T97N, R8W, Springfield Township
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Map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1886 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1905 map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1915 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1930s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). 1950s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').

1980s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). Modern aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').
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»James Ludeking, personal communication, 7/31/20
»Alexander, W. E. History of Winneshiek and Allamakee Counties, Iowa.  Western Publishing Company, Sioux City, Iowa. (1882)
»Bailey, Edwin C. Past and Present of Winneshiek County, Iowa.  2 vols.  The S. J. Clarke Publishing Company, Chicago. (1913)
»Beacon Summary of Parcel 150340000300, Winneshiek County, Iowa.  Available at http://www.beacon.schneidercorp.com.  Accessed December 
2020. (2020)

The Ludeking House is an interesting example of cordwood construction in which the interior wall is comprised of stacked stovewood logs that 
serve as a form of insultation, with stone forming the outside that result in a total width of over 2.5 ft.   This stone closely resembles the soft 
limestone observed with the Washington Prairie Methodist Church and Branhagen outbuildings and quite possibly was obtained from the same 
quarry.  The exterior of the house features a course stucco over the stone, with a porch and carport along the south wall and small frame addition (8 
x 20 ft) along the north wall.  A larger frame addition (18 x 30 ft) encompasses the west façade and serves as the main residence.  While the 
Winneshiek County Assessors website lists a construction date of 1872, the stone portion likely served as the initial residence of the property when 
it was first purchased by Halvor Garden in the early 1850s.  The oldest son of Haldor and Gertrude Garden, Halvor was born in Norway in 1828 
and would later leave his home country in 1848 to settle in Dane County, Wisconsin, for several years before moving to Winneshiek County.  He 
would soon marry another native of Norway, Miss Ingebor Opdahl, in 1854 and they would go on to have nine children together.  In consideration 
of this timeline, the stone portion of the house was likely the first residence of the married couple, with the larger frame addition constructed later 
out of necessity to support their growing family.  Harver Gardner is considered one of the early pioneers of Springfield Township, holding offices 
of trustee and sub-director, as well as serving as a local deacon in the Norwegian...(See Appendix B)

SHPOName Ludeking House Township Springfield

Other Names Garden House

Type House Dimensions 19 x 21 ft (5.8 x 6.4 m)
Landowner Contact James Ludeking | 2113 Stone Hill Rd., Decorah

View to the northwest (7/31/20). View to the west (7/31/20).
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View to the northeast (7/31/20).View to the south (7/31/20).

Location SE¼, SE¼, SW¼, SE¼ Section 3, T97N, R8W, Springfield Township
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Map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1886 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1905 map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1915 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1930s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). 1950s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').

1980s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). Modern aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').
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»Wayne Huinker, personal communication, 8/4/20
»Johnson, Steven L. Official Iowa Site Inventory Form for the Halvorson Stone Barn.  Site Inventory Number 96-00122.  On file, State Historic 
Preservation Office of Iowa, Des Moines. (1990)

The Huinker Barn, previously known as the Halverson Barn, is of a vernacular style and built around 1867 by the stonemason Torger Moen.  The 
main entry along the north façade features a banked solid ramp access that was built large enough to drive a team of horses through.  The limestone 
walls taper from 3 ft wide at the base to 18 in at the top, with the stone locally acquired from a nearby quarry west of the farm along Middle Calmar 
Road that closed in the 1940s.  The lower access to the barn is comprised of three rooms partitioned off by 18 to 20 inch wide stone walls, while 
the upper floor is supported by hewn logs that are 20 to 22 ft in length.  The farmstead was first purchased on May 13, 1861 by Peter Tollefson 
Tuenge and his wife Sigrid Thorstensdatter Kval, who arrived from Norway in the early-to-mid 1850s and married on October 10, 1858 in 
Washington Prairie.  The acreage would later be acquired in 1914 by John and Hilda Halverson, who had one of the first tractors and small-grain 
combines in the area.  The stone barn has received only a few modifications, including the addition of a cinder block milk house adjacent to the 
lower east entrance and the recent installation of a metal roof replacing the former wood shake.  As a result, the building still retains good structural 
integrity, including much of its original Gothic elements such as arched windows and doors.  Today, the Huinker Barn remains in remarkable 
condition and is one of the few stone barns in the region that is actively used for livestock (hogs).

SHPO 96-00122Name Huinker Barn Township Springfield

Other Names Halverson Barn

Type Barn Dimensions 32 x 62 ft (9.7 x 18.9 m)
Landowner Contact Wayne Huinker | 2091 Middle Ossian Rd., Decorah

View to the northwest (8/4/20). View to the west (8/4/20).
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View to the south (8/4/20).View to the northeast (8/4/20).

Location SW¼, NE¼, NE¼, NE¼ Section 9, T97N, R8W, Springfield Township
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Map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1886 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1905 map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1915 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1930s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). 1950s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').

1980s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). Modern aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').
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»Rodney Rovang, personal communication, 6/27/20
»Beacon. Summary of Parcel 151620000300, Winneshiek County, Iowa.  Available at http://www.beacon.schneidercorp.com.  Accessed 
November 2020. (2020)
»Johnson, Steven L., Rev. Donald Berg, and Charles Langton. An Intensive Historical Site Survey of the Washington Prairie Settlement.  
Winneshiek County Historic Preservation Commission.  Submitted to the Iowa Bureau of Historic Preservation, Contract No. 19-89-40045A.007.  

The history of the Rovang farmstead begins when Ole O. Rovang and his family first settled in Springfield Township in the fall of 1853.  The 
family would take initial residence for several years within a partial dugout and frame cabin heated by a wood stove while the permanent house was 
being built.  The original driveway imprinted with wagon ruts, as well as the dugout portion of the dwelling itself, can still be observed on the 
property today.  The Rovang Parachial School, a log school house built in 1879 that was used primarily for religious instruction, was also located 
across the road from the farmstead that can now be found at the Vesterheim Norwegian-American Museum in Decorah.  While the exact 
construction date of the spring house is unknown, it was likely built in conjunction with the other outbuildings on the farmstead, with the house 
completed in 1860 according the Winneshiek County Assessor’s webpage.  The front-gabled structure is oriented in a northwest-southeast 
direction and aligns with the creek running adjacent to the northeast wall.  Nearly 2 ft in thickness, the stone walls average roughly 5 ft in height 
and extend as high as 8.5 ft to the gable peaks.  The only wall openings include the southeast-facing entrance and a small, centrally-located window 
overlooking the creek to the northeast.  While not situated over an active spring, water was piped into the building from the creek for cooling 
purposes.  Although the frame roof and wood floor have long since deteriorated, some of the original equipment used in the spring house still 
remain, including several milk tanks and metal piping.  

SHPO 96-00162Name Rovang Spring House Township Springfield

Other Names

Type Spring House Dimensions 12 x 12 ft (3.7 x 3.7 m)
Landowner Contact Rodney Rovang | 1979 Middle Ossian Rd., Decorah

View to the north (6/27/20). View to the northwest (6/27/20).
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View to the west (6/27/20).View to the south (6/27/20).

Location SW¼, NW¼, NE¼, NE¼ Section 16, T97N, R8W, Springfield Township
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Map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1886 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1905 map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1915 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1930s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). 1950s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').

1980s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). Modern aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').
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»Bailey, Edwin C. Past and Present of Winneshiek County, Iowa.  2 vols.  The S. J. Clarke Publishing Company, Chicago. (1913)
»Sparks, Charles H. History of Winneshiek County, Iowa.  Riverside Printing House, Milwaukee, Wisconsin. (1877)

The Cote House is shrouded in mystery and intrigue, a stone relic of a once prosperous farmstead that has now stood vacant for decades.  The two-
story, side-gabled structure features a basement, round arched windows, and entrances located along the north and east walls.  In particular, the east 
wall entrance is centered and at one time was enclosed by a frame porch, with the basement entrance located just to the south with stone retaining 
walls and steps leading below ground.  A majority of the west wall has collapsed into the basement, but aerial images indicate that a large frame 
addition once extended off of this wall until at least 2002, which may have served as the main entrance to the house.  The bright red discoloration 
of the stone, the result of intense heat, suggests that this addition was destroyed by fire.  The stone used to construct the house is a soft limestone 
that is identical to the material used to build the nearby Washington Prairie Methodist Church and Branhagen outbuildings, possibly originating 
from the same quarry.  In fact, numerous inscriptions into the soft stone can be found on the exterior of the north wall that include initials and dates 
such as “G. M. O.,” “J. G. O.,” and “Geo. Swennes.”  Little is known about the history of the property aside from what can be gleaned from historic 
maps and brief county history excerpts.  The earliest affiliation to the property is with a G. (Gulbrand) Gulbrandson who settled in Winneshiek 
County with his wife in 1852 after traveling from Norway.  Mr. Gulbrandson would eventually pass on July 28th of 1903, with the farmstead 
acquired by a G. M. Oyloe soon after by 1905.  This name...(See Appendix B)

SHPOName Cote House Township Springfield

Other Names

Type House Dimensions 20 x 30 ft (6.1 x 9.1 m)
Landowner Contact Luke Cote | 1925 185th Ave., Decorah

View to the north (8/4/20). View to the northeast (8/4/20).
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View to the east (8/4/20).View to the southeast (8/4/20).

Location SW¼, SW¼, NW¼, SE¼ Section 15, T97N, R8W, Springfield Township
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Map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1886 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1905 map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1915 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1930s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). 1950s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').

1980s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). Modern aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').
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»Benda, Fr. Frank and Beatrice E. Sbiral. Official Iowa Site Inventory Form for St. Wenceslaus Church and Cemetery. Site Inventory Number 
96-00565. On file, State Historic Preservation Office of Iowa, Des Moines. (1984)
»Gardner, Wanda (editor). A Self-Guiding Auto Tour of Winneshiek County, Iowa. Originally published 1987. Winneshiek County Historic 
Preservation Commission, Decorah, Iowa. (2005)
»(See Appendix B)

When the first Czech pioneers began arriving in Spillville between 1854 and 1855, worship services were initially held at St. Clement Church 
located approximately one mile south of town.   As the building could only hold a congregation of around 60 people, a larger church was quickly 
required as families continued to settle the area.  Over the fall and winter of 1859, locally quarried limestone and rafter timbers acquired from the 
“big woods” located approximately 20 mi south of Spillville were accumulated in preparation for the new facility.  On May 16, 1860, construction 
of St. Wenceslaus Catholic Church began that was completed by the parishioners on September 28th of the same year when it was dedicated on St. 
Wenceslaus Day to honor the patron saint of Bohemia.  Modeled after St. Barbara’s Cathedral in their native homeland of Kutna Hora, 
Czechoslovakia (Bohemia), the church was enlarged in 1869 to its present day cross-shaped layout with the additions of the north and south wings, 
sanctuary, and bell tower.  The structure lacks any basement and is built directly over bedrock with 26 in wide stone walls that increase to 40 in 
wide where the bell tower is supported.  An organ built by the Pfeffer Organ Company of St. Louis, Missouri, was installed in 1876 that was played 
by the composer Antonin Dvorak during the summer of 1893 while he served as the church organist during his stay in Spillville.  The Grotto of 
Our Lady of Lourdes adjoining the church along the southeast wall was built in 1907 and features an early example of cast stone construction, a 
form for rock-faced concrete block.  Originally, the church floor consisted of wooden floor joists...(See Appendix B)

SHPO 96-00565Name St. Wenceslaus Church Township Calmar

Other Names St. Wenceslaus Catholic Church

Type Church Dimensions 86 x 144 ft (26.2 x 43.9 m)
Landowner Contact St. Wenceslaus Catholic Church | County Rd. B16/Church St., Spillville

View to the south (8/6/20). View to the northeast (8/6/20).
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View to the northwest (8/6/20).View to the north (8/6/20).

Location Lots 1–3 & 2–3, SE¼, SE¼, SE¼, NW¼ Section 19, T97N, R9W, Calmar Township
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Map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1886 map of the location (1" = 300').

1905 map of the location (1" = 300'). 1915 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1930s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). 1950s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').

1980s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). Modern aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').
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»Gardner, Wanda (editor). A Self-Guiding Auto Tour of Winneshiek County, Iowa. Originally published 1987. Winneshiek County Historic 
Preservation Commission, Decorah, Iowa. (2005)
»Klimesh, Michael F. National Register of Historic Places Nomination: Saint Wenceslaus Parochial School, Winneshiek County, Iowa. On file, 
State Historic Preservation Office of Iowa, Des Moines. (2009)

The St. Wenceslaus Parochial School, also known as the “Old School,” is the oldest standing Czech Parochial School in America.  Built in 1870, 
the two-story stone masonry structure features hollow-cavity walls designed for insulation against temperature and moisture, comprised of dressed, 
rough-cut limestone bonded by lime mortar and loosely filled with limestone rubble.  The exterior surface contains a veneer of lime concrete stucco 
that is scribed to imitate coursed ashlar (i.e., cut block) except for the west façade, where the stucco is troweled to a smooth finish.  A partial 
basement, thought to have initially been a small cellar that was later excavated out, is found below the south section of the building with a concrete 
floor and stone walls that are over 6 ft in height.  A crawl space is found below the north section.  The exterior basement entrance is found at the 
center of the west wall between two room-sized frame additions, the northernmost of which connects through a doorway to the kitchen.  A two-
story masonry tower projects from the center of the east façade, with the main entrance found at the base.  Originally, there were separate entrances 
for boys and girls on either side of the tower that were later partially filled and converted to window openings.  As a parochial school, roughly 
70–115 students would be under instruction at one time depending on the season, with the second floor functioning as a living space for the 
schoolmaster and family.  The school’s first teacher was J. J. (Jan Josef) Kovarik whose oldest son, Josef Jan, studied music in Prague and is 
responsible for bringing the composer Antonin Dvorak to Spillville in the...(See Appendix B)

SHPO 96-00568Name St. Wenceslaus Parochial School Township Calmar

Other Names St. Wenceslaus Convent; Old School; 1870 School

Type School House Dimensions 28 x 50 ft (8.5 x 15.2 m)
Landowner Contact St. Wenceslaus Catholic Church | County Rd. B16/Church St., Spillville

View to the south (8/6/20). View to the northwest (8/6/20).

ID:  097-09-01-02

View to the southeast (8/6/20).View to the northeast (8/6/20).

Location Lot 10 (except Lot 1 in 10), NW¼, NE¼, NE¼, SW¼ Section 19, T97N, R9W, Calmar Township

Printed: 02/16/21 Page A75

ID 097-09-01-02

Dates Constructed: 1870 | Parochial School: 1870–1901 | Convent: 1901–1976 | Boarding House: 1915–1955 | Renovated: 1917, 2002–2009



Map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1886 map of the location (1" = 300').

1905 map of the location (1" = 300'). 1915 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1930s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). 1950s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').

1980s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). Modern aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').
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»Shirley Francis (Manager of the Bily Clocks Museum), personal communication, 11/10/20
»Decorah Newspapers. Winneshiek County, Iowa: Visions of the Past. Heritage House Publishing, Marceline, Missouri. (1998)
»Gardner, Wanda (editor). A Self-Guiding Auto Tour of Winneshiek County, Iowa. Originally published 1987. Winneshiek County Historic 
Preservation Commission, Decorah, Iowa. (2005)
»(See Appendix B)

The Bily Clock Museum is a two-story brick-faced, stone-sided structure of Italianate style, featuring a flat roof, window hood moldings, and 
cornice quoining in brick.  Round arch windows with stone sills and a wide entry are found with the principal façade in brick, with pointed arch 
windows found with the limestone sides.  The building was constructed in 1859 by Jacob Schmitt, a tinsmith who arrived from Bavaria in 1857, on 
a lot purchased from the founder of Spillville, Joseph Spielman.  The brick was fired in a kiln located in Cresco, Iowa, while the native stone was 
obtained from a local quarry located approximately 3 mi east of town.  Upon completion, the newly constructed building was used both as a home 
for Jacob’s wife and six children, and a tin shop in which he could apply his trade.  Divided into the two sections, the north half and entire second 
floor were the living quarters, while the south half of the first floor was where Jacob produced and sold common household items such as kettles, 
ladles, milk pails, coffee pots, and many more utensils.  The Schmitt family would temporarily move out of their house over the summer of 1893 
when the famous Czech composer Antonin Dvorak rented the upper floor to stay with his family.  Following Jacob’s death in 1913, the building 
would be under brief ownership of Frank Suchan before being sold to Wenzel Bina in 1915.  The Bina family would live in the building for 
another 30 years before the Bily brothers Joseph and Frank acquired the property in 1945.  Joseph and Frank were farmers and carpenters who took 
up woodcarving as a hobby over the winter months, building their first clock in 1913.  Over...(See Appendix B)

SHPO 96-00564Name Bily Clock Museum Township Calmar

Other Names Schmitt House

Type Museum Dimensions 32 x 42 ft (9.8 x 12.8 m)
Landowner Contact City of Spillville | P.O. Box 276, Spillville

View to the northwest (8/6/20). View to the southeast (8/6/20).
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View to the north (8/6/20).View to the northeast (8/6/20).

Location Lots 8 & 10 (Subdivided of Lots 43–46), SE¼, SW¼, NW¼, SE¼ Section 19, T97N, R9W, Calmar Township
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Map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1886 map of the location (1" = 300').

1905 map of the location (1" = 300'). 1915 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1930s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). 1950s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').

1980s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). Modern aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').

ID:  097-09-02-01Printed: 02/12/21 Page A78



»Beacon. Summary of Parcel 141945102200, Winneshiek County, Iowa. Available at http://www.beacon.schneidercorp.com. Accessed December 
2020. (2020)
»Gardner, Wanda (editor). A Self-Guiding Auto Tour of Winneshiek County, Iowa. Originally published 1987. Winneshiek County Historic 
Preservation Commission, Decorah, Iowa. (2005)
»(See Appendix B)

The two-story Wenzil Taylor Building is named after the proprietor who built the structure in 1871 to be used as a general merchandise store, and 
is the last surviving commercial building of Spillville’s original commercial district that was located at the south end of Main Street through the 
1870s.  The building’s construction is similar to the Bily Clocks Museum located several blocks north, including a flat roof and brick quoining 
with the rubble limestone sides.  However, the principal facade of the Wenzil Taylor Building is more architecturally elaborate, described as 
“brickmason’s vernacular Victorian Italianate” in style.  The brick front includes widely overhanging eaves with large brackets, window and main 
entry arches with dressed limestone keystones, and recessed brick panels and pilasters.  The window and entry arrangements along the native stone 
are somewhat irregular, with pointed arch windows associated with the second floor only.  A square brick addition (30 ft x 30 ft) was added to the 
west façade in 2002 and mimics the brick quoining found with the principal façade.  The original interior layout was plain, consisting of a single 
large room on each floor.  The basement contains three rooms, with the front half comprised of two continuously barrel-vaulted spaces that were 
likely used as brewery cellars.  A unique feature of the basement are two underground tunnels that were used during Prohibition.  Wenzil Taylor’s 
son, A. A. Novak, operated the family business until 1908, with several other proprietors continuing to utilize the building as a general store 
thereafter.  When the city of Spillville acquired the Wenzil Taylor Building...(See Appendix B)

SHPO 96-00570Name Wenzil Taylor Building Township Calmar

Other Names Old World Inn

Type Commercial Dimensions 30 x 60 ft (9.1 x 18.3 m)
Landowner Contact Joe Taylor (Wenzil Taylor Building LLC) | 331 South Main St., Spillville

View to the southwest (8/4/20). View to the west (8/4/20).
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View to the southeast (8/4/20).View to the southwest (8/4/20).

Location Lots 2-5, 3-5, 3-6, and 4-6, NE¼, NW¼, SW¼, SE¼ Section 19, T97N, R9W, Calmar Township
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Map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1886 map of the location (1" = 300').

1905 map of the location (1" = 300'). 1915 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1930s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). 1950s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').

1980s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). Modern aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').
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»Martin Timp, personal communication, 6/16/20
»Bailey, Edwin C. Past and Present of Winneshiek County, Iowa. 2 vols. The S. J. Clarke Publishing Company, Chicago. (1913)
»Becker, Janee and Brennan Dolan. Official Iowa Site Inventory Form for Commercial Building at 102 E. Main Street, Calmar, Winneshiek 
County. Site Inventory Number 96-00697. On file, State Historic Preservation Office of Iowa, Des Moines. (2015)
»(See Appendix B)

This two-story, brick-front commercial building has a flat roof and 2 ft thick walls comprised of coursed rubble limestone along the exterior of the 
west and south façades.  The most picturesque of these is the west wall, which features four second floor windows, a recessed first floor entrance, 
seven anchor plates, and a large mural of the public square gazebo that was once located at the intersection of Maryville St and Main St.  The rear 
of the building has a basement access and a wooden staircase leading to the two second floor entrances.  Dressed limestone keystones are located at 
the top of the all the windows, as well as the recessed entrances found with the stone portions of the building.  The principal brick façade has a 
roofline that features molded brackets and a wide molded frieze, while the first floor has a right bay recessed entrance, with the original left bay 
entrance now covered and replaced by a 1-light window.  Between the roofline and round arch windows are two date plates that read “A. Anderson 
1872” and “J. P. Landin 1872.”  While the recorded construction date is 1890 for the building, these date plates would suggest an earlier 
establishment.  John (Johan) P. Landin was born 1827 in Freesland, Sweden, arriving to Calmar in 1854.  At the time, the only building present 
was a shanty operating as a variety store and dwelling house that was run by Peter Clawson and Alf. Clark, Swedish natives who had arrived from 
California.  In addition to being the founders of Calmar, Clawson and Clark were also the first merchants and residents, with the location first 
known as Whiskey Grove in reference to a nearby grove of trees rumored to have...(See Appendix B)

SHPO 96-00697Name Timp Building Township Calmar

Other Names Anderson and Landin Building

Type Commercial Dimensions 44 x 60 ft (13.4 x 18.3 m)
Landowner Contact Martin Timp (St. Cloud LC) | 102 Main St., Calmar

View to the southeast (6/16/20). View to the south (6/16/20).
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View to the northeast (6/16/20).View to the east (6/16/20).

Location Lots 1-3, 2-3, 3-3, 2-4, and 3-4, E ½, NE¼, NE¼, NE¼ Section 35, T97N, R9W, Calmar Township
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Map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1886 map of the location (1" = 300').

1905 map of the location (1" = 300'). 1915 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1930s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). 1950s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').

1980s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). Modern aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').
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»Alexander, W. E. History of Winneshiek and Allamakee Counties, Iowa. Western Publishing Company, Sioux City, Iowa. (1882)
»Gardner, Wanda (editor). A Self-Guiding Auto Tour of Winneshiek County, Iowa. Originally published 1987. Winneshiek County Historic 
Preservation Commission, Decorah, Iowa. (2005)

Situated at the base of the upland, this root cellar is constructed of a crushed lime mortar and coursed rubble limestone walls that are nearly 1.5 ft 
thick.  The arched entry measures 9 ft wide, with the height expanding from 3.5 ft at the entrance to nearly 5 ft of clearance near the center.  The 
structure extends approximately 13 ft to the rear, which has experienced partial wall collapse and sediment infilling, but otherwise remains in 
remarkably good condition.  The root cellar represents one of the last remaining elements of the Peter Meyer pioneer farmstead that disappeared 
nearly 100 years ago.  Peter was born on January 20, 1821 in his native homeland of Germany, the son of Sebastian and Catharine Meyer.  After 
emigrating to Richmond, Virginia in 1846, Peter would go on to work in a rolling mill in Wheeling, West Virginia, eventually marrying another 
German native Miss Barbara Schmitt on June 19, 1849.  They would both arrive in Winneshiek County in 1854, purchasing 200 ac west of Calmar 
that would become a prosperous agricultural enterprise.  Peter and Barbara would have 11 children together, with the family farm eventual run by 
their son (also named Peter) through the turn of the century.  The property would come under ownership of a N. M. Nelson sometime in the early 
1900s, with the farmstead vacated and the outbuildings razed by 1940.  While the root cellar may be the last extant structure remaining from the 
farmstead, foundational remnants can still be found in the vicinity.  Since the removal of the Meyer farmstead, Lake Meyer Park has been 
established nearby that features a 38 ac man-made lake, recreational trails, campsites, and an...(See Appendix B)

SHPOName Mashek Root Cellar Township Calmar

Other Names Mashek Cold Storage

Type Root Cellar Dimensions 11.5 x 13 ft (3.5 x 4 m)
Landowner Contact Dennis Mashek | Lake Meyer Park, Calmar

View to the east (8/7/20). View to the northeast (8/7/20).
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View to the northeast (8/7/20).View to the east (8/7/20).

Location NE¼, SE¼, SE¼, NW¼ Section 33, T97N, R9W, Calmar Township
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Map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1886 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1905 map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1915 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1930s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). 1950s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').

1980s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). Modern aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').
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»See Appendix ** SIF 96-00795, Klimesh House

The Klimesh House represents a unique example of Central European-influenced architecture and one of the early pioneer homes in Sumner 
Township that was constructed by John Klimesh.  Born in April of 1829 in Zverkovice, Bohemia, John studied the art of stone masonry from his 
father before emigrating to the United States in 1854.  The farmstead began as an 80 acre parcel which was purchased on January 1, 1855, with his 
family speculating that John spent his first winter in a cabin constructed of logs leftover after the abandonment of historic Ft. Atkinson.  Mr. 
Klimesh would marry Anna Mikota in 1856 and increase his landholding to 200 acres.  From here the farm would flourish, increasing from 200 
pounds of butter produced and 30 acres of prairie cultivated in 1860, to 750 pounds of butter produced and 100 acres cultivated by 1870.  While 
the couple’s first home was a small log “hut,” this would soon be replaced by a stone house constructed (ca. 1857) using the same practices John 
was taught by his farther in Bohemia.  With a steeply pitched gable roof and a previously attached summer kitchen, the residence could be 
considered reminiscent of an architectural style that is described as Pennsylvanian German Traditional.  The two-story summer kitchen was a frame 
structure with a one-story open porch that was found near the north end of the west façade but was torn down following a fire, which is why it is no 
longer seen today.  The stone house also had several lean-to’s/porches over the entrances that have long since been disappeared.  One of the more 
substantial of these additions was a lean-to extending along the entire east façade that was likely where...(See Appendix B)

SHPO 96-00795Name Klimesh House Township Sumner

Other Names

Type House Dimensions 17.5 x 28 ft (5.3 x 8.5 m)
Landowner Contact Gabriel Klimesh | County Rd. B16, Calmar

View to the southwest (6/16/20). View to the southeast (6/16/20).

ID:  097-10-01-01

View to the west (6/16/20).View to the northwest (6/16/20).

Location SE¼, SW¼, NE¼, SW¼ Section 16, T97N, R10W, Sumner Township
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ID 097-10-01-01

Dates Constructed: ca. 1857



Map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1886 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1905 map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1915 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1930s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). 1950s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').

1980s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). Modern aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').
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»Beacon. Summary of Parcel 132210000100, Winneshiek County, Iowa.  Available at http://www.beacon.schneidercorp.com.  Accessed December 
2020. (2020)

The Shatek Barn is an interesting example of rural vernacular stonemasonry featuring random uncoursed limestone rubble walls, as well as 
irregularly shaped and arranged window and entrance openings.  Hewn timber lintels are associated with several of these windows where large 
machine-cut nails could be observed.  The 7 ft high walls are roughly 2 ft thick and are comprised primarily of surface collected field limestone, 
although several instances of rounded glacial till cobbles, such as granite and basalt, are integrated at isolated locations.  The slanted frame roof 
incorporates a large loft area that spans the length of the structure, with the wooden floor joists set into the stone walls.  The interior is a 
combination dirt floor and poured concrete pad, with several rounded timber posts supporting the loft area. Several modifications to the structure 
have occurred over the years, including the installation of ribbed metal paneling along the roof/loft area and alterations to the entrances as 
evidenced by the presence of red brick and poured concrete mortar.  Lower portions of the limestone walls commonly exhibit a polished gleam 
interpreted to originate from abundant contact with livestock resulting in rounded edges and smoothed surfaces.  According to the Winneshiek 
County Assessor’s webpage, the barn was constructed sometime at the turn of the century around the year 1900.

SHPOName Shatek Barn Township Sumner

Other Names

Type Barn Dimensions 22 x 64 ft (6.7 x 19.5 m)
Landowner Contact Roger Shatek | 3123 Poverty Hollow Rd., Calmar

View to the northwest (8/13/20). View to the northeast (8/13/20).

ID:  097-10-02-01

View to the southwest (8/13/20).View to the west (8/13/20).

Location NE¼, SW¼, NW¼, NW¼ Section 22, T97N, R10W, Sumner Township
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Dates Constructed: ca. 1900



Map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1886 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1905 map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1915 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1930s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). 1950s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').

1980s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). Modern aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').
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»Cindy Kvamme (congregation member), personal communication, 11/5/2020.
»Hanna, Rebecca (editor). A Brief History of Glenwood Lutheran Church. Electronic document, http://www.glenwoodlutheran.org/history, 
accessed November 12, 2020. (2014)
»(See Appendix B)

The beginning of Glenwood Lutheran Church starts in 1854 with the “Lille Iowa Menighed,” or the Little Iowa Congregation, with Rev. Nils 
Brandt serving as the rotating missionary between the congregations throughout the area (Madison, Washington Prairie, Stavanger, Calmar, 
Decorah, and Glenwood).  Vihelm Koren, one of the founders of Luther College, would later serve as pastor to the nearby congregational churches 
until 1883 when Rev. Nils Amlund accepted a call to the Glenwood Lutheran Church.  The first constitution of the Glenwood congregation was 
adopted shortly thereafter on March 17, 1885.  The first Glenwood church was a 30 x 40 ft frame building constructed in 1856 and painted white 
inside, with the lumber shipped from Lansing, Iowa.  As the Glenwood settlement quickly grew, so did the need for a new and larger church.  A 
committee was formed to plan the building of such a church from stone, with the plans drawn by the architect Griese of Cleveland, Ohio, who also 
designed the Washington Prairie Lutheran Church and the first Main building at Luther College.  Jens Olson Kaasa of Chicago served as the 
contractor overseeing the operation in which native limestone was procured from a quarry located 2.5 mi north of the building site.  The church 
foundation was laid in 1869, with the original frame church moved one-half mile south.  The walls, roof, and stone portion of the tower were raised 
in the spring of 1870, and the keystone at the top of the large arched window above the entrance bears this date.  Following completion of the 
inside finishing work by Olaus W. Erickson of Lansing, Iowa, the new Glenwood Lutheran Church was dedicated on November...(See Appendix 

SHPO 96-00218Name Glenwood Lutheran Church Township Glenwood

Other Names

Type Church Dimensions 40 x 91 ft (12.2 x 27.7 m)
Landowner Contact Glenwood Lutheran Church | 1197 Old Stage Rd., Decorah

View to the southeast (7/29/20). View to the east (7/29/20).

ID:  098-07-01-01

View to the northwest (7/29/20).View to the southwest (7/29/20).

Location W ½, NW¼, NW¼, NE¼ Section 26, T98N, R7W, Glenwood Township
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Dates Constructed: 1869–1870 | Dedicated: 1874 | Tower: 1882, 1892



Map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1886 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1905 map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1915 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1930s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). 1950s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').

1980s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). Modern aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').
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»See Appendix ** SIF 96-00794, Sampson House

The setting around the Sampson House has changed significantly over the years.  The once bustling farmstead has lost many of its original 
outbuildings, with the surrounding agricultural fields now fallow with the encroachment of dense woodland environments.  The original entryway 
to the house, accessed by the wrap-around porch, actually faced south toward a former alignment of the road that previously ran on the west side of 
the property.  When acquired by the current owners in 1989, the stone house was in a state of severe disrepair and the family was advised to 
demolish the structure.  Not willing to give up on such a rare and unique pioneer home, the family persevered through over two decades of 
restorative work.  The exterior septic system would be replaced, and the foundation would be stabilized, including replacing the bare earth 
basement floor with concrete.  A large frame addition (20 x 40 ft) encompassing the entirety of the north façade would be added in 1992 for 
additional living space, and the rapidly deteriorating wrap-around porch with be replaced with a modern one closely resembling its original 
appearance.  The mortar joints of the rough-cut native stone would be repointed in stages, an ongoing process that would be completed in the early 
2000s by local stonemasons.  Thanks to these renovations, the house will have the opportunity to tell its history for generations to come.  The 
property was first acquired in 1853 by Thomas E. Stanton, one of the earliest settlers in Glenwood Township, with the residence built several years 
later.  In 1867, ownership would come under Peter Olsen, a pioneer industrialist of the township who the...(See Appendix B)

SHPO 96-00794Name Sampson House Township Glenwood

Other Names

Type House Dimensions 20 x 30 ft (6.1 x 9.1 m)
Landowner Contact Reginald Sampson | 2271 133rd Ave., Decorah

View to the northeast (7/30/20). View to the east (7/30/20).

ID:  098-07-02-01

View to the west (7/30/20).View to the southwest (7/30/20).

Location NE¼, NW¼, SW¼, NW¼ Section 34, T98N, R7W, Glenwood Township
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Dates Constructed: ca. 1857



Map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1886 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1905 map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1915 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1930s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). 1950s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').

1980s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). Modern aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').
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»James R. Boeding, personal communication, 7/22/20
»Bailey, Edwin C. Past and Present of Winneshiek County, Iowa. 2 vols. The S. J. Clarke Publishing Company, Chicago. (1913)
»Beacon. Summary of Parcel 111830000500, Winneshiek County, Iowa. Available at http://www.beacon.schneidercorp.com. Accessed November 
2020. (2020)

This milk house is part of the farmstead originally established by Engel Mikelson (also spelled Mikkason and McKalson), one of the early settlers 
of Winneshiek County.  Born to Mikel and Anna Samuelson in April of 1834, Engel was educated and raised on the family farm in Norway, 
learning both practical and progressive agricultural methods from his father.  At the age of 22, Engel would leave his native homeland for America, 
settling in Winneshiek County in 1857 to begin applying his knowledge of farming.  What started as 80 ac quickly grew to 360 ac of improved and 
developed farmland, in addition to running a successful dairy operation that included breeding of thoroughbred stock.  Engle would marry Sarah 
Dahle in June of 1865, a native of Norway who arrived in Winneshiek County with her mother in 1860.  They would go on to have 10 children 
together and Engel would become widely respected in local business circles for his “high standards of integrity and his honorable dealings.”  While 
the Winneshiek County Assessor’s webpage indicates that the milk house was constructed in 1900, this date was likely earlier given the 
establishment of the Mikelson farm and the importance of the dairy operation.  The small square building features a hipped pyramid roof with 
overhanging eaves and stone walls that are nearly 2 ft thick and average roughly 7 ft in height.  A central, recessed entry and single central window 
are found along the south and east façades respectively, both of which extend to the roofline.  As part of the dairy operation, water would be 
pumped by wind into a holding tank within the milk house, which was used for cooling and separating the cream....(See Appendix B)

SHPOName Mikelson Milk House Township Decorah

Other Names Boeding Milk House

Type Milk House Dimensions 14 x 14 ft (4.3 x 4.3 m)
Landowner Contact James Boeding | 2173 Madison Rd., Decorah

View to the northwest (7/22/20). View to the northeast (7/22/20).

ID:  098-08-01-01

View to the west (7/22/20).View to the north (7/22/20).

Location NW¼, NE¼, NW¼, SE¼ Section 18, T98N, R8W, Decorah Township
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Dates Constructed: ca. 1900



Map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1886 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1905 map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1915 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1930s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). 1950s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').

1980s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). Modern aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').
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»Alexander, W. E. History of Winneshiek and Allamakee Counties, Iowa. Western Publishing Company, Sioux City, Iowa. (1882)
»Bailey, Edwin C. Past and Present of Winneshiek County, Iowa. 2 vols. The S. J. Clarke Publishing Company, Chicago. (1913)
»Strand, Adrian. Official Iowa Site Inventory Form for the Decorah Locker. Site Inventory Number 96-00422. On file, State Historic Preservation 
Office of Iowa, Des Moines. (1988)
»(See Appendix B)

The Reardon House has been referred to by many names over the years given its unique history, including the Big Spring Hotel and Saloon and the 
Old Wepler Locker Stone House.  Located at a site that was commonly referred to as “Bottle Hill,” the origin of the two-story limestone building is 
affiliated with a German emigrant named Jacob Haas.  Born on July 16, 1834 in Baden, Germany, Jacob immigrated to American in 1853 where he 
would learn the blacksmith trade in Maryland and eventually marry his wife Margaret Rice there in 1857.  Shortly after their marriage, the Haas 
family temporarily relocated to Dubuque, Iowa, before finally settling in Decorah in 1859.  Jacob would work as a blacksmith until enlistment in 
1862, serving as a farrier for nearly three years with the Sixth Iowa Calvary in the Civil War.  Afterwards, he would return to Decorah to engage in 
farming and operation of a saloon and wayside inn conveniently located at the juncture of two former roads, one of which was a State Road 
established in 1853.  In 1876, Jacob would purchase a meat market that is represented by the brick and concrete block building located on the 
property.  His son Charles would soon own and manage the business by 1882, the only locker plant located in Decorah, with a Walter Wepler the 
last proprietor who operated the facility for nearly 50 years.  The Reardon House embodies three styles of stonemasonry represented by three 
distinct sections that can be separated as the west half, east half, and the north addition.  The east half (16 x 24 ft) and the north addition (21 x 24 
ft), which covers the entire north façade, were likely established first as the living quarters...(See Appendix B)

SHPO 96-00422Name Reardon House Township Decorah

Other Names Big Spring Hotel and Saloon; Old Wepler Locker Stone House; Decorah Locker

Type House Dimensions 37 x 54 ft (11.3 x 16.4 m)
Landowner Contact Adrian Strand | 2763 College Dr., Decorah

View to the northwest (7/25/20). View to the north (7/25/20).
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View to the west (7/25/20).View to the west (7/25/20).

Location E ½, NE¼, SW¼, NE¼ Section 5, T98N, R8W, Decorah Township
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Dates Constructed: ca. 1868 (1859–1862?) | Renovated: 1980s



Map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1886 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1905 map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1915 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1930s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). 1950s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').

1980s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). Modern aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').
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»Dick Trytten, personal communication, January 8, 2021
»Beacon. Summary of Parcel 110720200200, Winneshiek County, Iowa.  Available at http://www.beacon.schneidercorp.com.  Accessed 
November 2020. (2020)

The Trytten House is a two-story masonry building oriented in a northeast-southwest direction along Pole Line Road near Decorah.  Construction 
of the stone house started in 1856 by Charles R. Child, supposedly by laying a course of stone in the morning and then working in the fields in the 
afternoon until completion.  Originally, a large frame addition was attached to the southwest façade which was the only way to access the 2nd floor 
of the stone house, as there was no internal staircase.  The addition would later disappear due to a likely fire, but a foundation outline over one foot 
wide and encompassing a rectangular depression (roughly 18 x 30 ft) can still be observed as a faint discoloration in the grass.  The exterior has 
received little in modifications outside of the cedar paneling along the southwest façade where the frame addition was attached.  The 14 ft high 
walls are comprised of regular coursed native limestone that extend to 20 ft at the gable ends.  Dating as far back as the 1940s, the exterior 
stonework was actually covered by stucco, which undoubtedly assisted in the remarkable preservation of the structure that continues today.  A later 
addition to the house, the northeast gable end has a projected first floor entrance set in cinder block and overlain by poured concrete steps that lead 
toward a recessed entrance at the center of the second floor.  The oak-framed interior was simply designed, consisting of a single room on each 
floor, a small first floor bathroom in the corner, and no basement.  Numerous renovations have since occurred, including the addition of a concrete 
floor with in-floor heating, installation of a spiral...(See Appendix B)

SHPOName Trytten House Township Decorah

Other Names Tatro House; Child House

Type House Dimensions 18 x 28 ft (5.5 x 8.5 m)
Landowner Contact Richard and Dianne Trytten | 2166 Pole Line Rd., Decorah

View to the east (7/24/20). View to the southeast (7/24/20).
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View to the west (7/24/20).View to the south (7/24/20).

Location SE¼, NE¼, NW¼, NE¼ Section 7, T98N, R8W, Decorah Township
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Map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1886 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1905 map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1915 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1930s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). 1950s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').

1980s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). Modern aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').
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»Bailey, Edwin C. Past and Present of Winneshiek County, Iowa. 2 vols. The S. J. Clarke Publishing Company, Chicago. (1913)
»Beacon. Summary of Parcel 110810000300, Winneshiek County, Iowa. Available at http://www.beacon.schneidercorp.com. Accessed November 
2020. (2020)

This small stone outbuilding represents a utilitarian application of vernacular stonemasonry and is constructed in very similar fashion to the 
Ashmore-Jewell Ice House.  The 8 ft high walls are over 1.5 ft thick and comprised of regular coursed, rough-cut limestone that has been locally 
quarried.  The wood frame gable roof was painted red at one point and likely served as a loft area, with the original wood shingles replaced by a 
tee-panel standing seam tin roof.  The interior stonework has been covered by a lime concrete stucco painted in a pale red/pinkish hue, and a 
central wall divides the building into two halves.  The west half features the main recessed entrance, with a single window on the north and south 
façades.  Internally there is a concrete floor and a concrete holding tank, as well as a metal water pump toward the center of the room.  The east half 
features an expansive entrance along the south façade that is 7 ft wide, possibly suggesting this portion being used for machinery storage.  At the 
rear of the building there is a central opening extending to the wood frame that appears to have previously been modified and since boarded over.  
Based on the layout of the Ashmore-Jewell Ice House, this was originally an entry door.  In addition to the magnificent brick house, this ice house 
is one of several buildings associated with the Charles (C. O.) Moore farmstead.  A native of Illinois, Charles acquired the property when he turned 
his attention to farming, later marrying a Gustavia Erickson from Norway.  Charles was a well-respected member of the agricultural community, 
serving two elected terms from 1898 to 1904 as a member of the...(See Appendix B)

SHPOName Luther College Ice House Township Decorah

Other Names Luther College Community Garden

Type Ice House Dimensions 18 x 24 ft (5.5 x 7.3 m)
Landowner Contact Luther College | 2132 Pole Line Rd., Decorah

View to the southeast (7/21/20). View to the east (7/21/20).
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View to the south (7/21/20).View to the southwest (7/21/20).

Location SE¼, SW¼, SW¼, NW¼ Section 8, T98N, R8W, Decorah Township
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Map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1886 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1905 map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1915 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1930s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). 1950s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').

1980s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). Modern aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').
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»Gardner, Wanda (editor). A Self-Guiding Auto Tour of Winneshiek County, Iowa. Originally published 1987. Winneshiek County Historic 
Preservation Commission, Decorah, Iowa. (2005)
»Hanson, Rebecca. National Register of Historic Places Nomination: Luther College Farm, Winneshiek County, Iowa. On file, State Historic 
Preservation Office of Iowa, Des Moines. (1979)

This ice house is one of the few buildings still remaining from the once flourishing English colony of Winneshiek County which consisted of 
roughly 30 families that settled in the area between 1867 and 1885.  Captain A. J. Ashmore left a career in the British army to pursue a life in 
agriculture, arriving to Decorah in 1867 where land was available and business opportunities more abundant.  Ashmore would purchase the 320 ac 
farm the next year, building the house and other outbuildings on the property before selling in 1874 when his family moved to a new home in West 
Decorah.  Jacob Jewell and his son Frank would continue operating the farmstead as the new owners until 1929 when Luther College purchased the 
acreage.  At this time, the college was trying to remain self-sufficient and seeking additional sources of income, but the purchase was seen as a 
dubious investment given the perceived financial risks.  Despite the controversy, the farmstead persevered and went on to provide a variety of food 
products to the college in the 1930s and 1940s, as well as student employment opportunities through the 1960s.  The one-story ice house has 
simply-dressed courses of limestone laid up to form 1.5 ft thick walls that create a cool place for storing ice and preserving food as initially 
intended prior to refrigeration.  The construction is quite similar to that of the ice house located at the Luther College community gardens, 
suggesting possible affiliation to the same English colony and/or stonemason.  A wooden plank wall separates the interior with a ceiling boxing off 
the smaller of the two sections to form a room that contains a concrete floor, a concrete tank, and a...(See Appendix B)

SHPO 96-00005Name Ashmore-Jewell Ice House Township Decorah

Other Names Luther College Farm

Type Ice House Dimensions 19 x 27 ft (5.8 x 8.2 m)
Landowner Contact Luther College | 700 College Dr. (Baker Village), Decorah

View to the east (7/21/20). View to the northeast (7/21/20).
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View to the north (7/21/20).View to the south (7/21/20).

Location SW¼, SW¼, NW¼, SW¼ Section 9, T98N, R8W, Decorah Township
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Dates Constructed: ca. 1868–1874 | Jewell Farm: 1874–1929  | Luther College Farm: 1929–present



Map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1886 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1905 map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1915 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1930s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). 1950s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').

1980s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). Modern aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').
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»Gebhard, David and Gerald Mansheim. Buildings of Iowa. Oxford University Press, New York. (1993)
»Olive, Jan. Official Iowa Site Inventory Form for Luther College Campus Historic District at 700 College Drive, Decorah, Winneshiek County. 
Site Inventory Number 96-00775. On file, State Historic Preservation Office of Iowa, Des Moines. (2019)

The Pioneer Memorial at Luther College is one of the more architecturally fascinating structures on campus, featuring a concrete and stone outdoor 
chapel complete with a hollowed-out tree trunk pulpit and a monument commemorating the first college president Rev. Laur. Larsen who served 
from 1861 through 1902.  Located near the historic campus entrance at the intersection of Leif Erickson Drive and Ohio Street, the memorial is 
situated just south of the historic Koren Hall.  During the tenure of O. J. H. Preus (1932–1948), Luther College alumni commissioned the artist 
Tarkjel Landsuerk, a Norwegian immigrant who settled in southeast Minnesota, to design a tribute to mark the centennial birthday of Laur. Larsen.  
Built first in 1933, the Larsen monument is a rectangular block (7 x 8 ft) structure extending over 12 ft in height and placed at the center of large 
limestone slab pedestal (32 x 36 ft).  Featured on the monument is a bronze relief bust of Rev. Laur. Larsen set in a large granite boulder embedded 
in the limestone block.  The Pioneer Memorial would later be expanded in 1936 to celebrate Luther College’s 75th Anniversary with the addition 
of the limestone wall and concrete tree pulpit behind the Larson monument.  The curved wall spans 57 ft and measures 30 in above ground surface 
at its lowest point and over 10 ft at its highest elevation.  Set into the stone of the wall are nine bronze plaques honoring the founding Lutheran 
congregations and pioneers of the college, with a bronze relief bust of the first Main Building at the center in honor of Luther College’s Diamond 
Jubilee.  Immediately in front of the wall is a concrete tree trunk pulpit that is...(See Appendix B)

SHPO 96-00775Name Luther College Pioneer Memorial Township Decorah

Other Names Laur. Larsen Memorial

Type Memorial Dimensions Memorial: 8 x 12 ft (2.4 x 3.7 m)| Wall: 10 x 57 ft (3 x 17.4 m)| Tree Pulpit: 3.5
Landowner Contact Luther College | 700 College Dr. (Koren Hall), Decorah

View to the northeast (7/22/20). View to the north (7/22/20).
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View to the northeast (7/22/20).View to the northwest (7/22/20).

Location SE¼, SE¼, NE¼, NE¼ Section 17, T98N, R8W, Decorah Township
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Map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1886 map of the location (1" = 300').

1905 map of the location (1" = 300'). 1915 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1930s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). 1950s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').

1980s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). Modern aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').
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»Beacon. Summary of Parcel 111610200800, Winneshiek County, Iowa. Available at http://www.beacon.schneidercorp.com. Accessed November 
2020. (2020)
»Warner, George E. and C. M. Foote. Plat Book of Winneshiek County, Iowa. Warner and Foote, Minneapolis. (1886)

This single story, side-gabled spring house is one of the remaining buildings associated with an earlier farmstead located at the north end of 
Decorah near the Luther College campus.  Historic plat maps depict the farmstead as early as 1886, however the Winneshiek County Assessor’s 
webpage indicates that the house was built in 1926 and the spring house, identified as a frame shed, constructed in 1940.  Built into the backslope, 
the principal façade faces College Drive and consists of nearly 7 ft high walls with a centered, recessed entry with a single recessed window on 
either side.  No other openings are present with the structure, with less than 25 in of wall exposure associated with the rear of the building that is 
set into the upland landform.  Closer inspection reveals this wall to be constructed of cinder block and is likely the result of replacing the original 
wall due to collapse from slopewash and sediment weight.  This is supported by the installation of a rain gutter along the roofline at the rear only, 
as well as the addition of poured concrete along the exterior of the wall to deter moisture accumulation.  The remaining walls of the spring house 
are of stone, although the precise composition is difficult to accurately assess given the course application of stucco that has been painted white.  
However, a few small locations where the stucco has been compromised revealed what appears to be random uncoursed limestone rubble masonry.  
Several limestone slab retaining walls can be found around the building, including slab steps on the southeast side, which may be original to the 
farmstead.  Today, the spring house is no longer functional and is...(See Appendix B)

SHPOName Stille Spring House Township Decorah

Other Names

Type Spring House Dimensions 12 x 18 ft (3.7 x 5.5 m)
Landowner Contact Linda Stille | 619 College Dr., Decorah

View to the south (7/24/20). View to the southwest (7/24/20).
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View to the east (7/24/20).View to the west (7/24/20).

Location NW¼, NE¼, NW¼, NW¼ Section 16, T98N, R8W, Decorah Township
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Dates Constructed: ca. 1940



Map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1886 map of the location (1" = 300').

1905 map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1915 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1930s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). 1950s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').
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»Warner, George E. and C. M. Foote. Plat Book of Winneshiek County, Iowa. Warner and Foote, Minneapolis. (1886)
»Weis, Roz. Save this cave! Decorah Journal 26 September:A-7. Decorah, Iowa. (2019)

There is a colorful history behind this isolated “cave” along Locust Road, reputed as once being a “last chance saloon” where bootleggers would 
hide and secretly distribute their moonshine, and as well as a storage facility for dynamite during the construction of the road.  The real story 
behind the stone structure, according to Virginia (Frye) Goodyear, was that it was built as a root cellar for cold storage and was associated with a 
house previously located along the road in 1898 that was owned by Ernest (Ernie) Halse.  Indeed, an 1886 plat map depiction does indicate that a 
residence was once located inside the bend representing a previous alignment of Locust Rd.  Halse would later move the house further north to a 
farm he purchased in Section 4 that became known as the Ronan Land and Wood Company.  The grandfather of Virginia Goodyear, Frank Frye, 
would acquire this farm from the Halse family in 1936 through a trade of his residential West Decorah property consisting of a brick house and 
three lots, as well as a cash consideration in the deal.  Today, the root cellar is all that remains of where Ernest Halse first settled near Decorah.  
The barrel vaulted chamber is positioned along the base of steeply sloping upland backslope and is constructed of native rubble limestone likely 
obtained from nearby outcrops.  The 11 ft wide entrance is 5.5 ft high but expands to 7 ft of clearance toward the rear of the root cellar where a 
nearly square (20 x 28 in) “vent” at the top of wall extends through the back of the stone ceiling.  Despite a recent reconstruction project of Locust 
Rd, the Halse Root Cellar was preserved and remains in great condition, representing...(See Appendix B)

SHPOName Halse Cold Storage Township Decorah

Other Names

Type Root Cellar Dimensions 12 x 15 ft (3.7 x 4.6 m)
Landowner Contact Ricardo De La Rosa | Locust Rd., Decorah

View to the northwest (12/5/20). View to the north (6/16/20).

ID:  098-08-06-01

View to the north (6/16/20).View to the northwest (6/16/20).
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Map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1886 map of the location (1" = 2000').
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»See Appendix ** SIF 96-00791, Kline Brewery Beer Vaults

The Kline Brewery Beer Vaults provide a direct link to the early industrial growth of Decorah, representing one of the town’s most productive 
mid-19th century businesses.  Located along Dunning’s Springs in Decorah, the entrances of two separate stone “caves” of barrel-vault arch design 
can be observed along Quarry Street.  Constructed in 1857 by Diedrich Addicken, the actual brewery building was a 2 ½-story saltbox roofed 
structure that fronted Quarry Street based on an 1875 Alfred T. Andreas illustration.  This building would open up in the back to the large stone 
vaults used as beer-aging storage caves.  Remnants of the interior walls that once made up the original frame building can still be observed along 
the entrance to the larger vault, which leads to three large chambers constructed of rough-cut limestone laid in regular courses.  The largest of these 
interior chambers extends nearly 60 ft to the rear where a portion has collapsed, obscuring the entrance to the third and final chamber that extends 
to the west.  Dunning’s Springs supplied fresh water to the brewery that was transported to the beer vaults via wooden troughs and pipes.  Joseph 
Kline (also identified as Klein) would purchase the brewery business in 1866, later building the Italianate brick house located on the property today 
above the beer vaults.  This residence reportedly contained a passageway at one time leading to the beer vaults that was used to escape prohibition 
agents.  Joseph, along with his brothers Henry and Huber, would also purchase the Hencke’s soda water business that was located just to the west 
across Dunning’s Springs.  The Kline Brewery would ultimately...(See Appendix B)

SHPO 96-00791Name Kline Brewery Beer Vaults Township Decorah

Other Names

Type Root Cellar Dimensions Small Vault: 6.6 x 13 ft (2 x 3.9 m); Large Vault: 17.9 x 40.4 ft (5.4 x 12.3 m), 
Landowner Contact Daniel and Ann Mansfield | 203 Quarry St.; Decorah

View to the north (6/16/20). View to the north (6/16/20).
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View to the north (6/16/20).View to the northwest (6/16/20).
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Map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1886 map of the location (1" = 300').
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»Ted Wilson, personal communication, 10/29/20
»Gardner, Wanda (editor). A Self-Guiding Auto Tour of Winneshiek County, Iowa. Originally published 1987. Winneshiek County Historic 
Preservation Commission, Decorah, Iowa. (2005)
»Gardner, Wanda and Elizabeth Lorentzen (editors). Self-Guiding Tour of Decorah for Motorists and Cyclists. Originally published 1971 by 
Professor George E. Knudson (copyright). Winneshiek County Historic Preservation Commission, Decorah, Iowa. (2007)

Of recent construction, this charming bridge spans a cold water stream cascading from a small cave set in the high bluffs that is known as 
Dunning’s Spring.  Over many thousands of years, the narrow valley formed by Dunning’s Spring has been built up with calcareous tufa.  This 
geologically young limestone forms when calcium carbonate precipitates from the spring water and can sometimes have organic imprints of leaves 
or twigs.  The Dunning’s Spring location was previously known as “Mill Spring” in reference to the mills that were once powered by the water.  
William Painter, one of the first two settlers in Decorah, built a 16 ft square grist mill at the site in 1849.  E. C. Dunning would replace this with a 
larger five-story frame building in 1861 that would be converted into a factory in the early 1870s that produced ornamental stone marketed as 
“Decorah Marble.”  Waterpower from the spring would be used to saw and polish limestone quarried from the cliff face that would be converted to 
such items as tabletops and fireplace mantels.  The mill would eventually be torn down in 1897, and the land for the Dunning’s Spring park later 
purchased in 1946 by Fred Biermann and donated to the City Park Commission.  The latest contribution to the illustrious history and picturesque
landscape of the small valley has been the construction of the Dunning’s Spring Stone Arch Bridge, a project directed by the masterful stone mason 
Ted Wilson who has served the area for over 40 years.  Built entirely of dry-lain stone, the 7 ft wide bridge spans 30 ft across the stream and rises 
nearly 9 ft above the waterline.  The main structural stone used to build the arch and...(See Appendix B)

SHPOName Dunning Springs Arch Bridge Township Decorah

Other Names

Type Bridge Dimensions 7 x 30 ft (2.1 x 9.1 m)
Landowner Contact Board of Park Commission | Ice Cave Rd., Decorah

View to the north (6/17/20). View to the west (6/17/20).
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View to the northeast (6/17/20).View to the northwest (6/17/20).
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Map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1886 map of the location (1" = 300').
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»Gardner, Wanda (editor). A Self-Guiding Auto Tour of Winneshiek County, Iowa. Originally published 1987. Winneshiek County Historic 
Preservation Commission, Decorah, Iowa. (2005)
»Gardner, Wanda and Elizabeth Lorentzen (editors). Self-Guiding Tour of Decorah for Motorists and Cyclists. Originally published 1971 by 
Professor George E. Knudson (copyright). Winneshiek County Historic Preservation Commission, Decorah, Iowa. (2007)
»(See Appendix B)

Decorah’s Ice Cave is considered to be the largest glacier east of the Black Hills and the first cave in Iowa to attract over 5,000 tourists per year.  
Situated 1.5 mi east of Dunning’s Spring and overlooking the Upper Iowa River, the 200 ft long cave system was formed by slumping Galena 
limestone over the underlying Decorah shale, further aided by ice wedging during the glacial period.  In sharp contrast to other surrounding caves, 
which maintain a constant temperature equivalent to the mean annual temperature of the region (47°F), Ice Cave has cold air circulating freely 
through the winter that is trapped in the interior during the summer due to the mouth of the cave being positioned higher than the chamber.  As a 

result, rocks are cooled below the freezing point of water, forming 8–10 in of ice during the spring and early summer months and generally 
disappearing by September.  Pioneering the scientific investigation of Ice Cave was Spillville native Alois Kovarik, an instructor at the Decorah 
Institute who later achieved international recognition as a nuclear physicist while a professor of physics at Yale University.  Kovarik made his 
observations and collected data from Ice Cave as a young instructor in Decorah between 1897 and 1899, publishing his findings in a long series of 
scientific papers, including an 1898 article in Scientific America Supplement that is still the accepted theory of ice formation within the cave 
system.  The limestone steps leading from Ice Cave Road were constructed sometime around 1930, one of the very few modifications to the 
location, with Ice Cave...(See Appendix B)

SHPO 96-00477Name Ice Cave Entrance Township Decorah

Other Names

Type Park Building Dimensions 10.5 x 43.5 ft (3.2 x 13.2 m)
Landowner Contact Board of Park Commission | Ice Cave Rd., Decorah

View to the northeast (6/17/20). View to the north (6/17/20).
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View to the south (6/17/20).View to the north (6/17/20).
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Map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1886 map of the location (1" = 300').

1905 map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1915 map of the location (1" = 2000').
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»Gardner, Wanda (editor). A Self-Guiding Auto Tour of Winneshiek County, Iowa. Originally published 1987. Winneshiek County Historic 
Preservation Commission, Decorah, Iowa. (2005)
»Gardner, Wanda and Elizabeth Lorentzen (editors). Self-Guiding Tour of Decorah for Motorists and Cyclists. Originally published 1971 by 
Professor George E. Knudson (copyright). Winneshiek County Historic Preservation Commission, Decorah, Iowa. (2007)
»(See Appendix B)

The Vesterheim Mill is a classic grist mill building that was in continuous operation for over 100 years and is believed to be the last mill in Iowa 
that was run entirely by water-power.  When William Painter arrived at Decorah in 1849 from Painterville, Ohio, he immediately applied his 
knowledge of the milling trade by building a grist mill nearby at what is today known as Dunning’s Spring.  The Vesterheim Mill is the second 
grist mill he constructed with the help of a Philip Morse in 1851, representing the first industry located in Decorah.  A dam constructed 1.5 mi 
upstream on the Upper Iowa River diverted water to the mill race which powered both the grist mill and a nearby sawmill.  The Painter Mill was 
initially a small frame structure with one run of stone, with the larger stone mill seen today built around this initial rendition between 1852–1853.  
As a result, the basement walls are nearly 6 ft thick, tapering to 18 in at the top of the stonework.  Painter would manage the mill until 1865–1866, 
when the high wheat prices of the post-Civil War depression forced him to sell to Henry Heivly who continued the grist mill operation until John 
Ammon and George Scott purchased the building in 1870.  Owners of the local carriage factory, Ammon and Scott would convert the from stone to 
roller milling machinery, operating as a “mill, foundry, and agricultural manufactury” that shipped flour to many of the large city markets in the 
eastern United States, producing as much as 40,000 barrels a year and employing as many 60 mill workers.  Unfortunately, the business struggled 
after 1875 due to poor weather and cinch bugs that caused wheat to lose its value as a...(See Appendix B)

SHPO 96-00484Name Vesterheim Mill Township Decorah

Other Names Painter Mill; Bernatz Mill; Heivly Mill; City Stone Mill; Old Stone Mill

Type Mill Dimensions 52 x 59 ft (15.8 x 18 m)
Landowner Contact Vesterheim Norwegian-American Museum | 200 North Mill St., Decorah

View to the southwest (7/18/20). View to the south (7/18/20).
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View to the east (7/18/20).View to the northeast (7/18/20).
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Map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1886 map of the location (1" = 300').
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»Gardner, Wanda and Elizabeth Lorentzen (editors). Self-Guiding Tour of Decorah for Motorists and Cyclists. Originally published 1971 by 
Professor George E. Knudson (copyright). Winneshiek County Historic Preservation Commission, Decorah, Iowa. (2007)
»Olive, Jan. National Register of Historic Places Nomination: Decorah Commercial Historic District, Winneshiek County, Iowa. On file, State 
Historic Preservation Office of Iowa, Des Moines. (2017)

The Vesterheim Amdal-Odland Heritage Center is a two-story stone building located at the west edge of Decorah’s commercial district across from 
the Vesterheim Norwegian-American Museum.  Featuring Greek Revival architectural elements consistent with the construction data, the primary 
stonework is small, roughly coursed field stones with larger, smoothed stones laid as quoins at the corners.  The red brick addition found at the rear 
along Mill Street was constructed in the late 19th century.  The building has been restored to its original appearance when it long served as a 
grocery store through the middle of the 20th century, with the principal façade facing Water Street displaying pediment returns, flat stone lintels, 
and a historically appropriate wooden storefront with large glass display windows on either side of the central entrance.  Today, the stone building 
houses offices and meeting rooms for the Vesterheim Norwegian-American Museum.

SHPO 96-00664Name Vesterheim Amdal-Odland Heritage Center Township Decorah

Other Names Bernatz Grocery; Eggers Building

Type Commercial Building Dimensions 23 x 40 ft (7 x 12.2 m)
Landowner Contact Louis Eggers | 523 W Water St., Decorah

View to the southeast (7/24/20). View to the south (7/24/20).
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View to the southeast (7/24/20).View to the east (7/24/20).

Location L 7 SUBD OF L 5 N 1/2 BLK 8 ORIG DEC, NW¼, SW¼, NW¼, SE¼ Section 16, T98N, R8W, Decorah Township
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Map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1886 map of the location (1" = 300').

1905 map of the location (1" = 300'). 1915 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1930s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). 1950s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').

1980s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). Modern aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').
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»Beacon. Summary of Parcel 111641300500, Winneshiek County, Iowa. Available at http://www.beacon.schneidercorp.com. Accessed December 
2020. (2020)
»Gebhard, David and Gerald Mansheim. Buildings of Iowa. Oxford University Press, New York. (1993)
»Lorentzen, Elizabeth E. Vera Harris’ Old Decorah Houses and Their Stories. Winneshiek County Historic Preservation Commission, Decorah, 
Iowa. (2010)

The Buresh House is one of the very few Octagon Style houses remaining in Iowa.  The form was popularized in 1848 by Orson Squire Fowler 
who wrote on the superiority of the octagon shape as being cheaper to build and more affordable to the working class family, allowed for more 
living space and natural light to enter, and was easier to heat in the winter and cool in the summer.  Located at the corner of Mechanic St and West 
Broadway St in Decorah, this particular octagonal house was built in 1857 by a storekeeper from New England named Robert Logan, although the 
structure may have been built by local miller William Painter in 1858.  Shortly after its construction, the house was sold to a wealthy mill owner 
from Pennsylvania by the name of Henry Heivly, who would develop a reputation for his inebriated behavior along the lookout walk (porch) of the 
belvedere located on top of the second floor.  This belvedere has since been removed, resulting in the flat roof seen today that features bracketed 
eaves.  Of particular interest with the house is its gravel wall construction, which at the time was touted as being superior to wood construction in 
upkeep and longevity.  These gravel or “grout” walls are in essence double walls in which the interior contains a mixture of lime mortar, straw, and 
gravel poured and packed into wood forms, with the outer wall comprised of stone that has been plastered with new stucco which was first applied 
to the building as early as the 1920s.  A protruding wing (16 x 42 ft) with a low pitched hipped roof extends northeast from the 30 ft diameter 
octagonal house.  The southeast façade of the wing once featured a simple balustrade on...(See Appendix B)

SHPO 96-00448Name Buresh House Township Decorah

Other Names Octagon House; The Henry Heively House; The Logan Octagon House

Type House Dimensions 30 x 72 ft (9.1 x 21.9 m)
Landowner Contact Brent Buresh | 408 W Broadway St., Decorah

View to the east (8/14/20). View to the north (8/14/20).
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View to the east (8/14/20).View to the northeast (8/14/20).

Location Lot 4 BLK 20, SE¼, SW¼, NW¼, SE¼ Section 16, T98N, R8W, Decorah Township
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Map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1886 map of the location (1" = 300').

1905 map of the location (1" = 300'). 1915 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1930s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). 1950s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').

1980s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). Modern aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').
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»Scott, Branden K. Surface and Architectural Investigations of the Leon Brown Farm and Menagerie, Orleans Township, Winneshiek County, 
Iowa. BCA Special Report 5. Prepared for the Winneshiek County Historic Preservation Commission. Bear Creek Archeology, Inc., Cresco, Iowa. 
(2015)

These concrete pillars previously served as entrance markers to the “Brown Zoo,” which at one time was the largest privately owned menagerie in 
Iowa.  The son of H. C. (“Fred”) Brown and Minnie Stockman, Leon Brown was born on the family farm east of Cresco in Orleans Township on 
May 2, 1895.  Leon would spend a majority of his life on the farmstead, attending school in Winneshiek County and later Upper Iowa University.  
In addition to being a businessman and farmer, Leon enjoyed a stint as a traveling entertainer in the vaudeville style, including performances as an 
actor, ventriloquist, magician, unicycle rider, and juggler that displayed his vast array of talents.  After taking over the family farm, Leon began to 
further explore his hobby of animal husbandry, which represented the beginnings of his famous menagerie.  What started as raising deer that were 
shipped to various locations across the United States, the menagerie began to incorporate more exotic species such as wild boars, chimpanzees, 
flamingos, alligators, and buffalo.  Wanting to share his hobby with others, Leon officially opened the “Brown Zoo” on May 15, 1955.  The 
privately run operation quickly became popular locally, attracting 300–400 people on some Sundays, and with all proceeds donated to charity.  
Unfortunately, due to insurance liabilities, the menagerie was forced to close by 1978.  The concrete markers of the menagerie were originally 
located on either side of both entrances to the farmstead (four markers total) and were likely constructed sometime in the mid-1950s at roughly the 
same time as the magnificent concrete “Eagle Fountain.”  Each marker is over five feet tall...(See Appendix B)

SHPO 96-00761Name Brown’s Menagerie Markers Township Decorah

Other Names Leon Brown Stone Pillars

Type Marker Dimensions 2.5 x 5.6 ft (.8 x 1.7 m)
Landowner Contact Winneshiek County Agricultural Association | 308 Sumner St., Deocrah

View to the southeast (6/17/20). View to the northwest (6/17/20).
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View to the south (6/17/20).View to the northeast (6/17/20).

Location Lot 2 of 1 of 3, SW¼, SE¼, NE¼, SW¼ Section 15, T98N, R8W, Decorah Township
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Map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1886 map of the location (1" = 300').

1905 map of the location (1" = 300'). 1915 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1930s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). 1950s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').

1980s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). Modern aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').
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»See Appendix ** SIF 96-00792, Mineart House

Located on the corner of East Water St and John St, the Mineart House is one of the few surviving examples of early pioneer stone construction 
within the city of Decorah.  The lot with which the house resides was originally under the ownership of William and Elizabeth Day who, along 
with William Painter, were the town’s first settlers.  However, the stone residence seen today would not be built until the lot was later purchased in 
by Ole Engebretson.  Ole was a tailor by trade from Norway, who moved to Decorah with his family in 1864 when he purchased the property from 
the Days, building the stone house shortly after.  Ole would continue his profession as a tailor in Decorah, later selling the lot and single-family 
dwelling to his son Richard A. Engebretson in 1898.  Richard attended Northwestern University to become a pharmacist, receiving the highest 
award of merit ever issued by the university in the pharmaceutical field.  Following the completion of his studies, Richard would return to Decorah 
where he quickly took over his own pharmaceutical business that became the leading drugstore in town.  He would also be involved in the 
incorporation of the Decorah State Bank in 1906, becoming the institution’s first president while also serving on their board of directors.  All of 
these endeavors were accomplished while just a few short blocks away from his charming stone house.  The 1½-story side-gabled residential home 
originally had an open front porch attached along the entirety of the north façade.  The frame addition encompassing the south façade was added 
shortly after the house’s construction around the turn of the century, which contains the...(See Appendix B)

SHPO 96-00792Name Mineart House Township Decorah

Other Names

Type House Dimensions 18 x 24 ft (5.5 x 7.3 m)
Landowner Contact Emily Mineart | 401 E. Water St., Decorah

View to the south (6/16/20). View to the southwest (6/16/20).
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View to the northeast (6/16/20).View to the southeast (6/16/20).

Location Lot 5 Block 43, NW¼, SW¼, NW¼, SW¼ Section 15, T98N, R8W, Decorah Township
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Map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1886 map of the location (1" = 300').

1905 map of the location (1" = 300'). 1915 map of the location (1" = 2000').
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»Beacon. Summary of Parcel 111641300500, Winneshiek County, Iowa. Available at http://www.beacon.schneidercorp.com. Accessed December 
2020. (2020)
»Gebhard, David and Gerald Mansheim. Buildings of Iowa. Oxford University Press, New York. (1993)
»Lorentzen, Elizabeth E. Vera Harris’ Old Decorah Houses and Their Stories. Winneshiek County Historic Preservation Commission, Decorah, 
Iowa. (2010)

The Buresh House is one of the very few Octagon Style houses remaining in Iowa.  The form was popularized in 1848 by Orson Squire Fowler 
who wrote on the superiority of the octagon shape as being cheaper to build and more affordable to the working class family, allowed for more 
living space and natural light to enter, and was easier to heat in the winter and cool in the summer.  Located at the corner of Mechanic St and West 
Broadway St in Decorah, this particular octagonal house was built in 1857 by a storekeeper from New England named Robert Logan, although the 
structure may have been built by local miller William Painter in 1858.  Shortly after its construction, the house was sold to a wealthy mill owner 
from Pennsylvania by the name of Henry Heivly, who would develop a reputation for his inebriated behavior along the lookout walk (porch) of the 
belvedere located on top of the second floor.  This belvedere has since been removed, resulting in the flat roof seen today that features bracketed 
eaves.  Of particular interest with the house is its gravel wall construction, which at the time was touted as being superior to wood construction in 
upkeep and longevity.  These gravel or “grout” walls are in essence double walls in which the interior contains a mixture of lime mortar, straw, and 
gravel poured and packed into wood forms, with the outer wall comprised of stone that has been plastered with new stucco which was first applied 
to the building as early as the 1920s.  A protruding wing (16 x 42 ft) with a low pitched hipped roof extends northeast from the 30 ft diameter 
octagonal house.  The southeast façade of the wing once featured a simple balustrade on...(See Appendix B)

SHPO 96-00448Name Buresh House Township Decorah

Other Names Octagon House; The Henry Heively House; The Logan Octagon House

Type House Dimensions 30 x 72 ft (9.1 x 21.9 m)
Landowner Contact Brent Buresh | 408 W Broadway St., Decorah

View to the east (8/14/20). View to the north (8/14/20).
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View to the east (8/14/20).View to the northeast (8/14/20).

Location Lot 4 BLK 20, SE¼, SW¼, NW¼, SE¼ Section 16, T98N, R8W, Decorah Township
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1930s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). 1950s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').

1980s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). Modern aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').
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»Beacon. Summary of Parcel 111632900900, Winneshiek County, Iowa.  Available at http://www.beacon.schneidercorp.com.  Accessed 
November 2020. (2020)

The Burke House is located at the end of West Main St near the original location of the historic dam and millrace that diverted water from the 
Upper Iowa River to power William Painter’s grist mill (now Vesterheim Mill).  The one-and-a-half story brick house sets over a partially visible 
stone basement that disappears into the landform as the principal south-facing façade is approached.  The round arch windows are irregularly 
arranged along the west and north façades, with finely dressed stone sills below all the openings in the brick and masonry work.  Cross gable 
dormers are centered above the brick of the west and east rooflines, with a one-story, three-panel frame bay on a stone foundation found below the 
dormer of the east façade.  The brick has been painted a very pale brown color, but the exterior stone of the basement walls has been left exposed 
revealing a very sturdy lime and poorly sorted sand mortar.  The exterior basement entry is positioned along the north façade near the northwest 
corner where the stone walls are nearly 6 ft in height and laid in regular courses that become irregular as the walls taper to the south.  The 
particularly wide (5.5 ft) basement entrance has a round arch brick lintel just below what appears to be a separate first floor entrance.  In fact, the 
Winneshiek County Assessor’s webpage indicates that a small addition (5 x 8 ft) was previously over the basement entry that is no longer present 
today.  The house has experienced several modifications, including the installation of a metal roof and modern windows, and the infilling of a 
basement window along the west facade with roughly coursed rubble stone.

SHPOName Burke House Township Decorah

Other Names

Type House Dimensions 24 x 46 ft (7.3 x 14 m)
Landowner Contact Brenda Burke | 720 West Main St., Decorah

View to the northeast (8/14/20). View to the east (8/14/20).

ID:  098-08-15-01

View to the southwest (8/14/20).View to the southeast (8/14/20).

Location Lots 7 & 15, NW¼, SE¼, NE¼, SW¼ Section 16, T98N, R8W, Decorah Township
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Map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1886 map of the location (1" = 300').

1905 map of the location (1" = 300'). 1915 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1930s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). 1950s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').

1980s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). Modern aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').
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»Stacey McElree, personal communication, 11/19/20
»Beacon. Summary of Parcel 111645500300, Winneshiek County, Iowa.  Available at http://www.beacon.schneidercorp.com.  Accessed December 
2020. (2020)

This one-and-a-half story, side-gabled house features a central main entrance facing Franklin St. and a course application of stucco covering the 
stonework.  A portion of this stucco has been removed at the west gable end toward the roof peak, revealing the uncoursed rubble limestone 
masonry.  The stucco at this portion of the house was removed in order to perform selective repointing to improve insulation from temperature and 
moisture for a second floor bedroom.  Mortar joint repair has also been applied to the brick chimney located exterior of the west façade just off of 
the roof peak.  The opposite gable end contains a single central window at each floor of the house, including the only basement-level window 
observed with the stone house.  While a single story open porch extends the entirety of the principal façade facing Franklin St, based on evidence 
observed on the stucco, it would appear that the entry was previously enclosed between the windows.  Despite the Winneshiek County Assessor’s 
webpage listing the construction date as 1900, the current property owners indicate that the stone house was built much earlier, sometime between 
1853 and 1856.  The large addition (20 x 28 ft) found along the north façade that was built in 2006.  Unfortunately, the north masonry wall was 
compromised during excavations for this addition and subsequently collapsed.  As a result, this portion of the stone house is completely open to the 
addition.

SHPOName McElree House Township Decorah

Other Names Davis House

Type House Dimensions 16 x 24 ft (4.9 x 7.3 m)
Landowner Contact Collin McElree | 604 Franklin St., Decorah

View to the north (11/19/20). View to the northeast (11/19/20).

ID:  098-08-16-01

View to the southwest (11/19/20).View to the northwest (11/19/20).

Location BLK 50 MAY & SNY E 50' OF L 9, SW¼, NW¼, SW¼, SE¼ Section 16, T98N, R8W, Decorah Township
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Map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1886 map of the location (1" = 300').

1905 map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1915 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1930s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). 1950s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').

1980s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). Modern aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').
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»Beacon. Summary of Parcel 111645700300, Winneshiek County, Iowa.  Available at http://www.beacon.schneidercorp.com.  Accessed December 
2020. (2020)

The Roberson House is very similar in design and layout as the McElree House located just across Franklin St to the northwest, consisting of a 
one-and-half story, side-gabled masonry structure in which the stonework has been covered by stucco.  The larger size of the Roberson House has 
afforded two windows on each floor at the gable ends, which are slightly off-alignment from one another vertically.  The north façade facing 
Franklin St only contains two first floor windows.  A one-story addition (14 x 16 ft) featuring the same stucco as the main house now covers the 
original entrance of the house that was centered along the south façade.  This addition includes an attached open frame porch and wood deck.  The 
Roberson House has recently been painted and had a metal roof installed, as well as the construction of a detached frame garage in 2008 at the 
south end of the property along the alleyway.  According to the Winneshiek County Assessor’s webpage, this stone house was built sometime 
around 1860.

SHPOName Roberson House Township Decorah

Other Names Newman House

Type House Dimensions 20 x 27 ft (4.9 x 7.3 m)
Landowner Contact Chandler Roberson | 503 S Mill St., Decorah

View to the west (11/19/20). View to the southwest (11/19/20).

ID:  098-08-17-01

View to the northwest (11/19/20).View to the southeast (11/19/20).

Location LOT 1 & E 1' LOT 2 BLK 53 MAYNARD & SNYDER'S ADDN, NW¼, SW¼, SW¼, SE¼ Section 16, T98N, R8W, Decorah To
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Map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1886 map of the location (1" = 300').

1905 map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1915 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1930s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). 1950s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').

1980s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). Modern aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').
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»Gardner, Wanda (editor). A Self-Guiding Auto Tour of Winneshiek County, Iowa. Originally published 1987. Winneshiek County Historic 
Preservation Commission, Decorah, Iowa. (2005)
»Lorentzen, Elizabeth E. Vera Harris’ Old Decorah Houses and Their Stories. Winneshiek County Historic Preservation Commission, Decorah, 
Iowa. (2010)
»(See Appendix B)

Originally known as “City Park,” Phelps Park is the oldest and largest public park within the city of Decorah.  The gazebo and nearby pergola just 
below the roadbed of Park St provide a breathtaking view of the Upper Iowa River valley and historic West Decorah.  The open-air gazebo has a 3-
inch thick concrete base over the limestone bedrock and features a steeply pitched, hipped pyramid roof covered in tin and extending over 12 ft 
above the ground surface at its peak.  The hexagonal shape of the structure measures approximately 3.5 ft along each leg with 7.5 ft tall stone 
pillars at each corner.  These stone pillars are constructed of the porous limestone called tufa which is formed when carbonate minerals precipitate 
from natural spring water.  Pillars constructed of this tufa can also be found supporting the pergola, with dry-stacked slab retaining walls of local 
limestone found along the associated walkway.  These retaining walls can be anywhere from 3–5 ft in height, and several locations are inset with 
short columns entirely of glacial till cobbles that are visually distinctive from the surrounding limestone.

SHPO 96-00004Name Phelps Park Gazebo Township Decorah

Other Names

Type Park Building Dimensions 9 x 9 ft (2.7 x 2.7 m)
Landowner Contact Board of Park Commission | 613 Park St., Decorah

View to the north (7/18/20). View to the southwest (7/18/20).

ID:  098-08-18-01

View to the north (7/18/20).View to the north (7/18/20).

Location LOT 1-1-4-3, SW¼, NW¼, SE¼, SW¼ Section 16, T98N, R8W, Decorah Township
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ID 098-08-18-01

Dates Constructed: ca. 1922



Map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1886 map of the location (1" = 300').

1905 map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1915 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1930s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). 1950s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').

1980s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). Modern aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').
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»Gardner, Wanda (editor). A Self-Guiding Auto Tour of Winneshiek County, Iowa. Originally published 1987. Winneshiek County Historic 
Preservation Commission, Decorah, Iowa. (2005)
»Lorentzen, Elizabeth E. Vera Harris’ Old Decorah Houses and Their Stories. Winneshiek County Historic Preservation Commission, Decorah, 
Iowa. (2010)
»(See Appendix B)

The name Phelps Park is derived from contributor George Phelps, who made his wealth in Decorah as a wagon maker and grain dealer before 
returning back to his native England in the early 1900s.  Set near the heart of the park under the shade of mature deciduous trees, this octagonal 
bandstand is a combination frame and stone structure measuring 25 ft across and over 83 ft in circumference.  The floor is raised 4–5 ft above the 
ground surface, with the main entrance facing west over a small pad of repurposed “Purington Paver” brick.  An additional entry on east side 
allows access below the floor.  The 9 ft high ceiling is supported by round wood posts set on pentagonal-shaped stone pillars constructed of porous 
tufa that is also used in the foundation.  Positioned at the corners, each stone pillar is 7–8 ft in height and over 4 ft wide at the base.  Along with the 
rest of Phelps Park, the bandstand is part of the Broadway-Phelps Park Historic District listed on the National Register of Historic Places.

SHPO 96-00004Name Phelps Park Bandstand Township Decorah

Other Names

Type Park Building Dimensions 25 x 25 ft (7.6 x 7.6 m)
Landowner Contact City of Decorah | 613 Park St., Decorah

View to the east (7/20/20). View to the northeast (7/20/20).

ID:  098-08-18-02

View to the west (7/20/20).View to the west (7/20/20).

Location PT LOT 1-3-3, NE¼, SW¼, SE¼, SW¼ Section 16, T98N, R8W, Decorah Township
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Map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1886 map of the location (1" = 300').

1905 map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1915 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1930s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). 1950s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').

1980s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). Modern aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').
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»Gardner, Wanda (editor). A Self-Guiding Auto Tour of Winneshiek County, Iowa. Originally published 1987. Winneshiek County Historic 
Preservation Commission, Decorah, Iowa. (2005)
»Lorentzen, Elizabeth E. Vera Harris’ Old Decorah Houses and Their Stories. Winneshiek County Historic Preservation Commission, Decorah, 
Iowa. (2010)
»(See Appendix B)

A narrow stone path leads from Park St to the fountain where a granite memorial honors Severt Larsen who founded the park on July 22, 1911.  
When Phelps Park was first established in 1911, it was a 12 ac area paid for by public funds that was later expanded in 1922, and today 
encompasses 56 total ac bounded by Park St, Upper Broadway St, and Vernon St.  The octagonal fountain is constructed of rounded cobbles set in 
concrete, undoubtedly smoothed over the many years of water polishing.  Smaller cobbles form a rounded arch pattern set into the larger cobbles 
on each side of the fountain, with gravel-sized pieces forming the spout found on top.  The fountain rests on a concrete base, also octagonal in 
shape, which is positioned within a 20 ft square concrete holding tank that is centered on a 32 ft square concrete pad.  Shallow retaining walls 
comprised of dry-laid glacial till are found along the edges of the concrete pad, inset with several short stone pillars of calcareous tufa capped by 
examples of glacial till assembled in a circular pattern.  This use of tufa and glacial cobbles at Phelps Park closely resembles their use in the 
construction of the Ice Cave entrance.

SHPO 96-00004Name Phelps Park Fountain Township Decorah

Other Names

Type Park Building Dimensions 20 x 20 ft (6.1 x 6.1 m)
Landowner Contact Board of Park Commission | 613 Park St., Decorah

View to the northwest (7/20/20). View to the southwest (7/20/20).

ID:  098-08-18-03

View to the southwest (7/20/20).View to the northeast (7/20/20).

Location LOT 1-1-4-3, SW¼, NW¼, SE¼, SW¼ Section 16, T98N, R8W, Decorah Township
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Map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1886 map of the location (1" = 300').

1905 map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1915 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1930s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). 1950s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').

1980s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). Modern aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').
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»Gardner, Wanda (editor). A Self-Guiding Auto Tour of Winneshiek County, Iowa. Originally published 1987. Winneshiek County Historic 
Preservation Commission, Decorah, Iowa. (2005)
»Lorentzen, Elizabeth E. Vera Harris’ Old Decorah Houses and Their Stories. Winneshiek County Historic Preservation Commission, Decorah, 
Iowa. (2010)
»(See Appendix B)

Much of the stonework at Phelps Park was completed by the Civilian Conservation Corps and as Works Progress Administration (WPS) projects, 
which served to employ millions during the Great Depression in building up the nation’s public infrastructure.  This simple outbuilding features a 
low pitch, hipped pyramid roof over 7 ft high stucco walls.  The corners are constructed of porous tufa, a common building material found 
throughout the park.  A central entrance (40 x 80 in) is found along the west façade, with a single rectangular window (22 x 43 in) found on each of 
the remaining walls near the roof line.  Interestingly, several large pieces of tufa are adhered to the exterior of the stucco, which have an almost 
skull-like appearance contributing to the building’s overall eerie presence at the edge of the park.

SHPO 96-00004Name Phelps Park Recreation House Township Decorah

Other Names

Type Park Building Dimensions 9.5 x 11.5 ft (2.9 x 3.5 m)
Landowner Contact City of Decorah | 613 Park St., Decorah

View to the northeast (7/20/20). View to the east (7/20/20).

ID:  098-08-18-04

View to the northwest (7/20/20).View to the south (7/20/20).

Location LOT 1-2-4-3, SE¼, NW¼, SE¼, SW¼ Section 16, T98N, R8W, Decorah Township
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Map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1886 map of the location (1" = 300').

1905 map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1915 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1930s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). 1950s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').

1980s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). Modern aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').
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»See Appendix ** SIF 96-00790, Hervey Tin Shop

A humble expression of vernacular masonry within a residential setting, the Hervey Tin Shop has a rich history associated with the development of 
what was once referred to as West Decorah.  Located along Mound St next to the Decorah Greenhouses, the single-story, semi-subterranean stone 
structure is built over a portion of Upper Iowa River floodplain and elevated alluvial terrace.  According to a bronze plaque located just outside of 
the building, the Hervey Tin Shop was constructed in 1855 by a George C. Winship.  Originally from Hartford, Connecticut, Winship would arrive 
to Winneshiek County with his wife Charlotte in 1845, working as a tinner and journeyman for a Mr. A. Bradish who ran a blacksmith shop in 
West Decorah.  Winship would quickly become a prominent individual of the community and a man of many hats, serving on Winneshiek 
County’s first County Supervisor Board and even being elected mayor of West Decorah, which would later be united with Original Decorah in 
1902.  According to local legend, the small stone building was used as a tinsmith shop by Winship, possibly even serving him in his other 
endeavors of a farmer and stove wood dealer.  He would sell the parcel and his workshop to William Thomas Symonds and his wife Anna in April 
of 1876, after which Winship would move with his family to a large farm in Canoe Township before relocating to Washington.  William Symond 
was a gardener and florist from Herfordshire, England, emigrating to Winneshiek County in 1868 where he continued to work as a summer 
gardener for Col. J. W. Taylor, even being employed temporarily at the Kline Brewery along Dunning’s Spring.  Indications are that the 

SHPO 96-00790Name Hervey Tin Shop Township Decorah

Other Names Winship Tin Shop; Symonds House; Linville House

Type Commercial Building Dimensions 16 x 26 ft (4.9 x 7.9 m)
Landowner Contact Robert Hervey | 701 Mound St., Decorah

View to the northeast (7/24/20). View to the northwest (7/24/20).
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View to the south (7/24/20).View to the southwest (7/24/20).

Location Lot 2-4-1, SW¼, NE¼, NE¼, SE¼ Section 17, T98N, R8W, Decorah Township
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ID 098-08-19-01

Dates Constructed: ca. 1855 | Restored: 1994



Map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1886 map of the location (1" = 300').

1905 map of the location (1" = 300'). 1915 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1930s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). 1950s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').

1980s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). Modern aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').
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»Gardner, Wanda (editor). A Self-Guiding Auto Tour of Winneshiek County, Iowa. Originally published 1987. Winneshiek County Historic 
Preservation Commission, Decorah, Iowa. (2005)
»Gardner, Wanda and Elizabeth Lorentzen (editors). Self-Guiding Tour of Decorah for Motorists and Cyclists. Originally published 1971 by 
Professor George E. Knudson (copyright). Winneshiek County Historic Preservation Commission, Decorah, Iowa. (2007)
»(See Appendix B)

The Steyer Bridge represents a rare example of vernacular engineering and one of the very few stone arch bridges known to exist in Iowa.  
Roughly-cut limestone voussoirs form the arch which spans 12 ft and rises over 5 ft above the water surface at its highest point.  The thick 
spandrels are comprised of laid up course rubble limestone, merging with the low “walls” constructed of the same material that form the foundation 
of the bridge approaches which were later reinforced with concrete in the 1970s.  While the bridge span is just over 20 ft, the actual masonry 
original to the bridge can be observed along the roadbed at an expanse of over 44 ft, with the bridge deck nearly 9 ft above the water line.  The 
origin of the stone arch bridge begins with Michael Steyer, a stonemason from Germany who first came to Decorah in 1867 to visit his brother 
Joseph, who would later become the proprietor of the Steyer Opera House.  Michael would decide to stay on as a mason, constructing many of the 
old stone buildings in Decorah and later specializing in cutting stone for monuments and tombstones.  He would construct the Steyer Bridge in 
1875, placing a keystone of dressed limestone on the arch bearing the date “1875” above his name “Michael Steyer.”  This keystone is still present 
today, although the inscriptions are faintly legible due to decades of erosion.  With the rerouting of U.S. Highway 52 in the early 1970s, the Steyer 
Bridge was slated for demolition, putting its future in jeopardy.  However, thanks to local protests, highway engineers were persuaded to change 
their construction plans and the bridge was saved.  Today, the Steyer Bridge continues to be...(See Appendix B)

SHPO 96-00488Name Steyer Bridge Township Decorah

Other Names Steyer Stone Arch Bridge; Old Stone Bridge

Type Bridge Dimensions 16.5 x 20 ft (5 x 6.1 m)
Landowner Contact State of Iowa/Winneshiek County | Twin Springs Rd., Decorah

View to the west (7/21/20). View to the southwest (7/21/20).
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View to the northeast (7/21/20).View to the east (7/21/20).

Location NE¼, NW¼, NW¼, NE¼ Section 20, T98N, R8W, Decorah Township
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Map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1886 map of the location (1" = 300').

1905 map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1915 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1930s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). 1950s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').

1980s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). Modern aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').
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»Larry Grimstad, personal communication, 7/21/20
»Beacon. Summary of Parcel 111737700900, Winneshiek County, Iowa.  Available at http://www.beacon.schneidercorp.com.  Accessed 
November 2020. (2020)

This 1 ½-story house near the Steyer Bridge is an exciting example of architecture that one might initially interpret to be a Medieval cottage at first 
glance given the stone tower and wood shake roof that closely resembles thatching.  The Millennium Mansion style house exhibits more formal 
French Eclectic and Tudor detailing, including an asymmetrical front façade, prominent chimney, and steeply pitched hipped roof with irregular 
dormers.  Built in the early 2000s, sustainability is the focal point of the property, with the home powered by renewable energy sources that include 
both wind and solar, as well as geo-thermal heating.  The limestone is repurposed from a barn near Dorchester, Iowa, which was transported to the 
property and reshaped onsite by local stonemason Ted Wilson, taking several years to complete construction.  Despite not possessing an extensive 
history typically identified with the stone structures of this survey, the Grimstad House represents a wonderful take on modern building design and 
artistic expression to be appreciated along Twin Springs Rd.

SHPOName Grimstad House Township Decorah

Other Names

Type House Dimensions 56 x 68 ft (17.1 x 20.7 m)
Landowner Contact Larry and Diane Grimstad | 2110 Twin Springs Rd, Decorah

View to the northwest (7/21/20). View to the northeast (7/21/20).
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View to the south (7/21/20).View to the west (7/21/20).

Location SE¼, SW¼, SE¼, SW¼ Section 17, T98N, R8W, Decorah Township
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Map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1886 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1905 map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1915 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1930s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). 1950s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').

1980s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). Modern aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').
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»Anderson, David C. Planning for Preservation Project Report and Research Guide. Submitted to the Decorah Historic Preservation Commission 
and the State Historical Society of Iowa, Certified Local Government Grants Project 2009.12. On file, the Winneshiek County Historic 
Preservation Commission, Decorah. (2010)
»Gardner, Wanda and Elizabeth Lorentzen (editors). Self-Guiding Tour of Decorah for Motorists and Cyclists. Originally published 1971 by 
Professor George E. Knudson (copyright). Winneshiek County Historic Preservation Commission, Decorah, Iowa. (2007)

Known affectionately to college students as the “hog house,” the stone building that formerly occupied this site was built in 1880 as the Gaston 
Scale Company, which replaced a previous flour mill in the area where a grist mill had originally operated.  Water power was provided through a 
wooden flume from Twin Springs that created a 17 ft head of water.  The scale factory operated for nearly 20 years, producing as many as 3,000 
platform scales a year that were used by farmers for weighing.  The factory was converted to feed grinding in 1897, and later housed dairy cattle 
and hogs as part of J. C. Beard’s farming operation.  The stone building would remain extant for many decades, eventually becoming part of the 
Twin Springs Park when it was used as a shelter for large group gatherings.  Today, all that remains of the initial structure is the southeast corner 
and a partial concrete floor following its demolition.  While the original dimensions cannot be accurately determined, what the nearly 5 ft high 
building remnant does reveal are roughly coursed limestone rubble walls that are over 1.5 ft wide.  A metal plaque attached to the stone indicates 
that the building and associated land tract were donated by Stella Louise Paine as a memorial to her father Henry Paine, one of the founders of the 
Decorah park system.

SHPOName Gaston Scale Company Marker Township Decorah

Other Names Gaston Scale Factory; Hog House

Type Marker Dimensions 4.7 x 6.2 ft (1.4 x 1.9 m)
Landowner Contact Board of Park Commission | Twin Springs Rd., Decorah

View to the southwest (6/28/20). View to the northwest (6/28/20).
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View to the east (6/28/20).View to the east (6/28/20).

Location SE¼, NW¼, NE¼, NW¼ Section 20, T98N, R8W, Decorah Township
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Map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1886 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1905 map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1915 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1930s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). 1950s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').

1980s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). Modern aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').
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»Gardner, Wanda and Elizabeth Lorentzen (editors). Self-Guiding Tour of Decorah for Motorists and Cyclists. Originally published 1971 by 
Professor George E. Knudson (copyright). Winneshiek County Historic Preservation Commission, Decorah, Iowa. (2007)
»McKay, Joyce. Survey Report, CCC Properties in Iowa State Parks. HADB No. 00-047. Bureau of Historic Preservation, State Historical Society 
of Iowa, Des Moines. On file, Office of the State Archaeologist, University of Iowa, Iowa City. (1990)

Twin Springs derives its name from the two large springs situated at the base of the limestone bluff in which the water temperature is always 47°F, 
the mean annual temperature of Decorah.  Established by the state as a park in 1934, Twin Springs was initially a satellite of the Decorah Fish 
Hatchery in which the springs supplied water for the trout rearing ponds where the stock was raised and held before being released into local 
streams.  The hatchery at Twin Springs was a product of the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC), specifically Company 1751 at camp SP11 in 
Decorah.  Between November 20, 1933 and October 19, 1934, the CCC constructed numerous facilities at the site that included the large fish 
hatchery, rearing ponds, fifteen race ways, erosion control devices, a trail, a rustic bridge, and the trailside shelter.  This symmetrical, one-story 
building is constructed of rough-cut native limestone laid in regular courses and retains superb original integrity and condition.  The principal 
façade facing Twin Springs Road features a central entrance with a set of three small square windows with stone sills on either side.  Also adjacent 
to the entrance are two underground storm cellars below each set of windows.  The rear of the building largely consists of a solid wall outside of 
the two wall dormers.  The restrooms are found at the gable ends, with the “Ladies” located to the west.  Each restroom entrance is flanked by an 
L-shaped stone wall that is over 8 ft tall and extends roughly 5 ft from the main building.  Unfortunately, the Twin Springs hatchery ceased being 
operational following vandalism in 1969 that resulted in the loss of nearly...(See Appendix B)

SHPOName Twin Springs Trailside Shelter Township Decorah

Other Names Twin Springs Rest Room

Type Shelter Dimensions 12 x 28 ft (3.6 x 8.5 m)
Landowner Contact Board of Park Commission | Twin Springs Rd., Decorah

View to the north (6/28/20). View to the southwest (6/28/20).
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View to the southwest (6/28/20).View to the west (6/28/20).

Location NE¼, SE¼, NW¼, NW¼ Section 20, T98N, R8W, Decorah Township
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Map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1886 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1905 map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1915 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1930s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). 1950s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').

1980s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). Modern aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').
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»Alexander, W. E. History of Winneshiek and Allamakee Counties, Iowa.  Western Publishing Company, Sioux City, Iowa. (1882)
»Bailey, Edwin C. Past and Present of Winneshiek County, Iowa.  2 vols.  The S. J. Clarke Publishing Company, Chicago. (1913)
»Lorentzen, Elizabeth E. Vera Harris’ Old Decorah Houses and Their Stories.  Winneshiek County Historic Preservation Commission, Decorah, 
Iowa. (2010)

Phelps Cemetery was established on land donated by George Phelps, a Welshman born in 1834 who emigrated to Chicago in 1851 and eventually 
Decorah in 1854.  Upon his arrival to Decorah, Mr. Phelps immediately engaged in the manufacturing of wagons and buggies, the first in 
Winneshiek County.  Later, he would take on the role of blacksmith and farming implement dealer before entering into the brokerage business in 
1872.  During his time in Decorah, Phelps would make numerous contributions to the cemetery, including erecting the archway entrance in 1896 
and giving the order to erect the mausoleum on July 4th, 1901.  The mausoleum, also known as a receiving vault, was used for holding the remains 
of those who passed during the winter when the ground was frozen.  The nearly square building features a variety of architectural elements that 
include high parapet walls on the gabled roof, which is covered in a red ceramic tile, and pointed arch Gothic windows on the west and east 
facades.  The building is fronted with a dark reddish gray, almost purple-colored granite that is visually contrasting from the reddish and pale 
brown sandstone comprising the remainder of the building.  The segmental arch entrance projects one-foot from the principal parapet wall just 
below a large round arch window, with classical engaged columns on either side of the recessed bronze doors.  The rear parapet wall features an 
interesting combination of both sandstone and limestone in its construction, as well as a large earthen “berm” just below the round arch window 
that tapers toward the wall edges and extends nearly 16 ft from the wall.  At the northwest corner of the mausoleum,...(See Appendix B)

SHPO 96-00712Name Phelps Cemetery Mausoleum Township Decorah

Other Names

Type Mausoleum Dimensions 21 x 23 ft (6.4 x 7 m)
Landowner Contact Phelps Cemetery Association Inc. | 1101 Pleasant Ave., Decorah

View to the southeast (7/26/20). View to the south (7/26/20).
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View to the north (7/26/20).View to the northwest (7/26/20).

Location SW¼, SE¼, SE¼, NE¼ Section 21, T98N, R8W, Decorah Township
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Map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1886 map of the location (1" = 300').

1905 map of the location (1" = 300'). 1915 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1930s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). 1950s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').

1980s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). Modern aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').
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»Jagerson, Royal O. Old Lime Kiln, Now a Memory, Heavy Producer in the Sixties.  Decorah Journal 2 August:1.  Decorah, Iowa. (1933)
»Klimesh, Mary. National Register of Historic Places Nomination: Birdsall Lime Kiln, Winneshiek County, Iowa.  On file, State Historic 
Preservation Office of Iowa, Des Moines. (1978)
»Weigle, E. J. Those Early Years.  Decorah Journal 26 July:2-A.  Decorah, Iowa. (1984)

The Stevens Lime Kiln represents a significant example of one of Iowa’s earliest industries that has now become obsolete, as well as one of the 
very few kilns of its kind that continues to survive in this part of the Midwest.  Located in what was once known as “Gold Digging Hollow,” 
referring to the pioneer placer mining that once occurred in the area, this lime kiln was built in 1877 by J. A. Birdsall.  Based on early records, this 
may have replaced an earlier, perhaps smaller, lime kiln that was supposedly built sometime in the early 1860s near the location.  Mr. Birdsall’s 
kiln was one of “Randall’s Perpetual Lime Kilns,” also known as a “draw” kiln, which was seen an improvement over the old pot kiln.  
Constructed of irregularly-cut undressed limestone with exterior wood bracing, the interior walls are lined with a heavy clay-colored firebrick in 
which many bear the initials “A. W.”  This undoubtedly stands for Alsip and Woodward, a contracting and brickmaking company responsible for 
many of the early brick houses in Decorah.  Three corbel-arched openings can be found at the base of structure, one of which has a keystone arch 
recessed behind the corbel arch and another contains the firebox and grates where the wood was burned.  During its operation, a runway built to 
the top of the kiln would allow quarried rock to be hauled via horse-drawn cart to be dumped inside until filled with many tons of limestone.  A fire 
would then be set at the base which would burn continuously for days until the kiln was empty, often requiring up to “10 cords” of lumber.  Once 
cooled, the burned lime would be shoveled into covered bins and hauled away to nearby markets...(See Appendix B)

SHPO 96-00229Name Stevens Lime Kiln Township Decorah

Other Names Birdsall Lime Kiln

Type Lime Kiln Dimensions 16 x 16 ft (4.9 x 4.9 m)
Landowner Contact James and Wendy Stevens | 2645 Clay Hill Rd., Decorah

View to the west (7/28/20). View to the northwest (7/28/20).
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View to the northeast (7/28/20).View to the east (7/28/20).

Location NE¼, NE¼, SE¼, NW¼ Section 11, T98N, R8W, Decorah Township
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Dates Constructed: 1877 | Abandoned: early 1900s



Map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1886 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1905 map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1915 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1930s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). 1950s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').

1980s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). Modern aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').
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»Bailey, Edwin C. Past and Present of Winneshiek County, Iowa.  2 vols.  The S. J. Clarke Publishing Company, Chicago. (1913)
»Green, H. J. (editor). Mizener Vindicated:  The Truth About the Scurrilous Attacks on the Character of Sheriff Mizener.  Decorah Public Opinion 
28 October:1.  Decorah, Iowa. (1903)

This rustic spring house is yet another example of vernacular stonemasonry in which the building was applied for the purposes of cooling milk and 
separating cream.  This side-gabled structure is built into the backslope of a narrow upland ridge, resulting in the exterior north façade being almost 
entirely obscured by the landform.  Common rafters without collar beams form the roof system, which has largely “slid” off of the stonework.  This 
may be attributed to falling branches which have compromised the structural integrity, and likely the reason corrugated tin was applied to the south 
side for protection.  The north side of the roof has been left exposed and has largely deteriorated, although asphalt shingles over wood shake can be 
observed.  Each gable wall features a single square window that is centered, while the principal façade features an off-centered entrance and single 
square window.  The interior has a small concrete tank at the southeast corner in which water would enter through a metal pipe extending through 
the south wall.  What appears to be the original well and cistern are located several ft west of the spring house, although both have been capped 
with concrete.  Little can be said on the history of the spring house aside from plat map depictions which indicate that the property was once owned 
by a Thomas Qvale in the late 19th century, followed by a George Mizener in the early 20th century who happened to be serving as county sheriff 
during his time at the farmstead, being elected to the position in 1902 and serving through 1907.  However, his character and moral ability to serve 
as sheriff were initially called into question through...(See Appendix B)

SHPOName Forde Spring House Township Decorah

Other Names

Type Spring House Dimensions 16 x 16 ft (4.9 x 4.9 m)
Landowner Contact Jean Forde | 2374 Stone Hill Rd, Decorah

View to the southwest (7/30/20). View to the south (7/30/20).
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View to the east (7/30/20).View to the south (7/30/20).

Location NE¼, NW¼, SW¼, NW¼ Section 26, T98N, R8W, Decorah Township
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Map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1886 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1905 map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1915 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1930s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). 1950s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').

1980s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). Modern aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').
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»See Appendix ** SIF 96-00793, Hjelle House

The Hjelle House represents a direct connection to the mid-19th century industrial growth that was occurring throughout Winneshiek County, 
tracing its origins back to influential Decorah businessman A.A. Akins (formerly Aikens) during the early pioneer period.  Born in Ohio, Akins 
would move to Decorah in 1853 with his wife Mary, purchasing 150 ac along Trout Run and choosing a location near the springs to build their 
home.  Construction would begin in 1860 but would not be completed until 1864, likely due to a labor shortage caused by the Civil War.  Once 
finished, the single-family, Italianate-style dwelling would feature a southern façade constructed entirely of rough-cut limestone with irregularly 
spaced brick quoins.  The home would serve to represent the wealth and achievement of Akins, originally containing a flat roof with marked 
detailing on the frieze.  At the same time in which the residence was being built, Akins would also construct a dam and water-powered factory 
along the springs that initially produced furniture but was later converted into a woolen mill in 1862, the first in Winneshiek County that served a 
crucial need in the pioneer community.  Unfortunately, the mill would burn down in 1874 and Akins would eventually sell the property to 
Professor Lyder Siewers in 1877.  Professor Siewers would previously be studying in Germany when asked to come teach at Luther College in 
1863, becoming the college’s third full-time professor.  The Akins property was intended to be utilized as his retirement farm at the time of 
purchase, later turning the title over to his wife Thrine in 1883, who in turn would sell to John and Anne Hjelle in 1901....(See Appendix B)

SHPO 96-00793Name Hjelle House Township Decorah

Other Names

Type House Dimensions Small Vault: 36 x 38 ft (11 x 11.6 m)
Landowner Contact Hjelle Farms Inc. | 2316 Siewers Spring Rd, Decorah

View to the southeast (7/28/20). View to the northeast (7/28/20).
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View to the northeast (7/28/20).View to the north (7/28/20).

Location NE¼, NE¼, SW¼, SW¼ Section 27, T98N, R8W, Decorah Township
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Dates Constructed: 1860–1864 | Siewers Purchase: 1877 | Hjelle Purchase: 1901



Map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1886 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1905 map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1915 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1930s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). 1950s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').

1980s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). Modern aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').
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»Brian Malaise (Fisheries Hatchery Biologist), personal communication, 7/28/20
»(The) Decorah Journal. Siewers Fish Hatchery Due to Open in Spring.  16 January:3.  Decorah, Iowa. (1935)
»Decorah Public Opinion. Siewers Springs provides trout for Winneshiek.  6 May:44.  Decorah, Iowa. (1986)
»McKay, Joyce. Survey Report, CCC Properties in Iowa State Parks.  HADB No. 00-047.  Bureau of Historic Preservation, State Historical Society 
of Iowa, Des Moines.  On file, Office of the State Archaeologist, University of Iowa, Iowa City. (1990)

The site of the Decorah Fish Hatchery has an illustrious history, having originally functioned as a 50 ac farm that at one point contained a furniture 
factory, a woolen textile factory, and a grain mill before the end of the 19th century.  These local industries were all powered by water from 
Siewers Springs, also known as Sievert Springs, which has been a northeast Iowa landmark since it first premiered on an 1832 map of the neutral 
territory along the Upper Iowa River that was prepared by Nathan Boone, son of the famous frontiersman Daniel Boone.  The state of Iowa would 
later purchase over 16 ac of the farmland in 1933 that would become the Siewers (Sievert) Springs State Park in 1934.  Of the 16 ac acquired, six 
would be allotted for a landscaped playground and the remaining ten would be converted into a fish hatchery comprised of eight large ponds, two 
smaller ponds, and three spillways, including an 835 ft flume feeding the spring water to the ponds.  As the Twin Springs hatchery southwest of 
Decorah was originally intended for trout, the Siewers Springs hatchery was initially developed to primarily raise smallmouth bass.  The fish and 
game commission project would employ the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) developed by President Franklin Roosevelt during the Great 
Depression, with the CCC Company 1751 arriving at camp SP11 in Decorah on November 27, 1933.  However, more intensive construction 
activity would not begin until April of 1934, with the excavation and subsequent footings of the stone residence and maintenance buildings 
completed that same year.  Roughly 30 workers would be required to complete construction of the two structures, with four to...(See Appendix B)

SHPO 96-00420Name Decorah Fish Hatchery Residence Township Decorah

Other Names Superintendent’s residence/dwelling

Type Commercial Building Dimensions 31 x 46 ft (9.4 x 14 m)
Landowner Contact Iowa Department of Natural Resources | 2325 Siewers Spring Rd., Decorah

View to the south (7/28/20). View to the northwest (7/28/20).
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View to the east (7/28/20).View to the southeast (7/28/20).

Location NE¼, NW¼, SW¼, SW¼ Section 27, T98N, R8W, Decorah Township
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Map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1886 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1905 map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1915 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1930s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). 1950s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').

1980s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). Modern aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').
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»Brian Malaise (Fisheries Hatchery Biologist), personal communication, 7/28/20
»Decorah Public Opinion. Siewers Springs provides trout for Winneshiek.  6 May:44.  Decorah, Iowa. (1986)
»Gardner, Wanda and Elizabeth Lorentzen (editors). Self-Guiding Tour of Decorah for Motorists and Cyclists.  Originally published 1971 by 
Professor George E. Knudson (copyright).  Winneshiek County Historic Preservation Commission, Decorah, Iowa. (2007)
»(See Appendix B)

Prior to the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) construction of the hatchery’s stone residence and office buildings, the location was actually home 
to several pioneer industries, including the first woolen mill of Winneshiek County.  The primary driving force behind these endeavors was A. A. 
Akins (later spelled Aiken) who acquired the property in 1854, eventually constructing a dam at the springs in 1860 that supplied power to operate 
a chair factory that would go on to produce wheel hubs, stair spindles, banisters, and neck yokes.  After several years of operation, the factory 
would be converted into a 3 ½-story woolen mill that would produce up to 400 yards of material per day from flocks of sheep driven from all over 
Iowa to the springs, even supplying material for clothing used during the Civil War.  The mill would unfortunately burn down in 1874 and the site 
would be sold to a Professor Siewers (also spelled Sievers) of Luther College, from which the name of the springs is derived.  Naturally 
discharging over 6,000 gallons of water per minute, Siewer Springs is the second largest spring in Iowa and the chief supplier of power for these 
early enterprises, later becoming the principal water source for the fish hatchery built by the CCC in the mid-1930s.  The limestone office building 
features 2 ft thick walls and several “angle-cut” stones along the principal façade in which a corner of the usually rectangular block has been 
removed, an intentional and unique feature of CCC construction.  While also operating in the capacity of a service garage and maintenance 
building, the office originally contained a grinding room and freezer for horse meat, which was much...(See Appendix B)

SHPO 96-00420Name Decorah Fish Hatchery Office Township Decorah

Other Names Service garage; maintenance building

Type Commercial Building Dimensions 30 x 56 ft (9.1 x 17.1 m)
Landowner Contact Iowa Department of Natural Resources | 2325 Siewers Spring Rd., Decorah

View to the west (7/28/20). View to the southwest (7/28/20).
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View to the southeast (7/28/20).View to the south (7/28/20).

Location NE¼, NW¼, SW¼, SW¼ Section 27, T98N, R8W, Decorah Township
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Map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1886 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1905 map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1915 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1930s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). 1950s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').

1980s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). Modern aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').
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»Bailey, Edwin C. Past and Present of Winneshiek County, Iowa.  2 vols.  The S. J. Clarke Publishing Company, Chicago. (1913)
»Rodecap, Janette. Trout Run Farm.  Paper presented to 9th grade American History class.  On file, John J. Rodecap. Decorah, Iowa. (1990)
»Sparks, Charles H. History of Winneshiek County, Iowa.  Riverside Printing House, Milwaukee, Wisconsin. (1877)

The historical prominence of the Rodecap farmstead, aside from being one of the first in the Decorah area, is defined by its role as a refuge for 
early Norwegian immigrants arriving to Winneshiek County.  Thrond Lommen and his son, Gulbrand T. Lommen, would emigrate to the county in 
1851 and later purchase the farmstead from the U.S. Government on July 14, 1852.  They would construct a walnut log cabin as their home at the 
property that would also function as a place for Norwegian settlers to stay, with the Lommen’s often helping the families acquire financing to start 
farms of their own.  With the current house, the north addition represents where this small cabin was located (14 x 16 ft), which would sometimes 
board several families at once.  This cabin would also be the meeting place that started the Little Iowa Congregation of Washington Prairie, as well 
as where the letter was signed that called upon Pastor Koren to come to Winneshiek County in 1853.  The farm would later be purchased at auction 
by Ole “Horse” Lomen on April 10, 1883, who would soon after construct alongside the earlier log cabin the house that is seen today.  Ole had a 
great affinity for horses, so much so that he would construct a large stone barn specifically for them, even building a racetrack east of the house 
along Trout Creek.  Following Ole’s death in 1905, the farm would again be sold at auction, this time to an Erick O. Borseth.  As the story goes, 
ample amounts of whiskey were provided at the auction to help with the deal-making, and Mr. Borseth was not aware of his purchase until the 
following day.  Since he did want the property in the first place, it would quickly...(See Appendix B)

SHPOName Rodecap House Township Decorah

Other Names

Type House Dimensions 20 x 32 ft (6.1 x 9.8 m)
Landowner Contact John Rodecap | 2244 Middle Calmar Rd., Decorah

View to the east (8/4/20). View to the southeast (8/4/20).

ID:  098-08-29-01

View to the west (8/4/20).View to the southwest (8/4/20).

Location SE¼, NE¼, NW¼, SW¼ Section 33, T98N, R8W, Decorah Township
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Map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1886 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1905 map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1915 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1930s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). 1950s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').

1980s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). Modern aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').
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»Mary Lea, personal communication, 11/17/20
»Kleiner, Melanie. Official Iowa Site Inventory Form for the Raymond Oakley Stone Barn.  Site Inventory Number 96-00256.  On file, State 
Historic Preservation Office of Iowa, Des Moines. (1992)
»Meyer, Joyce. Saving Our Americana Landscape.  Calmar Courier 9 October:1–2.  Calmar, Iowa. (2012)

This 2-story stone bank barn was built in 1862 by John Johnson shortly after arriving from Norway with his wife Everine and their five children.  
Constructed of native limestone, all of the window and entrance openings feature solid board lintels that often have 19th century machine-cut nails 
still visible.  The east façade contains two basement entrances with a single window between, while the second floor window has been filled with 
stone.  The solid bank wall to the west is where the main entrance is found, consisting of a large track door (8 x 10.5 ft) next to an upper window.  
The current gambrel roof replaced the original gable roof sometime around 1900, and was likely installed by Nels H. Rognlien, the subsequent 
owner of the property following John Johnson.  The gambrel peaks at the north and south ends have wood board and batten siding, with solid 
stonework below.  The north gambrel peak is more expansive with a mow door containing an above peak for a tracking system that was a later 
adaptation.  Wood shingles were previously installed on the roof in 1938, with the current steel roof added in 2005 following a small fire.  The 
Lea’s have taken great pride in the stone building and their restoration efforts reflect this, including re-pointing the exterior with lime-based mortar 
in 2007, as well as rebuilding the windows and doors at this time.  The floor of the barn was replaced in 2009 and the wood siding painted, with 
the interior basement re-pointed shortly thereafter.  While the restoration work is on-going, the stonework remains in remarkable condition and is 
structurally very sound.  The building as a whole retains a high degree...(See Appendix B)

SHPO 96-00256Name Lea Barn Township Decorah

Other Names Lea-Oakley Barn; Raymond Oakley Stone Barn

Type Barn Dimensions 24 x 36 ft (7.3 x 11 m)
Landowner Contact Tony and Mary Lea | 2279 County Road W42, Decorah

View to the southeast (7/30/20). View to the southwest (7/30/20).
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View to the northeast (7/30/20).View to the north (7/30/20).

Location SW¼, SE¼, NE¼, NW¼ Section 36, T98N, R8W, Decorah Township
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Dates Constructed: 1862 | Gambrel roof: ca. 1900 | Restoration: 2005–present



Map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1886 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1905 map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1915 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1930s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). 1950s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').

1980s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). Modern aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').
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»Johnson, Steven L., Rev. Donald Berg, and Charles Langton. An Intensive Historical Site Survey of the Washington Prairie Settlement.  
Winneshiek County Historic Preservation Commission.  Submitted to the Iowa Bureau of Historic Preservation, Contract No. 19-89-40045A.007.  
Copies available from Winneshiek County Historic Preservation Commission, Decorah, Iowa. (1990)

Located where the townships of Decorah, Glenwood, Springfield, and Frankville meet, the Pioneer Cemetery was the first cemetery organized in 
the Washington Prairie settlement.  Established in August of 1850, the cemetery was used by the first Norwegian immigrants of Winneshiek 
County until one was established at the Washington Prairie Lutheran Church.  The county’s first public school was also built at this site in 1852, 
located toward the east end of the cemetery grounds.  The simple log school was the standard size of a homesteading cabin (14 x 16 ft) and was 
quickly outgrown, in addition to the location not being satisfactory for the families it served.  When the issue of building a new school was being 
debated, the log structure burned down in 1862 and was not rebuilt when the districts were redrawn soon after.  A movement would later begin to 
memorialize the names of the otherwise forgotten individuals buried at the cemetery, with prominent Washington Prairie settler Abraham Jacobson 
leading the efforts to have a monument erected.  At a cost of $350, the memorial would be constructed of 4,000 pounds of granite over a 
foundation comprised of 40 loads of local stone.  The monument placed on top was inscribed with names of 32 pioneers interred from 1850 
through 1864, including respective dates of birth and death.  The Pioneer Memorial would be dedicated on August 25, 1887, with roughly 800 in 
attendance, and Pastor Koren providing the dedicatory address.  When the North Washington Prairie Lutheran Church was built along Valdres 
Road to the east in 1891, the congregation established their cemetery adjacent to the Pioneer Cemetery and the demarcation...(See Appendix B)

SHPO 96-00258Name Pioneer Cemetery Memorial Township Decorah

Other Names

Type Memorial Dimensions 8 x 8 ft (2.4 x 2.4 m); 11 ft (3.4 m) tall
Landowner Contact North Washington Prairie Church and Fred Hemesath | 1646 Valdres Rd, Decorah

View to the northwest (7/30/20). View to the north (7/30/20).
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View to the north (7/30/20).View to the southwest (7/30/20).

Location SE¼, SE¼, SE¼, SE¼ Section 36, T98N, R8W, Decorah Township
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»Carleton Haugen, personal communication, 7/22/20
»Alexander, W. E. History of Winneshiek and Allamakee Counties, Iowa.  Western Publishing Company, Sioux City, Iowa. (1882)
»Bailey, Edwin C. Past and Present of Winneshiek County, Iowa.  2 vols.  The S. J. Clarke Publishing Company, Chicago. (1913)

This two-room stone ice house features 6 ft high walls that are nearly 2 ft thick and constructed of native limestone reported to have been obtained 
from a quarry along Happy Hollow Road near Dry Run.  The farmstead was first settled by William McIntosh of Wellsville, Ohio, who arrived in 
Winneshiek County in the spring of 1855 with his parents James and Jennette McIntosh.  Aside from operating a saw mill in Tama County, which 
he would lose to a fire after two years of operation, William spent most of his life as a farmer and would eventually accumulate 200 ac along 
Madison Road.  He would marry Mary C. Crawford on December 24, 1862, and soon after serve in the Civil War with the 13th Iowa Infantry 
(Company H) from the fall of 1864 through July of 1865.  The farmstead would later be acquired by Ole H. and Ingeborg Bakken, who came to 
Winneshiek County from Norway in 1854 and 1852 respectively.  Ole Bakken started out as a simple farm laborer, gradually acquiring land until 
he had amassed 1,200 ac before retiring in 1903.  Upon his retirement, Ole would divide his acreage among his children, choosing to live out his 
remaining years with his wife and son E. F. Bakken on the farmstead formerly established by William McIntosh.  While the precise construction 
date of the ice house is unknown, it was likely built by McIntosh at roughly the same time as the original house, which would be replaced by the 
Bakken’s in 1901 with the current home that is seen today.  A stone wall divides the interior, with the front one-third of the building behind the 
north entrance where the ice was supplied and packed in sawdust.  A lime-based plaster covers the walls of this...(See Appendix B)

SHPOName Haugen Ice House Township Decorah

Other Names Bakken Ice House

Type Ice House Dimensions 16 x 28 ft (4.9 x 8.5 m)
Landowner Contact Carleton Haugen | 2441 Madison Rd., Decorah

View to the southwest (7/22/20). View to the southeast (7/22/20).

ID:  098-09-01-01

View to the west (7/22/20).View to the south (7/22/20).

Location NW¼, NW¼, NW¼, NE¼ Section 14, T98N, R9W, Madison Township
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Map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1886 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1905 map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1915 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1930s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). 1950s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').

1980s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). Modern aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').
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»James Boeding, personal communication, 7/22/20
»Meyer, Joyce. Saving Our Americana Landscape.  Calmar Courier 9 October:1–2.  Calmar, Iowa. (2012)
»Bailey, Edwin C. Past and Present of Winneshiek County, Iowa.  2 vols.  The S. J. Clarke Publishing Company, Chicago. (1913)

The Ansten Milk House represents one of the more exemplary examples of stone agricultural buildings, having been featured on the All-State Barn 
Tour and winning the Award of Distinction from the Iowa Barn Foundation for the restorative work that was completed without the assistance of 
matching funds.  As a result of these efforts, the stone building remains in remarkable condition and retains excellent original integrity, with the 
separating tank and milk cans still found inside.  It has a very similar design to the Boeding Milk House found several miles to the southeast along 
Madison Road, the small square buildings were likely constructed by the same stonemason.  A ceramic pipe can be found in the west façade toward 
the northwest corner where water would be pumped from the well by the nearby windmill and into the milk house.  The hipped pyramid roof 
features wood shingles and a small wooden cupola at the peak.  A centered entrance is positioned along the south façade, with several varieties of 
densely fossiliferous limestone included in the stonework at roughly eye-level that are quite distinctive from the remaining native limestone, which 
seem to be an intentional addition.  One very large stone adjacent to the entrance features the inscription “T. H. Ansten Oct. 8 1900,” which is 
interpreted as the build date and property owner at the time of establishment.  T. H. Ansten was born on September 27, 1857, the son of Norway 
natives Herbrand and Engric Ansten (formerly Anstenson) who had arrived in Winneshiek County from Wisconsin that same year.  The original 
tract of land purchased by Herbrand was predominantly timber, which he painstakingly cleared to...(See Appendix B)

SHPOName Ansten Milk House Township Decorah

Other Names Boeding Milk House

Type Milk House Dimensions 14 x 14 ft (4.3 x 4.3 m)
Landowner Contact James Boeding | 2390 Madison Rd., Decorah

View to the southwest (7/22/20). View to the north (7/22/20).
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View to the north (7/22/20).View to the north (7/22/20).

Location SW¼, SE¼, SW¼, SE¼ Section 11, T98N, R9W, Madison Township
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Dates Constructed: 1900



Map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1886 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1905 map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1915 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1930s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). 1950s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').

1980s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). Modern aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').
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»Steven Timmerman (Reis family relative), personal communication, 11/21/20
»Alexander, W. E. History of Winneshiek and Allamakee Counties, Iowa.  Western Publishing Company, Sioux City, Iowa. (1882)
»Meyer, Joyce. Old Stone Church Celebrates 150th Anniversary.  Calmar Courier 28 July:1–2.  Calmar, Iowa. (2009)

St. John’s Lutheran Church, also known as the Old Stone Church, was home to the area’s first German Lutheran Congregation founded by 
Reverend Karl Friedrich Jungck.  Originally from Rheinpfalz (Bavaria), Germany, Rev. Jungck emigrated to the United States in 1830 at the age of 
17. After a brief stay in Ohio, he relocated to Indiana where he would meet and marry his wife Anna Margaretha Gesell.  Together, they would
move by covered wagon to Winneshiek County in 1856, settling on a farm just southwest of Ridgeway with their 11 children.  Concerned over the 
lack of a Christian ministry to the incoming German immigrants, Rev. Jungck would contact the Lutheran authorities for assistance, only to be 
encouraged to study the ministry himself.  Following his ordination as a Lutheran minister, Rev. Jungck would organize the St. John’s Lutheran 
congregation in 1859.  Services would initially be held in homes and schoolhouses, with the Jungck family home even serving as a parsonage and a 
school.  The need for a sanctuary to call their own quickly became apparent, and the land for the church site would be acquired through two 
separate transactions, the first on February 17, 1868, and the second on October 19, 1870.  The construction of the church would be overseen by 
Peter Reis (originally Reiss), the third son of Charles and Margretta Reis who was born in Germany in 1841 to a family of church builders.  Peter 
would come to New York in 1870 and after a short stay, make his to Iowa where he worked for several different employers in Howard County 
before settling down as a farmer in Winneshiek County in 1872.  That same year he would marry Carolina P. Gesell, an...(See Appendix B)

SHPO 96-00675Name St. John's Lutheran Church Township Lincoln

Other Names Old Stone Church; St. John’s German Lutheran Church

Type Church Dimensions 28 x 42 ft (8.5 x 12.8 m)
Landowner Contact Immanuel Lutheran Church | 3300 240th St., Ridgeway

View to the northeast (6/17/20). View to the southeast (6/17/20).
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View to the south (6/17/20).View to the north (6/17/20).

Location SW¼, SW¼, SW¼, SE¼ Section 20, T98N, R10W, Lincoln Township
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Dates Constructed: 1873 | Vacated: late 19th century | Preservation: 1989–present



Map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1886 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1905 map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1915 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1930s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). 1950s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').

1980s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). Modern aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').
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»Dale Gazelle (tenant), personal communication, 7/22/20
»Andreas, Alfred T. Illustrated Historical Atlas of the State of Iowa.  Andreas Atlas Company, Chicago. (1875)
»Bailey, Edwin C. Past and Present of Winneshiek County, Iowa.  2 vols.  The S. J. Clarke Publishing Company, Chicago. (1913)

Simple in design, this nearly square milk house features a single entrance and a single window along the south and north façades respectively, both 
of which are centered and extend to the top of the stonework.  Constructed of rough-cut native limestone laid in regular courses, the same stone can 
also be found with the foundation of the barn nearby.  The rear of the structure is built into the backslope near the driveway, resulting in exterior 
wall heights that range from 3.5 to 6 ft.  The interior has a lime-based plaster covering the walls and nearly 7 ft of clearance to the ceiling, with the 
original concrete separating tank extending along the entirety of the north wall.  Few alterations have occurred with the milk house outside of the 
installation of corrugated sheet metal on the hipped pyramid roof, and the removal of the water pump that was originally located at the center of the 
room.  While the precise construction date is unknown, the structure was likely built with the rest of the farm sometime after 1875 given their 
absence from the Andreas map.  In fact, the farmstead would be established by Hans O. Melaas who came to Winneshiek County from Norway and 
soon married Marn Knutson, also a native of Norway.  Hans would continue to run the farm following his wife’s death in 1902, but would 
eventually retire to Ridgeway in 1905, with his son Ole taking over the operation.  Helana Melaas, the daughter of Hans and Marn, would marry a 
prominent farmer along Madison Road by the name of Gustav E. Bakken.  This is of particular interest given the Bakken family owed a great deal 
of land, including the original McIntosh property which is where the Haugen...(See Appendix B)

SHPOName Gazelle Milk House Township Lincoln

Other Names Melaas Milk House

Type Milk House Dimensions 12 x 14 ft (3.7 x 4.3 m)
Landowner Contact John E. Hoines (E & M Acres) | 2717 County Rd W14, Ridgeway

View to the northwest (7/22/20). View to the southwest (7/22/20).

ID:  098-10-02-01

View to the north (7/22/20).View to the south (7/22/20).

Location SE¼, NE¼, SE¼, SE¼ Section 2, T98N, R10W, Lincoln Township
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Dates ca. late 19th century



Map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1886 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1905 map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1915 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1930s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). 1950s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').

1980s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). Modern aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').
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»Gardner, Wanda (editor). A Self-Guiding Auto Tour of Winneshiek County, Iowa.  Originally published 1987.  Winneshiek County Historic 
Preservation Commission, Decorah, Iowa. (2005)
»Klimesh, Mary. National Register of Historic Places Nomination: Locust School, Winneshiek County, Iowa.  On file, State Historic Preservation 
Office of Iowa, Des Moines. (1978)
»Strandberg, Sarah. Fundraiser for Locust School project June 29 at Decorah Pizza Ranch.  Decorah Journal 23 June:A-2. (2016)

The Locust School is one of Iowa’s earliest one-room schoolhouses, serving the surrounding rural area for 108 consecutive years that is reputed to 
be a state record for a school of its type.  The village of Locust was first settled in 1850 by William Vail (formerly Vale), a German immigrant from 
Pennsylvania, and his brother-in-law John Klontz.  However, when the land was first surveyed and laid out for a town, the name for the “farmer’s 
community” was Anoha.  Vail would later receive a notice from Washington D. C. in 1856 indicating that a post office could be established if an 
official name was sent and a room provided for the office.  Locust Lane would be chosen on account of the two rows of young locust trees on either 
side of the road leading to the Vail farmstead, with the name later shortened to Locust in 1900.  The first building in Locust was actually a frame 
schoolhouse built in 1852, a testament to the importance the founders placed on education.  The stone school seen today was later built in 1854 on 
an acre of land that was donated by Vail.  Limestone would be supplied from a quarry located a quarter mile west of Locust that was owned by 
John Klontz, whose homestead was located just south of the school that for many years was known as the Ruffridge farm (and later the Weiss 
farm).  This quarry holds special significance, as it was used by many of the early pioneer religious groups in building their own churches.  
Classical, almost Greek-Revival in composition, the rubble limestone walls, and simple gable roof are typical of small-scale school and church 
architecture during the early settlement periods of Iowa history.  A covered bell...(See Appendix B)

SHPO 96-00284Name Locust School Township Pleasant

Other Names

Type School House Dimensions 27 x 39.5 ft (8.2 x 12 m)
Landowner Contact Winneshiek County Historical Society | 1640 Big Canoe Rd., Decorah

View to the northeast (6/28/20). View to the north (6/28/20).

ID:  099-07-01-01

View to the east (6/28/20).View to the southeast (6/28/20).

Location SW¼, SE¼, SE¼, NW¼ Section 6, T99N, R7W, Pleasant Township
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Map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1886 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1905 map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1915 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1930s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). 1950s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').

1980s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). Modern aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').
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»Beacon. Summary of Parcel 080630000800, Winneshiek County, Iowa.  Available at http://www.beacon.schneidercorp.com.  Accessed 
November 2020. (2020)
»Decorah Journal. “Obituary for Johanna Weiss.”  16 September:8.  Decorah, Iowa. (2010)
Decorah Public Opinion. “Passing of Pioneers: Brief life sketch of Mrs. John Ruffridge.” 29 January:1.  Decorah, Iowa. (1913)
»Sparks, Charles H. History of Winneshiek County, Iowa.  Riverside Printing House, Milwaukee, Wisconsin. (1877)

The historical significance of the Weiss House is the farmstead’s establishment by John Klontz, one of the founders of Locust.  Klontz and his 
brother-in-law, William Vail (formerly Vale), were German immigrants from Pennsylvania who settled in the northwest corner of Pleasant 
Township in 1850.  The name Locust would be derived from the locust trees planted on either side of the road leading to Vail’s farm that was 
known as the Locust Lane Farm, which also had Winneshiek County’s first brick residence.  John Klontz would locate his “ranch” south of Vail 
where the Weiss farm can be found today.  Between the two Vail was described as the “literary man” given the numerous township offices he held, 
but Klontz would work diligently to establish his farmstead and acquire large fields that proved to be quite profitable.  Vail would donate an acre 
of his land that would become the location of the Locust School, while Klontz showed his “community spirit” by deeding an acre of his own land 
for a cemetery that became St. John’s Lutheran Cemetery, now known as Locust Cemetery.  The stone for the Locust School would come from the 
Klontz farm quarry located a quarter mile west of Locust, which would likely be where the stone for the house was obtained as well.  This quarry is 
also significant for its use by early pioneer religious congregations in the construction of their own churches.  John Klontz would later move to 
Missouri after selling his farm to John and Anna Ruffridge, who moved to the farm from Shatford, Ontario, Canada on March 20, 1868.  Together 
they would live successfully as farmers, with the property remaining in the Ruffridge family for many years....(See Appendix B)

SHPOName Weiss House Township Pleasant

Other Names Ruffridge House

Type House Dimensions 36 x 38 ft (11 x 11.6 m)
Landowner Contact Arnold Weiss | 3335 Locust Rd., Decorah

View to the west (7/16/20). View to the south (7/16/20).
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View to the north (7/16/20).View to the northwest (7/16/20).

Location SE¼, NW¼, NE¼, SW¼ Section 6, T99N, R7W, Pleasant Township
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Map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1886 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1905 map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1915 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1930s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). 1950s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').

1980s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). Modern aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').
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»Glenn Ellickson, personal communication, 7/29/20.
»Decorah Journal. “Neighborhood News: Locust.”  17 October:5.  Decorah, Iowa. (1911)
»Decorah Public Opinion and Decorah Republican. “George Matter Passes.”  27 June:1.  Decorah, Iowa. (1929)

Used for separating cream, the Ellickson milk house is one of the few, if not only, remaining structures from the original Matter farmstead.  The 
original well was located approximately 60 ft east of the stone building, which is represented by a shallow depression in the lawn since being 
abandoned and filled.  Water was transported to the milk house via a wooden pipe, a portion of which can still be observed in the east wall near the 
southeast corner, possessing an 8 in diameter.  Water would exit the structure through the opposite wall, which is represented by a roughly 9 in 
square opening near the southwest corner.  The stone was procured from nearby Locust, reportedly from one of the early stores, and could possibly 
even be traced back to the Klontz/Ruffridge farm quarry that was so prominent in the vicinity.  The large, regular courses of native limestone is 
more indicative of foundational stone rather than what is typically seen with smaller milk houses, potentially an indication of some form of 
recycling.  The building lacked windows, and likely had a hipped pyramid frame roof that has long since collapsed and largely deteriorated.  Much 
of the lime mortar has eroded away, resulting in irregular wall heights (5.5–6.5 ft) due to collapsing along the top of the stonework.  The milk 
house was likely built around the time the farmstead was established by George A. Matter, who arrived in Winneshiek County in 1855 to begin his 
farming career.  Born in Ingenheim, Germany on April 2, 1840, Mr. Matter had most of his education in his native homeland, and later completed 
his schooling upon his arrival to the United States.  He would later be united in...(See Appendix B)

SHPOName Ellickson Milk House Township Pleasant

Other Names Matter Milk House

Type Milk House Dimensions 10 x 12 ft (3.1 x 3.7 m)
Landowner Contact Darla and Glenn Ellickson | 3177 Middle Sattre Rd., Decorah

View to the southwest (6/20/20). View to the northwest (6/20/20).
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View to the south (6/20/20).View to the southeast (6/20/20).

Location NW¼, NE¼, NW¼, NE¼ Section 17, T99N, R7W, Pleasant Township
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Map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1886 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1905 map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1915 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1930s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). 1950s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').

1980s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). Modern aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').

ID:  099-07-03-01Printed: 02/12/21 Page A182



»Justin White, personal communication, 8/12/20.
»Bender, Nancy. Spring Houses, Important Buildings in the Past.  Electronic document, https://mercersburghistory.org/blog/34/, accessed January 
28, 2021. (n.d.)
»Decorah Public Opinion and Decorah Republican. “Miss Emma Sampson Died on Wednesday After Long Illness.”  26 January:7.  Decorah, Iowa. 
(1937)

Spring houses are usually the last remaining outbuilding to survive from early farmsteads, as is the case with this rare example of a two-story spring 
house associated with the pioneer Sampson farm established by the first Norwegian family to settle in Decorah.  Born in Voss, Norway, Peter 
Sampson and his wife Sigrid Nordheim would leave with their children in 1849 and relocate to Chicago, Illinois.  After a brief one year stay, the 
family would move to Beloit, Wisconsin, where Peter worked as a shoemaker traveling from farm to farm.  In the summer of 1852, he would 
purchase four oxen and a wagon with his earnings and take his family west to Decorah where he continued on as a shoemaker for approximately 10 
years, even incorporating harness-making into his business.  When the United States opened up a land office, Peter would purchase property 
nestled along the upper reaches of Pine Creek in Pleasant Township, which he would carefully develop with his family over the next 35 years.  His 
son Albert would leave the farm to start a prominent machine shop and scale business in Decorah, while his daughter Julia and son-in-law John 
Anderson would be frequent visitors from Chicago.  This bears mentioning as John Anderson was the editor for the Scandinaven at the time, a 
Norwegian language newspaper that was wildly successful in the immigrant community, earning him the honor of being knighted by the King of 
Norway in 1901 for his influential work.  Peter would battle blindness the last years of life, eventually passing away on the farm he worked so 
diligently to develop at the age of 77.  His wife, who was also identified as Sarah, would later...(See Appendix B)

SHPOName White Spring House Township Pleasant

Other Names Sampson Spring House

Type Spring House Dimensions 10 x 12 ft (3.1 x 3.7 m)
Landowner Contact

View to the east (8/12/20). View to the southwest (8/12/20).
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View to the northwest (8/12/20).View to the southeast (8/12/20).

Location

Printed: 02/12/21 Page A183

ID 099-07-04-01

Dates Constructed: ca. late 1860s or early 1870s



Map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1886 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1905 map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1915 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1930s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). 1950s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').

1980s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). Modern aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').
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»Glenn Larson, personal communication, 6/16/20.
»Johnson, Steven L. The Survey of Schoolhouses in Winneshiek County, Iowa.  Winneshiek County Historic Preservation Commission, Decorah, 
Iowa. (1986)

Like so many other rural structures of its time, the Pleasant Valley School was a product of the community, with nearby farmers assisting the 
stonemason in constructing the building in the late 19th century using locally quarried stone.  Once completed, the school featured 18 in thick 
walls that were over 12 ft high, with a gable roof and a set of three windows on the east and west façades.  Two outhouses were also found north of 
the building, which were separated for use by male and female students.  Following school redistricting in the county during the late 1950s, the 
Pleasant Valley School would sit vacant for its remaining years, with the interior completed gutted with the removal of the chalkboard and 
electrical work.  A disconnected Bell System telephone protector box can still be found today near the northwest corner, demonstrating the 
building’s relatively untouched condition following its closing.  Unfortunately, ongoing settling at the corners of the building have compromised 
the structural integrity, resulting in much of the stonework to disintegrate.  The school did not originally have a basement, which was excavated at a 
later date and the culprit for a majority of the stone walls collapsing.  The most “intact” portion of the building to remain is the south façade facing 
the road, where a flagpole was once located above the entrance door.  The basement entrance can be found slightly off-center along the east façade 
that was previously covered.  Adjacent to this entry is a combination ceramic tile and cinder block chimney, which replaced the original brick 
chimney that extended through the gable peak near the north wall.  The roof...(See Appendix B)

SHPO 96-00291Name Larson School Township Pleasant

Other Names Pleasant Valley School; Pleasant Township District No. 5 School

Type School House Dimensions 26.5 x 30.5 ft (8.1 x 9.3 m)
Landowner Contact Glenn Larson | 1630 301st St., Decorah

View to the north (12/5/20). View to the northeast (12/5/20).

ID:  099-07-05-01

View to the southeast (12/5/20).View to the southwest (12/5/20).

Location SW¼, SW¼, SW¼, SE¼ Section 19, T99N, R7W, Pleasant Township
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Map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1886 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1905 map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1915 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1930s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). 1950s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').

1980s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). Modern aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').
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»Bailey, Edwin C. Past and Present of Winneshiek County, Iowa.  2 vols.  The S. J. Clarke Publishing Company, Chicago. (1913)
»Decorah Public Opinion. “Wilson Daubney, of Decorah, One Hundred Years Old on April 28.”  26 April:7.  Decorah, Iowa. (1922)
»Johnson, Steven L. The Survey of Schoolhouses in Winneshiek County, Iowa.  Winneshiek County Historic Preservation Commission, Decorah, 
Iowa. (1986)

Long known as the Daubney School, this is one of the three “blue limestone” schools that existed in Pleasant Township.  Wilson Daubney, who 
donated the land for the building, was among the first settlers of the township.  Born on April 28,1822, in Lincolnshire, England, Wilson would 
immigrate to the United States in 1844 with his family at the age of two, first living in Vermont together and later Michigan.  Wilson would 
eventually leave on his own to settle on government land located 40 mi west of Chicago, where he would marry Lucy Adelaide Whittemore in 
1850.  Together, they would leave for Winneshiek County in 1855, purchasing government land in Pleasant Township at $1.25 per acre.  Their 
son, Dr. F. W. Daubney, would serve as mayor of Decorah for many years, while Wilson would farm until about the age of 70 when he and his wife 
moved to Decorah in 1890 to live with their daughter Mary Edith.  Lucy would pass away a short time later in 1893, while Wilson would live to be 
100 years age at the time of his death in 1922.  The rural school located on their acreage would continue to serve the local farming community until 
its closing toward the middle of the 20th century.  The front-gabled building is constructed of roughly coursed rubble limestone, with the 
stonework extending all the way up through the gable ends.  The exterior stone is plastered with stucco that has been scribed to give the appearance 
of concrete block.  A set of three equally spaced windows were installed along the north and south façades for cross-lighting, but at slightly 
different elevations to compensate for the slope of the landform.  Although the roof and much of the...(See Appendix B)

SHPO 96-00308Name Heier School Township Pleasant

Other Names Daubney School; Pleasant Township District No. 6 School

Type School House Dimensions 28 x 32 ft (8.5 x 9.8 m)
Landowner Contact Michael Heier | 2945 Pleasant View Rd., Decorah

View to the southwest (10/23/20). View to the south (10/23/20).

ID:  099-07-06-01

View to the east (10/23/20).View to the north (10/23/20).

Location SE¼, SE¼, NE¼, SW¼ Section 28, T99N, R7W, Pleasant Township
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ID 099-07-06-01

Dates Constructed: ca. 1850s or 1860s | Closed: late 1930s or early 1940s



Map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1886 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1905 map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1915 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1930s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). 1950s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').

1980s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). Modern aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').
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»Tim Christopher, personal communication, 6/20/20

Nestled in a wooded valley along Wagon Road near the Upper Iowa River, the Christopher Stone Barn is a rural gem of 20th century vernacular 
stonemasonry.  The farmstead has remained within the Christopher family for nearly 70 years, with the two-story bank barn constructed around 
1965 by Harold Christopher, a painter and carpenter by trade.  Featuring a large Gothic-arched roof covered in corrugated tin, the first floor is 
entirely of stone with a poured concrete floor.  The 20 to 22 in thick walls are constructed of random limestone rubble collected from the adjacent 
creek bed and bonded with a sand and lime-based mortar.  The south façade facing the intermittent creek is open, aside from a single sliding door.  
Access to the wood framed second floor is found along an earthen ramp on the bank side to the north, with the entry east of the centered stove 
chimney.  The barn is utilized as a farrier and blacksmith shop, with a coal forger built into the east façade that actually protrudes slightly from the 
wall where the brick chimney extends above the roofline.  The current owner intends to preserve the stonework of the building and is considering 
replacing the second floor with a log frame.

SHPO 96-00332Name Christopher Stone Barn Township Canoe

Other Names

Type Barn Dimensions 24 x 30 ft (7.3 x 9.1 m)
Landowner Contact Tim Christopher | 2976 Wagon Rd, Decorah

View to the northeast (6/20/20). View to the southeast (6/20/20).

ID:  099-08-01-01

View to the north (6/20/20).View to the east (6/20/20).

Location NW¼, SW¼, NW¼, NE¼ Section 30, T99N, R8W, Canoe Township
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ID 099-08-01-01

Dates Constructed: ca. 1965



Map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1886 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1905 map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1915 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1930s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). 1950s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').

1980s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). Modern aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').
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»Bailey, Edwin C. Past and Present of Winneshiek County, Iowa.  2 vols.  The S. J. Clarke Publishing Company, Chicago. (1913)
»Haugen, Arnold O. Hauge Lutheran Church of Canoe Township, Winneshiek County, Iowa.  Private Printing, Dorchester, Iowa. (1980); Official 
Iowa Site Inventory Form for Hauge Lutheran Church (Hauge Evangelske Lutherske Menighed).  Site Inventory Number 96-00323.  On file, State 
Historic Preservation Office of Iowa, Des Moines. (1985)

Overlooking North Canoe Creek along Middle Hesper Road, this rural Norwegian Lutheran Church has its origin closely tied with the Hauge 
family (formerly Haugen) occupation in Canoe Township.  Early Norwegian immigrants along the Canoe Creek area would often hold community 
worship in nearby homes, with the occasional visit of ordained ministers.  One of the homes that visiting preachers would first arrive at was that of 
Peter (Peder) Larson Hauge.  Born in Norway on February 2, 1816, Peter would marry his wife Anna Sattermore in their native homeland in 1853 
before leaving for Canada where he worked at a sawmill for one year.  They would later leave for Wisconsin, eventually making their way to Canoe 
Township in the fall of 1854.  Peter is regarded as the primary driving force and founder of the Hauge Lutheran Church, beginning with the 
baptism of his daughter Beret Haugen by Reverend Elling Eielson on June 10, 1859.  Pastor Eielson is considered to be the first Norwegian 
minister ordained in America who previously served as a lay evangelist in the Bardu area of Norway where Peter Hauge and his wife Anna had 
emigrated from.  The baptism of Peter’s daughter Beret would spark the formation of the Hauge Congregation, with the organizing meeting held in 
the Nils Hinberg home.  The land for the church building would be purchased from William and Sarah Puntney on Christmas Eve of 1873, with 
Peter Hauge signing the instrument of purchase which stipulated that congregation was legally obligated to erect a church within the next five years 
or the land would revert back to the Puntney’s.  Construction would begin in 1874 and be completed in 1875 when the church...(See Appendix B)

SHPO 96-00323Name Hauge Lutheran Church Township Canoe

Other Names Hauge Evangelical Church

Type Church Dimensions 28 x 42 ft (8.5 x 12.8 m)
Landowner Contact Hauge Lutheran Church | 3147 Middle Hesper Rd., Decorah

View to the north (6/20/20). View to the northeast (6/20/20).

ID:  099-08-02-01

View to the southwest (6/20/20).View to the east (6/20/20).

Location NE¼, NW¼, NE¼, SE¼ Section 15, T99N, R8W, Canoe Township
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ID 099-08-02-01

Dates Constructed: 1874–1875 | Sacristy: 1894 | Bell Tower: 1901



Map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1886 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1905 map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1915 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1930s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). 1950s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').

1980s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). Modern aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').
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»Robert Holkesvik, personal communication, 7/16/20.
»Decorah Public Opinion. Aged Man Died Here November 25.  1 December:3.  Decorah, Iowa. (1943)
»Warner, George E. and C. M. Foote. Plat Book of Winneshiek County, Iowa.  Warner and Foote, Minneapolis.  Washington Prairie Lutheran 
Church. (1886)

Based on archival evidence, the property was first under the ownership of H. P. Johnson, but a depiction of the farmstead does not appear until the 
property is acquired by Nels Holkesvik after 1886 (Warner and Foote).  Nels would leave Wisconsin with his family at the age of four, arriving in 
Winneshiek County in 1856.  He would later marry Julia Orson in 1877, establishing the farmstead shortly after.  The side-gabled stone spring 
house is oriented in a northwest-to-southeast direction, with an upland drainageway just west of the structure that has been modified to function as 
a drainage ditch.  Water for the spring house was originally pumped from a windmill located higher on the bluff to the east, which has now become 
wooded.  Water would be piped in through the wall near the northeast corner of the building and into a concrete tank along the northwest wall that 
still exists today.  Overflow would go into a concrete trough located outside of this wall, which has greatly deteriorated and is now landscaped.  
The existing metal roof was installed within the last 10 years, while the 1.5 ft thick walls remain in good condition.  The grandson of the current 
owner intends to have the spring house repointed in the future and preserved, utilizing the building for storage or possibly even as a Holkesvik 
family museum.

SHPOName Holkesvik Milk House Township Canoe

Other Names

Type Milk House Dimensions 12 x 14 ft (3.7 x 4.3 m)
Landowner Contact Allen Holkesvik | 1780 337th St., Decorah

View to the north (7/16/20). View to the northwest (7/16/20).

ID:  099-08-03-01

View to the northeast (7/16/20).View to the southeast (7/16/20).

Location SW¼, SW¼, SW¼, NW¼ Section 1, T99N, R8W, Canoe Township
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ID 099-08-03-01

Dates Constructed: ca. late 19th Century



Map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1886 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1905 map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1915 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1930s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). 1950s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').

1980s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). Modern aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').
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»Becker, Janee and Shay Gooder
   2021    Official Iowa Site Inventory Form for Reis House, Winneshiek County.  Site Inventory Number 
96-00788.

The Reis House features an L-shaped plan, with the north section (21 x 28 ft) interpreted as being constructed as the initial residence sometime 
around 1860, and the south addition (19 x 23 ft) attached at the southwest corner approximately a decade later following the conclusion of the Civil 
War.  Both portions of the house closely match in their construction method and materials, consisting of rough-cut native limestone laid in regular 
courses.  The proprietor of the farmstead was the Snell family, who were some of the earliest settlers in Bluffton Township. Edwin Snell and his 
wife Elizabeth arrived at Winneshiek County in 1855 with their four children after spending 17 years residing in McHenry County, Illinois, with 
Edwin becoming one of the first officers in Bluffton Township after being elected to the position of assessor.  The Snell’s would work hard to 
improve upon the land which they purchased from the United States government.  By 1882, the 125 acre farmstead was described as being “well-
stocked” and containing a “good stone residence,” with only 10 acres remaining in timber.  The Snell farm would remain in the family for another 
130 years and, outside the realignment of Chimney Rock Road, little has changed in the surrounding environment since first settlement.  And while 
many of the original outbuildings of the Snell farmstead have since been removed, the “good stone residence” endures as a tribute to the expertise 
and craftsmanship afforded by its builders.

SHPO 96-00788Name Reis House Township Bluffton

Other Names

Type House Dimensions 36 x 44 ft (10.9 x 13.4 m)
Landowner Contact David Reiss | 3342 Chimney Rock Rd., Decorah

View to the north (6/18/20). View to the north (6/18/20).

ID:  099-09-01-01

View to the south (6/18/20).View to the east (6/18/20).

Location SE¼, NE¼, NE¼, SE¼ Section 5, T99N, R9W, Bluffton Township
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ID 099-09-01-01

Dates Constructed: ca. 1860| Addition: ca. 1870



Map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1886 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1905 map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1915 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1930s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). 1950s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').

1980s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). Modern aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').
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»Alexander, W. E. History of Winneshiek and Allamakee Counties, Iowa.  Western Publishing Company, Sioux City, Iowa. (1882)
»Carlson, Richard J. Official Iowa Site Inventory Form for the Nickerson/Morse/Salls/Gibbs House.  Site Inventory Number 96-00695.  On file, 
State Historic Preservation Office of Iowa, Des Moines. (2012)

The 1½-story White House displays simple Italianate features, including smaller stones arranged in segmental arches over the openings that 
generally have large stone sills.  The 2 ft-thick walls are constructed of regular-coursed limestone, while the foundation consists of random-coursed 
limestone blocks.  Two 20th century frame additions are found along the house that include an enclosed porch with a shed roof (10 x 10 ft) and a 
hip-roofed section that covers the entirety of the north façade (14 x 30 ft).  This north addition is built on a concrete block foundation that is 
actively collapsing along the north basement wall.  Few alterations have occurred with the stone house itself since its conception in the mid-19th 
century.  Several of the openings have experience varying degrees of modification, including the original west-facing entrance that has been 
partially filled with concrete block and converted into a window.  The basis for so many alternative names of the White House is due to the 
inability to precisely identify the actual builder of the residence.  The property was first acquired by Bangs Nickerson from the federal government 
in 1864, with the warrant assigned by Joseph Robinson, a veteran of the War of 1812.  Nickerson arrived in Iowa shortly after 1856 and identified 
himself as a resident of Bluffton.  While the location of his initial residence is unknown, he likely did not construct the stone house given his 
passing in 1867 shortly after purchasing the property.  While purely speculative, the construction of the residence is generally considered to be 
associated with one of the subsequent owners of the property.  Following...(See Appendix B)

SHPO 96-00695Name White House Township Bluffton

Other Names Nickerson House; Morse House; Salls House; Gibbs House

Type House Dimensions 18 x 26 ft (5.5 x 7.9 m)
Landowner Contact J. & E. Dansdill | 2642 West Ravine Rd., Bluffton

View to the east (6/18/20). View to the northeast (6/18/20).

ID:  099-09-02-01

View to the southwest (6/18/20).View to the northwest (6/18/20).

Location SE¼, NW¼, NW¼, SE¼ Section 9, T99N, R9W, Bluffton Township
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ID 099-09-02-01

Dates Constructed: ca. 1860s or 1870s



Map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1886 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1905 map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1915 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1930s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). 1950s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').

1980s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). Modern aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').
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»Alexander, W. E. History of Winneshiek and Allamakee Counties, Iowa.  Western Publishing Company, Sioux City, Iowa. (1882)
»Carlson, Richard J. Official Iowa Site Inventory Form for the Nickerson/Morse/Salls/Gibbs House.  Site Inventory Number 96-00695.  On file, 
State Historic Preservation Office of Iowa, Des Moines. (2012)

The limestone outhouse on the property is considered to be of contemporaneous construction with the house, although the stones are thicker and 
more decoratively finished than the residence.  In particular, the west façade containing the central entry features more fine tooling of the stones, 
with little to no ornate tooling on the remaining sides.  The side-gable roof has collapsed, but a wooden board along the interior of the east wall 
indicates that the outhouse was a three-seater.  One of the early owners of the property was Lyman Morse, whose family arrived in Winneshiek 
County from Cortland County, New York, in 1851 or 1852.  Lyman’s father Philip was one of the builders of the first saw mill in Decorah in 1851, 
while his brother Henry would construct the Bluffton saw mill in 1852 (later a grist mill), as well as a grist mill for Joseph Speilman in Spillville, 
Iowa.  Lyman was a miller himself and likely lived in Bluffton with his wife Sarah to be in closer proximity to the mill, with the 200 ac Nickerson 
farm outside of town serving as a rental or secondary residence.  Lyman would sell the property in August of 1870 to his uncle and partner in the 
milling business, Stephen H. Salls.  Identified as a master miller, Salls would have a very large landholding in Bluffton Township, acquiring 600 ac 
by 1864 and later becoming a farmer that is more consistent with the rural setting of the stone house and outhouse.  Salls would eventually sell a 
portion of the 200 ac property to Wesley and Sarah Gibbs in 1872, which remained in their family until 1893.  Given their milling background, it is 
more probable that either Morse or Salls were the builders of the...(See Appendix B)

SHPO 96-00695Name White Outhouse Township Bluffton

Other Names Nickerson Outhouse; Morse Outhouse; Salls Outhouse; Gibbs Outhouse

Type Out House Dimensions 7.5 x 9 ft (2.3 x 2.7 m)
Landowner Contact J. & E. Dansdill | 2642 West Ravine Rd., Bluffton

View to the southeast (6/18/20). View to the east (6/18/20).

ID:  099-09-02-02

View to the northwest (6/18/20).View to the south (6/18/20).

Location State of Iowa
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ID 099-09-02-02

Dates Constructed: ca. 1860s or 1870s



Map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1886 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1905 map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1915 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1930s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). 1950s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').

1980s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). Modern aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').
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»Bailey, Edwin C. Past and Present of Winneshiek County, Iowa.  The S. J. Clarke Publishing Company, Chicago, Illinois. (1913)
»Decorah Republican. William H. Smith Obituary.  24 February:1.  Decorah, Iowa. (1916)
Hart, Bill. Red Book Notes.  Decorah Journal 1 July:2.  Decorah, Iowa. (1982)

Walking onto the pastured slope overlooking a portion of broad valley formed by the Upper Iowa River, the feelings of entering a rural English 
farm are elicited when one observes this isolated stone silo against the lush backdrop.  And that is not far from reality given its origins with the 
Smith family from Yorkshire, England, in particular William “Uncle Billy” Smith.  Born in 1837, William’s interests were in farming despite his 
father’s profession as a tailor, and his understanding of stone masonry was likely acquired in his native homeland.  Following his father’s passing, 
William would leave for the United States in 1855 with his mother Sarah and five siblings, which included his sisters Clara and Matilda (Mathilda) 
who appear on the plat map depictions of the property.  The Smith family would first settle in Canoe Township with William’s oldest brother 
George, who had previously immigrated in the late 1840s.  At this location, William would manage a 40 acre parcel purchased by his mother until 
her death in 1862.  Following her passing, William would purchase a small farm in Bluffton Township that he would quickly develop into 400 ac, 
with his sisters Clara and Matilda owning the adjacent parcels.  The Smith siblings would specialize in stock-raising and become quite wealthy in 
their endeavors.  William would retire from farming shortly after his sister Clara’s passing at the turn of the century, moving to Decorah with his 
sister Matilda.  He would continue to rent out the farmland, which at this point had grown to nearly 800 ac.  While living in Decorah, William and 
Matilda would discuss the importance of funding a hospital as the town had...(See Appendix B)

SHPOName Schnitzler Silo Township Bluffton

Other Names Smith Silo

Type Silo Dimensions Circumference: 50.25 ft (15.3 m)| Diameter: 16 ft (4.9 m)
Landowner Contact James Schnitzler | 3209 244th Avenue, Bluffton

View to the southeast (6/20/20). View to the west (6/20/20).

ID:  099-09-03-01

View to the southwest (6/20/20).View to the north (6/20/20).

Location NW¼, NW¼, NW¼, NE¼ Section 14, T99N, R9W, Bluffton Township
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ID 099-09-03-01

Dates Constructed: ca. mid-to late 19th century



Map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1886 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1905 map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1915 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1930s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). 1950s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').

1980s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). Modern aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').
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»Bailey, Edwin C. Past and Present of Winneshiek County, Iowa.  The S. J. Clarke Publishing Company, Chicago, Illinois. (1913)
»Decorah Republican. County News: Bluffton.  5 July:7.  Decorah, Iowa. (1906)
»Johnson, Steven L. The Survey of Schoolhouses in Winneshiek County, Iowa.  Winneshiek County Historic Preservation Commission, Decorah, 
Iowa. (1986)

Also known as the District Number 2 School of Bluffton Township, this stone school derived its common name from the Casey family who were 
natives of Ireland, arriving in Winneshiek County from Ohio in 1857.  The front-gabled building lacks a basement and is oriented in a northwest-
to-southeast direction, paralleling Bluffton Road/County Road W20.  A hipped, frame enclosure (8.5 x 10.5 ft) forms a small entrance room that 
was added along the south façade, with stucco plastered over the exterior of the stonework at an earlier date.  Three equally-spaced, round arch 
windows are found on either side of the structure for natural light, with the north façade a solid wall.  A brick chimney was previously located at 
the gable peak above this portion of the building, that has since been removed.  This chimney was originally connected to the stove and was nearly 
responsible for the tragic demise of several students.  At the end of the spring term in 1906, a strong storm moving through the area resulted in a 
bolt of lightning to strike the chimney, pass through the stove, and electrocute two nearby children, sending them both immediately to the floor.  
Thanks to the quick action of their teacher Miss Kate Horen, both students would be revived and recover fully.  The Casey School remained in 
operation up through the mid-1950s but closed as so many other rural schools did following county-wide district reorganization.  The building 
remains vacant today, with the interior previously restored sometime in the 1970s or 1980s.

SHPO 96-00342Name Casey School Township Bluffton

Other Names District No. 2 School

Type School House Dimensions 21 x 29 ft (6.4 x 8.8 m)
Landowner Contact Kris Kittleson | Intersection of Scenic River Rd and Bluffton Rd/County Road W20, Bluffton

View to the north (6/20/20). View to the southwest (6/20/20).

ID:  099-09-04-01

View to the west (6/20/20).View to the east (6/20/20).

Location SE¼, SE¼, SE¼, NE¼ Section 26, T99N, R9W, Bluffton Township
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ID 099-09-04-01

Dates Constructed: 1854 | Closed: 1955–1956



Map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1886 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1905 map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1915 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1930s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). 1950s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').

1980s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). Modern aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').
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»Anna Bergan, personal communication, 7/21/20
»Sparks, Charles H. History of Winneshiek County, Iowa.  Riverside Printing House, Milwaukee, Wisconsin. (1877)

Used for storing milk and separating cream, this rural example of vernacular stone masonry features rough-cut limestone blocks laid in regular 
courses.  The structure has experienced several episodes of repointing, including the patchy application of poured concrete as a mortar in several 
locations.  However, settling along the foundation has compromised the integrity of the building, resulting in several large cracks in the walls.  A 
central entry is found along the east façade, and a small rectangular window is found at the top of the north façade, with both openings extending to 
the roof line which is generally over 6 ft from the ground surface.  Additionally, it appears that a thin veneer of plaster was applied to the exterior 
of the walls and painted white, but this has largely deteriorated away.  The hipped pyramid roof with asphalt shingles is a replacement, with a 
vintage metal cupola placed at the peak.  The windmill found just north of the structure historically would pump water into the adjacent cistern, 
which in turn would be pumped into the milk house through a small opening in the north wall, and the overflow exiting through a small opening in 
the west wall.  Both the windmill and cistern are no longer in use, with the cistern currently capped in concrete.  Little is known on the history of 
this small stone building, outside of its probably construction in the mid-to late 19th century given the farmsteads depiction on the early historic 
plat maps.  One notable individual associated with the property is Hans Gulbrandson, a Civil War veteran.  Hans served with the Decorah Guards, 
also known as Company D, of the Third Regiment of Iowa...(See Appendix B)

SHPOName Bergan Milk House Township Bluffton

Other Names

Type Milk House Dimensions 12.5 x 14.5 ft (3.8 x 4.4 m)
Landowner Contact Anna Bergan | 2853 290th St., Ridgeway

View to the northwest (7/21/20). View to the west (7/21/20).

ID:  099-09-05-01

View to the southeast (7/21/20).View to the northeast (7/21/20).

Location NW¼, NW¼, NE¼, NW¼ Section 31, T99N, R9W, Bluffton Township
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Dates Constructed: ca. mid-to late 19th century



Map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1886 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1905 map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1915 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1930s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). 1950s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').

1980s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). Modern aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').
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»See Appendix ** SIF 96-00789, Hoyland Barn

The former farmstead with which the Hoyland Barn was originally part of is far removed from the main roads, serving as a relic to an earlier 
pioneer landscape.  The side-gabled, vernacular stone structure has a central entryway along the south façade that may have had a lean-to attached 
given the remnants of a frame structure just in front of the wall, possibly even originating from the original frame roof that has long since been 
removed.  The entry features a stone arch lintel with a single, small rectangular opening on either side of the door that are of an unknown function, 
potentially serving as joist holes or as a way to transport resources (e.g., water) into the barn from the exterior.  The interior of the building has 
indications of previously being plastered, as well as evidence of once having walls given the remnants of both vertical and horizontal mortared 
joints.  Additionally, below the round arch windows at the west and east gable ends, a series of inset horizontal joists centered in the walls can be 
found.  The structure may have also contained a loft area based on the presence of a ledge set back into each upper wall approximately 5–6 in.  The 
barn was likely built by Austin (A. T.) Luros, one of the first setters in western Highland Township who first acquired the property with his family 
in the spring of 1854 after arriving from Norway.  The construction date of 1869 is derived from its supposed inscription on the keystone 
positioned above the arched window found in the west façade.  However, this date can no longer be definitively seen after years of deterioration 
along the face of the stone.  Even though Austin would pass away in...(See Appendix B)

SHPO 96-00789Name Hoyland Barn Township Highland

Other Names Luros Barn

Type Barn Dimensions 20 x 26 ft (6.1 x 7.9 m)
Landowner Contact Arne Hoyland | 3495 Locust Rd., Decorah

View to the northwest (7/25/20). View to the north (7/25/20).

ID:  100-07-01-01

View to the east (7/25/20).View to the west (7/25/20).

Location SW¼, NE¼, NW¼, NW¼ Section 31, T100N, R7W, Highland Township
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Dates Constructed: ca. 1869



Map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1886 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1905 map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1915 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1930s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). 1950s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').

1980s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). Modern aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').
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»Thomas Murray, personal communication, 7/16/20
»Shaffer, Scott C. Phase I Cultural Resource Investigation for Proposed Road Improvements Along County Road W-38, Pleasant and Highland 
Townships, Winneshiek County, Iowa.  BCA 355.  Bear Creek Archeology, Inc., Cresco, Iowa. (1994)

The Murray farm in the southeast corner of Highland Township represents a significant archeological property dating back to pre-settlement times, 
containing intact cultural deposits associated with a historic Native American component and all phases of farmstead development related to the 
Pfister family.  Structural remnants of the early pioneer homestead include an intact cistern, two limestone block walls, and a limestone foundation 
overlain by fragments of hand-hewn logs.  The limestone block structure that is the subject of this investigation is actually the second residence of 
the property and predates the current frame home that was built in 1882.  Based on previous survey work conducted along Locust Road that 
initially documented the farmstead as an archeological site (13WH146), the limestone foundation with log remnants represents the original cabin 
which was the first Pfister residence of the property.  The family would build the stone house seen today while living in this cabin, which suggests 
a possible 1850s or 1860s construction date prior to the established of the primary frame residence in 1882.  As local legend indicates, while the 
Pfister family lived in their newly constructed stone house, their previous cabin was actually used by members of the Winnebago Tribe, who would 
stay in the log structure several nights when passing through the area.  The remains of a pre-settlement trail (13WH147) first appearing on the 1852 
General Land Office map and utilized through the early part of the 20th century is found just northeast of the farmstead that was likely established 
as part of prehistoric trail networks.  In fact, during excavations for an...(See Appendix B)

SHPOName Murray House Township Highland

Other Names Pfister House

Type House Dimensions 14.5 x 19 ft (4.4 x 5.8 m)
Landowner Contact Thomas Murray | 3445 Locust Rd., Decorah

View to the southeast (10/23/20). View to the east (10/23/20).
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View to the west (10/23/20).View to the northeast (10/23/20).

Location NW¼, NE¼, NE¼, SW¼ Section 31, T100N, R7W, Highland Township
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Dates Constructed: ca. mid-19th century



Map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1886 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1905 map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1915 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1930s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). 1950s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').

1980s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). Modern aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').
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»Thomas Murray, personal communication, 7/16/20
»Green, Harry J. Moving to Decorah.  Decorah Public Opinion 11 July:6.  Decorah Iowa. (1917)
»Shaffer, Scott C. Phase I Cultural Resource Investigation for Proposed Road Improvements Along County Road W-38, Pleasant and Highland 
Townships, Winneshiek County, Iowa.  BCA 355.  Bear Creek Archeology, Inc., Cresco, Iowa. (1994)
»Weigle, E. J. The Story of Locust.  Decorah Journal 15 July:2–3.  Decorah, Iowa. (1976)

This spring house is one of the few surviving stone buildings from the pioneer farmstead of the George Pfister family.  The land parcel containing 
the property was originally purchased by Benjamin Bear on June 29, 1853, who also owned additional plots throughout Section 31 that totaled 240 
acres.  Bear was part of the New York regiment that fought in the War of 1812.  However, according to the current landowner, it was his widow 
who was given the land in Highland Township by the United States government, indicating that the Bear family never actually lived on the 
property.  The parcel would subsequently be acquired by George Pfister, a German immigrant who was highly regarded throughout the area, even 
serving as Justice of the Peace in Highland Township.  As a child, he would help build the first brick residence in Winneshiek County that 
belonged to William Vail, one of the founders of Locust.  Prior to receiving the name Locust, the small village was actually called Locust Lane, a 
name supposedly suggested by George that he based on the two rows of Locust tress on each side of the road.  George would later move to Decorah 
with his wife but, following her passing in 1928, would return to the farm to live his remaining years with his son Alwin (Alvin).  When the 
limestone spring house was first recorded in the early 1990s, the structure was described as “intact.”  Unfortunately, the structure is now in a 
greatly deteriorated state, with the roof long since collapsed and decomposed.  The west façade is built into the backslope of the upland landform, 
with the sediment weight causing much of this wall to collapse.  Spring water still flows...(See Appendix B)

SHPOName Murray Spring House Township Highland

Other Names Pfister Spring House

Type Spring House Dimensions 12 x 12 ft (3.6 x 3.6 m)
Landowner Contact Thomas Murray | 3445 Locust Rd., Decorah

View to the northwest (10/23/20). View to the southwest (10/23/20).
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View to the west (10/23/20).View to the northeast (10/23/20).

Location NW¼, NE¼, NE¼, SW¼ Section 31, T100N, R7W, Highland Township
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1905 map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1915 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1930s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). 1950s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').

1980s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). Modern aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').

ID:  100-07-02-02Printed: 02/12/21 Page A212



»Alexander, W. E. History of Winneshiek and Allamakee Counties, Iowa.  Western Publishing Company, Sioux City, Iowa. (1882)
»Bailey, Edwin C. Past and Present of Winneshiek County, Iowa.  The S. J. Clarke Publishing Company, Chicago, Illinois. (1913)

Despite never having a railroad, Highlandville flourished in the early years of Winneshiek County as the only town inside Highlandville Township.  
One of the driving forces was the Highlandville flour mill along South Bear Creek, which was built by Peter Olson in 1860 and later operated by 
his son Henry.  The small country town quickly grew from roughly 50 inhabitants in the 1880s to a population well over 100 after the turn of the 
century.  At one point, Highlandville consisted of three general stores, several farm machinery dealers, a post office, a hospital, a creamery, a 
blacksmith shop, and a school located just west of the spring house that was recently accepted into the National Register of Historic Places 
(Highlandville School 2013).  Constructed of a relatively soft variant of native limestone that form the 2 ft-thick walls, the spring house is built into 
the backslope adjacent to the existing roadbed, obscuring nearly the entire north façade.  The base of the south and west walls appear to be 
reinforced with poured concrete, but as whole the entire structure is quite stable.  The gable roof is covered by standing seam aluminum, a modern 
addition that has aided in the building’s preservation.  The only opening to the spring house is the entrance found at the center of the east façade.  
The interior floor is completely submerged in standing water, with the overflow exiting through a ceramic pipe positioned toward the center of the 
south wall.  This may be a secondary incorporation to the structure, as a lower discharge pipe that is sealed can be found at the base near the 
southwest corner.  Interestingly, a beveled opening can be found near...(See Appendix B)

SHPOName Highlandville Spring House Township Highland

Other Names

Type Spring House Dimensions 13 x 14 ft (3.9 x 4.3 m)
Landowner Contact David Werges | 3500 Highlandville Rd., Highlandville

View to the southwest (10/23/20). View to the northeast (10/23/20).
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View to the west (7/17/20).View to the west (7/17/20).

Location NE¼, NW¼, NW¼, NW¼ Section 34, T100N, R7W, Highland Township
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Dates Constructed: ca. mid-to late 19th century



Map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1886 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1905 map of the location (1" = 300'). 1915 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1930s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). 1950s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').

1980s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). Modern aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').
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»Hale, Dudey. Venerable Woolen Mills in Bear Creek Valley Still Runs.  The Decorah Journal 19 September: 5.  Decorah, Iowa. (1928)
»Jagerson, Royal O. Letters to the Editor: Reader Revives Memory of Old Woolen Mill.  Decorah Journal 8 April:2.  Decorah, Iowa. (1976)
»Weigle, E.J. North Bear Mill Marked by Lonely Grave.  Decorah Journal 20 May:2–3.  Decorah, Iowa. (1976)

Located between Highlandville and Quandahl, Iowa, the Bear Creek Woolen Mills traces their initial conception back to William Painter, one of 
the first settlers in the county responsible for building several of the first mills in Decorah.  Painter originally built the dam and grist mill along 
North Bear Creek in 1870, which featured a small shed along the mill and an approximately 5 ft tall dam that was reportedly constructed of log, 
plank, and rock.  This dam featured a gate that would trap water from the creek into a reservoir, and divert water into the millrace, where ethe water 
was funneled into a 16 ft drop-off onto the turbine wheel.  The spinning of this turbine provided the major source of power to run the machinery 
within the mill.  John B. Munro (Monroe) eventually purchased the grist mill and dam from Painter in 1879 or 1880, however other sources 
indicate that this purchase could have been as early as 1877.  It is unclear if the grist mill had not been profitable, or if at the time a woolen mill 
would prove to be more lucrative, and when Munro acquired the grist mill it was converted into what it is known as today, the Bear Creek Woolen 
Mills.  As one of the oldest known industries to have existed in the area, the woolen mills provided a vital service to the early pioneers.  This 
woolen mill was one of five woolen mills located throughout Winneshiek County, and was the last to remain active throughout time.   Three 
foundation remnants can be found from this historic mill today.  The first of these foundations (Foundation No. 1) is constructed of rough-cut 
limestone in which the walls are over 2 ft in width and features a relatively...(See Appendix B)

SHPO 96-00357Name Bear Creek Woolen Mills Foundation No. 1 Township Highland

Other Names

Type Mill Dimensions 22 x 29.5 ft (6.7 x 9 m)
Landowner Contact State of Iowa | Quandahl Rd., Highlandville

View to the west (10/23/20). View to the southwest (10/23/20).
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View to the south (10/23/20).View to the north (10/23/20).

Location SE¼, SE¼, SW¼, NW¼ Section 25, T100N, R7W, Highland Township
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Dates Painter grist mill and dam: ca. 1870| Munro purchase: ca. 1877–1880



Map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1886 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1905 map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1915 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1930s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). 1950s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').

1980s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). Modern aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').
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»Alexander, W. E. History of Winneshiek and Allamakee Counties, Iowa.  Western Publishing Company, Sioux City, Iowa. (1882)
»Hale, Dudey. Venerable Woolen Mills in Bear Creek Valley Still Runs.  The Decorah Journal 19 September: 5.  Decorah, Iowa. (1928)
»Jagerson, Royal O. Letters to the Editor: Reader Revives Memory of Old Woolen Mill.  Decorah Journal 8 April:2.  Decorah, Iowa. (1976)
»Weigle, E.J. North Bear Mill Marked by Lonely Grave.  Decorah Journal 20 May:2–3.  Decorah, Iowa. (1976)

The proprietor of the Bear Creek Woolen Mills, John B. Munro (Monroe), is described as North Bear Creek’s first and only industrialist.  Born in 
Scotland on October 26, 1817, Munro likely learned the spinner’s trade while in England.  Oddly, in the 1882 history of Winneshiek County 
(Alexander) incorrectly lists Munro as born in Canada in 1850 and not arriving to Winneshiek County until 1879.  When Munro did arrive to Iowa, 
he was employed at several woolen mills, including serving as superintendent at the Ammon-Scott Woolen Mill along West Water Street in 
Decorah.  He left this position in the late 1870s to start his own woolen mill along North Bear Creek in Highland Township.  Cities and railroads 
were far removed from this rural setting, and the little woolen mill would prove to be the valued source of yarn for cloth by the early pioneers.  
After acquiring the property, Munro and his family lived in a small log cabin near the mill, the remnants of which are possibly represented by the 
foundation located to the west (Foundation No. 1).  There are conflicting reports on whether Munro was married with a family, or that he lived in 
this cabin with his mother and two sisters.  However, this particular foundation remnant (Foundation No. 2) is interpreted as being associated with 
the stone building that Munro built after buying the dam and grist mill from William Painter.  An early photo indicates that this was a front-gabled 
structure with a frame roof and walls constructed of rough-cut limestone laid in regular courses.  Munro would outfit this building with equipment 
for carding, combining, and spinning yarn, as well as for preparing sheets of wool...(See Appendix B)

SHPO 96-00357Name Bear Creek Woolen Mills Foundation No. 2 Township Highland

Other Names

Type Mill Dimensions 33.5 x 44 ft (10.2 x 13.4 m)
Landowner Contact State of Iowa | Quandahl Rd., Highlandville

View to the northeast (10/23/20). View to the northwest (10/23/20).
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View to the southwest (10/23/20).View to the southeast (10/23/20).

Location SW¼, SW¼, SE¼, NW¼ Section 25, T100N, R7W, Highland Township
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Dates Constructed: ca. late 1870s



Map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1886 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1905 map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1915 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1930s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). 1950s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').

1980s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). Modern aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').
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»Hale, Dudey. Venerable Woolen Mills in Bear Creek Valley Still Runs.  The Decorah Journal 19 September: 5.  Decorah, Iowa. (1928)
»Jagerson, Royal O. Letters to the Editor: Reader Revives Memory of Old Woolen Mill.  Decorah Journal 8 April:2.  Decorah, Iowa. (1976)
»Weigle, E.J. North Bear Mill Marked by Lonely Grave.  Decorah Journal 20 May:2–3.  Decorah, Iowa. (1976)

The Bear Creek Woolen Mills represent the last of the small custom mills to have existed in northeast Iowa.  Unfortunately, the proprietor John B. 
Munro would only operate his mill industry for a few short years before his sudden passing on November 19, 1881.  Nels N. Folkedahl, an 
employee of Munro’s, took over following his death and would become owner in 1882.  With the help of his two sons, Nort and Olaf, the woolen 
mills would run year-round and see major success.  At its peak, his building would be outfitted with a picker machine to shred the wool, a carding
machine for batting, a finisher machine for processing the wool into thick strands, and a spinning machine, together producing quilting, bedding, 
and kitting yarns.  Only two colors were supplied at the time that included pure white and gray, which was also called “the natural,” and consisted 
of a combination of black and white wool.  While a major part of the business would come from Iowa, Minnesota, and the Dakotas, the Folkedahl 
mill would have wool sent in from as far as California and Tennessee as well.  As his newspaper advertisements would read, farmers who wished to 
have their wool processed for comforters or made into yarn would send by parcel post to “Bear Creek Woolen Mill, R. F. D. No. 3, Spring Grove, 
Minnesota.”  Nells would run his mill service until his death on April 16, 1934, with his sons continuing the operation thereafter.  Unfortunately, 
severe flooding through the North Bear Creek valley in 1935 would destroy the millrace dam and significantly damage the mill building beyond 
repair.  Although barely visible above the ground surface, this foundation remnant...(See Appendix B)

SHPO 96-00357Name Bear Creek Woolen Mills Foundation No. 3 Township Highland

Other Names N. N. Folkedahl Mill

Type Mill Dimensions 32.5 x 38.5 ft (9.9 x 11.7 m)
Landowner Contact State of Iowa | Quandahl Rd., Highlandville

View to the southeast (10/23/20). View to the east (10/23/20).
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View to the northwest (10/23/20).View to the northwest (10/23/20).

Location SW¼, SW¼, SE¼, NW¼ Section 25, T100N, R7W, Highland Township
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Map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1886 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1905 map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1915 map of the location (1" = 2000').
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»Johnson, Steven L. The Survey of Schoolhouses in Winneshiek County, Iowa.  Winneshiek County Historic Preservation Commission, Decorah, 
Iowa. (1986)

This concrete and rough-cut limestone monument marks the original location of the Kjome School north of Highlandville, Iowa.  A column of 
stone sits at the center of a concrete pad (4.5 x 10 ft), and supports an angled tablet of concrete that holds a bronze plaque indicating that the 
monument was erected by former students of the school in 1995.  The plaque also displays the school’s secondary names, as well as its period of 
occupation at the site (1855–1960).  The Kjome School was a frame building (20’ 3” x 30’ 3”) facing north with a gable roof and a brick chimney 
positioned at its south end.  The entrance featured a single-story addition, with a set of six equally spaced windows along the east façade and a set 
of two windows along the west façade situated near the corners.  At this original location, the Kjome School had a stone foundation and a 
basement, which appears on modern aerial imagery as a rectangular depression in the upland landform.  This basement could be accessed through a 
door found at the north end of the east façade, with a walk-out basement door also found at the south end of the building that faced downhill.  Its 
plausible that some of the original stone from the foundation was repurposed in the monument’s construction.  The Kjome School would be moved 
in 1960 to Hesper, Iowa, where it served another 10 years and is one of only two in Winneshiek County that served as a school at both its original 
and moved locations.  Although the Kjome School is no longer standing today, this roadside marker serves as a reminder to travelers of the early 
pioneer school that once stood here. 

SHPO 96-00354Name Kjome School Marker Township Highland

Other Names District No. 2 School; Rock Spring School

Type Monument Dimensions Height: 5 ft (1.5 m)| Width: 34 in (86 cm)
Landowner Contact Michael Gillespie | 3765 Highlandville Rd, Decorah

View to the west (6/28/20). View to the west (6/28/20).
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View to the west (6/28/20).View to the south (6/28/20).

Location NE¼, NE¼, SE¼, NE¼ Section 16, T100N, R7W, Highland Township
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Dates Constructed: 1855 | Moved: 1960 | Monument: 1995



Map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1886 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1905 map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1915 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1930s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). 1950s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').

1980s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). Modern aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').
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»Buxengard, Jan Lee. Historic Iowa-Minnesota State Line Survey Marker Located.  Decorah Journal 21 October:1.  Decorah, Iowa. (2010)

Located just east of Highway 52 along State Line Road, this isolated concrete survey marker is a physical representation of what is essentially a 
corner on a map between Sections 35 and 36 of Canton Township.  Situated at the edge of an agricultural field along the fence line and just south 
of the unincorporated community of Prosper, Minnesota, the marker was established by surveyors as a positional reference point.  State Line Road 
has long been considered the border line between Iowa and Minnesota, although the actual state line is technically not a straight line and rather a 
curve reflecting the shape of the Earth.  This marker sits on a square concrete pad and extends over 8 ft above the ground, giving the structure a 
high degree of visibility from the road.  A square impression found along the western face indicates that some type of metal plate or sign was 
previously attached, possibly providing legal locational data.  Today, the concrete marker is a popular spot for geocaching where participants use 
mobile devices or Global Positioning Systems (GPS) to locate hidden treasures as a form of treasure hunting.

SHPOName State Line Marker Township Canton

Other Names

Type Marker Dimensions Height: 8 ft 10 in (2.7 m)| Width: 42 in (106 cm)
Landowner Contact State of Minnesota | State Line Rd. and County Rd. 113, Prosper

View to the northwest (6/18/20). View to the south (6/18/20).
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View to the east (6/18/20).View to the north (6/18/20).

Location SW¼, SW¼, SW¼, SW¼ Section 36, T101N, R9W, Canton Township
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Map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1886 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1905 map of the location (1" = 2000'). 1915 map of the location (1" = 2000').

1930s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). 1950s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').

1980s aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300'). Modern aerial photograph of the location (1" = 300').
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Complete Comments and Citations 



Complete Comments

Located along 135th St about 300 ft west of its intersection with 130th Ave, the Blumhagen Bridge is believed to have been built in the 1880s. The 
adjacent farmstead has been in the Blumhagen family since 1889 when it was purchased by Otto Caroline Blomhagen, with the last name later 

changed to how it appears today. Originally, the opening of the bridge was approximately 5 ft tall and 3–4 ft wide, however it is roughly only 2.3 ft 
tall today. Decades of agricultural development has resulted in sediment accumulation along the drainage opening, obscuring some of the lower 
features. Recent vegetation removal by the landowner has allowed for the bridge profile to be viewed, revealing a “slumped” appearance due to 
settling from increased vehicle weight and transport, which has been detrimental to the structural integrity.

SHPO NAName Blumhagen Bridge See Appendix A A1ID 096-07-01-01

»Johnson, Steve. Survey under way on stone structures in Winneshiek County.  Driftless Journal 20 February:A-31.  Decorah, Iowa. (2020)

The Gerleman farmstead has remained within the family for over 150 years, with the two-story Italianate style home experiencing few modifications 
since its construction.  The property was first purchased by Frederick (Fred) Gerleman in 1868 from William and Elisabeth Cramer, which featured 
a “cozy little house” that was a frame building on site at the time.  Fred had originally immigrated at the age of 11 to New Vienna, Iowa, later 
residing on a rented farm near Festina after marrying Catherin Schrandt in 1860.  After acquiring the Cramer property in 1868, the Gerleman family 
began preparing for the new stone house that is seen today.  The large, hipped roof residence features 14 rooms and 26 windows that display stone 
sills and arched brick lintels, as well as a course application of pebble dash stucco over the exterior of the stonework.  A large cistern, also 
constructed of stone, can be found in the basement that originally would hold rainwater collected from the exterior of the building.  Although many 
of the original outbuildings associated with the once bustling farmstead have been removed, the house remains much as it appeared when first 
constructed, maintaining a high degree of integrity in original design and materials.

SHPO 96-00796Name Gerleman House See Appendix A A3ID 096-08-01-01

»Becker, Janee and Shay Gooder.  Official Iowa Site Inventory Form for the Gerleman House, Winneshiek County.  Site Inventory Number 
96-00796. (2021)

The Gehling name, which is depicted as “Galing” on the 1886 plat map, traces back to the Henry and Clara (Leitkenhaus), natives of Germany who 
first located in Wisconsin before homesteading in Washington Township in the 1860s.  This particular property was homesteaded and occupied by 
the Gehling family up until October of 2019 when the farmstead was sold.  The main portion of the stone house is oriented in a northwest-to-
southeast direction, featuring a square 16 x 16 ft extension along the east/southeast wall that is covered by modern vinyl siding.  Additionally, this 
extension has one-story frame additions on either side with the same siding, which were possibly constructed at the same time as the detached 
garage in 1975.  Below the extension, the basement consists of a dirt floor in contrast to the poured concrete observed below the main portion of the 
stone house.  A fair amount of the exposed stone of the house has tuckpointing with crudely applied poured concrete, and a former cistern was 
supposedly located along the east/northeast wall near the corner of the foundation.  Of interesting note is near the gable of the north/northwest wall, 
where a stone is inscribed with “1874” that is interpreted as the construction date.  Above this stone, an illegible name with a date of “Aug 29/39” is 
etched into a large swath of poured concrete, which may represent the date of tuckpointing.  Currently the stone house sits vacant, with the current 
landowner undecided about future plans for the structure.

SHPO NAName Massman House See Appendix A A5ID 096-08-02-01

»Bailey, Edwin C. Past and Present of Winneshiek County, Iowa.  2 vols.  The S. J. Clarke Publishing Company, Chicago. (1913)

At the end of 1863, the Little Iowa Congregation was divided into six separate congregations that included Washington Prairie, Glenwood, Calmar, 
Madison, Decorah, and Stavanger.  Stavanger also happens to be the name of the 45-ton sloop that brought the first Norwegian immigrants to the 
United States; a total of 53 passengers who landed in New York in 1825 and eventually made their way out to Illinois.  The first rendition of the 
Stavanger Church, located just south of the present site, was actually a frame building constructed in 1856 from lumber that was transported from 
McGregor, Iowa.  The present Stavanger Church is constructed of limestone quarried and haled from surrounding farms, as well as larger pieces 
sent from Nordness, Iowa.  Construction began in 1869, which is acknowledged on the keystone above the entrance door that has the date inscribed.  
The Stavanger Church was dedicated on December 17, 1873, with construction costs totaling $8,000.  The Stavanger Church exhibits very similar 
architectural elements to the Glenwood Church and Washington Prairie Church, and this would be the result of the churches sharing the same 
architect Griese out of Cleveland, Ohio.  However, unlike these churches, the Stavanger Church features an exterior plaster (stucco) over the stone 
that has been finished with a shelter coat of whitewash to protect from moisture.  This same whitewashed stucco is also found over the parish house 
that was added to the rear (i.e. east wall) of the church in 1949.

SHPO 96-00029Name Stavanger Lutheran Church See Appendix A A7ID 096-08-03-01

»Johnson, Steven L., Rev. Donald Berg, and Charles Langton. An Intensive Historical Site Survey of the Washington Prairie Settlement.  
Winneshiek County Historic Preservation Commission.  Submitted to the Iowa Bureau of Historic Preservation, Contract No. 19-89-40045A.007.  
Copies available from Winneshiek County Historic Preservation Commission, Decorah, Iowa. (1990)
»Weigle, E.J. Official Iowa Site Inventory Form for Stavanger Evangelical Lutheran Church.  Site Inventory Number 96-00029.  On file, State 
Historic Preservation Office of Iowa, Des Moines. (1974)
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Complete Comments

The construction date of the St. James Lutheran Church is a bit of a mystery, with some attributing the building being established in conjunction 
with Fort Atkinson in the 1840s, while others attest to the structure being constructed first as a schoolhouse around 1858.  However, the earliest 
undisputed evidence of the structure being used as a church is with the First Congregational Church Society under the pastoral care of Rev. Joseph 
Hurlbut in 1866.  A separate organization of German Evangelical Lutherans under the direction of Rev. Johannes Deindoerfer formed near Fort 
Atkinson in 1861 as the Evangelical Lutheran St. James Congregation, and would later purchase the stone church in 1871 for $500, which they 
named the St. James German Evangelical Lutheran Church or “Ev. Luth. St. Jakobus Kirche.”  This sector of German Evangelical Lutherans would 
occupy the church up until its abandonment in 1894, with the property deeded to the State of Iowa and dedicated as a state preserve in 1970 by the 
State Preserves Advisory Board.  The church is made of local limestone and is similar in construction to the historic fort buildings located nearby, 
leading some to speculate its construction at the same time as the fort establishment.  A wooden floor was present at one time given the presence of 
holes for floor joists and sleepers along the bottom of the east and west walls, with a subsurface limestone feature running down the center of the 
structure from the north to south walls that may have been used as a support for the floor joists.  A sign hanging along the interior of the north wall 
reads “English Congregational–1857” and “St. James German Lutheran–1871,” suggesting previous identifications of the church.  Additionally, 
below this sign, is the presence of a second doorway, now filled-in, that has led to the belief that the structure was originally a schoolhouse.  
Speculation is that this north door was built first and filled in soon after, with the south door later chiseled out and the side walls cased to form an 
even frame.  The date of this modification is unknown.  The St. James Lutheran Church Preserve Cemetery is located just northwest of the church 
where members of the Lutheran congregation are interred.

SHPO 96-00527Name St. James Lutheran Church See Appendix A A9ID 096-09-01-01

»Daly, Kathleen. The St. James Lutheran Church Preserve: Archaeological and Historical Investigations. A report to the State Preserves Advisory 
Board. Luther College, Decorah, Iowa. (1973)
»The Fort Atkinson Historical Centennial Book Committee (FAHCBC). History of Fort Atkinson, Iowa: 1840–1995. The Anundsen Publishing 
Company, Decorah, Iowa. (1995)
»Gardner, Wanda (editor) A Self-Guiding Auto Tour of Winneshiek County, Iowa. Originally published 1987. Winneshiek County Historic 
Preservation Commission, Decorah, Iowa. (2005)

The Lensing House is constructed of the same limestone as observed with the military buildings of Fort Atkinson and may be built of the very same 
stone from these buildings after the fort was decommissioned.  The house was informally recorded as archeological site 13WH212 by Bill Whitaker 
during his extensive ground-penetrating radar (GPR) survey of the historic Fort Atkinson buildings in 2005.  Described as a New England Federal 
Style house with a Hall and Parlor layout by Marlin Ingalls, the construction date is estimated at around 1850 and perhaps older, with local lore 
indicating that it was a stagecoach stop.  Certainly, the Lensing House possesses significant research potential in determining its precise origin and 
early function(s) and could potentially be eligible to the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP).  The structure features an addition along the 
north wall situated toward the northwest corner that is also of stone with a badly deteriorating frame roof and a poured concrete entryway.  A 
ground-level basement entry was found along the west wall, with a concrete capped cistern located just to the west.  Several modifications are 
visible with the building, including the installation of modern doors, replacement of the original stone windowsills with poured concrete, and 
several attempts of tuckpointing.  The house currently sits vacant.

SHPO 13WH212Name Lensing House See Appendix A A11ID 096-09-02-01

»Whittaker, William E. Official Iowa Archeological Site Form for 13WH212.  On file, Site Records Office, Office of the State Archaeologist, 
University of Iowa, Iowa City. (2005)

Historic Fort Atkinson is a stockaded 1840s fort constructed for military personnel in the policing of the Ho-Chunk (Winnebago) during their forced 
removal from Wisconsin into the Neutral Ground west of the Mississippi River.  The Neutral Ground was essentially a buffer strip extending from 
the second fork of the Des Moines River to the mouth of the Upper Iowa River that was originally created to separate the Santee Dakota (Sioux) 
from the Sauk and Meskwaki (Sac and Fox), representing one of the very few zones established throughout United States history to separate hostile 
tribes from one another.  However, Fort Atkinson was created specifically to expedite the Ho-Chunk removal from Wisconsin as Euro-American 
settlement pushed westward, and the Neutral Ground was seen as a convenient location to serve as a short-term reservation.  Although they had 
ceded all their land east of the Mississippi River to the United States Government with the Treaty of 1837, the Ho-Chunk were still not willing to 
relocate to the Neutral Ground.  As a result, Fort Atkinson was envisioned as a temporary military post to prevent the Ho-Chunk from returning to 
their native homeland, as well as aid in the removal of any illegal entrants such as whiskey traders, uninvited missionaries, and Euro-American 
farmers.  On May 31, 1840, around 500 to 600 displaced Ho-Chunk and 82 officers and enlisted men arrived at the site of Fort Atkinson where 
construction began immediately.  The first barracks were constructed of logs but became so cold during the winter that it was decided that all future 
buildings would be of limestone.  The north barracks is one of the two original barracks for enlisted men that is constructed of roughly hewn 
limestone that originally had first and second-story porches extending the entire length of the building, with the exposed 2 ft thick foundation ruins 
demonstrating that the building was substantially longer (170 ft) than what remains extant today.  The eastern portion served as a hospital, with the 
commander’s office, kitchen, and mess rooms for eating found on the first floor.  The second floor contained the squad rooms where the men of 
Company B of the 1st Dragoons lived, designed for 12 soldiers per room and two per double bunk bed.  Aside from standing guard and patrolling 
the Neutral Ground, soldiers were also tasked with maintenance duties that included cutting firewood and ice, caring for livestock, tending the 
gardens, hauling supplies, and butchering animals for food.  Thanks to funding appropriated in 1957, the north barracks was restored with the 
reconstruction of the southeast corner, the removal of unstable chimneys, and the replacement of the previously open west end with a cinder block 
wall.  The central interior portion was also renovated to operate as a visitor’s center and museum.

SHPO 96-00518Name Fort Atkinson North Barracks See Appendix A A13ID 096-09-03-01

»Collins, Angela R. and Cherie Haury-Artz. The Fort Atkinson Story: A Self-Guided Walking Tour of Fort Atkinson.  Office of the State 
Archaeologist, University of Iowa, Iowa City. (2009)
»The Fort Atkinson Historical Centennial Book Committee (FAHCBC). History of Fort Atkinson, Iowa: 1840–1995.  The Anundsen Publishing 
Company, Decorah, Iowa. (1995)
»Peterson, Cynthia L. and David G. Stanley. National Register of Historic Places Nomination: Fort Atkinson Historic District, Winneshiek County, 
Iowa.  On file, State Historic Preservation Office of Iowa, Des Moines. (2012)
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While the architect of Forth Atkinson is unknown, much of the construction was completed by civilian contractors and numerous supervisors hired 
by the Army quartermaster stationed at Fort Crawford.  At least 24 buildings existed once construction of Fort Atkinson was completed in the fall of 
1842, including 10 located within the palisaded area and 14 found outside.  Those buildings found to the exterior included the quartermaster’s 
house, a blacksmith shop, a carpenter’s shop, a granary, an ice house, livestock stables, and several small residences for the soldier’s families.  
Within the stockaded fort, the buildings surrounded a central parade ground and consisted of two enlisted men’s barracks, two officer’s quarters, 
two blockhouses, a sutler’s store, and the powder magazine, as well as numerous privies and lean-to kitchens.  These interior fort buildings were 
largely of limestone construction or possessed a limestone foundation with a log or wood-framed superstructure.  All of the building stone was 
procured from the adjacent quarry that can be viewed today, with the steep embankments formed by the limestone exposures serving as additional 
protection for the fort.  The Powder Magazine was utilized in the storage of gunpowder and ammunition, featuring double walls constructed of 
rough-cut limestone designed specifically to store these dangerous materials and contain an explosion should an accident occur.  The barrel-vaulted 
ceiling is lined in a plastered soft mud brick, while the floor consists of closely laid limestone cobbles.  Small vent holes are found along the double 
walls that kept the interior from overheating.  These holes purposely do not line up to prevent rain and stray sparks from being drawn into the 
building, which could damage the gunpowder or potentially cause an explosion.  In 1846, the regular army troops stationed at Fort Atkinson were 
sent away to fight in the Mexican-American War, with volunteer troops from Iowa taking over the military post in their stead.  Following a treaty 
signing and the sale of the Neutral Ground lands, the Ho-Chunk were escorted out of Iowa to a new reservation at Fort Snelling, Minnesota, with 
the relocation completed in June of 1848.  With there no longer being a need for a military presence in northeast Iowa, the Army dropped Fort 
Atkinson from the list of garrisoned posts, and the last infantry of soldiers left the grounds in February of 1849.

SHPO 96-00522Name Fort Atkinson Powder Magazine See Appendix A A15ID 096-09-03-02

»Collins, Angela R. and Cherie Haury-Artz. The Fort Atkinson Story: A Self-Guided Walking Tour of Fort Atkinson.  Office of the State 
Archaeologist, University of Iowa, Iowa City. (2009)
»The Fort Atkinson Historical Centennial Book Committee (FAHCBC). History of Fort Atkinson, Iowa: 1840–1995.  The Anundsen Publishing 
Company, Decorah, Iowa. (1995)
»Peterson, Cynthia L. and David G. Stanley. National Register of Historic Places Nomination: Fort Atkinson Historic District, Winneshiek County, 
Iowa.  On file, State Historic Preservation Office of Iowa, Des Moines. (2012)

Following the departure of the military presence at Fort Atkinson in the late 1840s, the buildings began to deteriorate rapidly.  Vandalism and 
looting quickly ensued, with local settlers removing building stones and timbers for use on their own farms and homes.  Caroline Newington would 
acquire most of the military grounds around the fort at a public auction in 1853, then later purchasing the actual fort itself in 1855 and having the 
property surveyed and platted that same year.  Eventually the stockade would be torn down for firewood and many of the buildings dismantled for 
construction materials, leaving only the powder magazine, southwest blockhouse, and the center section of the north barracks.  In the 1920s, local 
citizens concerned about the condition of the fort would lobby government officials to preserve the property.  This would prove successful and the 
Iowa Board of Conservation (later the Iowa Conservation Commission) would purchase some of the fort site in 1921, later acquiring the central 
portion originally enclosed by the stockade in 1929.  This would serve as one of the earliest examples of Iowa’s Conservation Movement relating to 
the preservation of important historic structures in a park setting.  The remaining limestone buildings would be stabilized soon after, as well as the 
rebuilding of the northeast blockhouse in the late 1920s.  This building would be reconstructed on its original foundation using building methods 
remarkably consistent with those exhibited with the southwest blockhouse.  Centrally-located embrasures accommodated the cannons complete with 
four tall, narrow rifle ports that are found on all sides except the west façade, which has an entrance door replacing where two rifle ports would 
normally be located.  The hipped pyramid roof originally had split pine shingles that have been replaced with cedar shingles, which matches its 
southwest counterpart.  The northeast blockhouse was built to defend the north and east stockade lines, the Military Road, and the outlying 
buildings to the north.  Several archeological excavations conducted inside the palisades have identified many of the original interior buildings no 
longer extant today, including limestone foundation alignments, pier supports, chimney remnants, and 1840s-era fill (soil and artifacts) associated 
with each building and their respective activity areas.  Thanks in part to the archeological investigations conducted by Professor Sigurd S. Reque of 
Luther College, Fort Atkinson would be reclassified from a state park to a state historical monument in 1940, and later dedicated as an Iowa State 
Preserve in 1968.

SHPO 96-00520Name Fort Atkinson NE Blockhouse See Appendix A A17ID 096-09-03-03

»Collins, Angela R. and Cherie Haury-Artz. The Fort Atkinson Story: A Self-Guided Walking Tour of Fort Atkinson.  Office of the State 
Archaeologist, University of Iowa, Iowa City. (2009)
»The Fort Atkinson Historical Centennial Book Committee (FAHCBC). History of Fort Atkinson, Iowa: 1840–1995.  The Anundsen Publishing 
Company, Decorah, Iowa. (1995)
»Peterson, Cynthia L. and David G. Stanley. National Register of Historic Places Nomination: Fort Atkinson Historic District, Winneshiek County, 
Iowa.  On file, State Historic Preservation Office of Iowa, Des Moines. (2012)
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Brigadier General Henry Atkinson, the man whom the fort and subsequently the town is named after, had a prestigious military background prior to 
his arrival at the settlement.  Born in 1782 on a large plantation in Person County, North Carolina, General Atkinson would serve 23 years as a 
frontier commander responsible for quelling uprisings and making treaties with various tribes in the Midwest.  In 1819 and 1825 he would lead 
expeditions to Yellowstone, later establishing the Jefferson Barracks just south of St. Louis in which he was commander of the first Army Infantry 
School.  But perhaps his greatest achievement was while serving as commander during the Black Hawk War of 1832 in which he defeated Chief 
Black Hawk at the Battle of Bad Axe.  In 1840 he would supervise the early stages of the removal of the Ho-Chunk from Wisconsin to the Neutral 
Ground in Iowa and oversee the establishment of the military post on the site chosen by the War Department that would later be named Fort 
Atkinson.  General Atkinson would serve under eight presidents before his passing on June 14, 1842, even being offered the position as first 
territorial governor of Iowa by President Martin Van Buren, which he would decline.  While no battles were ever fought at Fort Atkinson, the site 
was carefully planned and built to withstand an attack.  The northeast and southwest blockhouses are virtually identical in construction and designed 
for defense, holding the fort’s four cannons that included two mountain howitzers and two “six-pounder” cannons.  These buildings projected out 
beyond the wooden stockade to allow soldiers to shoot along the outside walls in two directions.  The canon portals are wider on the outside to 
allow the canon to be aimed over a broad area, with wooden covers for the openings that were closed during reloading.  In contrast, the rifle slits are 
actually wider on the inside of the structure to give soldiers ample room to aim while also making it more difficult to shoot in from the outside.  
Today, Fort Atkinson functions as a park managed by the Iowa Department of Natural Resources and is listed as a historical district to the National 
Register of Historic Places.  Visitors can participate in early frontier life with the Fort Atkinson Rendezvous Days, which has been held on the last 
full weekend of September since 1977.  The annual event recreates an authentic 1840’s fort experience, complete with U. S. Army dragoons, black 
powder shoots, authentic buck skinners, and skilled craftsmen.

SHPO 96-00512Name Fort Atkinson SW Block House See Appendix A A19ID 096-09-03-04

»Collins, Angela R. and Cherie Haury-Artz. The Fort Atkinson Story: A Self-Guided Walking Tour of Fort Atkinson.  Office of the State 
Archaeologist, University of Iowa, Iowa City. (2009)
»The Fort Atkinson Historical Centennial Book Committee (FAHCBC). History of Fort Atkinson, Iowa: 1840–1995.  The Anundsen Publishing 
Company, Decorah, Iowa. (1995)
»Peterson, Cynthia L. and David G. Stanley. National Register of Historic Places Nomination: Fort Atkinson Historic District, Winneshiek County, 
Iowa.  On file, State Historic Preservation Office of Iowa, Des Moines. (2012)

The First Congregational Church parish was organized in November 1867 under the leadership of Joseph Hurlbut, with Rev. Henry Hess later 
appointed as their pastor who remained with them until 1893.  The congregational initially met at a frame church building located on the hill where 
historic Fort Atkinson is located, later purchasing their own to build a stone church at the recommendation of Rev. Hess.  Built in 1872, the First 
Congregational Church had its first sermon Christmas day of the same year, with the official dedication occurring on June 29, 1873.  The current 
structure is constructed of local limestone measuring 25 x 35 ft and featuring an east-facing arched entry at gable-center, with a set of three equally 
spaced arched windows along the north and south facades.  Church services were terminated in 1928, with the structure retaining much of its 
original integrity since then and remains in good condition even today.

SHPOName First Congregational Church See Appendix A A21ID 096-09-04-01

»The Fort Atkinson Historical Centennial Book Committee (FAHCBC). History of Fort Atkinson, Iowa: 1840–1995.  The Anundsen Publishing 
Company, Decorah, Iowa. (1995)

Built in honor of St. John Nepomucene, construction began in May of 1874 and was completed the following year.  Designed and erected entirely 
by the local catholic settlers of Ft. Atkinson, the initial stone structure measured 48 x 70 ft with 24 ft high walls at a cost of $5,367.32.  As reports 
indicate, funding for the church ran out before the roof could be installed, only to have the bank threaten to foreclose on loan taken out by Mr. 
Joseph Sluka who had also mortgaged his farm to complete construction.  Thankfully, incoming pastor Father Francis X. Boeding went farm to farm 
collecting money to pay of the interest of the loan, indicative of the community effort truly involved in establishing the church.  As membership 
increased with the influx of settlers to the area, the church was expanded to 48 x 90 ft with the addition of a sanctuary and sacristy in 1886.  The 
church tower was later added in 1899 with John Neuzil serving as the chief stone mason.  A side entrance along the west wall was installed in 1949, 
with the nursery room built at the northwest corner in 1964 that encompassed the same dimensions as the sacristy and increased the entire length of 
the north façade to 82 ft.  Given the exceptional blending of local stone, it is difficult to differentiate that these additions were built separate from 
the original church if not for the various construction dates inscribed in stone.

SHPOName St. John Nepomucene Church See Appendix A A23ID 096-09-05-01

»Kucera, Rev. Stephen J. History of St. John’s Church, Fort Atkinson, Iowa.  On file, St. John Nepomucene Church, Fort Atkinson, Iowa. (1975)

Our Lady of Seven Dolors Church uniquely is the only parish in the diocese to have originated on a Native American mission.  The history of the 
parish begins in 1843 when Rev. Joseph Cretin took charge of the Winnebago Mission along the Yellow River, with their first church located at the 
present site of the St. Anthony of Padua stone chapel.  Following the loss of the “Old Mission” church due to fire in December of 1853, the 
parishioners relocated to higher ground in Festina, then referred to as “Twin Springs.”  The first Our Lady of Seven Dolors church at the current site 
was a log structure built subsequent to the relocation in 1854.  Construction of the current stone church began in 1861 under the supervision of the 
ship builder Bernard Lutkenhause and his sons.  Stone quarried from the nearby Buchheit farm was transported the one-half mile to build the double 
stone walls of the structure that initially measured 45 x 90 ft.  Construction would later be completed in 1863 at a cost of $7,000, with Rev. Francis 
Hannasch serving as the first pastor for the new building.  The two brick veneer wings centrally located at the west and east walls and measuring 20 
x 24 ft were added in 1885 and 1890 respectively, giving the church its cross-shape.  The tower and clock were added simultaneously in 1879, with 
the steeple later added in 1893.  The roof was rebuilt in 1896, with the last major renovation occurring in 1965 when the ceiling was completely 
redone.

SHPO 96-00511Name Our Lady of Seven Dolors Church See Appendix A A25ID 096-09-06-01

»Cathy Ehler, personal communication October 27,2020
»Slide, Lois. Festina Parish 175 Years Old; Was Indian Mission.  Updated.  Originally appeared in The Witness November 11, 1943.  On file, Our 
Lady of Seven Dolors Church, Festina, Iowa. (2018)
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The Sacred Heart Chapel, dedicated to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, is located on the cemetery grounds just northwest of Our Lady of Seven Dolors 
Church.  Built in 1893 at a cost of $600, the brick chapel was constructed in honor of Rev. Augustine Sauter’s twenty-fifth anniversary of 
ordination to the priesthood, otherwise known as his Silver Sacerdotal Jubilee.  In honor of the 175th anniversary of Our Lady of Seven Dolors, the 
chapel had steel shingles installed and the steeple repaired and repainted in 2018, as well as the brick tuck pointed by Kevin and Carrie Lee.  The 
Our Lady of Lourdes Grotto is found at the northwest corner of the cemetery ground just west of the Sacred Heart Chapel, built sometime in the late 
nineteenth or early twentieth century given its appearance in the 1904 anniversary book of Our Lady of Seven Dolors.  Severe storms in May of 
2017 destroyed the stone grotto, which was rebuilt in the summer 2018 by local stonemason Ted Wilson with help of John Snyder.  As much of the 
original stone was used as possible, with additional rock obtained from a quarry north of Decorah and a creek bed near Hawkeye, Iowa.  The area 
around the grotto was expanded to include a memorial garden in honor of Rev. Monsignor Donald Heineman.  The Massman Grotto was originally 
built in 1960 on the family farm of Frank and Lucy Massman, and later moved to its current location at the northeast corner of the cemetery
grounds.

SHPO 96-00511Name Sacred Heart Chapel See Appendix A A27ID 096-09-06-02

»Cathy Ehler, personal communication October 27,2020
»Slide, Lois. Festina Parish 175 Years Old; Was Indian Mission.  Updated.  Originally appeared in The Witness November 11, 1943.  On file, Our 
Lady of Seven Dolors Church, Festina, Iowa. (2018)

The Buchheit farmstead located just west of Festina is situated within a picturesque valley formed by Brockamp Creek, featuring numerous 
outbuildings and a natural spring that still flows through the property today.  The expansive acreage was initially established by Andrew Meyer and 
his family, who settled in Washington Township on April 1, 1849.  The Meyer’s were one of the first Euro-American families to homestead within 
the township, arriving prior to the removal of the Ho-Chunk (Winnebago) from the Neutral Ground into Minnesota.  Andrew and his wife would 
later record the plat for Twin Springs on October 17, 1856, with the town later renamed to Festina.  The first home built on the farm was actually a 
log cabin, which would later fall under the ownership of Andrew’s son George A. Meyer ca. 1872.  Prior to leaving for Oklahoma, George would 
sell the farm to Nicholas Buchheit in 1888.  According to local newspapers, Nicholas would begin setting the foundation for his new residence in 
1904, later completing the endeavor in 1905 around the time of his son Joseph’s marriage to Mary Schrandt, with a “grand reception” held at the 
newly constructed home.  The two-story, side-gabled residence represents superb stonemasonry skill, featuring metal anchor plates along the west 
and east sides and native limestone acquired from the same quarry utilized in the construction of Our Lady of Seven Dolors Church in Festina.  The 
house originally had three chimneys, and the enclosed porch added along the north façade initially served as a kitchen and actually covers an early 
cistern of the property.  The house remains in fantastic condition, with repointing completed by local stonemason Ted Wilson in the early 1980s.  
The farmstead has remained within the Buchheit for nearly 150 years, with the rural stone residence serving as a delightful example of Colonial 
Revival architectural style.

SHPO 96-00797Name Buchheit House See Appendix A A29ID 096-09-07-01

»Becker, Janee and Shay Gooder.  Official Iowa Site Inventory Form for the Buchheit House, Winneshiek County.  Site Inventory Number 
96-00797. (2021)

This square stone house was built by Francis Rogers in 1859.  A stone tablet bearing this date was once located below the gable but over time has 
disappeared.  The land owned by Rodgers and another adjacent settler once comprised the short-lived town of “Lewiston,” which at one point 
contended for the county seat before landowner disagreement ended this endeavor.  Rogers later transferred the property to his son-in-law Aaron 
Young in the 1870s.  Young initially arrived at Fort Atkinson in 1848 as a soldier from Mexico, and in 1849 married Mary Jane Rogers, which was 
the first reported marriage in the county.  The stone house he built still remains standing today despite being abandoned in the 1960s, although the 
roof has long since disappeared with significant settling occurring along the foundation.  The structure features 2 ft thick walls with centrally 
located entrances found on the south, east, and north façades.  In particular, the north wall is “built” into the backslope, with the 5.5 ft wide entrance 
and adjacent windows located only on the 2nd floor.  What appears to be a narrow access drive leads to this 2nd floor entrance, with several small 
rooms with stone walls located below along the interior of the north wall.  Much of the original mortar remains with the structure, although some 
tuck pointing was observed with the south wall.  Modifications to the exterior of the east wall include remnants of a concrete stucco and 
replacement of several of the original stone windowsills.  A short stone retaining wall and poured concrete steps lead to the property from 123rd St.

SHPOName Riha House See Appendix A A31ID 096-09-08-01

»Johnson, Steve. Mystery, Intrigue: Early Home Offers Pioneer Glimpse.  Calmar Courier 31 March, Vol. 42, Iss. 14:1–2.  Calmar, Iowa. (2020)

This stone milk house is part of the historic Francis Rogers/Anthony Young property and is constructed of the same limestone as the house located 
just to the northeast across 123rd Street.  Featuring a wood frame, low pitch gable roof with short, 5 ft stone walls, the small building is attached at 
the northeast corner of the barn along the east facade.  The milk house has an east facing, centrally located entrance, although the south facade 
appears to have once contained a centered entrance door as well that has since been closed with limestone rubble and poured concrete.  The north 
facade is built adjacent to the right-of-way of 123rd St and is largely obscured by sediment, which is causing the wall to actively collapse.  The 
precise construction date of the milk house is unknown, although the Winneshiek County Assessor’s web site lists the construction date of the barn 
as 1916.  The structure appears to currently be used for storage.

SHPOName Riha Milk House See Appendix A A33ID 096-09-08-02

»Beacon. Summary of Parcel 182820000100, Winneshiek County, Iowa.  Available at http://www.beacon.schneidercorp.com.  Accessed November 
2020. (2020)
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Affectionately known as the “World’s Smallest Church” and the “smallest cathedral in the world,” the St. Anthony of Padua name was inspired by 
Johann (John) Gaertner’s wife Magdalene who was a relative of Saint of Padua in Italy.  Johann Gartner was drafted into the French army under 
Napoleon Bonaparte at the age of 16, and following Napoleon’s winter retreat from Moscow, Johann’s mother promised to build a chapel in honor 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary upon her son’s safe return home.  However, this would not come to fruition prior to her passing and Johann’s 
immigration to America.  At the suggestion of Johann’s daughter, Mary Ann Gaertner, and his son-in-law, F. J. (Joseph) Huber, it was decided that 
the promise would be fulfilled at the site of the “Old Mission” cemetery where the first Catholic church north of Dubuque was built of logs in 1849.  
The chapel would finally be constructed in 1885 by Johann and his family, with help from nearby landowners who quarried the limestone for the 
structure.  Rev. August Sauter of Our Lady of Seven Dolors Church in Festina officiated the dedication in 1886.  The small 14 x 20 ft chapel 
consists of 10 ft high walls of limestone rubble, with the 40 ft high belfry added in 1888.  Above the round arched entryway within the five by 5 ft 
entrance tower, a stone features the “1885” construction date.  A small alter and stained glass windows were added in 1903, which contain the 
names of Johann and his wife Magdalene, as well as the names of his daughter and son-in-law who were instrumental in the establishment of St. 
Anthony of Padua Chapel.  Also located on site is the Huber log cabin that was originally built in 1849 one mile southwest on the Winnebago 
Mission, and was used until 1965 by descendants of the family.  The cabin was dismantled in 1993 and restored at its current location by the chapel 
in 1996 as a memorial to F. J. Huber and his wife Mary Ann. 

SHPO 96-00040Name St. Anthony of Padua Chapel See Appendix A A35ID 096-09-09-01

»Gardner, Wanda (editor). A Self-Guiding Auto Tour of Winneshiek County, Iowa. Originally published 1987.  Winneshiek County Historic 
Preservation Commission, Decorah, Iowa. (2005)
»Gebhard, David and Gerald Mansheim. Buildings of Iowa.  Oxford University Press, New York. (1993)
»Weigle, E.J. Official Iowa Site Inventory Form for St. Anthony of Padua Chapel.  Site Inventory Number 96-00040.  On file, State Historic 
Preservation Office of Iowa, Des Moines. (1974)

The Bakke family immigrated from Norway to Frankville Township in 1852, later purchasing the current property at $1.25 per acre (71.88 ac total) 
in 1854.  Peder O. Bakke would also arrive from Norway in 1854 at the age of 19, with the first house built in 1855 by Peder’s mother and step-
father Groto.  Peder and his wife Ingeborg would later purchase the farm in 1859 and go on to construct the buildings which are largely still extant 
today.  This includes the large 12-room house which was built in 1882–1883, with the old house moved a short distance away to be used as a 
chicken house.  The grooved limestone hitching post stands in front of Peder’s “new” house along the current access drive, extending nearly 4.5 ft 
above the ground surface.  The maximum width of the structure is just over 10 in across the base, with the thickness of the stone varying between 

3–6 in.  A date of “1885” is inscribed on the hitching post, which may refer to its construction but cannot be definitively attributed to this rationale.  
The Bakke farm would remain in the family for over century, exchanging hands with Peder’s son John and his wife Martha in 1902, and later their 
children Henry and Idelia in 1945, before being sold to Conrad and Gladys Olson ca. 1956–1957.

SHPO 96-00050Name Hinsenbrock Hitching Post See Appendix A A37ID 097-07-01-01

»Vicky Hinsenbrock, personal communication, 5/19/20.

The Hinsenbrock Spring House was constructed in the late nineteenth century by Erick Ramsay, sometime after Peder O. Bakke had constructed the 
barn on his farm in 1878 but before the construction of the house in 1882–1883.  In fact, Peder’s initials “P.O.B” are painted on the inside of the 
entrance door below a date of “1887,” which would appear to not be representative of the construction date.  The 12 by 14 ft stone building is 

situated along a gently sloping upper backslope, resulting in the walls varying from 5–7 ft in height.  Unlike the foundation stone of the barn, the 
spring house features dressed stone which may be for aesthetic purposes given its proximity to the house.  At one point, a windmill was located to 
the northwest that fed water to the spring house through the west wall for cooling purposes, with the warmed water transported through the north 
wall to a stock tank located in the pasture yard for watering cattle and horses.  The stone was tuck-pointed ca. 2008, with the exposed wood painted 
and rain gutters installed at this time as well.  Both the roof and cupola were later replaced in 2018.  Thanks to these restorative efforts, this stone 
spring house remains in excellent condition today.  

SHPO 96-00050Name Hinsenbrock Spring House See Appendix A A39ID 097-07-01-02

»Vicky Hinsenbrock, personal communication, 5/19/20.

Constructed in 1872 on land purchased from the founder of Frankville, Francis “Frank” Teabout, the Frankville School actually replaced an earlier 
school building that was built in the mid-1850s.  Stone schools were relatively rare in the nineteenth century, being heavily dominated by frame and 
brick structures.  The two-story building is constructed of ashlar limestone with rock-faced stone lintels and sills, and features keystone round 
arches in the front (north) façade.  A single brick chimney is found in the rear that was installed when the wood stoves were replaced by a furnace.  
Both electricity and the fire escape along the east façade were early twentieth century additions, with running water installed in the 1930s.  The 
school is a well-preserved example of mid-nineteenth century vernacular stonemasonry, with very few modifications outside of the bell chamber 
being removed due to storm damage.  The bell now rests on the school grounds near the southeast corner.  The high school was established on the 
second floor in 1920, only to be removed along with the elementary grades to Decorah in 1958.  The Frankville School would continue to teach 
kindergarten and 7–8th grades until its closing in 1962.  Following its closing, the school was purchased by the Winneshiek County Historical 
Society in 1963 and utilized as a local museum that included items of Laton Huffman, a Frankville native who specialized in photographs of the 
Montana frontier in the 1880s.  The Frankville School was later deeded to the Winneshiek County Conservation Commission in 1984 for use as a 
community center.

SHPO 96-00533Name Frankville School See Appendix A A41ID 097-07-02-01

»Gardner, Wanda (editor). A Self-Guiding Auto Tour of Winneshiek County, Iowa.  Originally published 1987.  Winneshiek County Historic 
Preservation Commission, Decorah, Iowa. (2005)
»Klimesh, Mary. National Register of Historic Places Nomination: Frankville School, Winneshiek County, Iowa.  Winneshiek County Historical 
Society, Decorah, Iowa. (1978)
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The Jacobson family farm was first established in 1850 with the oldest structure on the property, the two-story log house, constructed the year of 
settlement.  Measuring 17 by 24 ft in a north-south orientation, the log dwelling would feature subsequent frame additions over the years 
constructed in accordance with Norwegian tradition.  The stepped stone hitching post sits in front of this house just to the east near the access drive.  

The 4 by 4 ft square structure consists of a series of 3–8 in high steps that elevate to a total height of over 2 ft.  While the precise construction date 
is unknown, the hitching post was likely established in and around the time of settlement in conjunction with the house and barn.  The remarkable 
documentation associated with the farm is reflective of the literate and historically conscious nature of the Jacobson family, who were also 
photography hobbyists as early as the 1890s.  One particular noteworthy individual was Abraham Jacobson, owner and operator of the farm from 
1878 to 1910.  Following his immigration to America as a child in 1848, Abraham quickly went on to study theology (1852–1859), conduct social 
and missionary work in the Dakotas and Canada, and eventually accepted a call in 1877 to serve a Norwegian Lutheran Parish in southern 
Wisconsin.  Upon his return to the family farm, Abraham would go on to become president of a local insurance company, write numerous 
submissions for periodicals and newspapers on a variety of subjects, conduct horticultural experiments, and even serve as district representative to 
the state legislature of Iowa from 1903 through 1905.  The Jacobson farm remained in the family for 127 years, before being donated to the 
Vesterheim Norwegian American Museum in 1977.

SHPO 96-00112Name Jacobson Hitching Post See Appendix A A43ID 097-08-01-01

»Gardner, Wanda (editor). A Self-Guiding Auto Tour of Winneshiek County, Iowa. Originally published 1987. Winneshiek County Historic 
Preservation Commission, Decorah, Iowa. (2005)
»Johnson, Steve. National Register of Historic Places Nomination: Jacobson Farm, Winneshiek County, Iowa. Norwegian-American Museum, 
Decorah, Iowa. (1980)
»Johnson, Steven L., Rev. Donald Berg, and Charles Langton. An Intensive Historical Site Survey of the Washington Prairie Settlement.
Winneshiek County Historic Preservation Commission. Submitted to the Iowa Bureau of Historic Preservation, Contract No. 19-89-40045A.007. 
Copies available from Winneshiek County Historic Preservation Commission, Decorah, Iowa. (1990)

The historical value of the Jacobson Barn, and the family farm as a whole, is reflected through the continuity in development dating from settlement 
through the mid-twentieth century, the existence of extensive physical and written documentation regarding the farm’s history, and the significance 
of the second generation owner and operator Abraham Jacobson.  The Jacobson barn represents a core unit of the farm that was constructed in two 
phases, the first being the original stone structure measuring 32 by 44 ft that was built before the Civil War during the early period of the Jacobson 
settlement in the 1850s.  The second phase was the 28 by 48 ft frame addition that was added in 1888.  The stone building remains in remarkable 
condition and is largely void of any modern modifications outside of several slight alterations to the interior framework, and the addition of poured 
concrete floors at ground level.  Of particular note with the early portion of the barn is the evidence of experimentation and lack of experience in 
building technique, which has resulted in subsequent masonry repair along the walls due to cracking and settling of the foundation.  This is not 
reflected with the stone foundation of the later addition, which reveals a better understanding and mastery of stonemasonry. Thus, the Jacobson 
Barn is an exceptional example of gradual rural development that has been enlarged and altered to accommodate the changing needs of the Jacobson 
family farm since its establishment in the mid-nineteenth century.

SHPO 96-00112Name Jacobson Barn See Appendix A A45ID 097-08-01-02

»Gardner, Wanda (editor). A Self-Guiding Auto Tour of Winneshiek County, Iowa. Originally published 1987. Winneshiek County Historic 
Preservation Commission, Decorah, Iowa. (2005)
»Johnson, Steve. National Register of Historic Places Nomination: Jacobson Farm, Winneshiek County, Iowa. Norwegian-American Museum, 
Decorah, Iowa. (1980)
»Johnson, Steven L., Rev. Donald Berg, and Charles Langton. An Intensive Historical Site Survey of the Washington Prairie Settlement.
Winneshiek County Historic Preservation Commission. Submitted to the Iowa Bureau of Historic Preservation, Contract No. 19-89-40045A.007. 
Copies available from Winneshiek County Historic Preservation Commission, Decorah, Iowa. (1990)

The Torgrim family, initially spelled Thorgrimson, first immigrated to America in 1850 when Jacob Thorgrimson traveled from Telemark, Norway 
to the Muskego Settlement in Wisconsin.  After marrying his wife Ragnhild “Randi” Knutsdatter, the family relocated to Springfield Township in 
Winneshiek County in 1851.  Following his attendance at Marshall Academy near Madison, Wisconsin, Jacob’s Son C. J. (Cornelius) and his wife 
Elena would return to Springfield Township to build a home of their own away from his parents.  However, what makes this house so unique is that 
the construction was entirely of C.J.’s invention.  Limestone obtained from a quarry owned by his uncle in Nordness was transported by buggy to 
the site of construction, where it was the crushed into a lime concrete mix to build the 1 ft thick walls.  While records indicate that the house was 
built sometime in the 1880s, specifically 1883 according to the Winneshiek County Assessor’s web page, current owner Gregory Torgrim (and 
descendant of C.J.) indicates that roughly the east-half of the house was first built in 1860.  This initial structure was referred to as the “House of 
Eight Gables” given the presence of the numerous structural elements present along the south façade that were later removed.  The remaining west-
half of the house was completed approximately 5 years later.  C. J. would go on to be one of the founders of the Nordness Creamery in 1889, 
serving as manager in charge of shipping butter to distant cities, then later as secretary and treasurer.  He was also instrumental in establishing a 
rural telephone service in the early 1900s for the town, in addition to serving as president of the Board of Education of the Springfield Township 
beginning in 1903, and later helping to organize the Winneshiek County Equity Shipping Association in 1916.  Today, the Torgrim House has 
several frame additions found at the northwest corner (17 x 30 ft) that was built in 1987, and along the south façade (14 x 26 ft) which was built ca. 
1995.  The exterior of the house features the original stucco which was hand-scribed to give the appearance of cinder block.

SHPO 96-00130Name Torgrim Stone House See Appendix A A47ID 097-08-02-01

»Beacon. Summary of Parcel 151120000700, Winneshiek County, Iowa. Available at http://www.beacon.schneidercorp.com. Accessed November 
2020. (2020)
»Gregory J. Torgrim, personal communication, 8/13/20
»Johnson, Steven L., Rev. Donald Berg, and Charles Langton. An Intensive Historical Site Survey of the Washington Prairie Settlement.
Winneshiek County Historic Preservation Commission. Submitted to the Iowa Bureau of Historic Preservation, Contract No. 19-89-40045A.007. 
Copies available from Winneshiek County Historic Preservation Commission, Decorah, Iowa. (1990)
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The Washington Prairie Lutheran Church traces its origins back to the Little Iowa Congregation, whose first permanent pastor was Ulrik Vilhelm 
Koren, who arrived with his wife Elisabeth on December 22, 1853.  The first Washington Prairie Lutheran Church was a frame building built in 
1855 that was similar in design to the Washington Prairie Methodist Church to the west.  Under Rev. Koren’s leadership, the decision to build a 
nearby college in Decorah (Luther College) was made at this church in October 1857, which would be the first synod meeting to be held west of the 
Mississippi River.  Rev. Koren would go on to serve as a pastor for 57 years, assisting in the creation of over 50 local churches in the area.  At the 
end of 1863, the Little Iowa Congregation was divided into six separate congregations that included Washington Prairie, Glenwood, Calmar, 
Stavanger, Madison, and Decorah.  Plans for the current Washington Prairie Lutheran Church were drawn in 1865, designed by the same Chicago 
architect who also conceived the Glenwood Church, Stavanger Church, and the old Luther College Main building.  Congregation members began 
quarrying limestone from the nearby Bruvold and Hegg quarries beginning in 1867, with construction continuing until the church’s dedicated on 
December 17, 1873.  The steeple measuring 150 ft tall and 6 ft across at the top was completed in 1878.  The Parish Hall and Sunday School rooms 
would be constructed in 1946 and 1947, with congregation members quarrying the same limestone that was used to build the church.  The 
Washington Prairie Lutheran Church would later be voted one of the 12 great churches in American according to a poll conducted by Christian 
Century and serves as a prime example of the closeness of community through volunteer labor in its construction by congregational members.

SHPO 96-00156Name Washington Prairie Lutheran Church See Appendix A A49ID 097-08-03-01

»Johnson, Steven L., Rev. Donald Berg, and Charles Langton. An Intensive Historical Site Survey of the Washington Prairie Settlement.
Winneshiek County Historic Preservation Commission. Submitted to the Iowa Bureau of Historic Preservation, Contract No. 19-89-40045A.007. 
Copies available from Winneshiek County Historic Preservation Commission, Decorah, Iowa. (1990)
»Washington Prairie Lutheran Church. Washington Prairie Lutheran Church History. Electronic document, 
http://www.washingtonprairielutheran.org/history.html, accessed August 20, 2020. (2020)

The Washington Prairie Methodist Church is historically considered the “mother church” of Methodism in Norway.   The origin of the congregation 
begins with the arrival of a caravan of Norwegian-American immigrants led by Nelson Johnson from Muskego, Wisconsin to Washington Prairie in 
July of 1850.  The first Norwegian Methodist meeting west of the Mississippi River would be organized by Ole Peter Peterson at the house of 
Nelson Johnson in April of 1852.  Peterson would return to Norway in 1853 and found the first Methodist congregation in that country, with the 
Washington Prairie congregation continuing to meet in local homes for another 10 years until the construction of the Washington Prairie Methodist 
Church.  Displaying elements of both Gothic and Greek Revival, the church was constructed of the soft limestone procured from the nearby 
Branhagen farm quarry and features pointed gothic windows, a round arched entrance, and a large interior room comprised of two aisles leading to 
the centrally-located pulpit.  The cemetery was established in conjunction with the church, as no previous Methodist cemetery existed previously 
aside from the Opdahl family plot located nearby.  The church would later go on to be used quarterly from 1888 until its official closing in 1920.  
During this time there were very few modernizations to the Washington Prairie Methodist Church that are normally expected with early religious 
structures, resulting in exceptional original condition reflective of the building’s architectural significance.  Both the church and cemetery were later 
restored in 1972 by the Vesterheim Norwegian-American Museum.  Such esteem was held by the Methodists of Scandinavia for the pioneer church 
that the Bishop of the North European Methodist Conference traveled from Stockholm to participate in the rededication in 1972.  The Washington 
Prairie Methodist Church perseveres today as an excellent representation of early Norwegian-American stone architecture in the Upper Midwest, as 
well as a historical marker of international interest.

SHPO 96-00142Name Washington Prairie Methodist Church See Appendix A A51ID 097-08-04-01

»Gardner, Wanda (editor). A Self-Guiding Auto Tour of Winneshiek County, Iowa. Originally published 1987. Winneshiek County Historic 
Preservation Commission, Decorah, Iowa. (2005)
»Johnson, Steve. National Register of Historic Places Nomination: Washington Prairie Methodist Church, Winneshiek County, Iowa. Norwegian-
American Museum, Decorah, Iowa. (1979)
»Johnson, Steven L., Rev. Donald Berg, and Charles Langton. An Intensive Historical Site Survey of the Washington Prairie Settlement.
Winneshiek County Historic Preservation Commission. Submitted to the Iowa Bureau of Historic Preservation, Contract No. 19-89-40045A.007. 
Copies available from Winneshiek County Historic Preservation Commission, Decorah, Iowa. (1990)

The Red Oak School is one of several stone schools built in the Springfield Township following redistricting and the loss of the first county 
schoolhouse located at the Pioneer Cemetery.  The Branhagen School was the first stone schoolhouse of the township built in 1862 and was located 
approximately one-half mile to the west across from the Branhagen farmstead.  This small (16 x 20 ft) structure was quickly outgrown by the end of 
the 1860s and later converted into a blacksmith shop.  A new stone schoolhouse (the Red Oak School) was built by Paul Warner and Andrew 
Branhagen in 1871 on land purchased from the Torgrimson’s for thirty dollars.  The school would later be named after the Red Oak Creamery, 
which was located across the road to the east, as well as for the numerous oak trees which populated the vicinity.  The school was furnished with 
home-made benches and was heated by a box stove located near the back of the building in which the stovepipe ran the length of the room to the 
chimney located on the opposite end.  Around 1900, a cellar was excavated and a new furnace, with the chimney then relocated to the north side of 
the school.  A woodshed that was originally located on the north side was also moved at this time to improve the school grounds with the addition 
of playground equipment.  The schoolhouse was later converted into home, with the frame entryway and garage additions along the east façade 
installed in 1966.

SHPO 96-00134Name Red Oak School See Appendix A A53ID 097-08-05-01

»Beacon. Summary of Parcel 151120000500, Winneshiek County, Iowa. Available at http://www.beacon.schneidercorp.com. Accessed November 
2020. (2020)
»Johnson, Steve. The Survey of Schoolhouses in Winneshiek County, Iowa. Winneshiek County Historic Preservation Commission, Decorah, Iowa. 
(1986)
»Johnson, Steven L., Rev. Donald Berg, and Charles Langton. An Intensive Historical Site Survey of the Washington Prairie Settlement.
Winneshiek County Historic Preservation Commission. Submitted to the Iowa Bureau of Historic Preservation, Contract No. 19-89-40045A.007. 
Copies available from Winneshiek County Historic Preservation Commission, Decorah, Iowa. (1990)
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The significance of the Branhagen farmstead lies with the family quarry from which stone was procured to construct many of the buildings 
throughout Nordness and Washington Prairie area, including several of the buildings located on the farm itself.  The Branhagen family first arrived 
in 1861 when Tosten and his wife Anna (Sevelrud) traveled from Hadeland, Norway with their nine children, including son Andrew who would 
later purchase the farmstead from his father in 1883.  The first school of the township was located across the road from the farm that was a small 
stone structure built in 1862, and the First Nordness Telephone Exchange was located in the Branhagen house.  The stone spring house represents a 
vernacular building style common to the Midwest and was likely used to keep milk cool given its location just west of the barn.  Constructed 
sometime around 1870, the spring house was probably one of the first structures built on the farmstead by Andrew Branhagen, possessing an 
identical craftmanship to other buildings constructed of the same soft limestone.  Also referred to as the “Old Hog House,” the origin of this name is 
unknown as no knowledge exists of hogs ever existing on the farm going as far back as the early twentieth century.

SHPO 96-00136Name Branhagen Spring House See Appendix A A55ID 097-08-06-01

»Darrel R. Branhagen, personal communication, 7/31/20
»Johnson, Steve. Official Iowa Site Inventory Form for the Branhagen Farm. Site Inventory Number 96-00136. On file, State Historic Preservation 
Office of Iowa, Des Moines. (1990)
»Johnson, Steven L., Rev. Donald Berg, and Charles Langton. An Intensive Historical Site Survey of the Washington Prairie Settlement.
Winneshiek County Historic Preservation Commission. Submitted to the Iowa Bureau of Historic Preservation, Contract No. 19-89-40045A.007. 
Copies available from Winneshiek County Historic Preservation Commission, Decorah, Iowa. (1990)

The Branhagen Ice House features the same soft limestone procured from the family quarry that was used in the construction of numerous other 
nearby structures located on the farm and throughout Washington Prairie, including the Washington Prairie Methodist Church.  In fact, some of this 
construction can be directly linked to Andrew Brahagen who applied his knowledge of stonemasonry from the 1870s through the 1890s.  Arriving 
to the farmstead with his family from Norway in 1861 at the age of 16, Andrew would later serve in the Civil War from 1864–1865 before returning 
home and marrying his wife Oleanna (Rognlien) in 1884 after purchasing the farm from his father Tosten.  The stone ice house is considered to be 
of 1870s construction following Andrew’s return from the war, and was used to keep ice brought in from the Upper Iowa River along the railway in 
Nordness, as well as from the drainage creek on the farm.  The nearly square, simple gable roof structure features roughly 10 ft high walls that are 
1.5 ft thick, with the stonework extending all the way up to the eaves.  Renovations to the structure occurred in 2010–2012 that include tuck 
pointing and replacing the older cedar shingles that were reportedly seven layers thick at the time.

SHPO 96-00136Name Branhagen Ice House See Appendix A A57ID 097-08-06-02

»Darrel R. Branhagen, personal communication, 7/31/20
»Johnson, Steve. Official Iowa Site Inventory Form for the Branhagen Farm. Site Inventory Number 96-00136. On file, State Historic Preservation 
Office of Iowa, Des Moines. (1990)
»Johnson, Steven L., Rev. Donald Berg, and Charles Langton. An Intensive Historical Site Survey of the Washington Prairie Settlement.
Winneshiek County Historic Preservation Commission. Submitted to the Iowa Bureau of Historic Preservation, Contract No. 19-89-40045A.007. 
Copies available from Winneshiek County Historic Preservation Commission, Decorah, Iowa. (1990)

During the 1880s, Winneshiek County saw a transition from wheat production that had dominated the agricultural economy of the region, to 
farming practices that primarily centered around dairy.  As a result, the Washington Prairie settlement saw the development of three cooperative 
creameries, the first being the Opdahl Creamery located near Trout Run, followed by the Red Oak Creamery that operated just east of the Red Oak 
School, and finally the creamery established within the small community of Nordness (Belverud Creamery).  Founded between 1888 and 1889, the 
Nordness Creamery was constructed of local limestone procured from a nearby quarry located to the northeast across the creek.  The creamery 
produced butter, which was shipped east to Chicago, with the buttermilk sent back to the farmers for hog feed.  A frame building was once located 
just to the west that stored ice for the creamery.  The ice would be cut from the Upper Iowa River near the Tavener Bridge west of Decorah and 
transported by railway to the depot in Nordness, where horse teams would haul the ice to be packed in sawdust.  The second general store ever 
established in Nordness was later purchased and converted into the buttermaker’s quarters and for storage.  The creamery would succumb to fire in 
the summer of 1909, with damages totaling $4,000, but was rebuilt and expanded that same year.  Before closing in the early 1960s, the cooperative 
would change to buying milk in the 1940s, which encouraged business as the farmers no longer had to separate the cream.  Today, the creamery is 
used for storage and has experienced numerous modifications.  These include alterations to many of the original window and entrance openings, 
several cinder block additions, and the installation of a metal roof within the last 10 years.  Despite these changes, the original stone and mortar 
comprising the 12 ft high walls of the creamery remain in exceptional condition.

SHPO 96-00547Name Belverud Creamery See Appendix A A59ID 097-08-07-01

»Gary L. Belverud, personal communication, 8/3/20
»Johnson, Steven L., Rev. Donald Berg, and Charles Langton. An Intensive Historical Site Survey of the Washington Prairie Settlement.
Winneshiek County Historic Preservation Commission. Submitted to the Iowa Bureau of Historic Preservation, Contract No. 19-89-40045A.007. 
Copies available from Winneshiek County Historic Preservation Commission, Decorah, Iowa. (1990)
»Webb Publishing Company. Atlas and Farm Directory with Complete Survey in Township Plats of Winneshiek County, Iowa. Webb Publishing 
Company, St. Paul, Minnesota. (1915)
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The village of Nordness grew and developed with the arrival of the Burlington, Cedar Rapids, and Northern Railway in the 1880s, which later 
became the Rock Island Railway.  At its pinnacle, the small yet flourishing community boasted a schoolhouse, creamery, grain elevator, stockyard, 
train depot, blacksmith shop, telephone exchange, and two general stores.  However, with the departure of the railroad in the late 1960s, Nordness 
would experience a rapid economic decline.  One of the relics of the former town is the stone schoolhouse, which taught all eight grades to children 
from the surrounding area in addition to functioning as a center for voting and village meetings.  While some sources indicate the school was built 
shortly after the creamery around the year 1900, an earlier suggested construction date of 1870 is more likely given the school’s depiction on 
historic maps dating as far back as 1875 (Andreas).  The 13 ft high walls are over 1.5 ft thick and feature the same local quarry stone used to build 
the creamery.  The remnants of a central red brick chimney can be observed along the interior of the back (west) wall, and the school did possess a 
wood stove until a furnace was added in 1903.  An entrance to the basement can be found near the southeast corner of the school, the walls of which 
appear to be of cinder block construction.  With the county re-organization of the school system in 1962, the Nordness school quickly became 
vacant.  Shortly after its closing, the building was briefly used as home.  Unfortunately, a fire would later destroy a portion of the frame entrance, 
evidence of which can still be observed today.

SHPO 96-00550Name Belverud School See Appendix A A61ID 097-08-07-02

»Gary L. Belverud, personal communication, 8/3/20
»Andreas, Alfred T. Illustrated Historical Atlas of the State of Iowa.  Andreas Atlas Company, Chicago. (1875)
»Beacon. Summary of Parcel 151040000200, Winneshiek County, Iowa.  Available at http://www.beacon.schneidercorp.com.  Accessed November 
2020. (2020)
»Johnson, Steven L., Rev. Donald Berg, and Charles Langton. An Intensive Historical Site Survey of the Washington Prairie Settlement.  
Winneshiek County Historic Preservation Commission.  Submitted to the Iowa Bureau of Historic Preservation, Contract No. 19-89-40045A.007.  
Copies available from Winneshiek County Historic Preservation Commission, Decorah, Iowa. (1990)
»Kolsrud, Melva. Histories of Winneshiek County Rural School Districts: The History of Nordness.  Decorah Public Opinion 28 May.  Decorah, 
Iowa. (1931)

This square milk house, also referred to as the farm pump house, features a centered south entrance facing the well and a single central window 
along the north façade.  The pyramid hipped roof consists of asphalt shingles and a decorative wooden cupola with louvered sides at the peak.  The 
stone walls are over 1.5 ft wide and range from 6.5–7.5 ft in height up the eaves.  Interestingly, the structure is constructed of the same local 
limestone used to build the creamery and schoolhouse in nearby Nordness and was likely procured from the same quarry located to north along the 
creek.  While the official construction date is unknown, the milk house was probably one of the first to be built on the farm in conjunction with the 
house (constructed 1882) sometime in the 1880s, which would roughly correspond with the establishment of the creamery.

SHPOName Moen Milk House See Appendix A A63ID 097-08-08-01

»Ronald Moen, personal communication, 8/3/20
»Beacon. Summary of Parcel 151040000500, Winneshiek County, Iowa.  Available at http://www.beacon.schneidercorp.com.  Accessed November 
2020. (2020)

The Ludeking House is an interesting example of cordwood construction in which the interior wall is comprised of stacked stovewood logs that 
serve as a form of insultation, with stone forming the outside that result in a total width of over 2.5 ft.   This stone closely resembles the soft 
limestone observed with the Washington Prairie Methodist Church and Branhagen outbuildings and quite possibly was obtained from the same 
quarry.  The exterior of the house features a course stucco over the stone, with a porch and carport along the south wall and small frame addition (8 
x 20 ft) along the north wall.  A larger frame addition (18 x 30 ft) encompasses the west façade and serves as the main residence.  While the 
Winneshiek County Assessors website lists a construction date of 1872, the stone portion likely served as the initial residence of the property when 
it was first purchased by Halvor Garden in the early 1850s.  The oldest son of Haldor and Gertrude Garden, Halvor was born in Norway in 1828 and 
would later leave his home country in 1848 to settle in Dane County, Wisconsin, for several years before moving to Winneshiek County.  He would 
soon marry another native of Norway, Miss Ingebor Opdahl, in 1854 and they would go on to have nine children together.  In consideration of this 
timeline, the stone portion of the house was likely the first residence of the married couple, with the larger frame addition constructed later out of 
necessity to support their growing family.  Harver Gardner is considered one of the early pioneers of Springfield Township, holding offices of 
trustee and sub-director, as well as serving as a local deacon in the Norwegian Methodist Episcopal Church before his passing on April 30th of 
1908.  Now under ownership of the Ludeking family, the house continues to be resided in today.

SHPOName Ludeking House See Appendix A A65ID 097-08-09-01

»James Ludeking, personal communication, 7/31/20
»Alexander, W. E. History of Winneshiek and Allamakee Counties, Iowa.  Western Publishing Company, Sioux City, Iowa. (1882)
»Bailey, Edwin C. Past and Present of Winneshiek County, Iowa.  2 vols.  The S. J. Clarke Publishing Company, Chicago. (1913)
»Beacon Summary of Parcel 150340000300, Winneshiek County, Iowa.  Available at http://www.beacon.schneidercorp.com.  Accessed December 
2020. (2020)
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The Huinker Barn, previously known as the Halverson Barn, is of a vernacular style and built around 1867 by the stonemason Torger Moen.  The 
main entry along the north façade features a banked solid ramp access that was built large enough to drive a team of horses through.  The limestone 
walls taper from 3 ft wide at the base to 18 in at the top, with the stone locally acquired from a nearby quarry west of the farm along Middle Calmar 
Road that closed in the 1940s.  The lower access to the barn is comprised of three rooms partitioned off by 18 to 20 inch wide stone walls, while the 
upper floor is supported by hewn logs that are 20 to 22 ft in length.  The farmstead was first purchased on May 13, 1861 by Peter Tollefson Tuenge 
and his wife Sigrid Thorstensdatter Kval, who arrived from Norway in the early-to-mid 1850s and married on October 10, 1858 in Washington 
Prairie.  The acreage would later be acquired in 1914 by John and Hilda Halverson, who had one of the first tractors and small-grain combines in 
the area.  The stone barn has received only a few modifications, including the addition of a cinder block milk house adjacent to the lower east 
entrance and the recent installation of a metal roof replacing the former wood shake.  As a result, the building still retains good structural integrity, 
including much of its original Gothic elements such as arched windows and doors.  Today, the Huinker Barn remains in remarkable condition and is 
one of the few stone barns in the region that is actively used for livestock (hogs).

SHPO 96-00122Name Huinker Barn See Appendix A A67ID 097-08-10-01

»Wayne Huinker, personal communication, 8/4/20
»Johnson, Steven L. Official Iowa Site Inventory Form for the Halvorson Stone Barn.  Site Inventory Number 96-00122.  On file, State Historic 
Preservation Office of Iowa, Des Moines. (1990)

The history of the Rovang farmstead begins when Ole O. Rovang and his family first settled in Springfield Township in the fall of 1853.  The family 
would take initial residence for several years within a partial dugout and frame cabin heated by a wood stove while the permanent house was being 
built.  The original driveway imprinted with wagon ruts, as well as the dugout portion of the dwelling itself, can still be observed on the property 
today.  The Rovang Parachial School, a log school house built in 1879 that was used primarily for religious instruction, was also located across the 
road from the farmstead that can now be found at the Vesterheim Norwegian-American Museum in Decorah.  While the exact construction date of 
the spring house is unknown, it was likely built in conjunction with the other outbuildings on the farmstead, with the house completed in 1860 
according the Winneshiek County Assessor’s webpage.  The front-gabled structure is oriented in a northwest-southeast direction and aligns with the 
creek running adjacent to the northeast wall.  Nearly 2 ft in thickness, the stone walls average roughly 5 ft in height and extend as high as 8.5 ft to 
the gable peaks.  The only wall openings include the southeast-facing entrance and a small, centrally-located window overlooking the creek to the 
northeast.  While not situated over an active spring, water was piped into the building from the creek for cooling purposes. Although the frame roof 
and wood floor have long since deteriorated, some of the original equipment used in the spring house still remain, including several milk tanks and 
metal piping.  

SHPO 96-00162Name Rovang Spring House See Appendix A A69ID 097-08-11-01

»Rodney Rovang, personal communication, 6/27/20
»Beacon. Summary of Parcel 151620000300, Winneshiek County, Iowa.  Available at http://www.beacon.schneidercorp.com.  Accessed November 
2020. (2020)
»Johnson, Steven L., Rev. Donald Berg, and Charles Langton. An Intensive Historical Site Survey of the Washington Prairie Settlement.  
Winneshiek County Historic Preservation Commission.  Submitted to the Iowa Bureau of Historic Preservation, Contract No. 19-89-40045A.007.  
Copies available from Winneshiek County Historic Preservation Commission, Decorah, Iowa. (1990)
»Sparks, Charles H. History of Winneshiek County, Iowa.  Riverside Printing House, Milwaukee, Wisconsin. (1877)

The Cote House is shrouded in mystery and intrigue, a stone relic of a once prosperous farmstead that has now stood vacant for decades.  The two-
story, side-gabled structure features a basement, round arched windows, and entrances located along the north and east walls.  In particular, the east 
wall entrance is centered and at one time was enclosed by a frame porch, with the basement entrance located just to the south with stone retaining 
walls and steps leading below ground.  A majority of the west wall has collapsed into the basement, but aerial images indicate that a large frame 
addition once extended off of this wall until at least 2002, which may have served as the main entrance to the house.  The bright red discoloration of 
the stone, the result of intense heat, suggests that this addition was destroyed by fire.  The stone used to construct the house is a soft limestone that 
is identical to the material used to build the nearby Washington Prairie Methodist Church and Branhagen outbuildings, possibly originating from 
the same quarry.  In fact, numerous inscriptions into the soft stone can be found on the exterior of the north wall that include initials and dates such 
as “G. M. O.,” “J. G. O.,” and “Geo. Swennes.”  Little is known about the history of the property aside from what can be gleaned from historic maps 
and brief county history excerpts.  The earliest affiliation to the property is with a G. (Gulbrand) Gulbrandson who settled in Winneshiek County 
with his wife in 1852 after traveling from Norway.  Mr. Gulbrandson would eventually pass on July 28th of 1903, with the farmstead acquired by a 
G. M. Oyloe soon after by 1905.  This name would correspond with the initials “G. M. O.” found on the north wall, suggesting that the inscriptions 
observed in the stone may represent previous owners or occupants of the home.  The barn and outbuildings have long since been removed from the 
property, although depressions corresponding with the cistern/well and outhouse can still be observed near the northwest corner of the house.  The 
disintegrating stone frame is the last standing attribute of the original farmstead, serving as a monument to the early Norwegian pioneers of the 
prairie.
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»Bailey, Edwin C. Past and Present of Winneshiek County, Iowa.  2 vols.  The S. J. Clarke Publishing Company, Chicago. (1913)
»Sparks, Charles H. History of Winneshiek County, Iowa.  Riverside Printing House, Milwaukee, Wisconsin. (1877)
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When the first Czech pioneers began arriving in Spillville between 1854 and 1855, worship services were initially held at St. Clement Church 
located approximately one mile south of town.   As the building could only hold a congregation of around 60 people, a larger church was quickly 
required as families continued to settle the area.  Over the fall and winter of 1859, locally quarried limestone and rafter timbers acquired from the 
“big woods” located approximately 20 mi south of Spillville were accumulated in preparation for the new facility.  On May 16, 1860, construction 
of St. Wenceslaus Catholic Church began that was completed by the parishioners on September 28th of the same year when it was dedicated on St. 
Wenceslaus Day to honor the patron saint of Bohemia.  Modeled after St. Barbara’s Cathedral in their native homeland of Kutna Hora, 
Czechoslovakia (Bohemia), the church was enlarged in 1869 to its present day cross-shaped layout with the additions of the north and south wings, 
sanctuary, and bell tower.  The structure lacks any basement and is built directly over bedrock with 26 in wide stone walls that increase to 40 in 
wide where the bell tower is supported.  An organ built by the Pfeffer Organ Company of St. Louis, Missouri, was installed in 1876 that was played 
by the composer Antonin Dvorak during the summer of 1893 while he served as the church organist during his stay in Spillville.  The Grotto of Our 
Lady of Lourdes adjoining the church along the southeast wall was built in 1907 and features an early example of cast stone construction, a form for 
rock-faced concrete block.  Originally, the church floor consisted of wooden floor joists directly over the soil, which quickly deteriorated.  This was 
replaced by concrete and terra cotta tiles in 1908, with the current church pews installed at this time as well.  The bell tower holds four bells that are 

4–6 ft in size, the oldest donated by the founder of Spillville Joseph Spielman and the most recent donated by local John Klimesh in 1934.  Other 
improvements include the installation of the ornate stained glass windows from Bohemia in 1889, construction of the concrete steps leading from 
the street to the church in 1910, and restoration of the organ in 1996.  Today, St. Wenceslaus Church can seat over 500 parishioners and is 
considered the oldest Czech Catholic Church in America.

SHPO 96-00565Name St. Wenceslaus Church See Appendix A A73ID 097-09-01-01

»Benda, Fr. Frank and Beatrice E. Sbiral. Official Iowa Site Inventory Form for St. Wenceslaus Church and Cemetery. Site Inventory Number 
96-00565. On file, State Historic Preservation Office of Iowa, Des Moines. (1984)
»Gardner, Wanda (editor). A Self-Guiding Auto Tour of Winneshiek County, Iowa. Originally published 1987. Winneshiek County Historic 
Preservation Commission, Decorah, Iowa. (2005)
»Klimesh, Steven A. National Register of Historic Places Nomination: St. Wenceslaus Catholic Church, Winneshiek County, Iowa. On file, State 
Historic Preservation Office of Iowa, Des Moines. (2009)

The St. Wenceslaus Parochial School, also known as the “Old School,” is the oldest standing Czech Parochial School in America.  Built in 1870, 
the two-story stone masonry structure features hollow-cavity walls designed for insulation against temperature and moisture, comprised of dressed, 
rough-cut limestone bonded by lime mortar and loosely filled with limestone rubble.  The exterior surface contains a veneer of lime concrete stucco 
that is scribed to imitate coursed ashlar (i.e., cut block) except for the west façade, where the stucco is troweled to a smooth finish.  A partial 
basement, thought to have initially been a small cellar that was later excavated out, is found below the south section of the building with a concrete 
floor and stone walls that are over 6 ft in height.  A crawl space is found below the north section.  The exterior basement entrance is found at the 
center of the west wall between two room-sized frame additions, the northernmost of which connects through a doorway to the kitchen.  A two-story 
masonry tower projects from the center of the east façade, with the main entrance found at the base.  Originally, there were separate entrances for 
boys and girls on either side of the tower that were later partially filled and converted to window openings.  As a parochial school, roughly 70–115 
students would be under instruction at one time depending on the season, with the second floor functioning as a living space for the schoolmaster 
and family.  The school’s first teacher was J. J. (Jan Josef) Kovarik whose oldest son, Josef Jan, studied music in Prague and is responsible for 
bringing the composer Antonin Dvorak to Spillville in the summer of 1893.  In fact, Dvorak edited and performed American Quartet (Opus 96) and 
American Quintet (Opus 97) for the first time in the music room of the school house, with members of the Kovorik family accompanying him who 
were living on the second floor at the time.  Due to overcrowding, a new brick parish school house was built immediately to the north on the same 
lot in 1901 and held classes until the building was raised in 1954.  With the establishment of the new school facility at the beginning of the 
twentieth century, the original parochial school became a home for teaching nuns in addition to serving as a boarding house for up to as many as 35 
students.  The first major remodeling of the school occurred in 1917 when the first floor was renovated to be used as a convent, including the 
addition of the basement, central heating, and electricity.  Later in 1927, the chapel and sacristy were added to the south end of the building.  
Additional rehabilitative work was conducted in the early 2000s and consisted of such improvements as furnace replacement, foundation wall 
repairs, restoration of the exterior stucco surfaces, and installation of the standing seam steel roof.  Despite closing the convent in the late 1970s, 
substantial efforts have been put toward restoring and preserving St. Wenceslaus Parochial School, which continues to serve as an exemplary 
example of nineteenth century Late Victorian school house design and national historical significance.
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»Gardner, Wanda (editor). A Self-Guiding Auto Tour of Winneshiek County, Iowa. Originally published 1987. Winneshiek County Historic 
Preservation Commission, Decorah, Iowa. (2005)
»Klimesh, Michael F. National Register of Historic Places Nomination: Saint Wenceslaus Parochial School, Winneshiek County, Iowa. On file, 
State Historic Preservation Office of Iowa, Des Moines. (2009)
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The Bily Clock Museum is a two-story brick-faced, stone-sided structure of Italianate style, featuring a flat roof, window hood moldings, and 
cornice quoining in brick.  Round arch windows with stone sills and a wide entry are found with the principal façade in brick, with pointed arch 
windows found with the limestone sides.  The building was constructed in 1859 by Jacob Schmitt, a tinsmith who arrived from Bavaria in 1857, on 
a lot purchased from the founder of Spillville, Joseph Spielman.  The brick was fired in a kiln located in Cresco, Iowa, while the native stone was 
obtained from a local quarry located approximately 3 mi east of town.  Upon completion, the newly constructed building was used both as a home 
for Jacob’s wife and six children, and a tin shop in which he could apply his trade.  Divided into the two sections, the north half and entire second 
floor were the living quarters, while the south half of the first floor was where Jacob produced and sold common household items such as kettles, 
ladles, milk pails, coffee pots, and many more utensils.  The Schmitt family would temporarily move out of their house over the summer of 1893 
when the famous Czech composer Antonin Dvorak rented the upper floor to stay with his family.  Following Jacob’s death in 1913, the building 
would be under brief ownership of Frank Suchan before being sold to Wenzel Bina in 1915.  The Bina family would live in the building for another 
30 years before the Bily brothers Joseph and Frank acquired the property in 1945.  Joseph and Frank were farmers and carpenters who took up 
woodcarving as a hobby over the winter months, building their first clock in 1913.  Over the next 25 years the Bily brothers would construct by 
hand a vast array of unique wooden clocks, many featuring chimes and movable figures, which become world renown for their quality and detail.  
Despite the notoriety of their work, the Bily brothers never sold any of their clocks, even refusing an offer of one million dollars from Henry Ford in 
1928 for their 10 ft tall “Pioneer Clock.”  After purchasing the Bina house, the Bily brothers began moving their clocks from their farm over the 
next several years with the intent of converting the building into a museum to display their work, later donating the collection to the City of 
Spillville with the stipulation that their clocks never to be dispersed.  In 1948, the interior of the building was remodeled, moving the front stairway 
to the back, and replacing the interior basement access with a metal and concrete stair system.  A concrete block addition was also added to the rear 
to be used as restrooms, while the second floor was left essentially in its original state.  In need of additional space to operate as a museum, a brick 
addition (24 ft x 38 ft) was added to the west façade in 1998 to be used as a gift shop and office space.  Today, the Bily Clocks Museum continues 
to display the exquisitely crafted clocks made by the brothers Joseph and Frank, as well as many artifacts associated with Antonin Dvorak’s work 
and stay in Spillville.  The museum grounds also include several grave markers produced by local artisan Charles Andera, cousin of the Bily 
brothers and first museum manager, as well as the Martin Bouska Cabin (ca. 1854), America’s oldest Czech log school that was restored and 
relocated to the site in 1994.
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»Shirley Francis (Manager of the Bily Clocks Museum), personal communication, 11/10/20
»Decorah Newspapers. Winneshiek County, Iowa: Visions of the Past. Heritage House Publishing, Marceline, Missouri. (1998)
»Gardner, Wanda (editor). A Self-Guiding Auto Tour of Winneshiek County, Iowa. Originally published 1987. Winneshiek County Historic 
Preservation Commission, Decorah, Iowa. (2005)
»Gebhard, David and Gerald Mansheim. Buildings of Iowa. Oxford University Press, New York. (1993)

The two-story Wenzil Taylor Building is named after the proprietor who built the structure in 1871 to be used as a general merchandise store, and is 
the last surviving commercial building of Spillville’s original commercial district that was located at the south end of Main Street through the 
1870s.  The building’s construction is similar to the Bily Clocks Museum located several blocks north, including a flat roof and brick quoining with 
the rubble limestone sides.  However, the principal facade of the Wenzil Taylor Building is more architecturally elaborate, described as 
“brickmason’s vernacular Victorian Italianate” in style.  The brick front includes widely overhanging eaves with large brackets, window and main 
entry arches with dressed limestone keystones, and recessed brick panels and pilasters.  The window and entry arrangements along the native stone 
are somewhat irregular, with pointed arch windows associated with the second floor only.  A square brick addition (30 ft x 30 ft) was added to the 
west façade in 2002 and mimics the brick quoining found with the principal façade.  The original interior layout was plain, consisting of a single 
large room on each floor.  The basement contains three rooms, with the front half comprised of two continuously barrel-vaulted spaces that were 
likely used as brewery cellars.  A unique feature of the basement are two underground tunnels that were used during Prohibition.  Wenzil Taylor’s 
son, A. A. Novak, operated the family business until 1908, with several other proprietors continuing to utilize the building as a general store 
thereafter.  When the city of Spillville acquired the Wenzil Taylor Building over 40 years ago, it was in poor condition after sitting vacant for two 
decades following its use as a private residence.  The building was subsequently stabilized and restored following its listing on the National Register 
of Historic Places in 1979, and has served a variety of functions since, including as a bed and breakfast, as well as bar and restaurant.
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»Beacon. Summary of Parcel 141945102200, Winneshiek County, Iowa. Available at http://www.beacon.schneidercorp.com. Accessed December 
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»Gardner, Wanda (editor). A Self-Guiding Auto Tour of Winneshiek County, Iowa. Originally published 1987. Winneshiek County Historic 
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»Mozingo, Todd R. National Register of Historic Places Nomination: Wenzil Taylor Building, Winneshiek County, Iowa. On file, State Historic 
Preservation Office of Iowa, Des Moines. (1979)
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This two-story, brick-front commercial building has a flat roof and 2 ft thick walls comprised of coursed rubble limestone along the exterior of the 
west and south façades.  The most picturesque of these is the west wall, which features four second floor windows, a recessed first floor entrance, 
seven anchor plates, and a large mural of the public square gazebo that was once located at the intersection of Maryville St and Main St.  The rear of 
the building has a basement access and a wooden staircase leading to the two second floor entrances.  Dressed limestone keystones are located at the 
top of the all the windows, as well as the recessed entrances found with the stone portions of the building.  The principal brick façade has a roofline 
that features molded brackets and a wide molded frieze, while the first floor has a right bay recessed entrance, with the original left bay entrance 
now covered and replaced by a 1-light window.  Between the roofline and round arch windows are two date plates that read “A. Anderson 1872” 
and “J. P. Landin 1872.”  While the recorded construction date is 1890 for the building, these date plates would suggest an earlier establishment.  
John (Johan) P. Landin was born 1827 in Freesland, Sweden, arriving to Calmar in 1854.  At the time, the only building present was a shanty 
operating as a variety store and dwelling house that was run by Peter Clawson and Alf. Clark, Swedish natives who had arrived from California.  In 
addition to being the founders of Calmar, Clawson and Clark were also the first merchants and residents, with the location first known as Whiskey 
Grove in reference to a nearby grove of trees rumored to have served early bootleggers selling whiskey to soldiers and Native Americans of Fort 
Atkinson.  The name Calmar would be chosen shortly thereafter by Clark in tribute to his hometown located on Kalmar Sound in southeast Sweden.  
J. P. Landin would help survey the townsite of Calmar and later dig the first well, located in the center of the public square.  Due to his growing 
success, Landin would up a wood frame store of his own in 1855 close to the current location of the Timp Building that sold both wet and dry 
groceries, as well as whiskey and beer.  In fact, Landin would begin brewing himself in an underground cave nearby.  Landin’s store would 
eventually be torn down to make room for the new block in 1873, corresponding with the date plates found on the front of the building.  The new 
“Anderson & Landin” block would also house the Sons and Daughters Temperance Lodge and the Calmar Dramatic Club in its upper floors.  The 
Timp Building would serve as a dry goods and grocery store in the 1890s, incorporating a billiards room in the early 1900s, and later containing a 
toy shop and a drug and print store by 1927.  Today, the building continues as a bar and restaurant which features hand-painted murals from the 
early 1940s.
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»Martin Timp, personal communication, 6/16/20
»Bailey, Edwin C. Past and Present of Winneshiek County, Iowa. 2 vols. The S. J. Clarke Publishing Company, Chicago. (1913)
»Becker, Janee and Brennan Dolan. Official Iowa Site Inventory Form for Commercial Building at 102 E. Main Street, Calmar, Winneshiek 
County. Site Inventory Number 96-00697. On file, State Historic Preservation Office of Iowa, Des Moines. (2015)
»Sparks, Charles H. History of Winneshiek County, Iowa. Riverside Printing House, Milwaukee, Wisconsin. (1877)

Situated at the base of the upland, this root cellar is constructed of a crushed lime mortar and coursed rubble limestone walls that are nearly 1.5 ft 
thick.  The arched entry measures 9 ft wide, with the height expanding from 3.5 ft at the entrance to nearly 5 ft of clearance near the center.  The 
structure extends approximately 13 ft to the rear, which has experienced partial wall collapse and sediment infilling, but otherwise remains in 
remarkably good condition.  The root cellar represents one of the last remaining elements of the Peter Meyer pioneer farmstead that disappeared 
nearly 100 years ago.  Peter was born on January 20, 1821 in his native homeland of Germany, the son of Sebastian and Catharine Meyer.  After 
emigrating to Richmond, Virginia in 1846, Peter would go on to work in a rolling mill in Wheeling, West Virginia, eventually marrying another 
German native Miss Barbara Schmitt on June 19, 1849.  They would both arrive in Winneshiek County in 1854, purchasing 200 ac west of Calmar 
that would become a prosperous agricultural enterprise.  Peter and Barbara would have 11 children together, with the family farm eventual run by 
their son (also named Peter) through the turn of the century.  The property would come under ownership of a N. M. Nelson sometime in the early 
1900s, with the farmstead vacated and the outbuildings razed by 1940.  While the root cellar may be the last extant structure remaining from the 
farmstead, foundational remnants can still be found in the vicinity.  Since the removal of the Meyer farmstead, Lake Meyer Park has been 
established nearby that features a 38 ac man-made lake, recreational trails, campsites, and an education center (Lake Meyer Nature Center).
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The Klimesh House represents a unique example of Central European-influenced architecture and one of the early pioneer homes in Sumner 
Township that was constructed by John Klimesh.  Born in April of 1829 in Zverkovice, Bohemia, John studied the art of stone masonry from his 
father before emigrating to the United States in 1854.  The farmstead began as an 80 acre parcel which was purchased on January 1, 1855, with his 
family speculating that John spent his first winter in a cabin constructed of logs leftover after the abandonment of historic Ft. Atkinson.  Mr. 
Klimesh would marry Anna Mikota in 1856 and increase his landholding to 200 acres.  From here the farm would flourish, increasing from 200 
pounds of butter produced and 30 acres of prairie cultivated in 1860, to 750 pounds of butter produced and 100 acres cultivated by 1870.  While the 
couple’s first home was a small log “hut,” this would soon be replaced by a stone house constructed (ca. 1857) using the same practices John was 
taught by his farther in Bohemia.  With a steeply pitched gable roof and a previously attached summer kitchen, the residence could be considered 
reminiscent of an architectural style that is described as Pennsylvanian German Traditional.  The two-story summer kitchen was a frame structure 
with a one-story open porch that was found near the north end of the west façade but was torn down following a fire, which is why it is no longer 
seen today.  The stone house also had several lean-to’s/porches over the entrances that have long since been disappeared.  One of the more 
substantial of these additions was a lean-to extending along the entire east façade that was likely where the original entrance to the house was 
located.  This addition would later burn down as well, however brick has been placed in the wood joists where the lean-to was attached to the 
building, making the outline of this addition still visible today.  Several of the original entrances at some point were filled and plastered-over, 
including one toward the northeast corner the house that has been closed using a variety of objects that include random stones, brick, and modern 
materials.  Despite these modifications, much of the residence remains true to its original appearance, outside of some small patching in the 
stonework and the replacement of several windows and doors.  Of particular interest are two heart-shaped holes lined with brick that are found on 
the north façade toward the gable peak.  These openings were supposedly used to collected pigeons, which would enter this portion of the house to 
roost much like domesticated chickens.  John Klimesh would apply his mastery of stone masonry to other projects outside the farm, including 
constructing a local church and the abutments for a county bridge.  The stone house west of Spillville represents one of his first applications in the 
United States of the stonemasonry he learned from his father Bohemia, with the farmstead remaining in the Klimesh family to this day.

SHPO 96-00795Name Klimesh House See Appendix A A85ID 097-10-01-01

»Becker, Janee and Shay Gooder.  Official Iowa Site Inventory Form for the Klimesh House, Winneshiek County.  Site Inventory Number 
96-00795. (2021)

The Shatek Barn is an interesting example of rural vernacular stonemasonry featuring random uncoursed limestone rubble walls, as well as 
irregularly shaped and arranged window and entrance openings.  Hewn timber lintels are associated with several of these windows where large 
machine-cut nails could be observed.  The 7 ft high walls are roughly 2 ft thick and are comprised primarily of surface collected field limestone, 
although several instances of rounded glacial till cobbles, such as granite and basalt, are integrated at isolated locations.  The slanted frame roof 
incorporates a large loft area that spans the length of the structure, with the wooden floor joists set into the stone walls.  The interior is a 
combination dirt floor and poured concrete pad, with several rounded timber posts supporting the loft area. Several modifications to the structure 
have occurred over the years, including the installation of ribbed metal paneling along the roof/loft area and alterations to the entrances as evidenced 
by the presence of red brick and poured concrete mortar.  Lower portions of the limestone walls commonly exhibit a polished gleam interpreted to 
originate from abundant contact with livestock resulting in rounded edges and smoothed surfaces.  According to the Winneshiek County Assessor’s 
webpage, the barn was constructed sometime at the turn of the century around the year 1900.

SHPOName Shatek Barn See Appendix A A87ID 097-10-02-01
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2020. (2020)

The beginning of Glenwood Lutheran Church starts in 1854 with the “Lille Iowa Menighed,” or the Little Iowa Congregation, with Rev. Nils 
Brandt serving as the rotating missionary between the congregations throughout the area (Madison, Washington Prairie, Stavanger, Calmar, 
Decorah, and Glenwood).  Vihelm Koren, one of the founders of Luther College, would later serve as pastor to the nearby congregational churches 
until 1883 when Rev. Nils Amlund accepted a call to the Glenwood Lutheran Church.  The first constitution of the Glenwood congregation was 
adopted shortly thereafter on March 17, 1885.  The first Glenwood church was a 30 x 40 ft frame building constructed in 1856 and painted white 
inside, with the lumber shipped from Lansing, Iowa.  As the Glenwood settlement quickly grew, so did the need for a new and larger church.  A 
committee was formed to plan the building of such a church from stone, with the plans drawn by the architect Griese of Cleveland, Ohio, who also 
designed the Washington Prairie Lutheran Church and the first Main building at Luther College.  Jens Olson Kaasa of Chicago served as the 
contractor overseeing the operation in which native limestone was procured from a quarry located 2.5 mi north of the building site.  The church 
foundation was laid in 1869, with the original frame church moved one-half mile south.  The walls, roof, and stone portion of the tower were raised 
in the spring of 1870, and the keystone at the top of the large arched window above the entrance bears this date.  Following completion of the inside 
finishing work by Olaus W. Erickson of Lansing, Iowa, the new Glenwood Lutheran Church was dedicated on November 4, 1874.  The frame 
portion of the tower was erected in 1882, extending the total height to 140 ft, half of which is limestone.  The spire on top would later be completed 
in 1892.  The parish hall (32 x 65 ft) was erected in 1916 as a separate building from the church, a frame structure with combination cinder block 
and rock-faced concrete block foundation.  The Sunday School unit (35 x 70 ft) at east end would subsequently be built in 1954 and serve to 
connect the parish hall with the main church, providing handicap access to both buildings.  Constructed by limestone procured from the same quarry 
as the church, the Sunday School unit would be the result of volunteer labor by relatives of the original builders of the church.  The most recent 
addition is the elevator unit (20 x 35 ft) at the west end that also connects the church with the parish hall.  Constructed from native limestone 
quarried by several congregation members, this building would be dedicated in 1995.
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The setting around the Sampson House has changed significantly over the years.  The once bustling farmstead has lost many of its original 
outbuildings, with the surrounding agricultural fields now fallow with the encroachment of dense woodland environments.  The original entryway to 
the house, accessed by the wrap-around porch, actually faced south toward a former alignment of the road that previously ran on the west side of the 
property.  When acquired by the current owners in 1989, the stone house was in a state of severe disrepair and the family was advised to demolish 
the structure.  Not willing to give up on such a rare and unique pioneer home, the family persevered through over two decades of restorative work.  
The exterior septic system would be replaced, and the foundation would be stabilized, including replacing the bare earth basement floor with 
concrete.  A large frame addition (20 x 40 ft) encompassing the entirety of the north façade would be added in 1992 for additional living space, and 
the rapidly deteriorating wrap-around porch with be replaced with a modern one closely resembling its original appearance.  The mortar joints of the 
rough-cut native stone would be repointed in stages, an ongoing process that would be completed in the early 2000s by local stonemasons.  Thanks 
to these renovations, the house will have the opportunity to tell its history for generations to come.  The property was first acquired in 1853 by 
Thomas E. Stanton, one of the earliest settlers in Glenwood Township, with the residence built several years later.  In 1867, ownership would come 
under Peter Olsen, a pioneer industrialist of the township who the following year would build a water-powered flour mill of stone along Trout Run a 
short distance from the house.  But perhaps the most remarkable story to occur with the property is associated with one of the earliest murder cases 
tried in Winneshiek County.  When Peter Peterson Krogsund purchased the farmstead in 1877, he became known as an “well-to-do” farmer who 
was exacting about individual land rights that created tension with adjacent property owners.  When his cattle trespassed onto his neighbor Hans 
Hansen Skjerdahl’s property, Hans would pen the livestock up and request financial compensation in order for Peter to reclaim them.  Refusing to 
oblige, Peter would go to retrieve his cattle, ignoring Hans’ warning not to touch the fence.  As Hans approached with his revolver in hand, Peter 
would defend himself with a stick, provoking Hans to shoot him in the forehead.  Peter would pass away later that night from his injuries, and Hans 
would plead guilty to the murder charges in front of a grand jury.  A tumultuous moment in the early pioneer history in Winneshiek County!

SHPO 96-00794Name Sampson House See Appendix A A91ID 098-07-02-01

»Becker, Janee and Shay Gooder.  Official Iowa Site Inventory Form for the Sampson House, Winneshiek County.  Site Inventory Number 
96-00794. (2021)

This milk house is part of the farmstead originally established by Engel Mikelson (also spelled Mikkason and McKalson), one of the early settlers of 
Winneshiek County.  Born to Mikel and Anna Samuelson in April of 1834, Engel was educated and raised on the family farm in Norway, learning 
both practical and progressive agricultural methods from his father.  At the age of 22, Engel would leave his native homeland for America, settling 
in Winneshiek County in 1857 to begin applying his knowledge of farming.  What started as 80 ac quickly grew to 360 ac of improved and 
developed farmland, in addition to running a successful dairy operation that included breeding of thoroughbred stock.  Engle would marry Sarah 
Dahle in June of 1865, a native of Norway who arrived in Winneshiek County with her mother in 1860.  They would go on to have 10 children 
together and Engel would become widely respected in local business circles for his “high standards of integrity and his honorable dealings.”  While 
the Winneshiek County Assessor’s webpage indicates that the milk house was constructed in 1900, this date was likely earlier given the 
establishment of the Mikelson farm and the importance of the dairy operation.  The small square building features a hipped pyramid roof with 
overhanging eaves and stone walls that are nearly 2 ft thick and average roughly 7 ft in height.  A central, recessed entry and single central window 
are found along the south and east façades respectively, both of which extend to the roofline.  As part of the dairy operation, water would be 
pumped by wind into a holding tank within the milk house, which was used for cooling and separating the cream.  The water would then be drained 
into the cistern on the north side of the building, which in turn would be transported to a watering trough located in the cattle yard to the northeast.  
Today, both the well and cistern have been sealed with poured concrete.  Within the last 15 years the milk house has received several improvements, 
including repointing of the stone, replacing the asphalt shingles with more historically accurate cedar shingles, and installing a wooden cupola that 
mimics the same ones found with the barn.

SHPOName Mikelson Milk House See Appendix A A93ID 098-08-01-01

»James R. Boeding, personal communication, 7/22/20
»Bailey, Edwin C. Past and Present of Winneshiek County, Iowa. 2 vols. The S. J. Clarke Publishing Company, Chicago. (1913)
»Beacon. Summary of Parcel 111830000500, Winneshiek County, Iowa. Available at http://www.beacon.schneidercorp.com. Accessed November 
2020. (2020)
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The Reardon House has been referred to by many names over the years given its unique history, including the Big Spring Hotel and Saloon and the 
Old Wepler Locker Stone House.  Located at a site that was commonly referred to as “Bottle Hill,” the origin of the two-story limestone building is 
affiliated with a German emigrant named Jacob Haas.  Born on July 16, 1834 in Baden, Germany, Jacob immigrated to American in 1853 where he 
would learn the blacksmith trade in Maryland and eventually marry his wife Margaret Rice there in 1857.  Shortly after their marriage, the Haas 
family temporarily relocated to Dubuque, Iowa, before finally settling in Decorah in 1859.  Jacob would work as a blacksmith until enlistment in 
1862, serving as a farrier for nearly three years with the Sixth Iowa Calvary in the Civil War.  Afterwards, he would return to Decorah to engage in 
farming and operation of a saloon and wayside inn conveniently located at the juncture of two former roads, one of which was a State Road 
established in 1853.  In 1876, Jacob would purchase a meat market that is represented by the brick and concrete block building located on the 
property.  His son Charles would soon own and manage the business by 1882, the only locker plant located in Decorah, with a Walter Wepler the 
last proprietor who operated the facility for nearly 50 years.  The Reardon House embodies three styles of stonemasonry represented by three 
distinct sections that can be separated as the west half, east half, and the north addition.  The east half (16 x 24 ft) and the north addition (21 x 24 
ft), which covers the entire north façade, were likely established first as the living quarters and possibly the blacksmith shop where Jacob applied his 
trade when his family first settled in the county.  While a construction date of 1868 is suggested, the house and the associated addition were likely 
built prior to Jacob’s enlistment and departure for the Civil War in 1862.  The west half (16 x 30 ft), which features numerous pointed arch windows 
and several entrances, was probably an addition for the saloon and hotel Jacob ran upon his return from the war, and hence more accurate to the 
proposed 1868 construction date.  Interestingly, the west half of the building contains an above-ground cistern in the northeast corner on the first 
floor, as well as a subsurface cistern located just outside the south entrance area.  The interior cistern may potentially be original to the house and 
was incorporated with the west addition.  A combination frame porch and cinder block garage (16 x 23 ft) were once attached at the west end that 
have since collapsed.  The last alterations occurred in the 1980s when the building was stabilized, including removal of the original stucco, 
installation of new cedar shingles, and the addition of a new brick chimney.  Given its possible function as an early roadside inn and saloon, a 
historical rarity to both the community and the state of Iowa, the Reardon House is considered potentially eligible for inclusion to the National 
Register of Historic Places.

SHPO 96-00422Name Reardon House See Appendix A A95ID 098-08-02-01

»Alexander, W. E. History of Winneshiek and Allamakee Counties, Iowa. Western Publishing Company, Sioux City, Iowa. (1882)
»Bailey, Edwin C. Past and Present of Winneshiek County, Iowa. 2 vols. The S. J. Clarke Publishing Company, Chicago. (1913)
»Strand, Adrian. Official Iowa Site Inventory Form for the Decorah Locker. Site Inventory Number 96-00422. On file, State Historic Preservation 
Office of Iowa, Des Moines. (1988)
»Strandberg, Sarah. Strand Wants to Restore Bygone Era. Decorah Public Opinion 5 January, Volume 99, Issue 1:A-1, A-5. Decorah, Iowa. (1993)

The Trytten House is a two-story masonry building oriented in a northeast-southwest direction along Pole Line Road near Decorah.  Construction of 
the stone house started in 1856 by Charles R. Child, supposedly by laying a course of stone in the morning and then working in the fields in the 
afternoon until completion.  Originally, a large frame addition was attached to the southwest façade which was the only way to access the 2nd floor 
of the stone house, as there was no internal staircase.  The addition would later disappear due to a likely fire, but a foundation outline over one foot 
wide and encompassing a rectangular depression (roughly 18 x 30 ft) can still be observed as a faint discoloration in the grass.  The exterior has 
received little in modifications outside of the cedar paneling along the southwest façade where the frame addition was attached.  The 14 ft high 
walls are comprised of regular coursed native limestone that extend to 20 ft at the gable ends.  Dating as far back as the 1940s, the exterior 
stonework was actually covered by stucco, which undoubtedly assisted in the remarkable preservation of the structure that continues today.  A later 
addition to the house, the northeast gable end has a projected first floor entrance set in cinder block and overlain by poured concrete steps that lead 
toward a recessed entrance at the center of the second floor.  The oak-framed interior was simply designed, consisting of a single room on each 
floor, a small first floor bathroom in the corner, and no basement.  Numerous renovations have since occurred, including the addition of a concrete 
floor with in-floor heating, installation of a spiral staircase for second floor access, and the insulation and replastering of the walls and ceiling.  
Today, the Trytten House is utilized as a guest house that can comfortably accommodate 7-9 individuals, complete with a bathroom, kitchen, and 
two bedrooms.

SHPOName Trytten House See Appendix A A97ID 098-08-03-01

»Dick Trytten, personal communication, January 8, 2021
»Beacon. Summary of Parcel 110720200200, Winneshiek County, Iowa.  Available at http://www.beacon.schneidercorp.com.  Accessed November 
2020. (2020)
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This small stone outbuilding represents a utilitarian application of vernacular stonemasonry and is constructed in very similar fashion to the 
Ashmore-Jewell Ice House.  The 8 ft high walls are over 1.5 ft thick and comprised of regular coursed, rough-cut limestone that has been locally 
quarried.  The wood frame gable roof was painted red at one point and likely served as a loft area, with the original wood shingles replaced by a tee-
panel standing seam tin roof.  The interior stonework has been covered by a lime concrete stucco painted in a pale red/pinkish hue, and a central 
wall divides the building into two halves.  The west half features the main recessed entrance, with a single window on the north and south façades.  
Internally there is a concrete floor and a concrete holding tank, as well as a metal water pump toward the center of the room.  The east half features 
an expansive entrance along the south façade that is 7 ft wide, possibly suggesting this portion being used for machinery storage.  At the rear of the 
building there is a central opening extending to the wood frame that appears to have previously been modified and since boarded over.  Based on 
the layout of the Ashmore-Jewell Ice House, this was originally an entry door.  In addition to the magnificent brick house, this ice house is one of 
several buildings associated with the Charles (C. O.) Moore farmstead.  A native of Illinois, Charles acquired the property when he turned his 
attention to farming, later marrying a Gustavia Erickson from Norway.  Charles was a well-respected member of the agricultural community, serving 
two elected terms from 1898 to 1904 as a member of the Board of Supervisors representing the 5th District (Decorah and Madison Townships).  
Charles and his wife would later relocate to Decorah in 1911 following his retirement from farming.  Both the milk house and the barn feature the 
same stone and mortar and were likely constructed simultaneously, with the latter constructed in 1912 according the Winneshiek County Assessor’s 
website.  Today, the property is under ownership of Luther College and contains the community gardens in which students use sustainable 
cultivation practices to grow organic food that is used on campus.

SHPOName Luther College Ice House See Appendix A A99ID 098-08-04-01

»Bailey, Edwin C. Past and Present of Winneshiek County, Iowa. 2 vols. The S. J. Clarke Publishing Company, Chicago. (1913)
»Beacon. Summary of Parcel 110810000300, Winneshiek County, Iowa. Available at http://www.beacon.schneidercorp.com. Accessed November 
2020. (2020)

This ice house is one of the few buildings still remaining from the once flourishing English colony of Winneshiek County which consisted of 
roughly 30 families that settled in the area between 1867 and 1885.  Captain A. J. Ashmore left a career in the British army to pursue a life in 
agriculture, arriving to Decorah in 1867 where land was available and business opportunities more abundant.  Ashmore would purchase the 320 ac 
farm the next year, building the house and other outbuildings on the property before selling in 1874 when his family moved to a new home in West 
Decorah.  Jacob Jewell and his son Frank would continue operating the farmstead as the new owners until 1929 when Luther College purchased the 
acreage.  At this time, the college was trying to remain self-sufficient and seeking additional sources of income, but the purchase was seen as a 
dubious investment given the perceived financial risks.  Despite the controversy, the farmstead persevered and went on to provide a variety of food 
products to the college in the 1930s and 1940s, as well as student employment opportunities through the 1960s.  The one-story ice house has 
simply-dressed courses of limestone laid up to form 1.5 ft thick walls that create a cool place for storing ice and preserving food as initially intended 
prior to refrigeration.  The construction is quite similar to that of the ice house located at the Luther College community gardens, suggesting 
possible affiliation to the same English colony and/or stonemason.  A wooden plank wall separates the interior with a ceiling boxing off the smaller 
of the two sections to form a room that contains a concrete floor, a concrete tank, and a hand pump.  This room was initially surrounded by ice but 
was later used as a milk house when the college ran the farmstead as a dairy operation until 1963 before converting to a feeding operation.  The 
larger section of the building contains an entry door at the gable end which has a raised threshold of limestone, with the room floor actually 
positioned 3 ft below the door sill.  The ice house has been restored to preserve its historic integrity and presence, while also offering a glimpse into 
early Iowa agricultural life against the backdrop of Luther College and the Decorah community.

SHPO 96-00005Name Ashmore-Jewell Ice House See Appendix A A101ID 098-08-04-02

»Gardner, Wanda (editor). A Self-Guiding Auto Tour of Winneshiek County, Iowa. Originally published 1987. Winneshiek County Historic 
Preservation Commission, Decorah, Iowa. (2005)
»Hanson, Rebecca. National Register of Historic Places Nomination: Luther College Farm, Winneshiek County, Iowa. On file, State Historic 
Preservation Office of Iowa, Des Moines. (1979)

The Pioneer Memorial at Luther College is one of the more architecturally fascinating structures on campus, featuring a concrete and stone outdoor 
chapel complete with a hollowed-out tree trunk pulpit and a monument commemorating the first college president Rev. Laur. Larsen who served 
from 1861 through 1902.  Located near the historic campus entrance at the intersection of Leif Erickson Drive and Ohio Street, the memorial is 
situated just south of the historic Koren Hall.  During the tenure of O. J. H. Preus (1932–1948), Luther College alumni commissioned the artist 
Tarkjel Landsuerk, a Norwegian immigrant who settled in southeast Minnesota, to design a tribute to mark the centennial birthday of Laur. Larsen.  
Built first in 1933, the Larsen monument is a rectangular block (7 x 8 ft) structure extending over 12 ft in height and placed at the center of large 
limestone slab pedestal (32 x 36 ft).  Featured on the monument is a bronze relief bust of Rev. Laur. Larsen set in a large granite boulder embedded 
in the limestone block.  The Pioneer Memorial would later be expanded in 1936 to celebrate Luther College’s 75th Anniversary with the addition of 
the limestone wall and concrete tree pulpit behind the Larson monument.  The curved wall spans 57 ft and measures 30 in above ground surface at 
its lowest point and over 10 ft at its highest elevation.  Set into the stone of the wall are nine bronze plaques honoring the founding Lutheran 
congregations and pioneers of the college, with a bronze relief bust of the first Main Building at the center in honor of Luther College’s Diamond 
Jubilee.  Immediately in front of the wall is a concrete tree trunk pulpit that is open at the back and constructed of stones set into the concrete to 
resemble bark on a stump.  Probably the most visually captivating feature of the Pioneer Memorial is the unusual native limestone that was chosen 
by Tarkjel Landsuerk.  A product of the area’s Karst topography, the deep holes which pockmark the stone are formed when smaller pores in Galena 
dolomite are widened by slightly acidic groundwater, resulting in the “popcorn” texture.

SHPO 96-00775Name Luther College Pioneer Memorial See Appendix A A103ID 098-08-04-03

»Gebhard, David and Gerald Mansheim. Buildings of Iowa. Oxford University Press, New York. (1993)
»Olive, Jan. Official Iowa Site Inventory Form for Luther College Campus Historic District at 700 College Drive, Decorah, Winneshiek County. 
Site Inventory Number 96-00775. On file, State Historic Preservation Office of Iowa, Des Moines. (2019)

Page B18



Complete Comments

This single story, side-gabled spring house is one of the remaining buildings associated with an earlier farmstead located at the north end of Decorah 
near the Luther College campus.  Historic plat maps depict the farmstead as early as 1886, however the Winneshiek County Assessor’s webpage 
indicates that the house was built in 1926 and the spring house, identified as a frame shed, constructed in 1940.  Built into the backslope, the 
principal façade faces College Drive and consists of nearly 7 ft high walls with a centered, recessed entry with a single recessed window on either 
side.  No other openings are present with the structure, with less than 25 in of wall exposure associated with the rear of the building that is set into 
the upland landform.  Closer inspection reveals this wall to be constructed of cinder block and is likely the result of replacing the original wall due 
to collapse from slopewash and sediment weight.  This is supported by the installation of a rain gutter along the roofline at the rear only, as well as 
the addition of poured concrete along the exterior of the wall to deter moisture accumulation.  The remaining walls of the spring house are of stone, 
although the precise composition is difficult to accurately assess given the course application of stucco that has been painted white.  However, a few 
small locations where the stucco has been compromised revealed what appears to be random uncoursed limestone rubble masonry. Several 
limestone slab retaining walls can be found around the building, including slab steps on the southeast side, which may be original to the farmstead.  
Today, the spring house is no longer functional and is currently used for storage.

SHPOName Stille Spring House See Appendix A A105ID 098-08-05-01

»Beacon. Summary of Parcel 111610200800, Winneshiek County, Iowa. Available at http://www.beacon.schneidercorp.com. Accessed November 
2020. (2020)
»Warner, George E. and C. M. Foote. Plat Book of Winneshiek County, Iowa. Warner and Foote, Minneapolis. (1886)

There is a colorful history behind this isolated “cave” along Locust Road, reputed as once being a “last chance saloon” where bootleggers would 
hide and secretly distribute their moonshine, and as well as a storage facility for dynamite during the construction of the road.  The real story behind 
the stone structure, according to Virginia (Frye) Goodyear, was that it was built as a root cellar for cold storage and was associated with a house 
previously located along the road in 1898 that was owned by Ernest (Ernie) Halse.  Indeed, an 1886 plat map depiction does indicate that a 
residence was once located inside the bend representing a previous alignment of Locust Rd.  Halse would later move the house further north to a 
farm he purchased in Section 4 that became known as the Ronan Land and Wood Company.  The grandfather of Virginia Goodyear, Frank Frye, 
would acquire this farm from the Halse family in 1936 through a trade of his residential West Decorah property consisting of a brick house and 
three lots, as well as a cash consideration in the deal.  Today, the root cellar is all that remains of where Ernest Halse first settled near Decorah.  The 
barrel vaulted chamber is positioned along the base of steeply sloping upland backslope and is constructed of native rubble limestone likely 
obtained from nearby outcrops.  The 11 ft wide entrance is 5.5 ft high but expands to 7 ft of clearance toward the rear of the root cellar where a 
nearly square (20 x 28 in) “vent” at the top of wall extends through the back of the stone ceiling.  Despite a recent reconstruction project of Locust 
Rd, the Halse Root Cellar was preserved and remains in great condition, representing a unique roadside historical marker for passing motorists to 
observe.

SHPOName Halse Cold Storage See Appendix A A107ID 098-08-06-01

»Warner, George E. and C. M. Foote. Plat Book of Winneshiek County, Iowa. Warner and Foote, Minneapolis. (1886)
»Weis, Roz. Save this cave! Decorah Journal 26 September:A-7. Decorah, Iowa. (2019)

The Kline Brewery Beer Vaults provide a direct link to the early industrial growth of Decorah, representing one of the town’s most productive 
mid-19th century businesses.  Located along Dunning’s Springs in Decorah, the entrances of two separate stone “caves” of barrel-vault arch design 
can be observed along Quarry Street.  Constructed in 1857 by Diedrich Addicken, the actual brewery building was a 2 ½-story saltbox roofed 
structure that fronted Quarry Street based on an 1875 Alfred T. Andreas illustration.  This building would open up in the back to the large stone 
vaults used as beer-aging storage caves.  Remnants of the interior walls that once made up the original frame building can still be observed along the 
entrance to the larger vault, which leads to three large chambers constructed of rough-cut limestone laid in regular courses.  The largest of these 
interior chambers extends nearly 60 ft to the rear where a portion has collapsed, obscuring the entrance to the third and final chamber that extends to 
the west.  Dunning’s Springs supplied fresh water to the brewery that was transported to the beer vaults via wooden troughs and pipes.  Joseph 
Kline (also identified as Klein) would purchase the brewery business in 1866, later building the Italianate brick house located on the property today 
above the beer vaults.  This residence reportedly contained a passageway at one time leading to the beer vaults that was used to escape prohibition 
agents.  Joseph, along with his brothers Henry and Huber, would also purchase the Hencke’s soda water business that was located just to the west 
across Dunning’s Springs.  The Kline Brewery would ultimately suffer foreclosure in 1882, likely due to the rising temperance movement and the 
passing of prohibition laws in Iowa.  The brewery would subsequently be rented to a P.S. Smoot who started the Decorah Creamery in which he 
used spring water to cool milk and cream in the vaults, producing nearly 1,000 pounds of butter a day at its peak.  While the closing of the creamery 
is unclear, the brewery building was demolished by 1897.  However, the beer vaults would endure, being utilized by several local businesses for a 
variety of purposes that included a pork packing establishment, an extension of a local stock farm, and winter storage units for trees and nuts.  The 
stone caves would even be featured as part of Decorah’s Troll Hike during Nordic Fest in the mid-1970’s.

SHPO 96-00791Name Kline Brewery Beer Vaults See Appendix A A109ID 098-08-07-01

»Becker, Janee and Shay Gooder.  Official Iowa Site Inventory Form for the Kline Brewery, Winneshiek County.  Site Inventory Number 96-00791. 
(2021)
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Of recent construction, this charming bridge spans a cold water stream cascading from a small cave set in the high bluffs that is known as Dunning’s 
Spring.  Over many thousands of years, the narrow valley formed by Dunning’s Spring has been built up with calcareous tufa.  This geologically 
young limestone forms when calcium carbonate precipitates from the spring water and can sometimes have organic imprints of leaves or twigs.  The 
Dunning’s Spring location was previously known as “Mill Spring” in reference to the mills that were once powered by the water.  William Painter, 
one of the first two settlers in Decorah, built a 16 ft square grist mill at the site in 1849.  E. C. Dunning would replace this with a larger five-story 
frame building in 1861 that would be converted into a factory in the early 1870s that produced ornamental stone marketed as “Decorah Marble.”  
Waterpower from the spring would be used to saw and polish limestone quarried from the cliff face that would be converted to such items as 
tabletops and fireplace mantels.  The mill would eventually be torn down in 1897, and the land for the Dunning’s Spring park later purchased in 
1946 by Fred Biermann and donated to the City Park Commission.  The latest contribution to the illustrious history and picturesque landscape of 
the small valley has been the construction of the Dunning’s Spring Stone Arch Bridge, a project directed by the masterful stone mason Ted Wilson 
who has served the area for over 40 years.  Built entirely of dry-lain stone, the 7 ft wide bridge spans 30 ft across the stream and rises nearly 9 ft 
above the waterline.  The main structural stone used to build the arch and corners is a beautiful pink dolomite known as Mankato stone.  This 
attractive cutting material was actually obtained from the East Side School, which was built in the heart of Decorah in 1896 and closed in 1999.  
Following the school’s demolition in 2007, the Mankato stone used to construct the basement was saved and later repurposed for use in establishing 
the new bridge at the spring.  Unfortunately, not enough of this stone was available to complete construction and the bridge was finished using 
Stone City stone acquired from an active quarry near Anamosa, Iowa.  The majesty of the Dunning’s Spring Stone Arch Bridge contributes to the 
exquisite scenery provided by the park and provides access to a walkway leading up the hillside which gives visitors a breathtaking view above the 
spring.

SHPOName Dunning Springs Arch Bridge See Appendix A A111ID 098-08-08-01

»Ted Wilson, personal communication, 10/29/20
»Gardner, Wanda (editor). A Self-Guiding Auto Tour of Winneshiek County, Iowa. Originally published 1987. Winneshiek County Historic 
Preservation Commission, Decorah, Iowa. (2005)
»Gardner, Wanda and Elizabeth Lorentzen (editors). Self-Guiding Tour of Decorah for Motorists and Cyclists. Originally published 1971 by 
Professor George E. Knudson (copyright). Winneshiek County Historic Preservation Commission, Decorah, Iowa. (2007)

Decorah’s Ice Cave is considered to be the largest glacier east of the Black Hills and the first cave in Iowa to attract over 5,000 tourists per year.  
Situated 1.5 mi east of Dunning’s Spring and overlooking the Upper Iowa River, the 200 ft long cave system was formed by slumping Galena 
limestone over the underlying Decorah shale, further aided by ice wedging during the glacial period.  In sharp contrast to other surrounding caves, 
which maintain a constant temperature equivalent to the mean annual temperature of the region (47°F), Ice Cave has cold air circulating freely 
through the winter that is trapped in the interior during the summer due to the mouth of the cave being positioned higher than the chamber.  As a 

result, rocks are cooled below the freezing point of water, forming 8–10 in of ice during the spring and early summer months and generally 
disappearing by September.  Pioneering the scientific investigation of Ice Cave was Spillville native Alois Kovarik, an instructor at the Decorah 
Institute who later achieved international recognition as a nuclear physicist while a professor of physics at Yale University.  Kovarik made his 
observations and collected data from Ice Cave as a young instructor in Decorah between 1897 and 1899, publishing his findings in a long series of 
scientific papers, including an 1898 article in Scientific America Supplement that is still the accepted theory of ice formation within the cave system.  
The limestone steps leading from Ice Cave Road were constructed sometime around 1930, one of the very few modifications to the location, with 
Ice Cave remaining much has it has appeared for centuries when first observed by man.  The 6 ft wide steps are paralleled by short limestone rubble 
walls that are capped by poured concrete and embedded with small, roughly diamond-shaped pieces of limestone that are generally in a 3-over-2 
pattern. Several square pillars (2.5–5.5 ft tall) constructed of calcareous tufa are set in the walls and capped by glacial till arranged in a circular 
pattern of smaller cobbles around a larger center piece and encased in concrete.  Given its geological, historical, and biological importance, Ice Cave 
and the surrounding woodland environs were dedicated as an Iowa State Preserve in 1973.

SHPO 96-00477Name Ice Cave Entrance See Appendix A A113ID 098-08-09-01
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The Vesterheim Mill is a classic grist mill building that was in continuous operation for over 100 years and is believed to be the last mill in Iowa 
that was run entirely by water-power.  When William Painter arrived at Decorah in 1849 from Painterville, Ohio, he immediately applied his 
knowledge of the milling trade by building a grist mill nearby at what is today known as Dunning’s Spring.  The Vesterheim Mill is the second grist 
mill he constructed with the help of a Philip Morse in 1851, representing the first industry located in Decorah.  A dam constructed 1.5 mi upstream 
on the Upper Iowa River diverted water to the mill race which powered both the grist mill and a nearby sawmill.  The Painter Mill was initially a 
small frame structure with one run of stone, with the larger stone mill seen today built around this initial rendition between 1852–1853.  As a result, 
the basement walls are nearly 6 ft thick, tapering to 18 in at the top of the stonework.  Painter would manage the mill until 1865–1866, when the 
high wheat prices of the post-Civil War depression forced him to sell to Henry Heivly who continued the grist mill operation until John Ammon and 
George Scott purchased the building in 1870.  Owners of the local carriage factory, Ammon and Scott would convert the from stone to roller milling 
machinery, operating as a “mill, foundry, and agricultural manufactury” that shipped flour to many of the large city markets in the eastern United 
States, producing as much as 40,000 barrels a year and employing as many 60 mill workers.  Unfortunately, the business struggled after 1875 due to 
poor weather and cinch bugs that caused wheat to lose its value as a cash crop.  Heivly would purchase the mill back in 1890, later selling to 
William Bernatz in 1900.  Known as the City Stone Mill at the time, the building would house a custom feed mixing operation known as the 
Decorah Feed Mill.  Between 1913 and 1914, the concrete retaining wall was constructed that relocated water to the east side where two turbines 
were located underneath the frame lean-to (turbine shack; 15 x 33 ft) which remains extant today.  Originally, the basement had several 6 ft arched 
openings in the south wall where the millrace ran through to the Painter wheel which were blocked off with water turbine conversion.  The 
operation would switch to diesel power in 1948 due to the Dry Run Flood Control Project which diverted the Upper Iowa River from the mill to its 
current location.  The mill would remain in the Bernatz family until 1963, when the building was sold to Roy Carlson and the machinery removed.  
Carlson would deed the property to the Vesterheim Norwegian-American Museum in 1968, with the interior subsequently renovated as an exhibit 
space and the exterior restored to its early twentieth century appearance as part of the museum’s outdoor division.  With bustling urban Decorah as 
its backdrop, the Vesterheim Mill is a towering monument to the 19th century pioneer industry in Iowa, aesthetically reflective of the Scandinavian 
influence exemplified by so many other mills of the area.

SHPO 96-00484Name Vesterheim Mill See Appendix A A115ID 098-08-10-01

»Gardner, Wanda (editor). A Self-Guiding Auto Tour of Winneshiek County, Iowa. Originally published 1987. Winneshiek County Historic 
Preservation Commission, Decorah, Iowa. (2005)
»Gardner, Wanda and Elizabeth Lorentzen (editors). Self-Guiding Tour of Decorah for Motorists and Cyclists. Originally published 1971 by 
Professor George E. Knudson (copyright). Winneshiek County Historic Preservation Commission, Decorah, Iowa. (2007)
»Henning, Darrell D. National Register of Historic Places Nomination: Old Stone Mill, 200 North Mill Street, Decorah, Iowa. On file, State 
Historic Preservation Office of Iowa, Des Moines. (1972)
»Speer, Robert D. Report on the History and Structures of the City Stone Mill in Decorah, Iowa. Prepared for the Iowa Society for the Preservation 
of Historical Landmarks. Submitted to Mr. L. M. Patten, Professor of Architecture, Iowa State University, Ames. (1960)

The Vesterheim Amdal-Odland Heritage Center is a two-story stone building located at the west edge of Decorah’s commercial district across from 
the Vesterheim Norwegian-American Museum.  Featuring Greek Revival architectural elements consistent with the construction data, the primary 
stonework is small, roughly coursed field stones with larger, smoothed stones laid as quoins at the corners.  The red brick addition found at the rear 
along Mill Street was constructed in the late 19th century.  The building has been restored to its original appearance when it long served as a 
grocery store through the middle of the 20th century, with the principal façade facing Water Street displaying pediment returns, flat stone lintels, 
and a historically appropriate wooden storefront with large glass display windows on either side of the central entrance.  Today, the stone building 
houses offices and meeting rooms for the Vesterheim Norwegian-American Museum.

SHPO 96-00664Name Vesterheim Amdal-Odland Heritage Center See Appendix A A117ID 098-08-10-02

»Gardner, Wanda and Elizabeth Lorentzen (editors). Self-Guiding Tour of Decorah for Motorists and Cyclists. Originally published 1971 by 
Professor George E. Knudson (copyright). Winneshiek County Historic Preservation Commission, Decorah, Iowa. (2007)
»Olive, Jan. National Register of Historic Places Nomination: Decorah Commercial Historic District, Winneshiek County, Iowa. On file, State 
Historic Preservation Office of Iowa, Des Moines. (2017)
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Following the county seat dispute with Moneek in 1851, court in Decorah was initially held at the pioneer log home of William and Elizabeth Day.   
A courthouse was eventually built at the present site on land donated by the Day's and Decorah’s first industrialist William Painter, with 
construction beginning in 1857 that was later completed in 1858 at a cost of $18,000.  This initial rendition of the courthouse was a two-story, four-
room structure with a stone basement that housed the jail and the sheriff’s residence.  A separate jailhouse was later built in 1876 that is known 
today as the “Old Winneshiek County Jail” found just off of the southeast corner of the current courthouse.  Toward the end of the 19th century, 
there was a growing need for a new and larger building, which received enough public support in 1902 to finally be approved.  The site for the new 
courthouse was lowered through the removal of nearly 20 ft of soil that all but eliminated the original terracing, resulting in the open city block seen 
today.  During the demolition of the first courthouse, citizens were encouraged to implement an early form of recycling by reusing the cut limestone 
of the old building, which can still be seen in many of Decorah’s nearby retaining walls.  The new building was designed by the Minneapolis firm 
Kinney and Detweiler, who designed many courthouses throughout Minnesota and northern Iowa in the early 19th century.  The first cornerstone 
was laid in 1903 but due to several requests for additional funding, was not completed until 1904 at a final cost of $112,000 and was not occupied 
for the first time until the following fall of 1905.  The new building was an embodiment of a late and eclectic form of Neoclassism architecture 
known as Beaux-Arts, common to many of the courthouses designed by Kinney and Detweiler.  The dark red stonework at the foundation level is 
comprised of Marquette raindrop stone, while the upper two stories are of buff Bedford sandstone.  The slate roof is fitted with a large, square open 
tower featuring four pediments boasting clock faces, and a copper-covered domed roof and lantern.  A 32 ft high bronze monument featuring an 8 ft 
tall Union soldier standing at parade is found on the northeast grounds that was built to honor the Civil War veterans of Winneshiek County.  
Constructed in Chicago by the Detroit Bronze Company, the monument represented their largest and most elaborate project to date and would be 
finished in 1886 after being shipped to Decorah.  A common component of Iowa courthouse grounds, a miniature Statue of Liberty can also be 
found northwest of the courthouse that was dedicated by the Boy Scouts of America in 1951.  The Winneshiek County Courthouse continues to 
serve as a local government facility open to the public year-round and represents a mainstay anchor in the historic Decorah community, including 
holding the opening ceremonies of the annual Nordic Fest.

SHPO 96-00506Name Winnehshiek County Courthouse See Appendix A A119ID 098-08-11-01

»Askelson, Les (project manager). Winneshiek County Courthouse Exterior Façade Restoration, Decorah, Iowa. Iowa Historic Site Preservation 
Grant Program, Application H-99-024. Submitted to Kathy Gourley, State Historical Society of Iowa, Des Moines. (1998)
»Gardner, Wanda (editor). A Self-Guiding Auto Tour of Winneshiek County, Iowa. Originally published 1987. Winneshiek County Historic 
Preservation Commission, Decorah, Iowa. (2005)
»Gardner, Wanda and Elizabeth Lorentzen (editors). Self-Guiding Tour of Decorah for Motorists and Cyclists. Originally published 1971 by 
Professor George E. Knudson (copyright). Winneshiek County Historic Preservation Commission, Decorah, Iowa. (2007)
»Gebhard, David and Gerald Mansheim. Buildings of Iowa. Oxford University Press, New York. (1993)

These concrete pillars previously served as entrance markers to the “Brown Zoo,” which at one time was the largest privately owned menagerie in 
Iowa.  The son of H. C. (“Fred”) Brown and Minnie Stockman, Leon Brown was born on the family farm east of Cresco in Orleans Township on 
May 2, 1895.  Leon would spend a majority of his life on the farmstead, attending school in Winneshiek County and later Upper Iowa University.  
In addition to being a businessman and farmer, Leon enjoyed a stint as a traveling entertainer in the vaudeville style, including performances as an 
actor, ventriloquist, magician, unicycle rider, and juggler that displayed his vast array of talents.  After taking over the family farm, Leon began to 
further explore his hobby of animal husbandry, which represented the beginnings of his famous menagerie.  What started as raising deer that were 
shipped to various locations across the United States, the menagerie began to incorporate more exotic species such as wild boars, chimpanzees, 
flamingos, alligators, and buffalo.  Wanting to share his hobby with others, Leon officially opened the “Brown Zoo” on May 15, 1955.  The 
privately run operation quickly became popular locally, attracting 300–400 people on some Sundays, and with all proceeds donated to charity.  
Unfortunately, due to insurance liabilities, the menagerie was forced to close by 1978.  The concrete markers of the menagerie were originally 
located on either side of both entrances to the farmstead (four markers total) and were likely constructed sometime in the mid-1950s at roughly the 
same time as the magnificent concrete “Eagle Fountain.”  Each marker is over five feet tall with a square (2.5 x 2.5 ft) base and feature a large 
concrete globe at the top that is 6 ft in circumference.  In addition to the “Brown Zoo,” Leon would also serve as the Winneshiek County Fair 
secretary for over two decades, raising attendance levels with the spectacular shows he was able to bring in through his entertainment connections.  
This would eventually lead him being named to the Association of Iowa Fairs Hall of Fame posthumously in 1991.  The menagerie markers were 
moved to the Winneshiek County fairgrounds in 2015, an appropriate location given his services as fair secretary, and continue as an endearing 
tribute to Leon’s indelible contributions to the community.

SHPO 96-00761Name Brown’s Menagerie Markers See Appendix A A121ID 098-08-12-01

»Scott, Branden K. Surface and Architectural Investigations of the Leon Brown Farm and Menagerie, Orleans Township, Winneshiek County, 
Iowa. BCA Special Report 5. Prepared for the Winneshiek County Historic Preservation Commission. Bear Creek Archeology, Inc., Cresco, Iowa. 
(2015)
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Located on the corner of East Water St and John St, the Mineart House is one of the few surviving examples of early pioneer stone construction 
within the city of Decorah.  The lot with which the house resides was originally under the ownership of William and Elizabeth Day who, along with 
William Painter, were the town’s first settlers.  However, the stone residence seen today would not be built until the lot was later purchased in by 
Ole Engebretson.  Ole was a tailor by trade from Norway, who moved to Decorah with his family in 1864 when he purchased the property from the 
Days, building the stone house shortly after.  Ole would continue his profession as a tailor in Decorah, later selling the lot and single-family 
dwelling to his son Richard A. Engebretson in 1898.  Richard attended Northwestern University to become a pharmacist, receiving the highest 
award of merit ever issued by the university in the pharmaceutical field.  Following the completion of his studies, Richard would return to Decorah 
where he quickly took over his own pharmaceutical business that became the leading drugstore in town.  He would also be involved in the 
incorporation of the Decorah State Bank in 1906, becoming the institution’s first president while also serving on their board of directors.  All of 
these endeavors were accomplished while just a few short blocks away from his charming stone house.  The 1½-story side-gabled residential home 
originally had an open front porch attached along the entirety of the north façade.  The frame addition encompassing the south façade was added 
shortly after the house’s construction around the turn of the century, which contains the kitchen and dining room.  While this addition is the only 
portion of the home currently with stucco, the entirety of the stonework was previously plastered in stucco that has since been removed.  Only 
within the enclosed basement entrance found along the east façade can the original stucco-over-stone still be observed.  This pioneer home, 
complete with a carriage house (19 x 20 ft) found at the back of the lot, continues to offer a glimpse of old Decorah and serves as a direct link to the 
early commercial growth of the city.

SHPO 96-00792Name Mineart House See Appendix A A123ID 098-08-13-01

»Becker, Janee and Shay Gooder.  Official Iowa Site Inventory Form for the Mineart House, Winneshiek County.  Site Inventory Number 
96-00792. (2021)

The Buresh House is one of the very few Octagon Style houses remaining in Iowa.  The form was popularized in 1848 by Orson Squire Fowler who 
wrote on the superiority of the octagon shape as being cheaper to build and more affordable to the working class family, allowed for more living 
space and natural light to enter, and was easier to heat in the winter and cool in the summer.  Located at the corner of Mechanic St and West 
Broadway St in Decorah, this particular octagonal house was built in 1857 by a storekeeper from New England named Robert Logan, although the 
structure may have been built by local miller William Painter in 1858.  Shortly after its construction, the house was sold to a wealthy mill owner 
from Pennsylvania by the name of Henry Heivly, who would develop a reputation for his inebriated behavior along the lookout walk (porch) of the 
belvedere located on top of the second floor.  This belvedere has since been removed, resulting in the flat roof seen today that features bracketed 
eaves.  Of particular interest with the house is its gravel wall construction, which at the time was touted as being superior to wood construction in 
upkeep and longevity.  These gravel or “grout” walls are in essence double walls in which the interior contains a mixture of lime mortar, straw, and 
gravel poured and packed into wood forms, with the outer wall comprised of stone that has been plastered with new stucco which was first applied 
to the building as early as the 1920s.  A protruding wing (16 x 42 ft) with a low pitched hipped roof extends northeast from the 30 ft diameter 
octagonal house.  The southeast façade of the wing once featured a simple balustrade on the second floor and square posts on both levels that were 
replaced by a frame addition in 1998 that mimics the design of the house and covers many of the original window openings.

SHPO 96-00448Name Buresh House See Appendix A A125ID 098-08-14-01

»Beacon. Summary of Parcel 111641300500, Winneshiek County, Iowa. Available at http://www.beacon.schneidercorp.com. Accessed December 
2020. (2020)
»Gebhard, David and Gerald Mansheim. Buildings of Iowa. Oxford University Press, New York. (1993)
»Lorentzen, Elizabeth E. Vera Harris’ Old Decorah Houses and Their Stories. Winneshiek County Historic Preservation Commission, Decorah, 
Iowa. (2010)
»Price, Lucile. National Register of Historic Places Nomination: Broadway-Phelps Park Historic District, Winneshiek County, Iowa. On file, State 
Historic Preservation Office of Iowa, Des Moines. (1976)

The Burke House is located at the end of West Main St near the original location of the historic dam and millrace that diverted water from the 
Upper Iowa River to power William Painter’s grist mill (now Vesterheim Mill).  The one-and-a-half story brick house sets over a partially visible 
stone basement that disappears into the landform as the principal south-facing façade is approached.  The round arch windows are irregularly 
arranged along the west and north façades, with finely dressed stone sills below all the openings in the brick and masonry work.  Cross gable 
dormers are centered above the brick of the west and east rooflines, with a one-story, three-panel frame bay on a stone foundation found below the 
dormer of the east façade.  The brick has been painted a very pale brown color, but the exterior stone of the basement walls has been left exposed 
revealing a very sturdy lime and poorly sorted sand mortar.  The exterior basement entry is positioned along the north façade near the northwest 
corner where the stone walls are nearly 6 ft in height and laid in regular courses that become irregular as the walls taper to the south.  The 
particularly wide (5.5 ft) basement entrance has a round arch brick lintel just below what appears to be a separate first floor entrance.  In fact, the 
Winneshiek County Assessor’s webpage indicates that a small addition (5 x 8 ft) was previously over the basement entry that is no longer present 
today.  The house has experienced several modifications, including the installation of a metal roof and modern windows, and the infilling of a 
basement window along the west facade with roughly coursed rubble stone.

SHPOName Burke House See Appendix A A127ID 098-08-15-01

»Beacon. Summary of Parcel 111632900900, Winneshiek County, Iowa.  Available at http://www.beacon.schneidercorp.com.  Accessed November 
2020. (2020)
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This one-and-a-half story, side-gabled house features a central main entrance facing Franklin St. and a course application of stucco covering the 
stonework.  A portion of this stucco has been removed at the west gable end toward the roof peak, revealing the uncoursed rubble limestone 
masonry.  The stucco at this portion of the house was removed in order to perform selective repointing to improve insulation from temperature and 
moisture for a second floor bedroom.  Mortar joint repair has also been applied to the brick chimney located exterior of the west façade just off of 
the roof peak.  The opposite gable end contains a single central window at each floor of the house, including the only basement-level window 
observed with the stone house.  While a single story open porch extends the entirety of the principal façade facing Franklin St, based on evidence 
observed on the stucco, it would appear that the entry was previously enclosed between the windows.  Despite the Winneshiek County Assessor’s 
webpage listing the construction date as 1900, the current property owners indicate that the stone house was built much earlier, sometime between 
1853 and 1856.  The large addition (20 x 28 ft) found along the north façade that was built in 2006.  Unfortunately, the north masonry wall was 
compromised during excavations for this addition and subsequently collapsed.  As a result, this portion of the stone house is completely open to the 
addition.

SHPOName McElree House See Appendix A A129ID 098-08-16-01

»Stacey McElree, personal communication, 11/19/20
»Beacon. Summary of Parcel 111645500300, Winneshiek County, Iowa.  Available at http://www.beacon.schneidercorp.com.  Accessed December 
2020. (2020)

The Roberson House is very similar in design and layout as the McElree House located just across Franklin St to the northwest, consisting of a one-
and-half story, side-gabled masonry structure in which the stonework has been covered by stucco.  The larger size of the Roberson House has 
afforded two windows on each floor at the gable ends, which are slightly off-alignment from one another vertically.  The north façade facing 
Franklin St only contains two first floor windows.  A one-story addition (14 x 16 ft) featuring the same stucco as the main house now covers the 
original entrance of the house that was centered along the south façade.  This addition includes an attached open frame porch and wood deck.  The 
Roberson House has recently been painted and had a metal roof installed, as well as the construction of a detached frame garage in 2008 at the south 
end of the property along the alleyway.  According to the Winneshiek County Assessor’s webpage, this stone house was built sometime around 
1860.

SHPOName Roberson House See Appendix A A131ID 098-08-17-01

»Beacon. Summary of Parcel 111645700300, Winneshiek County, Iowa.  Available at http://www.beacon.schneidercorp.com.  Accessed December 
2020. (2020)

Originally known as “City Park,” Phelps Park is the oldest and largest public park within the city of Decorah.  The gazebo and nearby pergola just 
below the roadbed of Park St provide a breathtaking view of the Upper Iowa River valley and historic West Decorah.  The open-air gazebo has a 3-
inch thick concrete base over the limestone bedrock and features a steeply pitched, hipped pyramid roof covered in tin and extending over 12 ft 
above the ground surface at its peak.  The hexagonal shape of the structure measures approximately 3.5 ft along each leg with 7.5 ft tall stone pillars 
at each corner.  These stone pillars are constructed of the porous limestone called tufa which is formed when carbonate minerals precipitate from 
natural spring water.  Pillars constructed of this tufa can also be found supporting the pergola, with dry-stacked slab retaining walls of local 
limestone found along the associated walkway.  These retaining walls can be anywhere from 3–5 ft in height, and several locations are inset with 
short columns entirely of glacial till cobbles that are visually distinctive from the surrounding limestone.

SHPO 96-00004Name Phelps Park Gazebo See Appendix A A133ID 098-08-18-01

»Gardner, Wanda (editor). A Self-Guiding Auto Tour of Winneshiek County, Iowa. Originally published 1987. Winneshiek County Historic 
Preservation Commission, Decorah, Iowa. (2005)
»Lorentzen, Elizabeth E. Vera Harris’ Old Decorah Houses and Their Stories. Winneshiek County Historic Preservation Commission, Decorah, 
Iowa. (2010)
»Price, Lucile. National Register of Historic Places Nomination: Broadway-Phelps Park Historic District, Winneshiek County, Iowa. On file, State 
Historic Preservation Office of Iowa, Des Moines. (1976)

The name Phelps Park is derived from contributor George Phelps, who made his wealth in Decorah as a wagon maker and grain dealer before 
returning back to his native England in the early 1900s.  Set near the heart of the park under the shade of mature deciduous trees, this octagonal 
bandstand is a combination frame and stone structure measuring 25 ft across and over 83 ft in circumference.  The floor is raised 4–5 ft above the 
ground surface, with the main entrance facing west over a small pad of repurposed “Purington Paver” brick.  An additional entry on east side allows 
access below the floor.  The 9 ft high ceiling is supported by round wood posts set on pentagonal-shaped stone pillars constructed of porous tufa 
that is also used in the foundation.  Positioned at the corners, each stone pillar is 7–8 ft in height and over 4 ft wide at the base.  Along with the rest 
of Phelps Park, the bandstand is part of the Broadway-Phelps Park Historic District listed on the National Register of Historic Places.

SHPO 96-00004Name Phelps Park Bandstand See Appendix A A135ID 098-08-18-02

»Gardner, Wanda (editor). A Self-Guiding Auto Tour of Winneshiek County, Iowa. Originally published 1987. Winneshiek County Historic 
Preservation Commission, Decorah, Iowa. (2005)
»Lorentzen, Elizabeth E. Vera Harris’ Old Decorah Houses and Their Stories. Winneshiek County Historic Preservation Commission, Decorah, 
Iowa. (2010)
»Price, Lucile. National Register of Historic Places Nomination: Broadway-Phelps Park Historic District, Winneshiek County, Iowa. On file, State 
Historic Preservation Office of Iowa, Des Moines. (1976)
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A narrow stone path leads from Park St to the fountain where a granite memorial honors Severt Larsen who founded the park on July 22, 1911.  
When Phelps Park was first established in 1911, it was a 12 ac area paid for by public funds that was later expanded in 1922, and today 
encompasses 56 total ac bounded by Park St, Upper Broadway St, and Vernon St.  The octagonal fountain is constructed of rounded cobbles set in 
concrete, undoubtedly smoothed over the many years of water polishing.  Smaller cobbles form a rounded arch pattern set into the larger cobbles on 
each side of the fountain, with gravel-sized pieces forming the spout found on top.  The fountain rests on a concrete base, also octagonal in shape, 
which is positioned within a 20 ft square concrete holding tank that is centered on a 32 ft square concrete pad.  Shallow retaining walls comprised of 
dry-laid glacial till are found along the edges of the concrete pad, inset with several short stone pillars of calcareous tufa capped by examples of 
glacial till assembled in a circular pattern.  This use of tufa and glacial cobbles at Phelps Park closely resembles their use in the construction of the 
Ice Cave entrance.

SHPO 96-00004Name Phelps Park Fountain See Appendix A A137ID 098-08-18-03

»Gardner, Wanda (editor). A Self-Guiding Auto Tour of Winneshiek County, Iowa. Originally published 1987. Winneshiek County Historic 
Preservation Commission, Decorah, Iowa. (2005)
»Lorentzen, Elizabeth E. Vera Harris’ Old Decorah Houses and Their Stories. Winneshiek County Historic Preservation Commission, Decorah, 
Iowa. (2010)
»Price, Lucile. National Register of Historic Places Nomination: Broadway-Phelps Park Historic District, Winneshiek County, Iowa. On file, State 
Historic Preservation Office of Iowa, Des Moines. (1976)

Much of the stonework at Phelps Park was completed by the Civilian Conservation Corps and as Works Progress Administration (WPS) projects, 
which served to employ millions during the Great Depression in building up the nation’s public infrastructure.  This simple outbuilding features a 
low pitch, hipped pyramid roof over 7 ft high stucco walls.  The corners are constructed of porous tufa, a common building material found 
throughout the park.  A central entrance (40 x 80 in) is found along the west façade, with a single rectangular window (22 x 43 in) found on each of 
the remaining walls near the roof line.  Interestingly, several large pieces of tufa are adhered to the exterior of the stucco, which have an almost 
skull-like appearance contributing to the building’s overall eerie presence at the edge of the park.

SHPO 96-00004Name Phelps Park Recreation House See Appendix A A139ID 098-08-18-04

»Gardner, Wanda (editor). A Self-Guiding Auto Tour of Winneshiek County, Iowa. Originally published 1987. Winneshiek County Historic 
Preservation Commission, Decorah, Iowa. (2005)
»Lorentzen, Elizabeth E. Vera Harris’ Old Decorah Houses and Their Stories. Winneshiek County Historic Preservation Commission, Decorah, 
Iowa. (2010)
»Price, Lucile. National Register of Historic Places Nomination: Broadway-Phelps Park Historic District, Winneshiek County, Iowa. On file, State 
Historic Preservation Office of Iowa, Des Moines. (1976)

A humble expression of vernacular masonry within a residential setting, the Hervey Tin Shop has a rich history associated with the development of 
what was once referred to as West Decorah.  Located along Mound St next to the Decorah Greenhouses, the single-story, semi-subterranean stone 
structure is built over a portion of Upper Iowa River floodplain and elevated alluvial terrace.  According to a bronze plaque located just outside of 
the building, the Hervey Tin Shop was constructed in 1855 by a George C. Winship.  Originally from Hartford, Connecticut, Winship would arrive 
to Winneshiek County with his wife Charlotte in 1845, working as a tinner and journeyman for a Mr. A. Bradish who ran a blacksmith shop in West 
Decorah.  Winship would quickly become a prominent individual of the community and a man of many hats, serving on Winneshiek County’s first 
County Supervisor Board and even being elected mayor of West Decorah, which would later be united with Original Decorah in 1902.  According 
to local legend, the small stone building was used as a tinsmith shop by Winship, possibly even serving him in his other endeavors of a farmer and 
stove wood dealer.  He would sell the parcel and his workshop to William Thomas Symonds and his wife Anna in April of 1876, after which 
Winship would move with his family to a large farm in Canoe Township before relocating to Washington.  William Symond was a gardener and 
florist from Herfordshire, England, emigrating to Winneshiek County in 1868 where he continued to work as a summer gardener for Col. J. W. 
Taylor, even being employed temporarily at the Kline Brewery along Dunning’s Spring.  Indications are that the Symonds family lived in Winship’s 
former workshop while they established the greenhouse complex to the west that, in addition to supplying fresh produce to local grocery stores, 
would also be a communal spot for families to visit.  While under the ownership of William’s son Henry, a great many rocks would begin 
accumulating around the small stone structure that would be deposited by a local naturalist and collector by the name of Bert Porter.  These would 
become so numerous that they became difficult to maneuver around and would be relocated for use in building the rock wall found outside of the 
Porter House Museum in Decorah.  The Decorah Greenhouses would remain under ownership of the Symonds for over a century, with several 
generations of the family using the adjacent stone building not only as a primary residence, but also as an office and storage space.  The Hervey Tin 
Shop is one of the few surviving examples of early pioneer construction that is associated with one of the original settlers of West Decorah. and one 
of the oldest continuously run businesses in the area.

SHPO 96-00790Name Hervey Tin Shop See Appendix A A141ID 098-08-19-01

»Becker, Janee and Shay Gooder.  Official Iowa Site Inventory Form for the Hervey Tin Shop, Winneshiek County.  Site Inventory Number 
96-00790. (2021)
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The Steyer Bridge represents a rare example of vernacular engineering and one of the very few stone arch bridges known to exist in Iowa.  Roughly-
cut limestone voussoirs form the arch which spans 12 ft and rises over 5 ft above the water surface at its highest point.  The thick spandrels are 
comprised of laid up course rubble limestone, merging with the low “walls” constructed of the same material that form the foundation of the bridge 
approaches which were later reinforced with concrete in the 1970s.  While the bridge span is just over 20 ft, the actual masonry original to the 
bridge can be observed along the roadbed at an expanse of over 44 ft, with the bridge deck nearly 9 ft above the water line.  The origin of the stone 
arch bridge begins with Michael Steyer, a stonemason from Germany who first came to Decorah in 1867 to visit his brother Joseph, who would later 
become the proprietor of the Steyer Opera House.  Michael would decide to stay on as a mason, constructing many of the old stone buildings in 
Decorah and later specializing in cutting stone for monuments and tombstones.  He would construct the Steyer Bridge in 1875, placing a keystone 
of dressed limestone on the arch bearing the date “1875” above his name “Michael Steyer.”  This keystone is still present today, although the 
inscriptions are faintly legible due to decades of erosion.  With the rerouting of U.S. Highway 52 in the early 1970s, the Steyer Bridge was slated for 
demolition, putting its future in jeopardy.  However, thanks to local protests, highway engineers were persuaded to change their construction plans 
and the bridge was saved.  Today, the Steyer Bridge continues to be appreciated by locals and nearby campers alike and serving as a popular 
recreation spot for trout fishing.

SHPO 96-00488Name Steyer Bridge See Appendix A A143ID 098-08-20-01

»Gardner, Wanda (editor). A Self-Guiding Auto Tour of Winneshiek County, Iowa. Originally published 1987. Winneshiek County Historic 
Preservation Commission, Decorah, Iowa. (2005)
»Gardner, Wanda and Elizabeth Lorentzen (editors). Self-Guiding Tour of Decorah for Motorists and Cyclists. Originally published 1971 by 
Professor George E. Knudson (copyright). Winneshiek County Historic Preservation Commission, Decorah, Iowa. (2007)
»Jacobsen, James E. National Register of Historic Places Nomination: Steyer Bridge, Winneshiek County, Iowa. On file, State Historic Preservation 
Office of Iowa, Des Moines. (1982)

This 1 ½-story house near the Steyer Bridge is an exciting example of architecture that one might initially interpret to be a Medieval cottage at first 
glance given the stone tower and wood shake roof that closely resembles thatching.  The Millennium Mansion style house exhibits more formal 
French Eclectic and Tudor detailing, including an asymmetrical front façade, prominent chimney, and steeply pitched hipped roof with irregular 
dormers.  Built in the early 2000s, sustainability is the focal point of the property, with the home powered by renewable energy sources that include 
both wind and solar, as well as geo-thermal heating.  The limestone is repurposed from a barn near Dorchester, Iowa, which was transported to the 
property and reshaped onsite by local stonemason Ted Wilson, taking several years to complete construction.  Despite not possessing an extensive 
history typically identified with the stone structures of this survey, the Grimstad House represents a wonderful take on modern building design and 
artistic expression to be appreciated along Twin Springs Rd.
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»Beacon. Summary of Parcel 111737700900, Winneshiek County, Iowa.  Available at http://www.beacon.schneidercorp.com.  Accessed November 
2020. (2020)

Known affectionately to college students as the “hog house,” the stone building that formerly occupied this site was built in 1880 as the Gaston 
Scale Company, which replaced a previous flour mill in the area where a grist mill had originally operated.  Water power was provided through a 
wooden flume from Twin Springs that created a 17 ft head of water.  The scale factory operated for nearly 20 years, producing as many as 3,000 
platform scales a year that were used by farmers for weighing.  The factory was converted to feed grinding in 1897, and later housed dairy cattle and 
hogs as part of J. C. Beard’s farming operation.  The stone building would remain extant for many decades, eventually becoming part of the Twin 
Springs Park when it was used as a shelter for large group gatherings.  Today, all that remains of the initial structure is the southeast corner and a 
partial concrete floor following its demolition.  While the original dimensions cannot be accurately determined, what the nearly 5 ft high building 
remnant does reveal are roughly coursed limestone rubble walls that are over 1.5 ft wide.  A metal plaque attached to the stone indicates that the 
building and associated land tract were donated by Stella Louise Paine as a memorial to her father Henry Paine, one of the founders of the Decorah 
park system.

SHPOName Gaston Scale Company Marker See Appendix A A147ID 098-08-22-01

»Anderson, David C. Planning for Preservation Project Report and Research Guide. Submitted to the Decorah Historic Preservation Commission 
and the State Historical Society of Iowa, Certified Local Government Grants Project 2009.12. On file, the Winneshiek County Historic Preservation 
Commission, Decorah. (2010)
»Gardner, Wanda and Elizabeth Lorentzen (editors). Self-Guiding Tour of Decorah for Motorists and Cyclists. Originally published 1971 by 
Professor George E. Knudson (copyright). Winneshiek County Historic Preservation Commission, Decorah, Iowa. (2007)
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Twin Springs derives its name from the two large springs situated at the base of the limestone bluff in which the water temperature is always 47°F, 
the mean annual temperature of Decorah.  Established by the state as a park in 1934, Twin Springs was initially a satellite of the Decorah Fish 
Hatchery in which the springs supplied water for the trout rearing ponds where the stock was raised and held before being released into local 
streams.  The hatchery at Twin Springs was a product of the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC), specifically Company 1751 at camp SP11 in 
Decorah.  Between November 20, 1933 and October 19, 1934, the CCC constructed numerous facilities at the site that included the large fish 
hatchery, rearing ponds, fifteen race ways, erosion control devices, a trail, a rustic bridge, and the trailside shelter.  This symmetrical, one-story 
building is constructed of rough-cut native limestone laid in regular courses and retains superb original integrity and condition.  The principal 
façade facing Twin Springs Road features a central entrance with a set of three small square windows with stone sills on either side.  Also adjacent 
to the entrance are two underground storm cellars below each set of windows.  The rear of the building largely consists of a solid wall outside of the 
two wall dormers.  The restrooms are found at the gable ends, with the “Ladies” located to the west.  Each restroom entrance is flanked by an L-
shaped stone wall that is over 8 ft tall and extends roughly 5 ft from the main building.  Unfortunately, the Twin Springs hatchery ceased being 
operational following vandalism in 1969 that resulted in the loss of nearly 50,000 trout after a large pipe valve was opened allowing the water to 
drain out.  Today, the isolated trailside shelter serves as an enduring relic of the former hatchery and a tribute to the numerous CCC projects 
conducted throughout the area.
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of Iowa, Des Moines. On file, Office of the State Archaeologist, University of Iowa, Iowa City. (1990)

Phelps Cemetery was established on land donated by George Phelps, a Welshman born in 1834 who emigrated to Chicago in 1851 and eventually 
Decorah in 1854.  Upon his arrival to Decorah, Mr. Phelps immediately engaged in the manufacturing of wagons and buggies, the first in 
Winneshiek County.  Later, he would take on the role of blacksmith and farming implement dealer before entering into the brokerage business in 
1872.  During his time in Decorah, Phelps would make numerous contributions to the cemetery, including erecting the archway entrance in 1896 
and giving the order to erect the mausoleum on July 4th, 1901.  The mausoleum, also known as a receiving vault, was used for holding the remains 
of those who passed during the winter when the ground was frozen.  The nearly square building features a variety of architectural elements that 
include high parapet walls on the gabled roof, which is covered in a red ceramic tile, and pointed arch Gothic windows on the west and east facades.  
The building is fronted with a dark reddish gray, almost purple-colored granite that is visually contrasting from the reddish and pale brown 
sandstone comprising the remainder of the building.  The segmental arch entrance projects one-foot from the principal parapet wall just below a 
large round arch window, with classical engaged columns on either side of the recessed bronze doors.  The rear parapet wall features an interesting 
combination of both sandstone and limestone in its construction, as well as a large earthen “berm” just below the round arch window that tapers 
toward the wall edges and extends nearly 16 ft from the wall.  At the northwest corner of the mausoleum, just to the side of the entrance, the granite 
face reads “In Memory of S.G.D. Phelps 1901.”  These initials stand for Syrus George Decorah Phelps, George’s son who passed away in 
September of 1892 at the age of 33.  In fact, both of George Phelps’s wives and all four of his children are buried at the cemetery.  The George 
Phelps monument, erected in 1886, is located just across from the mausoleum to the north that was cut from two block of granite weighing 60 tons, 
and was considered unequaled in Iowa at the time.  Mr. Phelps would travel throughout the United States and Europe, crossing the Atlantic 
numerous times and owning large amounts of real estate in Iowa, Minnesota, and the Dakotas.  He would later pass away in Cheltenham, England in 
November of 1907, with his fortune having grown to a half a million dollars at the time of his death.  However, his connection to Decorah always 
remained strong, and as ordained by the terms of his will, the cemetery was endowed with a sum sufficient to provide for future care and upkeep.
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The Stevens Lime Kiln represents a significant example of one of Iowa’s earliest industries that has now become obsolete, as well as one of the very 
few kilns of its kind that continues to survive in this part of the Midwest.  Located in what was once known as “Gold Digging Hollow,” referring to 
the pioneer placer mining that once occurred in the area, this lime kiln was built in 1877 by J. A. Birdsall.  Based on early records, this may have 
replaced an earlier, perhaps smaller, lime kiln that was supposedly built sometime in the early 1860s near the location.  Mr. Birdsall’s kiln was one 
of “Randall’s Perpetual Lime Kilns,” also known as a “draw” kiln, which was seen an improvement over the old pot kiln.  Constructed of 
irregularly-cut undressed limestone with exterior wood bracing, the interior walls are lined with a heavy clay-colored firebrick in which many bear 
the initials “A. W.”  This undoubtedly stands for Alsip and Woodward, a contracting and brickmaking company responsible for many of the early 
brick houses in Decorah.  Three corbel-arched openings can be found at the base of structure, one of which has a keystone arch recessed behind the 
corbel arch and another contains the firebox and grates where the wood was burned.  During its operation, a runway built to the top of the kiln 
would allow quarried rock to be hauled via horse-drawn cart to be dumped inside until filled with many tons of limestone.  A fire would then be set 
at the base which would burn continuously for days until the kiln was empty, often requiring up to “10 cords” of lumber.  Once cooled, the burned 
lime would be shoveled into covered bins and hauled away to nearby markets that were within a five mi radius.  The kiln would require as many as 
four men working at one time, including two firemen on duty at night during the burning process.  Lime from the kiln was used extensively in the 
early days of masonry construction when home building peaked around the turn of the century.  However, the lime was better known for its use in 
the local paper mill industry in Freeport which was established in 1869.  Known as the “Winneshiek Paper Company,” the lime would be mixed 
with sulfuric acid and straw to produce a thick paste that was put through a heated press and wound into heavy rolls that were shipped to the eastern 
markets of the country to be used as wrapping paper.  The date of abandonment is unknown for the kiln but was likely around the time when the 
Freeport paper mill was destroyed by fire in 1905 and never rebuilt.  Additionally, it was also at this time that cement was becoming increasingly 
popular as a building material, which used gypsum instead of lime, and the diminishing demand coupled with outside competition made the 
business unprofitable.  The historic stone structure remains standing today after nearly 150 years and retains remarkable original integrity outside of 
an expedient metal roof that was added to aid in preservation.  Additionally, many of the original features associated with the lime kiln operation 
can still be observed, including a remnant of the old public road which ran through the valley along the kiln at one point, and the original quarry 
located roughly 50 ft to the southwest where the limestone was procured for burning.  Now obscured by heavy overgrowth, the lime kiln persists as 
an important remnant of local 19th-century industry.
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This rustic spring house is yet another example of vernacular stonemasonry in which the building was applied for the purposes of cooling milk and 
separating cream.  This side-gabled structure is built into the backslope of a narrow upland ridge, resulting in the exterior north façade being almost 
entirely obscured by the landform.  Common rafters without collar beams form the roof system, which has largely “slid” off of the stonework.  This 
may be attributed to falling branches which have compromised the structural integrity, and likely the reason corrugated tin was applied to the south 
side for protection.  The north side of the roof has been left exposed and has largely deteriorated, although asphalt shingles over wood shake can be 
observed.  Each gable wall features a single square window that is centered, while the principal façade features an off-centered entrance and single 
square window.  The interior has a small concrete tank at the southeast corner in which water would enter through a metal pipe extending through 
the south wall.  What appears to be the original well and cistern are located several ft west of the spring house, although both have been capped with 
concrete.  Little can be said on the history of the spring house aside from plat map depictions which indicate that the property was once owned by a 
Thomas Qvale in the late 19th century, followed by a George Mizener in the early 20th century who happened to be serving as county sheriff during 
his time at the farmstead, being elected to the position in 1902 and serving through 1907.  However, his character and moral ability to serve as 
sheriff were initially called into question through affidavits signed by four local individuals, several of whom were former prisoners.  There 
accusations indicated that Mr. Mizener, in his relocation from the Poor Farm to the county jail, unlawfully took with him a great quantity of items 
that included “not less than 75 or 80 dozen of eggs; a large cream can full of lard, not less than 200 pounds; two ten gallon jars full of butter; 300 
pounds of granulated sugar; and an immense quantity of spices, about 75 pounds.”  These accusations were proven to be made maliciously for the 
purposes of damaging Mr. Mizener’s reputation and jeopardizing his chance of election.  The opposing candidate for sheriff, T. L. Fleming, was 
found to have coerced and pressured the accusers into signing the affidavits, often through the use of liquor.  This undoubtedly represents a 
dramatic unfolding of significant public interest at the turn of the century in Winneshiek County.
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The Hjelle House represents a direct connection to the mid-19th century industrial growth that was occurring throughout Winneshiek County, 
tracing its origins back to influential Decorah businessman A.A. Akins (formerly Aikens) during the early pioneer period.  Born in Ohio, Akins 
would move to Decorah in 1853 with his wife Mary, purchasing 150 ac along Trout Run and choosing a location near the springs to build their 
home.  Construction would begin in 1860 but would not be completed until 1864, likely due to a labor shortage caused by the Civil War.  Once 
finished, the single-family, Italianate-style dwelling would feature a southern façade constructed entirely of rough-cut limestone with irregularly 
spaced brick quoins.  The home would serve to represent the wealth and achievement of Akins, originally containing a flat roof with marked 
detailing on the frieze.  At the same time in which the residence was being built, Akins would also construct a dam and water-powered factory along 
the springs that initially produced furniture but was later converted into a woolen mill in 1862, the first in Winneshiek County that served a crucial 
need in the pioneer community.  Unfortunately, the mill would burn down in 1874 and Akins would eventually sell the property to Professor Lyder 
Siewers in 1877.  Professor Siewers would previously be studying in Germany when asked to come teach at Luther College in 1863, becoming the 
college’s third full-time professor.  The Akins property was intended to be utilized as his retirement farm at the time of purchase, later turning the 
title over to his wife Thrine in 1883, who in turn would sell to John and Anne Hjelle in 1901.  John Hjelle was a distant relative of the Siewers, 
arriving to Decorah from Norway in 1873 where he attended Luther College while working as a field hand and store clerk.  John later traveled out 
west to work in Colorado, marrying his wife Anne in a sod house in 1882 while living in the South Dakota Territory.  John would return to Decorah 
with his family in 1890, initially living in a log home before purchasing the Siewer farm.  When the Hjelle’s first inhabited the property at the turn 
of the century, the house was in a state of disrepair and John would replace the leaky roof with the flat-topped hipped roof seen today.  However, 
none of the interior rooms would be altered, a testament to the high degree of original integrity the building possesses.  The Hjelle House remains in 
the family today as a summer vacation property, and a striking architectural attraction to be observed by visitors of the nearby Decorah Fish 
Hatchery.
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The site of the Decorah Fish Hatchery has an illustrious history, having originally functioned as a 50 ac farm that at one point contained a furniture 
factory, a woolen textile factory, and a grain mill before the end of the 19th century.  These local industries were all powered by water from Siewers 
Springs, also known as Sievert Springs, which has been a northeast Iowa landmark since it first premiered on an 1832 map of the neutral territory 
along the Upper Iowa River that was prepared by Nathan Boone, son of the famous frontiersman Daniel Boone.  The state of Iowa would later 
purchase over 16 ac of the farmland in 1933 that would become the Siewers (Sievert) Springs State Park in 1934.  Of the 16 ac acquired, six would 
be allotted for a landscaped playground and the remaining ten would be converted into a fish hatchery comprised of eight large ponds, two smaller 
ponds, and three spillways, including an 835 ft flume feeding the spring water to the ponds.  As the Twin Springs hatchery southwest of Decorah 
was originally intended for trout, the Siewers Springs hatchery was initially developed to primarily raise smallmouth bass.  The fish and game 
commission project would employ the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) developed by President Franklin Roosevelt during the Great Depression, 
with the CCC Company 1751 arriving at camp SP11 in Decorah on November 27, 1933.  However, more intensive construction activity would not 
begin until April of 1934, with the excavation and subsequent footings of the stone residence and maintenance buildings completed that same year.  
Roughly 30 workers would be required to complete construction of the two structures, with four to five laying the locally quarried and cut 
limestone.  By the end of 1935, the hatchery was fully operational with the completion of the water and sewer lines, pumphouse, latrine, entrance 
portal, and road.  One of the final additions to the hatchery would be the pine trees that can still be seen today, with construction finished in March 
of 1936 and the CCC abandoning the camp shortly thereafter on the 28th of April.  The completed hatchery would represent the largest and most 
important one in the state at the time, with the smallmouth bass used all across northeast Iowa.  The first superintendent of the hatchery to inhabit 
the stone residence built specifically for that purpose would be N. L. Moe, who also oversaw the Strawberry Point fish hatchery as well.  Although 
the interior of the residence has recently been renovated to satisfy building codes, including replacement of the electrical work, as much of the 
original integrity as possible has been preserved.  Coupled with the adjacent limestone office, these two structures are believed to be the last CCC 
buildings constructed specifically as fish hatchery facilities.
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Prior to the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) construction of the hatchery’s stone residence and office buildings, the location was actually home 
to several pioneer industries, including the first woolen mill of Winneshiek County.  The primary driving force behind these endeavors was A. A. 
Akins (later spelled Aiken) who acquired the property in 1854, eventually constructing a dam at the springs in 1860 that supplied power to operate a 
chair factory that would go on to produce wheel hubs, stair spindles, banisters, and neck yokes.  After several years of operation, the factory would 
be converted into a 3 ½-story woolen mill that would produce up to 400 yards of material per day from flocks of sheep driven from all over Iowa to 
the springs, even supplying material for clothing used during the Civil War.  The mill would unfortunately burn down in 1874 and the site would be 
sold to a Professor Siewers (also spelled Sievers) of Luther College, from which the name of the springs is derived.  Naturally discharging over 
6,000 gallons of water per minute, Siewer Springs is the second largest spring in Iowa and the chief supplier of power for these early enterprises, 
later becoming the principal water source for the fish hatchery built by the CCC in the mid-1930s.  The limestone office building features 2 ft thick 
walls and several “angle-cut” stones along the principal façade in which a corner of the usually rectangular block has been removed, an intentional 
and unique feature of CCC construction.  While also operating in the capacity of a service garage and maintenance building, the office originally 
contained a grinding room and freezer for horse meat, which was much cheaper to acquire when commercial feed was not available.  The stone 
restroom located across the springs is very similar in design to the Twin Springs trailside shelter, which was also constructed by the CCC, consisting 
of L-shaped wings around the entrances and two storm cellars.  Recently named the Chuck Gipp Decorah Fish Hatchery, the historically significant 
property endures as an Iowa DNR hatchery in which visitors can observe and even feed the rainbow trout raised in the raceways and ponds.  
Families and trout fisherman alike continue to flock to the picturesque valley to enjoy the Trout Run recreational trail and relax under the shaded 
picnic areas, even capturing a glimpse of some of Decorah’s famous bald eagles.
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The historical prominence of the Rodecap farmstead, aside from being one of the first in the Decorah area, is defined by its role as a refuge for early 
Norwegian immigrants arriving to Winneshiek County.  Thrond Lommen and his son, Gulbrand T. Lommen, would emigrate to the county in 1851 
and later purchase the farmstead from the U.S. Government on July 14, 1852.  They would construct a walnut log cabin as their home at the 
property that would also function as a place for Norwegian settlers to stay, with the Lommen’s often helping the families acquire financing to start 
farms of their own.  With the current house, the north addition represents where this small cabin was located (14 x 16 ft), which would sometimes 
board several families at once.  This cabin would also be the meeting place that started the Little Iowa Congregation of Washington Prairie, as well 
as where the letter was signed that called upon Pastor Koren to come to Winneshiek County in 1853.  The farm would later be purchased at auction 
by Ole “Horse” Lomen on April 10, 1883, who would soon after construct alongside the earlier log cabin the house that is seen today.  Ole had a 
great affinity for horses, so much so that he would construct a large stone barn specifically for them, even building a racetrack east of the house 
along Trout Creek.  Following Ole’s death in 1905, the farm would again be sold at auction, this time to an Erick O. Borseth.  As the story goes, 
ample amounts of whiskey were provided at the auction to help with the deal-making, and Mr. Borseth was not aware of his purchase until the 
following day.  Since he did want the property in the first place, it would quickly fall into disrepair, including razing Ole’s stone horse barn and 
removing the walnut logs of the old cabin to be used as corner fence posts.  After Mr. Borseth’s passing in 1932, the now dilapidated farm would be 
purchased by Henry and Edith Wangsness in 1935 at a greatly depreciated value given the condition.  They would immediately set upon improving 
the property, including constructing several new buildings on the farm and adding a bedroom and bathroom to the house which is represented by the 
north addition is (formerly the location of the cabin).  The new owners would also set to straighten the meandering channel of Trout Creek, which at 
the time was flowing close enough to the barn where one could fish.  This proved to be serendipitous, as this occurred before the great flood of 1941 
that washed away many livestock and much of the nearby Rock Island and Pacific railroad line.  Henry Wangsness would eventually retire from 
farming 1969 and sell the property to the current owner, John Rodecap.  Few changes have been made to the farmstead since, outside of removing 
the porch previously located along the south façade and adding the current kitchen, living room, and deck.  In fact, an early well pump can still be 
found just off the northeast corner of the house marking where some of the first Norwegian immigrants began their lives in Winneshiek County.
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This 2-story stone bank barn was built in 1862 by John Johnson shortly after arriving from Norway with his wife Everine and their five children.  
Constructed of native limestone, all of the window and entrance openings feature solid board lintels that often have 19th century machine-cut nails 
still visible.  The east façade contains two basement entrances with a single window between, while the second floor window has been filled with 
stone.  The solid bank wall to the west is where the main entrance is found, consisting of a large track door (8 x 10.5 ft) next to an upper window.  
The current gambrel roof replaced the original gable roof sometime around 1900, and was likely installed by Nels H. Rognlien, the subsequent 
owner of the property following John Johnson.  The gambrel peaks at the north and south ends have wood board and batten siding, with solid 
stonework below.  The north gambrel peak is more expansive with a mow door containing an above peak for a tracking system that was a later 
adaptation.  Wood shingles were previously installed on the roof in 1938, with the current steel roof added in 2005 following a small fire.  The 
Lea’s have taken great pride in the stone building and their restoration efforts reflect this, including re-pointing the exterior with lime-based mortar 
in 2007, as well as rebuilding the windows and doors at this time.  The floor of the barn was replaced in 2009 and the wood siding painted, with the 
interior basement re-pointed shortly thereafter.  While the restoration work is on-going, the stonework remains in remarkable condition and is 
structurally very sound.  The building as a whole retains a high degree of original integrity, with the largest alteration being the replacement of the 
roof at the beginning of the 20th century, which gives the building its very unique style.  The Lea Barn is one of the more exquisite examples of 
stone barns still remaining in the area and has been showcased multiple times in the All-State Barn Tour, which serves to encourage barn 
preservation and education the public about Iowa’s rich agricultural heritage. 
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Located where the townships of Decorah, Glenwood, Springfield, and Frankville meet, the Pioneer Cemetery was the first cemetery organized in the 
Washington Prairie settlement.  Established in August of 1850, the cemetery was used by the first Norwegian immigrants of Winneshiek County 
until one was established at the Washington Prairie Lutheran Church.  The county’s first public school was also built at this site in 1852, located 
toward the east end of the cemetery grounds.  The simple log school was the standard size of a homesteading cabin (14 x 16 ft) and was quickly 
outgrown, in addition to the location not being satisfactory for the families it served.  When the issue of building a new school was being debated, 
the log structure burned down in 1862 and was not rebuilt when the districts were redrawn soon after.  A movement would later begin to 
memorialize the names of the otherwise forgotten individuals buried at the cemetery, with prominent Washington Prairie settler Abraham Jacobson 
leading the efforts to have a monument erected.  At a cost of $350, the memorial would be constructed of 4,000 pounds of granite over a foundation 
comprised of 40 loads of local stone.  The monument placed on top was inscribed with names of 32 pioneers interred from 1850 through 1864, 
including respective dates of birth and death.  The Pioneer Memorial would be dedicated on August 25, 1887, with roughly 800 in attendance, and 
Pastor Koren providing the dedicatory address.  When the North Washington Prairie Lutheran Church was built along Valdres Road to the east in 
1891, the congregation established their cemetery adjacent to the Pioneer Cemetery and the demarcation between the two is no longer clear.  
Curiously, it would appear alterations have occurred to the stone memorial over the years, including the placement of a concrete pad between the 
stone foundation and monument that has the year “1975” inscribed at the corner.  The Pioneer Cemetery represents one of the most historic sites in 
Winneshiek County related to the first wave Norwegian immigration, with the monument serving as a tribute to these early settlers and the sacrifices 
they made.

SHPO 96-00258Name Pioneer Cemetery Memorial See Appendix A A167ID 098-08-31-01

»Johnson, Steven L., Rev. Donald Berg, and Charles Langton. An Intensive Historical Site Survey of the Washington Prairie Settlement.  
Winneshiek County Historic Preservation Commission.  Submitted to the Iowa Bureau of Historic Preservation, Contract No. 19-89-40045A.007.  
Copies available from Winneshiek County Historic Preservation Commission, Decorah, Iowa. (1990)

This two-room stone ice house features 6 ft high walls that are nearly 2 ft thick and constructed of native limestone reported to have been obtained 
from a quarry along Happy Hollow Road near Dry Run.  The farmstead was first settled by William McIntosh of Wellsville, Ohio, who arrived in 
Winneshiek County in the spring of 1855 with his parents James and Jennette McIntosh.  Aside from operating a saw mill in Tama County, which 
he would lose to a fire after two years of operation, William spent most of his life as a farmer and would eventually accumulate 200 ac along 
Madison Road.  He would marry Mary C. Crawford on December 24, 1862, and soon after serve in the Civil War with the 13th Iowa Infantry 
(Company H) from the fall of 1864 through July of 1865.  The farmstead would later be acquired by Ole H. and Ingeborg Bakken, who came to 
Winneshiek County from Norway in 1854 and 1852 respectively.  Ole Bakken started out as a simple farm laborer, gradually acquiring land until he 
had amassed 1,200 ac before retiring in 1903.  Upon his retirement, Ole would divide his acreage among his children, choosing to live out his 
remaining years with his wife and son E. F. Bakken on the farmstead formerly established by William McIntosh.  While the precise construction 
date of the ice house is unknown, it was likely built by McIntosh at roughly the same time as the original house, which would be replaced by the 
Bakken’s in 1901 with the current home that is seen today.  A stone wall divides the interior, with the front one-third of the building behind the 
north entrance where the ice was supplied and packed in sawdust.  A lime-based plaster covers the walls of this room, with just over 6 ft of 
clearance between the concrete floor and ceiling.  The original concrete tank can also be found at the southeast corner, while the concrete-capped 
cistern can be found several feet from the exterior of the west façade.  The rear two-thirds of the ice house was converted into a shop for forging 
metal and lacks a ceiling, revealing the simple gable roof frame that has recently been covered in sheet metal.  This portion of the structure likely 
had a ceiling at one point, given the presence of a loft access above the ground entry at the south gable end.  Although significant settling has 
occurred along the foundation, this charming stone house still retains a great deal of original integrity and represents one of the oldest buildings 
remaining from the McIntosh farmstead.

SHPOName Haugen Ice House See Appendix A A169ID 098-09-01-01

»Carleton Haugen, personal communication, 7/22/20
»Alexander, W. E. History of Winneshiek and Allamakee Counties, Iowa.  Western Publishing Company, Sioux City, Iowa. (1882)
»Bailey, Edwin C. Past and Present of Winneshiek County, Iowa.  2 vols.  The S. J. Clarke Publishing Company, Chicago. (1913)
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The Ansten Milk House represents one of the more exemplary examples of stone agricultural buildings, having been featured on the All-State Barn 
Tour and winning the Award of Distinction from the Iowa Barn Foundation for the restorative work that was completed without the assistance of 
matching funds.  As a result of these efforts, the stone building remains in remarkable condition and retains excellent original integrity, with the 
separating tank and milk cans still found inside.  It has a very similar design to the Boeding Milk House found several miles to the southeast along 
Madison Road, the small square buildings were likely constructed by the same stonemason.  A ceramic pipe can be found in the west façade toward 
the northwest corner where water would be pumped from the well by the nearby windmill and into the milk house.  The hipped pyramid roof 
features wood shingles and a small wooden cupola at the peak.  A centered entrance is positioned along the south façade, with several varieties of 
densely fossiliferous limestone included in the stonework at roughly eye-level that are quite distinctive from the remaining native limestone, which 
seem to be an intentional addition.  One very large stone adjacent to the entrance features the inscription “T. H. Ansten Oct. 8 1900,” which is 
interpreted as the build date and property owner at the time of establishment.  T. H. Ansten was born on September 27, 1857, the son of Norway 
natives Herbrand and Engric Ansten (formerly Anstenson) who had arrived in Winneshiek County from Wisconsin that same year.  The original 
tract of land purchased by Herbrand was predominantly timber, which he painstakingly cleared to develop the land.  T. H. Ansten would purchase 
the farm shortly before his father’s death in 1890, and immediately set to make substantial improvements that included “erecting modern barns and 
outbuildings and installing the necessary equipment.”  This little stone milk house is one of the last remaining structures from the original Ansten 
farmstead, and thanks to the substantial restoration provided by the current owner James Boeding, is sure to remain for many years to come.

SHPOName Ansten Milk House See Appendix A A171ID 098-09-02-01

»James Boeding, personal communication, 7/22/20
»Meyer, Joyce. Saving Our Americana Landscape.  Calmar Courier 9 October:1–2.  Calmar, Iowa. (2012)
»Bailey, Edwin C. Past and Present of Winneshiek County, Iowa.  2 vols.  The S. J. Clarke Publishing Company, Chicago. (1913)

St. John’s Lutheran Church, also known as the Old Stone Church, was home to the area’s first German Lutheran Congregation founded by 
Reverend Karl Friedrich Jungck.  Originally from Rheinpfalz (Bavaria), Germany, Rev. Jungck emigrated to the United States in 1830 at the age of 
17.  After a brief stay in Ohio, he relocated to Indiana where he would meet and marry his wife Anna Margaretha Gesell.  Together, they would 
move by covered wagon to Winneshiek County in 1856, settling on a farm just southwest of Ridgeway with their 11 children.  Concerned over the 
lack of a Christian ministry to the incoming German immigrants, Rev. Jungck would contact the Lutheran authorities for assistance, only to be 
encouraged to study the ministry himself.  Following his ordination as a Lutheran minister, Rev. Jungck would organize the St. John’s Lutheran 
congregation in 1859.  Services would initially be held in homes and schoolhouses, with the Jungck family home even serving as a parsonage and a 
school.  The need for a sanctuary to call their own quickly became apparent, and the land for the church site would be acquired through two separate 
transactions, the first on February 17, 1868, and the second on October 19, 1870.  The construction of the church would be overseen by Peter Reis 
(originally Reiss), the third son of Charles and Margretta Reis who was born in Germany in 1841 to a family of church builders.  Peter would come 
to New York in 1870 and after a short stay, make his to Iowa where he worked for several different employers in Howard County before settling 
down as a farmer in Winneshiek County in 1872.  That same year he would marry Carolina P. Gesell, an Indiana native and relative of Rev. 
Jungck’s wife Anna.  The first cornerstone for St. John’s Lutheran Church would be laid down on June 7, 1873, and take 21 weeks to complete 
construction, with the new church dedicated on November 1, 1873.  Rev. Jungck would go on to become a prominent pioneer missionary for the 
surrounding area, establishing numerous preaching places and early congregations throughout northern Iowa and southern Minnesota, including 
historic Locust Lane in Winneshiek County.  In 1881, Rev. Jungck would leave the St. John’s congregation for Walla Walla, Washington, and start 
another German Lutheran congregation of his own.  His successor, Rev. E. N. Heiman, would take up residence in Cresco as there was no 
parsonage near the church.  This ultimately led to the establishment of Immanuel Lutheran Church in Cresco, and St. John’s Lutheran Church 
would be mostly abandoned, giving way to vegetation as the roof eventually collapsed and the floorboards rotted away.  The St. John’s Preservation 
Society would be formed in 1989 to help save what was left of the church and adjoining cemetery, making the memorial site safe for visitors after 
years of restorative work.  Once a forgotten stone monument sitting vacant in the middle of a corn field, St. John’s Lutheran Church and its heritage 
can now be appreciated for generations to come.
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Simple in design, this nearly square milk house features a single entrance and a single window along the south and north façades respectively, both 
of which are centered and extend to the top of the stonework.  Constructed of rough-cut native limestone laid in regular courses, the same stone can 
also be found with the foundation of the barn nearby.  The rear of the structure is built into the backslope near the driveway, resulting in exterior 
wall heights that range from 3.5 to 6 ft.  The interior has a lime-based plaster covering the walls and nearly 7 ft of clearance to the ceiling, with the 
original concrete separating tank extending along the entirety of the north wall.  Few alterations have occurred with the milk house outside of the 
installation of corrugated sheet metal on the hipped pyramid roof, and the removal of the water pump that was originally located at the center of the 
room.  While the precise construction date is unknown, the structure was likely built with the rest of the farm sometime after 1875 given their 
absence from the Andreas map.  In fact, the farmstead would be established by Hans O. Melaas who came to Winneshiek County from Norway and 
soon married Marn Knutson, also a native of Norway.  Hans would continue to run the farm following his wife’s death in 1902, but would 
eventually retire to Ridgeway in 1905, with his son Ole taking over the operation.  Helana Melaas, the daughter of Hans and Marn, would marry a 
prominent farmer along Madison Road by the name of Gustav E. Bakken.  This is of particular interest given the Bakken family owed a great deal of 
land, including the original McIntosh property which is where the Haugen stone ice house can be observed today.  Both the ice house and the 
Melaas milk house have very similar building materials, including the same local stone and application of mortar.  This may suggest that the 
structures share the same stonemason, or possibly even the very same quarry from which the stone was procured.

SHPOName Gazelle Milk House See Appendix A A175ID 098-10-02-01

»Dale Gazelle (tenant), personal communication, 7/22/20
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Page B32



Complete Comments

The Locust School is one of Iowa’s earliest one-room schoolhouses, serving the surrounding rural area for 108 consecutive years that is reputed to 
be a state record for a school of its type.  The village of Locust was first settled in 1850 by William Vail (formerly Vale), a German immigrant from 
Pennsylvania, and his brother-in-law John Klontz.  However, when the land was first surveyed and laid out for a town, the name for the “farmer’s 
community” was Anoha.  Vail would later receive a notice from Washington D. C. in 1856 indicating that a post office could be established if an 
official name was sent and a room provided for the office.  Locust Lane would be chosen on account of the two rows of young locust trees on either 
side of the road leading to the Vail farmstead, with the name later shortened to Locust in 1900.  The first building in Locust was actually a frame 
schoolhouse built in 1852, a testament to the importance the founders placed on education.  The stone school seen today was later built in 1854 on 
an acre of land that was donated by Vail.  Limestone would be supplied from a quarry located a quarter mile west of Locust that was owned by John 
Klontz, whose homestead was located just south of the school that for many years was known as the Ruffridge farm (and later the Weiss farm).  This 
quarry holds special significance, as it was used by many of the early pioneer religious groups in building their own churches.  Classical, almost 
Greek-Revival in composition, the rubble limestone walls, and simple gable roof are typical of small-scale school and church architecture during the 
early settlement periods of Iowa history.  A covered bell platform can be found just above the entrance, with round arch openings and a small, 
hipped roof that previously had the furnace chimney positioned just to the rear.  The chimney has since been moved to the north end of the building 
where it was first located when connected to the stove.  Originally, the school had a crawl space that was excavated into a basement in 1920 for the 
installation of a storm cellar and the furnace.  This would end up being detrimental to the foundation and stability of the building, with the north 
section of the school rebuilt in 1990, the west side rebuilt in 2000, and the east wall replaced in 2016.  Locust School would cease serving “all-
grades” in 1955, teaching only lower elementary grades for the west-half of Pleasant Township until it closed in May of 1962.   Later, the title of the 
property would be turned over to the Winneshiek County Historical Society on December 3, 1966, with the school listed to the National Register of 
Historic Places in 1978.  Now fully restored, the Locust School is one of the more exceptional examples of one-room stone schoolhouses still 
remaining and continues to operate as a living museum that is occasionally open to the public.
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The historical significance of the Weiss House is the farmstead’s establishment by John Klontz, one of the founders of Locust.  Klontz and his 
brother-in-law, William Vail (formerly Vale), were German immigrants from Pennsylvania who settled in the northwest corner of Pleasant 
Township in 1850.  The name Locust would be derived from the locust trees planted on either side of the road leading to Vail’s farm that was 
known as the Locust Lane Farm, which also had Winneshiek County’s first brick residence.  John Klontz would locate his “ranch” south of Vail 
where the Weiss farm can be found today.  Between the two Vail was described as the “literary man” given the numerous township offices he held, 
but Klontz would work diligently to establish his farmstead and acquire large fields that proved to be quite profitable.  Vail would donate an acre of 
his land that would become the location of the Locust School, while Klontz showed his “community spirit” by deeding an acre of his own land for a 
cemetery that became St. John’s Lutheran Cemetery, now known as Locust Cemetery.  The stone for the Locust School would come from the 
Klontz farm quarry located a quarter mile west of Locust, which would likely be where the stone for the house was obtained as well.  This quarry is 
also significant for its use by early pioneer religious congregations in the construction of their own churches.  John Klontz would later move to 
Missouri after selling his farm to John and Anna Ruffridge, who moved to the farm from Shatford, Ontario, Canada on March 20, 1868.  Together 
they would live successfully as farmers, with the property remaining in the Ruffridge family for many years.  After Mr. Ruffridge’s passing on 
March 10, 1879, his son, who was also named John, would take over until his untimely death on January 24, 1911, leaving the operation in the 
hands of Henry Ruffridge.  The farmstead would later be purchased by Immanuel and Johanna Weiss on December 2, 1952, who arrived from 
Kulm, Romania that same year.  Although they would retire from farming in 1981, the stone house would always be treasured by Johanna due to the 
loss of her home several times in native Romania during World War II.  The farmstead remains in the Weiss family today and has received 
numerous additions over the years that include the frame garages, several open frame porches with stone columns, and a concrete patio.  While these 
additions largely obscure the original house, they do possess a stone veneer that bears a striking resemblance to the stone acquired from the 
Klontz/Ruffridge quarry.  Thanks to the excellent care provided by the families who have occupied the property over its long history, the stone 
house remains in superb condition and one the few remaining structures of early Locust.

SHPOName Weiss House See Appendix A A179ID 099-07-02-01
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Used for separating cream, the Ellickson milk house is one of the few, if not only, remaining structures from the original Matter farmstead.  The 
original well was located approximately 60 ft east of the stone building, which is represented by a shallow depression in the lawn since being 
abandoned and filled.  Water was transported to the milk house via a wooden pipe, a portion of which can still be observed in the east wall near the 
southeast corner, possessing an 8 in diameter.  Water would exit the structure through the opposite wall, which is represented by a roughly 9 in 
square opening near the southwest corner.  The stone was procured from nearby Locust, reportedly from one of the early stores, and could possibly 
even be traced back to the Klontz/Ruffridge farm quarry that was so prominent in the vicinity.  The large, regular courses of native limestone is 
more indicative of foundational stone rather than what is typically seen with smaller milk houses, potentially an indication of some form of 
recycling.  The building lacked windows, and likely had a hipped pyramid frame roof that has long since collapsed and largely deteriorated.  Much 
of the lime mortar has eroded away, resulting in irregular wall heights (5.5–6.5 ft) due to collapsing along the top of the stonework.  The milk house 
was likely built around the time the farmstead was established by George A. Matter, who arrived in Winneshiek County in 1855 to begin his 
farming career.  Born in Ingenheim, Germany on April 2, 1840, Mr. Matter had most of his education in his native homeland, and later completed 
his schooling upon his arrival to the United States.  He would later be united in marriage to Mary Michael on January 19, 1864 in Locust, then 
known as Locust Lane.  Mrs. Matter was also a native German who born on March 23, 1847 and arrived in Iowa with her parents as a young child 
the same year as her husband.  She would unfortunately succumb to kidney disease, then referred to as Bright’s Disease, on October 11, 1911.  Soon 
after, Mr. Matter would relocate to Decorah to live with his daughter Amelia Ruffridge, leaving his son Edward in charge of the farmstead, and later 
passing on June 20, 1929.  Although the stone is all that remains of the milk house today, it serves a lingering relic to one of the early farms in 
Pleasant Township.

SHPOName Ellickson Milk House See Appendix A A181ID 099-07-03-01
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Spring houses are usually the last remaining outbuilding to survive from early farmsteads, as is the case with this rare example of a two-story spring 
house associated with the pioneer Sampson farm established by the first Norwegian family to settle in Decorah.  Born in Voss, Norway, Peter 
Sampson and his wife Sigrid Nordheim would leave with their children in 1849 and relocate to Chicago, Illinois.  After a brief one year stay, the 
family would move to Beloit, Wisconsin, where Peter worked as a shoemaker traveling from farm to farm.  In the summer of 1852, he would 
purchase four oxen and a wagon with his earnings and take his family west to Decorah where he continued on as a shoemaker for approximately 10 
years, even incorporating harness-making into his business.  When the United States opened up a land office, Peter would purchase property nestled 
along the upper reaches of Pine Creek in Pleasant Township, which he would carefully develop with his family over the next 35 years.  His son 
Albert would leave the farm to start a prominent machine shop and scale business in Decorah, while his daughter Julia and son-in-law John 
Anderson would be frequent visitors from Chicago.  This bears mentioning as John Anderson was the editor for the Scandinaven at the time, a 
Norwegian language newspaper that was wildly successful in the immigrant community, earning him the honor of being knighted by the King of 
Norway in 1901 for his influential work.  Peter would battle blindness the last years of life, eventually passing away on the farm he worked so 
diligently to develop at the age of 77.  His wife, who was also identified as Sarah, would later succumb to a long battle with illness eight years later 
in 1906, leaving their children Emma and Edwin to live on the farm together.  Following Emma’s passing in early 1937, Edwin would be the last 
remaining member of the Peter Sampson family to operate the farmstead.  Today, foundation remnants related to what is interpreted as the house, 
barn, and unknown outbuilding still line the valley, but the spring house is the only remaining structure still extant from the original farmstead.  The 
first floor is of stone, with spring water continuing to fill the cooling tank at the back of the building and seeping through the adjoining wall to the 
west from a rectangular outlet in the foundation.  The second floor is framed by hewn timbers and has an entrance facing the southeast along a 
former alignment of Spring Creek Road that previously ran near the doorway.  While the original wood floor has deteriorated away, the remaining 
structure has remained in surprisingly good condition thanks to the corrugated tin roof and overhead tree canopy, as well as exceptional build 
quality.  The exact nature of the second floor of the spring house is a bit of a mystery.  Early eastern Colonials would live in this second floor until a 
larger house could be built, later utilizing the room for making butter and cheese, in addition to hanging meat to be cooked or smoked later.  Also 
worth noting is the presence of several large concrete slabs outside of the building that appear to have been utilized in trapping spring water as it 
exited through the foundation.  This could have functioned as a large watering trough for grazing livestock, or potentially even stocked with fish for 
a change in menu.  Certainly, an interesting piece of ingenuity from early homesteaders of Winneshiek County.

SHPOName White Spring House See Appendix A A183ID 099-07-04-01
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Like so many other rural structures of its time, the Pleasant Valley School was a product of the community, with nearby farmers assisting the 
stonemason in constructing the building in the late 19th century using locally quarried stone.  Once completed, the school featured 18 in thick walls 
that were over 12 ft high, with a gable roof and a set of three windows on the east and west façades.  Two outhouses were also found north of the 
building, which were separated for use by male and female students.  Following school redistricting in the county during the late 1950s, the Pleasant 
Valley School would sit vacant for its remaining years, with the interior completed gutted with the removal of the chalkboard and electrical work.  A 
disconnected Bell System telephone protector box can still be found today near the northwest corner, demonstrating the building’s relatively 
untouched condition following its closing.  Unfortunately, ongoing settling at the corners of the building have compromised the structural integrity, 
resulting in much of the stonework to disintegrate.  The school did not originally have a basement, which was excavated at a later date and the 
culprit for a majority of the stone walls collapsing.  The most “intact” portion of the building to remain is the south façade facing the road, where a 
flagpole was once located above the entrance door.  The basement entrance can be found slightly off-center along the east façade that was 
previously covered.  Adjacent to this entry is a combination ceramic tile and cinder block chimney, which replaced the original brick chimney that 
extended through the gable peak near the north wall.  The roof itself has completely fallen into the basement space, revealing asphalt-over-wood 
shingles.  Although the school is beyond restoration, the stone has found new life in being repurposed for the rebuilding of the east wall of the 
Locust School.

SHPO 96-00291Name Larson School See Appendix A A185ID 099-07-05-01
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Long known as the Daubney School, this is one of the three “blue limestone” schools that existed in Pleasant Township.  Wilson Daubney, who 
donated the land for the building, was among the first settlers of the township.  Born on April 28,1822, in Lincolnshire, England, Wilson would 
immigrate to the United States in 1844 with his family at the age of two, first living in Vermont together and later Michigan.  Wilson would 
eventually leave on his own to settle on government land located 40 mi west of Chicago, where he would marry Lucy Adelaide Whittemore in 1850.  
Together, they would leave for Winneshiek County in 1855, purchasing government land in Pleasant Township at $1.25 per acre.  Their son, Dr. F. 
W. Daubney, would serve as mayor of Decorah for many years, while Wilson would farm until about the age of 70 when he and his wife moved to 
Decorah in 1890 to live with their daughter Mary Edith.  Lucy would pass away a short time later in 1893, while Wilson would live to be 100 years 
age at the time of his death in 1922.  The rural school located on their acreage would continue to serve the local farming community until its closing 
toward the middle of the 20th century.  The front-gabled building is constructed of roughly coursed rubble limestone, with the stonework extending 
all the way up through the gable ends.  The exterior stone is plastered with stucco that has been scribed to give the appearance of concrete block.  A 
set of three equally spaced windows were installed along the north and south façades for cross-lighting, but at slightly different elevations to 
compensate for the slope of the landform.  Although the roof and much of the south façade has collapsed, a view of the interior reveals wood 
framing over the stone painted several colors that include pale blues and yellows.  The school lacks a basement which is consistent with its closing, 
as this was around the time basements were being excavated to install furnaces.  The deterioration of the interior wood framing has allowed 
exposure of the west wall, revealing what is interpreted as the original chimney location that was set into the actual stone slightly off-center to the 
north from the gable peak.  This is interesting, as the most recent chimney location was actually set in 6 ft from the entrance, which faces the road to 
the east.  The deteriorating stone structure appears to have been left largely unaltered since its abandonment, serving as an isolated relic to one of 
the early pioneer schools.
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Nestled in a wooded valley along Wagon Road near the Upper Iowa River, the Christopher Stone Barn is a rural gem of 20th century vernacular 
stonemasonry.  The farmstead has remained within the Christopher family for nearly 70 years, with the two-story bank barn constructed around 
1965 by Harold Christopher, a painter and carpenter by trade.  Featuring a large Gothic-arched roof covered in corrugated tin, the first floor is 
entirely of stone with a poured concrete floor.  The 20 to 22 in thick walls are constructed of random limestone rubble collected from the adjacent 
creek bed and bonded with a sand and lime-based mortar.  The south façade facing the intermittent creek is open, aside from a single sliding door.  
Access to the wood framed second floor is found along an earthen ramp on the bank side to the north, with the entry east of the centered stove 
chimney.  The barn is utilized as a farrier and blacksmith shop, with a coal forger built into the east façade that actually protrudes slightly from the 
wall where the brick chimney extends above the roofline.  The current owner intends to preserve the stonework of the building and is considering 
replacing the second floor with a log frame.

SHPO 96-00332Name Christopher Stone Barn See Appendix A A189ID 099-08-01-01

»Tim Christopher, personal communication, 6/20/20
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Overlooking North Canoe Creek along Middle Hesper Road, this rural Norwegian Lutheran Church has its origin closely tied with the Hauge family 
(formerly Haugen) occupation in Canoe Township.  Early Norwegian immigrants along the Canoe Creek area would often hold community worship 
in nearby homes, with the occasional visit of ordained ministers.  One of the homes that visiting preachers would first arrive at was that of Peter 
(Peder) Larson Hauge.  Born in Norway on February 2, 1816, Peter would marry his wife Anna Sattermore in their native homeland in 1853 before 
leaving for Canada where he worked at a sawmill for one year.  They would later leave for Wisconsin, eventually making their way to Canoe 
Township in the fall of 1854.  Peter is regarded as the primary driving force and founder of the Hauge Lutheran Church, beginning with the baptism 
of his daughter Beret Haugen by Reverend Elling Eielson on June 10, 1859.  Pastor Eielson is considered to be the first Norwegian minister 
ordained in America who previously served as a lay evangelist in the Bardu area of Norway where Peter Hauge and his wife Anna had emigrated 
from.  The baptism of Peter’s daughter Beret would spark the formation of the Hauge Congregation, with the organizing meeting held in the Nils 
Hinberg home.  The land for the church building would be purchased from William and Sarah Puntney on Christmas Eve of 1873, with Peter Hauge 
signing the instrument of purchase which stipulated that congregation was legally obligated to erect a church within the next five years or the land 
would revert back to the Puntney’s.  Construction would begin in 1874 and be completed in 1875 when the church roof was added, with Paul 
Verner serving as the contractor for the project.  Daniel Hanson and Borre Voorhus would assist in the stonemasonry work, procuring the building 
stone from a farm quarry located south of the Canoe Creek bridge on the east side of the road.  Once completed, the 2 ft thick walls of native 
limestone would be plastered on the inside, and the “pebble-dozed” stucco seen today added at a later date shortly after World War I.  The church 
building has received numerous additions since its initial construction, including the sacristy in 1894 and bell tower in 1901 that increased the 
overall length of the structure to 70 ft.  The first pastor of the Hauge Lutheran Church would be Frederick Herman Carlson, who arrived from 
Sweden in 1868 and served the congregation until 1880.  The Hauge Ladies Aid Society would also be organized around 1870 by Mrs. Kari Hugos 
and Mrs. Eli Voldahl, which worked to raise funds for mission work conducted both locally and elsewhere.  The last regular service held in the 
native Norwegian language was preached by Reverent Carl Losen in 1945 or 1946, representing the end of an era.

SHPO 96-00323Name Hauge Lutheran Church See Appendix A A191ID 099-08-02-01

»Bailey, Edwin C. Past and Present of Winneshiek County, Iowa.  2 vols.  The S. J. Clarke Publishing Company, Chicago. (1913)
»Haugen, Arnold O. Hauge Lutheran Church of Canoe Township, Winneshiek County, Iowa.  Private Printing, Dorchester, Iowa. (1980); Official 
Iowa Site Inventory Form for Hauge Lutheran Church (Hauge Evangelske Lutherske Menighed).  Site Inventory Number 96-00323.  On file, State 
Historic Preservation Office of Iowa, Des Moines. (1985)

Based on archival evidence, the property was first under the ownership of H. P. Johnson, but a depiction of the farmstead does not appear until the 
property is acquired by Nels Holkesvik after 1886 (Warner and Foote).  Nels would leave Wisconsin with his family at the age of four, arriving in 
Winneshiek County in 1856.  He would later marry Julia Orson in 1877, establishing the farmstead shortly after.  The side-gabled stone spring 
house is oriented in a northwest-to-southeast direction, with an upland drainageway just west of the structure that has been modified to function as a 
drainage ditch.  Water for the spring house was originally pumped from a windmill located higher on the bluff to the east, which has now become 
wooded.  Water would be piped in through the wall near the northeast corner of the building and into a concrete tank along the northwest wall that 
still exists today.  Overflow would go into a concrete trough located outside of this wall, which has greatly deteriorated and is now landscaped.  The 
existing metal roof was installed within the last 10 years, while the 1.5 ft thick walls remain in good condition.  The grandson of the current owner 
intends to have the spring house repointed in the future and preserved, utilizing the building for storage or possibly even as a Holkesvik family 
museum.

SHPOName Holkesvik Milk House See Appendix A A193ID 099-08-03-01

»Robert Holkesvik, personal communication, 7/16/20.
»Decorah Public Opinion. Aged Man Died Here November 25.  1 December:3.  Decorah, Iowa. (1943)
»Warner, George E. and C. M. Foote. Plat Book of Winneshiek County, Iowa.  Warner and Foote, Minneapolis.  Washington Prairie Lutheran 
Church. (1886)

The Reis House features an L-shaped plan, with the north section (21 x 28 ft) interpreted as being constructed as the initial residence sometime 
around 1860, and the south addition (19 x 23 ft) attached at the southwest corner approximately a decade later following the conclusion of the Civil 
War.  Both portions of the house closely match in their construction method and materials, consisting of rough-cut native limestone laid in regular 
courses.  The proprietor of the farmstead was the Snell family, who were some of the earliest settlers in Bluffton Township. Edwin Snell and his 
wife Elizabeth arrived at Winneshiek County in 1855 with their four children after spending 17 years residing in McHenry County, Illinois, with 
Edwin becoming one of the first officers in Bluffton Township after being elected to the position of assessor.  The Snell’s would work hard to 
improve upon the land which they purchased from the United States government.  By 1882, the 125 acre farmstead was described as being “well-
stocked” and containing a “good stone residence,” with only 10 acres remaining in timber.  The Snell farm would remain in the family for another 
130 years and, outside the realignment of Chimney Rock Road, little has changed in the surrounding environment since first settlement.  And while 
many of the original outbuildings of the Snell farmstead have since been removed, the “good stone residence” endures as a tribute to the expertise 
and craftsmanship afforded by its builders.

SHPO 96-00788Name Reis House See Appendix A A195ID 099-09-01-01

»Becker, Janee and Shay Gooder.  Official Iowa Site Inventory Form for the Reis House, Winneshiek County.  Site Inventory Number 96-00788. 
(2021)
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The 1½-story White House displays simple Italianate features, including smaller stones arranged in segmental arches over the openings that 
generally have large stone sills.  The 2 ft-thick walls are constructed of regular-coursed limestone, while the foundation consists of random-coursed 
limestone blocks.  Two 20th century frame additions are found along the house that include an enclosed porch with a shed roof (10 x 10 ft) and a 
hip-roofed section that covers the entirety of the north façade (14 x 30 ft).  This north addition is built on a concrete block foundation that is actively 
collapsing along the north basement wall.  Few alterations have occurred with the stone house itself since its conception in the mid-19th century.  
Several of the openings have experience varying degrees of modification, including the original west-facing entrance that has been partially filled 
with concrete block and converted into a window.  The basis for so many alternative names of the White House is due to the inability to precisely 
identify the actual builder of the residence.  The property was first acquired by Bangs Nickerson from the federal government in 1864, with the 
warrant assigned by Joseph Robinson, a veteran of the War of 1812.  Nickerson arrived in Iowa shortly after 1856 and identified himself as a 
resident of Bluffton.  While the location of his initial residence is unknown, he likely did not construct the stone house given his passing in 1867 
shortly after purchasing the property.  While purely speculative, the construction of the residence is generally considered to be associated with one 
of the subsequent owners of the property.  Following Nickerson’s passing, his son Dexter would quickly sell the 200 ac parcel to Lyman D. Morse, 
a miller and one of the founding settlers of Bluffton.

SHPO 96-00695Name White House See Appendix A A197ID 099-09-02-01

»Alexander, W. E. History of Winneshiek and Allamakee Counties, Iowa.  Western Publishing Company, Sioux City, Iowa. (1882)
»Carlson, Richard J. Official Iowa Site Inventory Form for the Nickerson/Morse/Salls/Gibbs House.  Site Inventory Number 96-00695.  On file, 
State Historic Preservation Office of Iowa, Des Moines. (2012)

The limestone outhouse on the property is considered to be of contemporaneous construction with the house, although the stones are thicker and 
more decoratively finished than the residence.  In particular, the west façade containing the central entry features more fine tooling of the stones, 
with little to no ornate tooling on the remaining sides.  The side-gable roof has collapsed, but a wooden board along the interior of the east wall 
indicates that the outhouse was a three-seater.  One of the early owners of the property was Lyman Morse, whose family arrived in Winneshiek 
County from Cortland County, New York, in 1851 or 1852.  Lyman’s father Philip was one of the builders of the first saw mill in Decorah in 1851, 
while his brother Henry would construct the Bluffton saw mill in 1852 (later a grist mill), as well as a grist mill for Joseph Speilman in Spillville, 
Iowa.  Lyman was a miller himself and likely lived in Bluffton with his wife Sarah to be in closer proximity to the mill, with the 200 ac Nickerson 
farm outside of town serving as a rental or secondary residence.  Lyman would sell the property in August of 1870 to his uncle and partner in the 
milling business, Stephen H. Salls.  Identified as a master miller, Salls would have a very large landholding in Bluffton Township, acquiring 600 ac 
by 1864 and later becoming a farmer that is more consistent with the rural setting of the stone house and outhouse.  Salls would eventually sell a 
portion of the 200 ac property to Wesley and Sarah Gibbs in 1872, which remained in their family until 1893.  Given their milling background, it is 
more probable that either Morse or Salls were the builders of the stone structures.

SHPO 96-00695Name White Outhouse See Appendix A A199ID 099-09-02-02

»Alexander, W. E. History of Winneshiek and Allamakee Counties, Iowa.  Western Publishing Company, Sioux City, Iowa. (1882)
»Carlson, Richard J. Official Iowa Site Inventory Form for the Nickerson/Morse/Salls/Gibbs House.  Site Inventory Number 96-00695.  On file, 
State Historic Preservation Office of Iowa, Des Moines. (2012)

Walking onto the pastured slope overlooking a portion of broad valley formed by the Upper Iowa River, the feelings of entering a rural English farm 
are elicited when one observes this isolated stone silo against the lush backdrop.  And that is not far from reality given its origins with the Smith 
family from Yorkshire, England, in particular William “Uncle Billy” Smith.  Born in 1837, William’s interests were in farming despite his father’s 
profession as a tailor, and his understanding of stone masonry was likely acquired in his native homeland.  Following his father’s passing, William 
would leave for the United States in 1855 with his mother Sarah and five siblings, which included his sisters Clara and Matilda (Mathilda) who 
appear on the plat map depictions of the property.  The Smith family would first settle in Canoe Township with William’s oldest brother George, 
who had previously immigrated in the late 1840s.  At this location, William would manage a 40 acre parcel purchased by his mother until her death 
in 1862.  Following her passing, William would purchase a small farm in Bluffton Township that he would quickly develop into 400 ac, with his 
sisters Clara and Matilda owning the adjacent parcels.  The Smith siblings would specialize in stock-raising and become quite wealthy in their 
endeavors.  William would retire from farming shortly after his sister Clara’s passing at the turn of the century, moving to Decorah with his sister 
Matilda.  He would continue to rent out the farmland, which at this point had grown to nearly 800 ac.  While living in Decorah, William and 
Matilda would discuss the importance of funding a hospital as the town had yet to establish one.  Rev. Paul Koren was also aware of this necessity, 
having visiting hundreds in the area to ask for donations.  When his sister passed away, William offered up $10,000 of both their estates, provided 
Rev. Koren could raise $15,000 in public funding.  And such a feat was accomplished, with nearly $26,000 put towards the new Decorah Hospital 
that was constructed in 1914, later renamed as The Smith Memorial Hospital in recognition of William’s humanitarian efforts.  Today, this hospital 
is known as the Winneshiek Medical Center.

SHPOName Schnitzler Silo See Appendix A A201ID 099-09-03-01

»Bailey, Edwin C. Past and Present of Winneshiek County, Iowa.  The S. J. Clarke Publishing Company, Chicago, Illinois. (1913)
»Decorah Republican. William H. Smith Obituary.  24 February:1.  Decorah, Iowa. (1916)
Hart, Bill. Red Book Notes.  Decorah Journal 1 July:2.  Decorah, Iowa. (1982)
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Also known as the District Number 2 School of Bluffton Township, this stone school derived its common name from the Casey family who were 
natives of Ireland, arriving in Winneshiek County from Ohio in 1857.  The front-gabled building lacks a basement and is oriented in a northwest-to-
southeast direction, paralleling Bluffton Road/County Road W20.  A hipped, frame enclosure (8.5 x 10.5 ft) forms a small entrance room that was 
added along the south façade, with stucco plastered over the exterior of the stonework at an earlier date.  Three equally-spaced, round arch windows 
are found on either side of the structure for natural light, with the north façade a solid wall.  A brick chimney was previously located at the gable 
peak above this portion of the building, that has since been removed.  This chimney was originally connected to the stove and was nearly 
responsible for the tragic demise of several students.  At the end of the spring term in 1906, a strong storm moving through the area resulted in a 
bolt of lightning to strike the chimney, pass through the stove, and electrocute two nearby children, sending them both immediately to the floor.  
Thanks to the quick action of their teacher Miss Kate Horen, both students would be revived and recover fully.  The Casey School remained in 
operation up through the mid-1950s but closed as so many other rural schools did following county-wide district reorganization.  The building 
remains vacant today, with the interior previously restored sometime in the 1970s or 1980s.

SHPO 96-00342Name Casey School See Appendix A A203ID 099-09-04-01

»Bailey, Edwin C. Past and Present of Winneshiek County, Iowa.  The S. J. Clarke Publishing Company, Chicago, Illinois. (1913)
»Decorah Republican. County News: Bluffton.  5 July:7.  Decorah, Iowa. (1906)
»Johnson, Steven L. The Survey of Schoolhouses in Winneshiek County, Iowa.  Winneshiek County Historic Preservation Commission, Decorah, 
Iowa. (1986)

Used for storing milk and separating cream, this rural example of vernacular stone masonry features rough-cut limestone blocks laid in regular 
courses.  The structure has experienced several episodes of repointing, including the patchy application of poured concrete as a mortar in several 
locations.  However, settling along the foundation has compromised the integrity of the building, resulting in several large cracks in the walls.  A 
central entry is found along the east façade, and a small rectangular window is found at the top of the north façade, with both openings extending to 
the roof line which is generally over 6 ft from the ground surface.  Additionally, it appears that a thin veneer of plaster was applied to the exterior of 
the walls and painted white, but this has largely deteriorated away.  The hipped pyramid roof with asphalt shingles is a replacement, with a vintage 
metal cupola placed at the peak.  The windmill found just north of the structure historically would pump water into the adjacent cistern, which in 
turn would be pumped into the milk house through a small opening in the north wall, and the overflow exiting through a small opening in the west 
wall.  Both the windmill and cistern are no longer in use, with the cistern currently capped in concrete.  Little is known on the history of this small 
stone building, outside of its probably construction in the mid-to late 19th century given the farmsteads depiction on the early historic plat maps.  
One notable individual associated with the property is Hans Gulbrandson, a Civil War veteran.  Hans served with the Decorah Guards, also known 
as Company D, of the Third Regiment of Iowa Volunteers, and was wounded at the Battle of Shiloh in April of 1862.

SHPOName Bergan Milk House See Appendix A A205ID 099-09-05-01

»Anna Bergan, personal communication, 7/21/20
»Sparks, Charles H. History of Winneshiek County, Iowa.  Riverside Printing House, Milwaukee, Wisconsin. (1877)

The former farmstead with which the Hoyland Barn was originally part of is far removed from the main roads, serving as a relic to an earlier pioneer 
landscape.  The side-gabled, vernacular stone structure has a central entryway along the south façade that may have had a lean-to attached given the 
remnants of a frame structure just in front of the wall, possibly even originating from the original frame roof that has long since been removed.  The 
entry features a stone arch lintel with a single, small rectangular opening on either side of the door that are of an unknown function, potentially 
serving as joist holes or as a way to transport resources (e.g., water) into the barn from the exterior.  The interior of the building has indications of 
previously being plastered, as well as evidence of once having walls given the remnants of both vertical and horizontal mortared joints.  
Additionally, below the round arch windows at the west and east gable ends, a series of inset horizontal joists centered in the walls can be found.  
The structure may have also contained a loft area based on the presence of a ledge set back into each upper wall approximately 5–6 in.  The barn 
was likely built by Austin (A. T.) Luros, one of the first setters in western Highland Township who first acquired the property with his family in the 
spring of 1854 after arriving from Norway.  The construction date of 1869 is derived from its supposed inscription on the keystone positioned above 
the arched window found in the west façade.  However, this date can no longer be definitively seen after years of deterioration along the face of the 
stone.  Even though Austin would pass away in 1871 shortly after establishing the farmstead, it would remain in the Luros family for over a century.  
Even today, the rectangular stone foundation of what is interpreted as the residence can be found west of the barn, in addition to a large depression 
that may represent the cistern.  Given their similarity in construction and materials, it is likely that both the barn and the house were built 
contemporaneously.

SHPO 96-00789Name Hoyland Barn See Appendix A A207ID 100-07-01-01

»Becker, Janee and Shay Gooder.  Official Iowa Site Inventory Form for the Hoyland Barn, Winneshiek County.  Site Inventory Number 96-00789. 
(2021)
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The Murray farm in the southeast corner of Highland Township represents a significant archeological property dating back to pre-settlement times, 
containing intact cultural deposits associated with a historic Native American component and all phases of farmstead development related to the 
Pfister family.  Structural remnants of the early pioneer homestead include an intact cistern, two limestone block walls, and a limestone foundation 
overlain by fragments of hand-hewn logs.  The limestone block structure that is the subject of this investigation is actually the second residence of 
the property and predates the current frame home that was built in 1882.  Based on previous survey work conducted along Locust Road that initially 
documented the farmstead as an archeological site (13WH146), the limestone foundation with log remnants represents the original cabin which was 
the first Pfister residence of the property.  The family would build the stone house seen today while living in this cabin, which suggests a possible 
1850s or 1860s construction date prior to the established of the primary frame residence in 1882.  As local legend indicates, while the Pfister family 
lived in their newly constructed stone house, their previous cabin was actually used by members of the Winnebago Tribe, who would stay in the log 
structure several nights when passing through the area.  The remains of a pre-settlement trail (13WH147) first appearing on the 1852 General Land 
Office map and utilized through the early part of the 20th century is found just northeast of the farmstead that was likely established as part of 
prehistoric trail networks.  In fact, during excavations for an electrical line trench in the early 1990s, a cache of flint projectile points or knives was 
unearthed near the site.  Today, the nearly 2 ft-thick stone walls are all that remain of the second Pfister residence, although in remarkably good 
condition.  The one-story structure features rough-cut limestone laid in irregular courses, as well as a basement and the original floor joists still 
intact.  A single window opening extending to the top of the stonework is found at the center of the north and west façades, while several openings 
are found along the base of the structure that likely represent basement windows.  The entrance to the stone house appears to have been along the 
east façade, despite most of this wall missing.  Additionally, a large concrete pad in front of what is interpreted as the entrance may indicate that the 
building had a second life, possibly as a livestock barn after the Pfister family moved into their larger frame house.

SHPOName Murray House See Appendix A A209ID 100-07-02-01

»Thomas Murray, personal communication, 7/16/20
»Shaffer, Scott C. Phase I Cultural Resource Investigation for Proposed Road Improvements Along County Road W-38, Pleasant and Highland 
Townships, Winneshiek County, Iowa.  BCA 355.  Bear Creek Archeology, Inc., Cresco, Iowa. (1994)

This spring house is one of the few surviving stone buildings from the pioneer farmstead of the George Pfister family.  The land parcel containing 
the property was originally purchased by Benjamin Bear on June 29, 1853, who also owned additional plots throughout Section 31 that totaled 240 
acres.  Bear was part of the New York regiment that fought in the War of 1812.  However, according to the current landowner, it was his widow 
who was given the land in Highland Township by the United States government, indicating that the Bear family never actually lived on the property.  
The parcel would subsequently be acquired by George Pfister, a German immigrant who was highly regarded throughout the area, even serving as 
Justice of the Peace in Highland Township.  As a child, he would help build the first brick residence in Winneshiek County that belonged to 
William Vail, one of the founders of Locust.  Prior to receiving the name Locust, the small village was actually called Locust Lane, a name 
supposedly suggested by George that he based on the two rows of Locust tress on each side of the road.  George would later move to Decorah with 
his wife but, following her passing in 1928, would return to the farm to live his remaining years with his son Alwin (Alvin).  When the limestone 
spring house was first recorded in the early 1990s, the structure was described as “intact.”  Unfortunately, the structure is now in a greatly 
deteriorated state, with the roof long since collapsed and decomposed.  The west façade is built into the backslope of the upland landform, with the 
sediment weight causing much of this wall to collapse.  Spring water still flows south-to-north through the structure, exiting through a small 
opening at the base of the northeast corner.  The entrance is found along the east façade and is set toward the southeast corner, with several concrete 
steps found on the inside of this wall that extend slightly below ground surface.  Indications are that the spring house was constructed 
contemporaneously with the stone house found on the hill to the southeast, which was the second residence of the Pfister family.  However, it would 
appear that greater care was taken in constructing the spring house, as the rough-cut limestone blocks are more uniform in size and laid in regular 
courses.  This could suggest that the building was constructed at a later date than the stone house once a greater mastery of stone masonry had been 
achieved, or that more time was afforded in its development.

SHPOName Murray Spring House See Appendix A A211ID 100-07-02-02

»Thomas Murray, personal communication, 7/16/20
»Green, Harry J. Moving to Decorah.  Decorah Public Opinion 11 July:6.  Decorah Iowa. (1917)
»Shaffer, Scott C. Phase I Cultural Resource Investigation for Proposed Road Improvements Along County Road W-38, Pleasant and Highland 
Townships, Winneshiek County, Iowa.  BCA 355.  Bear Creek Archeology, Inc., Cresco, Iowa. (1994)
»Weigle, E. J. The Story of Locust.  Decorah Journal 15 July:2–3.  Decorah, Iowa. (1976)
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Despite never having a railroad, Highlandville flourished in the early years of Winneshiek County as the only town inside Highlandville Township.  
One of the driving forces was the Highlandville flour mill along South Bear Creek, which was built by Peter Olson in 1860 and later operated by his 
son Henry.  The small country town quickly grew from roughly 50 inhabitants in the 1880s to a population well over 100 after the turn of the 
century.  At one point, Highlandville consisted of three general stores, several farm machinery dealers, a post office, a hospital, a creamery, a 
blacksmith shop, and a school located just west of the spring house that was recently accepted into the National Register of Historic Places 
(Highlandville School 2013).  Constructed of a relatively soft variant of native limestone that form the 2 ft-thick walls, the spring house is built into 
the backslope adjacent to the existing roadbed, obscuring nearly the entire north façade.  The base of the south and west walls appear to be 
reinforced with poured concrete, but as whole the entire structure is quite stable.  The gable roof is covered by standing seam aluminum, a modern 
addition that has aided in the building’s preservation.  The only opening to the spring house is the entrance found at the center of the east façade.  
The interior floor is completely submerged in standing water, with the overflow exiting through a ceramic pipe positioned toward the center of the 
south wall.  This may be a secondary incorporation to the structure, as a lower discharge pipe that is sealed can be found at the base near the 
southwest corner.  Interestingly, a beveled opening can be found near the top of the stonework at the center of the north and south interior walls.  
However, these openings do not extend through the entirety of the wall and their specific function is currently unknown.  The seepage of spring 
water through the structure seems to be quite substantial, forming an inundated wetland area to the south that drains a short distance into South Bear 
Creek.  While the Peter Olson mill would eventually close due to water power failure, this stone spring mill continues to function as it was intended 
and offers a glimpse into the pioneer landscape of historic Highlandville.

SHPOName Highlandville Spring House See Appendix A A213ID 100-07-03-01

»Alexander, W. E. History of Winneshiek and Allamakee Counties, Iowa.  Western Publishing Company, Sioux City, Iowa. (1882)
»Bailey, Edwin C. Past and Present of Winneshiek County, Iowa.  The S. J. Clarke Publishing Company, Chicago, Illinois. (1913)

Located between Highlandville and Quandahl, Iowa, the Bear Creek Woolen Mills traces their initial conception back to William Painter, one of the 
first settlers in the county responsible for building several of the first mills in Decorah.  Painter originally built the dam and grist mill along North 
Bear Creek in 1870, which featured a small shed along the mill and an approximately 5 ft tall dam that was reportedly constructed of log, plank, and 
rock.  This dam featured a gate that would trap water from the creek into a reservoir, and divert water into the millrace, where ethe water was 
funneled into a 16 ft drop-off onto the turbine wheel.  The spinning of this turbine provided the major source of power to run the machinery within 
the mill.  John B. Munro (Monroe) eventually purchased the grist mill and dam from Painter in 1879 or 1880, however other sources indicate that 
this purchase could have been as early as 1877.  It is unclear if the grist mill had not been profitable, or if at the time a woolen mill would prove to 
be more lucrative, and when Munro acquired the grist mill it was converted into what it is known as today, the Bear Creek Woolen Mills.  As one of 
the oldest known industries to have existed in the area, the woolen mills provided a vital service to the early pioneers.  This woolen mill was one of 
five woolen mills located throughout Winneshiek County, and was the last to remain active throughout time.   Three foundation remnants can be 
found from this historic mill today.  The first of these foundations (Foundation No. 1) is constructed of rough-cut limestone in which the walls are 
over 2 ft in width and features a relatively shallow basement or possible crawl space with an interior wall.  A small entrance area (6.5 x 7.5 ft) 
extends north from the foundation near its northwest corner and may have either served as an access to the building, or a walk-in to the basement.  It 
is unknown if this location represents where Painter operated his grist mill, or if the foundation remnant is from the log residence inhabited by 
Munro and his family.  Of particular note is the presence of a rough-cut stone cistern located approximately 13 ft south of the foundation.  With a 4 
ft diameter at the opening, the bell-shaped cistern expands toward the bottom, although only a shallow portion remains exposed due to sediment 
accumulation.  Given its presence, it is likely that this foundation remnant is associated with a former residence of the property.

SHPO 96-00357Name Bear Creek Woolen Mills Foundation No. 1 See Appendix A A215ID 100-07-04-01

»Hale, Dudey. Venerable Woolen Mills in Bear Creek Valley Still Runs.  The Decorah Journal 19 September: 5.  Decorah, Iowa. (1928)
»Jagerson, Royal O. Letters to the Editor: Reader Revives Memory of Old Woolen Mill.  Decorah Journal 8 April:2.  Decorah, Iowa. (1976)
»Weigle, E.J. North Bear Mill Marked by Lonely Grave.  Decorah Journal 20 May:2–3.  Decorah, Iowa. (1976)

The proprietor of the Bear Creek Woolen Mills, John B. Munro (Monroe), is described as North Bear Creek’s first and only industrialist.  Born in 
Scotland on October 26, 1817, Munro likely learned the spinner’s trade while in England.  Oddly, in the 1882 history of Winneshiek County 
(Alexander) incorrectly lists Munro as born in Canada in 1850 and not arriving to Winneshiek County until 1879.  When Munro did arrive to Iowa, 
he was employed at several woolen mills, including serving as superintendent at the Ammon-Scott Woolen Mill along West Water Street in 
Decorah.  He left this position in the late 1870s to start his own woolen mill along North Bear Creek in Highland Township.  Cities and railroads 
were far removed from this rural setting, and the little woolen mill would prove to be the valued source of yarn for cloth by the early pioneers.  After 
acquiring the property, Munro and his family lived in a small log cabin near the mill, the remnants of which are possibly represented by the 
foundation located to the west (Foundation No. 1).  There are conflicting reports on whether Munro was married with a family, or that he lived in 
this cabin with his mother and two sisters.  However, this particular foundation remnant (Foundation No. 2) is interpreted as being associated with 
the stone building that Munro built after buying the dam and grist mill from William Painter.  An early photo indicates that this was a front-gabled 
structure with a frame roof and walls constructed of rough-cut limestone laid in regular courses.  Munro would outfit this building with equipment 
for carding, combining, and spinning yarn, as well as for preparing sheets of wool for comforters.  Water from North Bear Creek would not only 
furnish power for the building, but also be used to wash the wool.  While largely obscured by dense overgrowth, the foundation that remains from 
Munro’s stone building indicates that there was not a basement, with a pile of large limestone blocks found along the west/northwest side.  
Positioned at the edge of upland footslope, the structure would have overlooked the millrace and adjacent depression in the landform that is 
interpreted to have been where the water was “boxed-in” to form a small reservoir behind the turbine wheel.  Along the alluvial terrace just below 
the foundation remnant, a short retaining wall of rough-cut limestone can be found that is likely where the turbine wheel was positioned.  Given the 
sudden drop in elevation at this location, this would have provided the mechanism for water to cascade onto the wheel in order to generate power.

SHPO 96-00357Name Bear Creek Woolen Mills Foundation No. 2 See Appendix A A217ID 100-07-04-02

»Alexander, W. E. History of Winneshiek and Allamakee Counties, Iowa.  Western Publishing Company, Sioux City, Iowa. (1882)
»Hale, Dudey. Venerable Woolen Mills in Bear Creek Valley Still Runs.  The Decorah Journal 19 September: 5.  Decorah, Iowa. (1928)
»Jagerson, Royal O. Letters to the Editor: Reader Revives Memory of Old Woolen Mill.  Decorah Journal 8 April:2.  Decorah, Iowa. (1976)
»Weigle, E.J. North Bear Mill Marked by Lonely Grave.  Decorah Journal 20 May:2–3.  Decorah, Iowa. (1976)
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The Bear Creek Woolen Mills represent the last of the small custom mills to have existed in northeast Iowa.  Unfortunately, the proprietor John B. 
Munro would only operate his mill industry for a few short years before his sudden passing on November 19, 1881.  Nels N. Folkedahl, an 
employee of Munro’s, took over following his death and would become owner in 1882.  With the help of his two sons, Nort and Olaf, the woolen 
mills would run year-round and see major success.  At its peak, his building would be outfitted with a picker machine to shred the wool, a carding
machine for batting, a finisher machine for processing the wool into thick strands, and a spinning machine, together producing quilting, bedding, 
and kitting yarns.  Only two colors were supplied at the time that included pure white and gray, which was also called “the natural,” and consisted 
of a combination of black and white wool.  While a major part of the business would come from Iowa, Minnesota, and the Dakotas, the Folkedahl 
mill would have wool sent in from as far as California and Tennessee as well.  As his newspaper advertisements would read, farmers who wished to 
have their wool processed for comforters or made into yarn would send by parcel post to “Bear Creek Woolen Mill, R. F. D. No. 3, Spring Grove, 
Minnesota.”  Nells would run his mill service until his death on April 16, 1934, with his sons continuing the operation thereafter.  Unfortunately, 
severe flooding through the North Bear Creek valley in 1935 would destroy the millrace dam and significantly damage the mill building beyond 
repair.  Although barely visible above the ground surface, this foundation remnant (Foundation No. 3) consists of poured concrete in which the 
walls are 8–9 in thick walls.  While the function of this building is unknown, it was likely built after Folkedahl took over the operation given its 
construction material.  The layout indicates that there was an interior wall, as well as a possible entrance area (13 x 17 ft) along the north/northwest 
side.   A historic dump can also be found just southwest of the foundation that consists primarily of metal cans and glass bottles, many of which 
appear to be vaccine bottles for livestock and could be associated with the abandoned farmstead found south of the property. The three foundation 
remnants are all that persist of the buildings that once represented the thriving mill industry that operated along this portion of the North Bear 
Creek.  Although John B. Munro would only be able to enjoy the business he established for a few short years, he developed such a great affinity for 
the area that he asked to be buried high on the bluff overlooking the creek and his beloved woolen mills.  His wishes were carried out, and an 
isolated tombstone can still be found today marking his final resting spot.

SHPO 96-00357Name Bear Creek Woolen Mills Foundation No. 3 See Appendix A A219ID 100-07-04-03

»Hale, Dudey. Venerable Woolen Mills in Bear Creek Valley Still Runs.  The Decorah Journal 19 September: 5.  Decorah, Iowa. (1928)
»Jagerson, Royal O. Letters to the Editor: Reader Revives Memory of Old Woolen Mill.  Decorah Journal 8 April:2.  Decorah, Iowa. (1976)
»Weigle, E.J. North Bear Mill Marked by Lonely Grave.  Decorah Journal 20 May:2–3.  Decorah, Iowa. (1976)

This concrete and rough-cut limestone monument marks the original location of the Kjome School north of Highlandville, Iowa.  A column of stone 
sits at the center of a concrete pad (4.5 x 10 ft), and supports an angled tablet of concrete that holds a bronze plaque indicating that the monument 
was erected by former students of the school in 1995.  The plaque also displays the school’s secondary names, as well as its period of occupation at 
the site (1855–1960).  The Kjome School was a frame building (20’ 3” x 30’ 3”) facing north with a gable roof and a brick chimney positioned at its 
south end.  The entrance featured a single-story addition, with a set of six equally spaced windows along the east façade and a set of two windows 
along the west façade situated near the corners.  At this original location, the Kjome School had a stone foundation and a basement, which appears 
on modern aerial imagery as a rectangular depression in the upland landform.  This basement could be accessed through a door found at the north 
end of the east façade, with a walk-out basement door also found at the south end of the building that faced downhill.  Its plausible that some of the 
original stone from the foundation was repurposed in the monument’s construction.  The Kjome School would be moved in 1960 to Hesper, Iowa, 
where it served another 10 years and is one of only two in Winneshiek County that served as a school at both its original and moved locations.  
Although the Kjome School is no longer standing today, this roadside marker serves as a reminder to travelers of the early pioneer school that once 
stood here. 

SHPO 96-00354Name Kjome School Marker See Appendix A A221ID 100-07-05-01

»Johnson, Steven L. The Survey of Schoolhouses in Winneshiek County, Iowa.  Winneshiek County Historic Preservation Commission, Decorah, 
Iowa. (1986)

Located just east of Highway 52 along State Line Road, this isolated concrete survey marker is a physical representation of what is essentially a 
corner on a map between Sections 35 and 36 of Canton Township.  Situated at the edge of an agricultural field along the fence line and just south of 
the unincorporated community of Prosper, Minnesota, the marker was established by surveyors as a positional reference point. State Line Road has 
long been considered the border line between Iowa and Minnesota, although the actual state line is technically not a straight line and rather a curve 
reflecting the shape of the Earth.  This marker sits on a square concrete pad and extends over 8 ft above the ground, giving the structure a high 
degree of visibility from the road.  A square impression found along the western face indicates that some type of metal plate or sign was previously 
attached, possibly providing legal locational data.  Today, the concrete marker is a popular spot for geocaching where participants use mobile 
devices or Global Positioning Systems (GPS) to locate hidden treasures as a form of treasure hunting.

SHPOName State Line Marker See Appendix A A223ID 100-09-01-01

»Buxengard, Jan Lee. Historic Iowa-Minnesota State Line Survey Marker Located.  Decorah Journal 21 October:1.  Decorah, Iowa. (2010)
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Additional Photographs

SHPO NAName Blumhagen Bridge See Appendix A A1ID 096-07-01-01

View to the south (12/5/20).1 View to the southwest (12/5/20).2

View to the southwest (12/5/20).3 View to the south (12/5/20).4



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00796Name Gerleman House See Appendix A A3ID 096-08-01-01

View to the southwest (8/13/20).1 View to the south (8/13/20).2

View to the northeast (8/13/20).3 View to the north (8/13/20).4



Additional Photographs

SHPO NAName Massman House See Appendix A A5ID 096-08-02-01

View to the southeast (8/11/20).1 View to the northwest (8/11/20).2

View to the southwest (8/11/20).3 View to the northeast (8/11/20).4



Additional Photographs

SHPO NAName Massman House See Appendix A A5ID 096-08-02-01

View to the south (8/11/20).5 View to the southeast (8/11/20).6

View to the west (8/11/20).7 View to the west (8/11/20).8



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00029Name Stavanger Lutheran Church See Appendix A A7ID 096-08-03-01

View to the northeast (8/11/20).1 View to the north (8/11/20).2

View to the northwest (8/11/20).3 View to the northeast (8/11/20).4



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00029Name Stavanger Lutheran Church See Appendix A A7ID 096-08-03-01

View to the east (8/11/20).5 View to the east (8/11/20).6

View to the west (8/11/20).7 View to the north (8/11/20).8



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00527Name St. James Lutheran Church See Appendix A A9ID 096-09-01-01

View to the north (8/5/20).1 View to the southeast (8/5/20).2

View to the south (8/5/20).3 View to the north (8/5/20).4



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00527Name St. James Lutheran Church See Appendix A A9ID 096-09-01-01

View to the south (8/5/20).5 View to the southwest (8/5/20).6

View to the northeast (8/5/20).7 View to the northwest (8/5/20).8



Additional Photographs

SHPO 13WH212Name Lensing House See Appendix A A11ID 096-09-02-01

View to the north (10/30/20).1 View to the west (10/30/20).2

View to the northeast (10/30/20).3 View to the east (10/30/20).4



Additional Photographs

SHPO 13WH212Name Lensing House See Appendix A A11ID 096-09-02-01

View to the south (10/30/20).5 View to the northeast (10/30/20).6

View to the east (8/5/20).7 View to the northwest (8/5/20).8



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00518Name Fort Atkinson North Barracks See Appendix A A13ID 096-09-03-01

View to the south (8/7/20).1 View to the north (8/7/20).2

View to the northeast (8/7/20).3 View to the northwest (8/7/20).4



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00518Name Fort Atkinson North Barracks See Appendix A A13ID 096-09-03-01

View to the northwest (8/7/20).5 View to the west (8/7/20).6

View to the northwest (8/7/20).7 View to the east (8/7/20).8



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00522Name Fort Atkinson Powder Magazine See Appendix A A15ID 096-09-03-02

View to the northeast (8/7/20).1 View to the southeast (8/7/20).2

View to the south (8/7/20).3 View to the east (8/7/20).4



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00522Name Fort Atkinson Powder Magazine See Appendix A A15ID 096-09-03-02

View to the southeast (8/7/20).5 View to the east (8/7/20).6

View to the east (8/7/20).7 View to the southwest (8/7/20).8



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00520Name Fort Atkinson NE Blockhouse See Appendix A A17ID 096-09-03-03

View to the south (8/7/20).1 View to the west (8/7/20).2

View to the southwest (8/7/20).3 View to the northwest (8/7/20).4



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00520Name Fort Atkinson NE Blockhouse See Appendix A A17ID 096-09-03-03

View to the southeast (8/7/20).5 View to the northeast (8/7/20).6

View to the east (8/7/20).7 View to the east (8/7/20).8



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00512Name Fort Atkinson SW Blockhouse See Appendix A A19ID 096-09-03-04

View to the southeast (8/7/20).1 View to the northwest (8/7/20).2

View to the west (8/7/20).3 View to the southwest (8/7/20).4



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00512Name Fort Atkinson SW Blockhouse See Appendix A A19ID 096-09-03-04

View to the north (8/7/20).5 View to the west (8/7/20).6

View to the west (8/7/20).7 View to the west (8/7/20).8



Additional Photographs

SHPOName First Congregational Church See Appendix A A21ID 096-09-04-01

View to the northwest (8/5/20).1 View to the north (8/5/20).2

View to the southeast (8/5/20).3 View to the south (8/5/20).4



Additional Photographs

SHPOName First Congregational Church See Appendix A A21ID 096-09-04-01

View to the west (8/5/20).5 View to the east (8/5/20).6

View to the north (8/5/20).7 View to the southeast (8/5/20).8



Additional Photographs

SHPOName St. John Nepomucene Church See Appendix A A23ID 096-09-05-01

View to the northwest (8/10/20).1 View to the southwest (8/10/20).2

View to the southeast (8/10/20).3 View to the northeast (8/10/20).4



Additional Photographs

SHPOName St. John Nepomucene Church See Appendix A A23ID 096-09-05-01

View to the north (8/10/20).5 View to the west (8/10/20).6

View to the northwest (8/10/20).7 View to the southwest (8/10/20).8



Additional Photographs

SHPOName St. John Nepomucene Church See Appendix A A23ID 096-09-05-01

View to the south (8/10/20).9 View to the northeast (8/10/20).10

View to the southeast (8/10/20).11 View to the east (8/10/20).12





Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00511Name Our Lady of Seven Dolors Church See Appendix A A25ID 096-09-06-01

View to the northwest (8/12/20).1 View to the southwest (8/12/20).2

View to the southeast (8/12/20).3 View to the north (8/12/20).4



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00511Name Our Lady of Seven Dolors Church See Appendix A A25ID 096-09-06-01

View to the north (8/12/20).5 View to the northwest (8/12/20).6

View to the west (8/12/20).7 View to the northwest (8/12/20).8



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00511Name Our Lady of Seven Dolors Church See Appendix A A25ID 096-09-06-01

View to the south (8/12/20).9 View to the southwest (8/12/20).10

View to the southeast (8/12/20).11 View to the northeast (8/12/20).12





Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00511Name Sacred Heart Chapel See Appendix A A27ID 096-09-06-02

View to the northeast (8/12/20).1 View to the southeast (8/12/20).2

View to the north (8/12/20).3 View to the north (8/12/20).4



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00511Name Sacred Heart Chapel See Appendix A A27ID 096-09-06-02

View to the northwest (8/12/20).5 View to the north (8/12/20).6

View to the southeast (8/12/20).7 View to the northeast (8/12/20).8



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00797Name Buchheit House See Appendix A A29ID 096-09-07-01

View to the northwest (8/11/20).1 View to the north (8/11/20).2

View to the east (8/11/20).3 View to the southwest (8/11/20).4





Additional Photographs

SHPOName Riha House See Appendix A A31ID 096-09-08-01

View to the northwest (8/12/20).1 View to the northeast (8/12/20).2

View to the west (8/12/20).3 View to the southwest (8/12/20).4



Additional Photographs

SHPOName Riha House See Appendix A A31ID 096-09-08-01

View to the southeast (8/12/20).5 View to the east (8/12/20).6

View to the south (8/12/20).7 View to the west (8/12/20).8



Additional Photographs

SHPOName Riha House See Appendix A A31ID 096-09-08-01

View to the northwest (8/12/20).9 View to the south (8/12/20).10

View to the northwest (8/12/20).11 View to the west (8/12/20).12





Additional Photographs

SHPOName Riha Milk House See Appendix A A33ID 096-09-08-02

View to the southwest (8/12/20).1 View to the northwest (8/12/20).2

View to the northwest (8/12/20).3 View to the west (8/12/20).4





Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00040Name St. Anthony of Padua Chapel See Appendix A A35ID 096-09-09-01

View to the southeast (8/11/20).1 View to the east (8/11/20).2

View to the northeast (8/11/20).3 View to the northwest (8/11/20).4



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00040Name St. Anthony of Padua Chapel See Appendix A A35ID 096-09-09-01

View to the north (8/11/20).5 View to the west (8/11/20).6

View to the south (8/11/20).7 View to the southeast (8/11/20).8



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00040Name St. Anthony of Padua Chapel See Appendix A A35ID 096-09-09-01

View to the east (8/11/20).9 View to the east (8/11/20).10

View to the east (8/11/20).11 View to the north (8/11/20).12





Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00050Name Hinsenbrock Hitching Post See Appendix A A37ID 097-07-01-01

View to the north (6/16/20).1 View to the northwest (6/16/20).2

View to the northwest (6/16/20).3 View to the south (6/16/20).4





Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00050Name Hinsenbrock Spring House See Appendix A A39ID 097-07-01-02

View to the east (6/16/20).1 View to the west (6/16/20).2

View to the northwest (6/16/20).3 View to the southeast (6/16/20).4



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00050Name Hinsenbrock Spring House See Appendix A A39ID 097-07-01-02

View to the east (6/16/20).5 View to the northeast (6/16/20).6

View to the northeast (6/16/20).7 View to the southwest (6/16/20).8



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00533Name Frankville School See Appendix A A41ID 097-07-02-01

View to the southwest (6/17/20).1 View to the south (6/17/20).2

View to the west (6/17/20).3 View to the east (6/17/20).4



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00533Name Frankville School See Appendix A A41ID 097-07-02-01

View to the southeast (6/17/20).5 View to the north (6/17/20).6

View to the northwest (6/17/20).7 View to the southwest (6/17/20).8



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00112Name Jacobson Hitching Post See Appendix A A43ID 097-08-01-01

View to the southwest (8/4/20).1 View to the west (8/4/20).2

View to the east (8/4/20).3 View to the south (8/4/20).4





Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00112Name Jacobson Barn See Appendix A A45ID 097-08-01-02

View to the southeast (8/4/20).1 View to the east (8/4/20).2

View to the southwest (8/4/20).3 View to the west (8/4/20).4



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00112Name Jacobson Barn See Appendix A A45ID 097-08-01-02

View to the south (8/4/20).5 View to the southwest (8/4/20).6

View to the north (8/4/20).7 View to the northeast (8/4/20).8



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00130Name Torgrim Stone House See Appendix A A47ID 097-08-02-01

View to the northwest (8/13/20).1 View to the north (8/13/20).2

View to the southwest (8/13/20).3 View to the southeast (8/13/20).4



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00130Name Torgrim Stone House See Appendix A A47ID 097-08-02-01

View to the northeast (8/13/20).5 View to the northwest (8/13/20).6

View to the west (8/13/20).7 View to the east (8/13/20).8



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00156Name Washington Prairie Lutheran Church See Appendix A A49ID 097-08-03-01

View to the southeast (8/3/20).1 View to the northeast (8/3/20).2

View to the north (8/3/20).3 View to the northwest (8/3/20).4



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00156Name Washington Prairie Lutheran Church See Appendix A A49ID 097-08-03-01

View to the southeast (8/3/20).5 View to the south (8/3/20).6

View to the north (8/3/20).7 View to the southwest (8/3/20).8



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00156Name Washington Prairie Lutheran Church See Appendix A A49ID 097-08-03-01

View to the northeast (8/3/20).9 View to the west (8/3/20).10

View to the southwest (8/3/20).11 View to the northeast (8/3/20).12





Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00142Name Washington Prairie Methodist Church See Appendix A A51ID 097-08-04-01

View to the northwest (8/2/20).1 View to the north (8/2/20).2

View to the southeast (8/2/20).3 View to the south (8/2/20).4



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00142Name Washington Prairie Methodist Church See Appendix A A51ID 097-08-04-01

View to the southwest (8/2/20).5 View to the northeast (8/2/20).6

View to the east (8/2/20).7 View to the west (8/2/20).8



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00142Name Washington Prairie Methodist Church See Appendix A A51ID 097-08-04-01

View to the south (8/2/20).9 View to the northeast (8/2/20).10

View to the west (8/2/20).11 View to the northwest (8/2/20).12





Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00134Name Red Oak School See Appendix A A53ID 097-08-05-01

View to the southeast (7/30/20).1 View to the south (7/30/20).2

View to the east (7/30/20).3 View to the north (7/30/20).4



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00134Name Red Oak School See Appendix A A53ID 097-08-05-01

View to the northeast (7/30/20).5 View to the northwest (7/30/20).6

View to the west (7/30/20).7 View to the southwest (7/30/20).8



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00136Name Branhagen Spring House See Appendix A A55ID 097-08-06-01

View to the northwest (7/31/20).1 View to the northeast (7/31/20).2

View to the southwest (7/31/20).3 View to the west (7/31/20).4



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00136Name Branhagen Spring House See Appendix A A55ID 097-08-06-01

View to the southeast (7/31/20).5 View to the north (7/31/20).6

View to the north (7/31/20).7 View to the northwest (7/31/20).8



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00136Name Branhagen Ice House See Appendix A A57ID 097-08-06-02

View to the northwest (7/31/20).1 View to the southeast (7/31/20).2

View to the south (7/31/20).3 View to the northeast (7/31/20).4



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00136Name Branhagen Ice House See Appendix A A57ID 097-08-06-02

View to the west (7/31/20).5 View to the northeast (7/31/20).6

View to the north (7/31/20).7 View to the north (7/31/20).8



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00547Name Belverud Creamery See Appendix A A59ID 097-08-07-01

View to the northwest (8/3/20).1 View to the west (8/3/20).2

View to the south (8/3/20).3 View to the north (8/3/20).4



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00547Name Belverud Creamery See Appendix A A59ID 097-08-07-01

View to the northeast (8/3/20).5 View to the northwest (8/3/20).6

View to the southeast (8/3/20).7 View to the southwest (8/3/20).8



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00550Name Belverud School See Appendix A A61ID 097-08-07-02

View to the southwest (8/3/20).1 View to the southwest (8/3/20).2

View to the west (8/3/20).3 View to the south (8/3/20).4



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00550Name Belverud School See Appendix A A61ID 097-08-07-02

View to the northwest (8/3/20).5 View to the west (8/3/20).6

View to the northwest (8/3/20).7 View to the north (8/3/20).8



Additional Photographs

SHPOName Moen Milk House See Appendix A A63ID 097-08-08-01

View to the southwest (8/3/20).1 View to the northeast (8/3/20).2

View to the southeast (8/3/20).3 View to the west (8/3/20).4





Additional Photographs

SHPOName Ludeking House See Appendix A A65ID 097-08-09-01

View to the northwest (7/31/20).1 View to the west (7/31/20).2

View to the south (7/31/20).3 View to the northeast (7/31/20).4



Additional Photographs

SHPOName Ludeking House See Appendix A A65ID 097-08-09-01

View to the north (7/31/20).5 View to the west (7/31/20).6

View to the northwest (7/31/20).7 View to the northwest (7/31/20).8



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00122Name Huinker Barn See Appendix A A67ID 097-08-10-01

View to the northwest (8/4/20).1 View to the west (8/4/20).2

View to the northeast (8/4/20).3 View to the south (8/4/20).4



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00122Name Huinker Barn See Appendix A A67ID 097-08-10-01

View to the east (8/4/20).5 View to the north (8/4/20).6

View to the southwest (8/4/20).7 View to the southwest (8/4/20).8



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00162Name Rovang Spring House See Appendix A A69ID 097-08-11-01

View to the north (6/27/20).1 View to the northwest (6/27/20).2

View to the south (6/27/20).3 View to the west (6/27/20).4



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00162Name Rovang Spring House See Appendix A A69ID 097-08-11-01

View to the southwest (6/27/20).5 View to the east (6/27/20).6

View to the north (6/27/20).7 View to the northwest (6/27/20).8



Additional Photographs

SHPOName Cote House See Appendix A A71ID 097-08-12-01

View to the north (8/4/20).1 View to the northeast (8/4/20).2

View to the southeast (8/4/20).3 View to the east (8/4/20).4



Additional Photographs

SHPOName Cote House See Appendix A A71ID 097-08-12-01

View to the southwest (8/4/20).5 View to the southwest (8/4/20).6

View to the northwest (8/4/20).7 View to the north (8/4/20).8



Additional Photographs

SHPOName Cote House See Appendix A A71ID 097-08-12-01

View to the southeast (8/4/20).9 View to the northeast (8/4/20).10

View to the south (8/4/20).11 View to the south (8/4/20).12





Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00565Name St. Wenceslaus Church See Appendix A A73ID 097-09-01-01

View to the south (8/6/20).1 View to the northeast (8/6/20).2

View to the north (8/6/20).3 View to the northwest (8/6/20).4



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00565Name St. Wenceslaus Church See Appendix A A73ID 097-09-01-01

View to the southwest (8/6/20).5 View to the west (8/6/20).6

View to the south (8/6/20).7 View to the south (8/6/20).8



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00565Name St. Wenceslaus Church See Appendix A A73ID 097-09-01-01

View to the east (8/6/20).9 View to the northeast (8/6/20).10

View to the north (8/6/20).11 View to the northwest (8/6/20).12





Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00568Name St. Wenceslaus Parochial School See Appendix A A75ID 097-09-01-02

View to the south (8/6/20).1 View to the northwest (8/6/20).2

View to the northeast (8/6/20).3 View to the southeast (8/6/20).4



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00568Name St. Wenceslaus Parochial School See Appendix A A75ID 097-09-01-02

View to the east (8/6/20).5 View to the north (8/6/20).6

View to the west (8/6/20).7 View to the west (8/6/20).8



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00564Name Bily Clock Museum See Appendix A A77ID 097-09-02-01

View to the northwest (8/6/20).1 View to the southeast (8/6/20).2

View to the northeast (8/6/20).3 View to the north (8/6/20).4



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00564Name Bily Clock Museum See Appendix A A77ID 097-09-02-01

View to the east (8/6/20).5 View to the southwest (8/6/20).6

View to the south (8/6/20).7 View to the northeast (8/6/20).8



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00570Name Wenzil Taylor Building See Appendix A A79ID 097-09-03-01

View to the southwest (8/4/20).1 View to the west (8/4/20).2

View to the southwest (8/4/20).3 View to the southeast (8/4/20).4



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00570Name Wenzil Taylor Building See Appendix A A79ID 097-09-03-01

View to the northwest (8/4/20).5 View to the northwest (8/4/20).6

View to the northeast (8/4/20).7 View to the south (8/4/20).8



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00697Name Timp Building See Appendix A A81ID 097-09-04-01

View to the southeast (6/16/20).1 View to the south (6/16/20).2

View to the east (6/16/20).3 View to the northeast (6/16/20).4



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00697Name Timp Building See Appendix A A81ID 097-09-04-01

View to the east (6/16/20).5 View to the northwest (6/16/20).6

View to the southeast (6/16/20).7 View to the south (6/16/20).8



Additional Photographs

SHPOName Mashek Root Cellar See Appendix A A83ID 097-09-05-01

View to the east (8/7/20).1 View to the northeast (8/7/20).2

View to the east (8/7/20).3 View to the northeast (8/7/20).4



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00795Name Klimesh House See Appendix A A85ID 097-10-01-01

View to the southwest (6/16/20).1 View to the southeast (6/16/20).2

View to the northwest (6/16/20).3 View to the west (6/16/20).4



Additional Photographs

SHPOName Shatek Barn See Appendix A A87ID 097-10-02-01

View to the northwest (8/13/20).1 View to the northeast (8/13/20).2

View to the west (8/13/20).3 View to the southwest (8/13/20).4



Additional Photographs

SHPOName Shatek Barn See Appendix A A87ID 097-10-02-01

View to the east (8/13/20).5 View to the north (8/13/20).6

View to the west (8/13/20).7 View to the southeast (8/13/20).8



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00218Name Glenwood Lutheran Church See Appendix A A89ID 098-07-01-01

View to the southeast (7/29/20).1 View to the east (7/29/20).2

View to the southwest (7/29/20).3 View to the northwest (7/29/20).4



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00218Name Glenwood Lutheran Church See Appendix A A89ID 098-07-01-01

View to the northeast (7/29/20).5 View to the south (7/29/20).6

View to the west (7/29/20).7 View to the northwest (7/29/20).8



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00218Name Glenwood Lutheran Church See Appendix A A89ID 098-07-01-01

View to the northeast (7/29/20).9 View to the east (7/29/20).10

View to the east (7/29/20).11 View to the east (7/29/20).12





Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00794Name Sampson House See Appendix A A91ID 098-07-02-01

View to the northeast (7/30/20).1 View to the east (7/30/20).2

View to the southwest (7/30/20).3 View to the west (7/30/20).4





Additional Photographs

SHPOName Mikelson Milk House See Appendix A A93ID 098-08-01-01

View to the northwest (7/22/20).1 View to the northeast (7/22/20).2

View to the north (7/22/20).3 View to the west (7/22/20).4



Additional Photographs

SHPOName Mikelson Milk House See Appendix A A93ID 098-08-01-01

View to the northwest (7/22/20).5 View to the southeast (7/22/20).6

View to the east (7/22/20).7 View to the northeast (7/22/20).8



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00422Name Reardon House See Appendix A A95ID 098-08-02-01

View to the northwest (7/25/20).1 View to the north (7/25/20).2

View to the west (7/25/20).3 View to the west (7/25/20).4



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00422Name Reardon House See Appendix A A95ID 098-08-02-01

View to the west (7/25/20).5 View to the north (7/25/20).6

View to the west (7/25/20).7 View to the east (7/25/20).8



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00422Name Reardon House See Appendix A A95ID 098-08-02-01

View to the northeast (7/25/20).9 View to the west (7/25/20).10

View to the northeast (7/25/20).11 View to the northwest (7/25/20).12





Additional Photographs

SHPOName Trytten House See Appendix A A97ID 098-08-03-01

View to the east (7/24/20).1 View to the southeast (7/24/20).2

View to the south (7/24/20).3 View to the west (7/24/20).4



Additional Photographs

SHPOName Trytten House See Appendix A A97ID 098-08-03-01

View to the southwest (7/24/20).5 View to the northeast (7/24/20).6

View to the north (7/24/20).7 View to the northwest (7/24/20).8



Additional Photographs

SHPOName Luther College Ice House See Appendix A A99ID 098-08-04-01

View to the southeast (7/21/20).1 View to the east (7/21/20).2

View to the southwest (7/21/20).3 View to the south (7/21/20).4



Additional Photographs

SHPOName Luther College Ice House See Appendix A A99ID 098-08-04-01

View to the west (7/21/20).5 View to the northwest (7/21/20).6

View to the northeast (7/21/20).7 View to the south (7/21/20).8



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00005Name Ashmore-Jewell Ice House See Appendix A A101ID 098-08-04-02

View to the east (7/21/20).1 View to the northeast (7/21/20).2

View to the south (7/21/20).3 View to the north (7/21/20).4



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00005Name Ashmore-Jewell Ice House See Appendix A A101ID 098-08-04-02

View to the southeast (7/21/20).5 View to the southwest (7/21/20).6

View to the north (7/21/20).7 View to the north (7/21/20).8



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00775Name Luther College Pioneer Memorial See Appendix A A103ID 098-08-04-03

View to the northeast (7/22/20).1 View to the north (7/22/20).2

View to the northwest (7/22/20).3 View to the northeast (7/22/20).4



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00775Name Luther College Pioneer Memorial See Appendix A A103ID 098-08-04-03

View to the northeast (7/22/20).5 View to the southwest (7/22/20).6

View to the northwest (7/22/20).7 View to the southeast (7/22/20).8



Additional Photographs

SHPOName Stille Spring House See Appendix A A105ID 098-08-05-01

View to the south (7/24/20).1 View to the southwest (7/24/20).2

View to the west (7/24/20).3 View to the east (7/24/20).4



Additional Photographs

SHPOName Halse Cold Storage See Appendix A A107ID 098-08-06-01

View to the northwest (12/5/20).1 View to the north (6/16/20).2

View to the northwest (6/16/20).3 View to the north (6/16/20).4



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00791Name Kline Brewery Beer Vaults See Appendix A A109ID 098-08-07-01

View to the north (6/16/20).1 View to the north (6/16/20).2

View to the northwest (6/16/20).3 View to the north (6/16/20).4





Additional Photographs

SHPOName Dunning Springs Arch Bridge See Appendix A A111ID 098-08-08-01

View to the north (6/17/20).1 View to the west (6/17/20).2

View to the northwest (6/17/20).3 View to the northeast (6/17/20).4



Additional Photographs

SHPOName Dunning Springs Arch Bridge See Appendix A A111ID 098-08-08-01

View to the east (6/17/20).5 View to the northeast (6/17/20).6

View to the northwest (6/17/20).7 View to the southeast (6/17/20).8



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00477Name Ice Cave Entrance See Appendix A A113ID 098-08-09-01

View to the northeast (6/17/20).1 View to the north (6/17/20).2

View to the north (6/17/20).3 View to the south (6/17/20).4



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00477Name Ice Cave Entrance See Appendix A A113ID 098-08-09-01

View to the northwest (6/17/20).5 View to the north (6/17/20).6

View to the west (6/17/20).7 View to the west (6/17/20).8



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00484Name Vesterheim Mill See Appendix A A115ID 098-08-10-01

View to the southwest (7/18/20).1 View to the south (7/18/20).2

View to the northeast (7/18/20).3 View to the east (7/18/20).4



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00484Name Vesterheim Mill See Appendix A A115ID 098-08-10-01

View to the southeast (7/18/20).5 View to the southwest (7/18/20).6

View to the north (7/18/20).7 View to the north (7/18/20).8



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00484Name Vesterheim Mill See Appendix A A115ID 098-08-10-01

View to the east (7/18/20).9 View to the northwest (7/18/20).10

View to the north (7/18/20).11 View to the west (7/18/20).12





Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00664Name Vesterheim Amdal-Odland Heritage Center See Appendix A A117ID 098-08-10-02

View to the southeast (7/24/20).1 View to the south (7/24/20).2

View to the east (7/24/20).3 View to the southeast (7/24/20).4





Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00506Name Winnehshiek County Courthouse See Appendix A A119ID 098-08-11-01

View to the south (10/30/20).1 View to the southwest (10/30/20).2

View to the northeast (10/30/20).3 View to the west (10/30/20).4



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00506Name Winnehshiek County Courthouse See Appendix A A119ID 098-08-11-01

View to the southwest (7/26/20).5 View to the south (7/26/20).6

View to the southwest (10/30/20).7 View to the southwest (7/28/20).8



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00761Name Brown’s Menagerie Markers See Appendix A A121ID 098-08-12-01

View to the southeast (6/17/20).1 View to the northwest (6/17/20).2

View to the northeast (6/17/20).3 View to the south (6/17/20).4



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00792Name Mineart House See Appendix A A123ID 098-08-13-01

View to the south (6/16/20).1 View to the southwest (6/16/20).2

View to the southeast (6/16/20).3 View to the northeast (6/16/20).4



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00448Name Buresh House See Appendix A A125ID 098-08-14-01

View to the east (8/14/20).1 View to the north (8/14/20).2

View to the northeast (8/14/20).3 View to the east (8/14/20).4



Additional Photographs

SHPOName Burke House See Appendix A A127ID 098-08-15-01

View to the northeast (8/14/20).1 View to the east (8/14/20).2

View to the southeast (8/14/20).3 View to the southwest (8/14/20).4



Additional Photographs

SHPOName McElree House See Appendix A A129ID 098-08-16-01

View to the north (11/19/20).1 View to the northeast (11/19/20).2

View to the northwest (11/19/20).3 View to the southwest (11/19/20).4



Additional Photographs

SHPOName Roberson House See Appendix A A131ID 098-08-17-01

View to the west (11/19/20).1 View to the southwest (11/19/20).2

View to the southeast (11/19/20).3 View to the northwest (11/19/20).4



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00004Name Phelps Park Gazebo See Appendix A A133ID 098-08-18-01

View to the north (7/18/20).1 View to the southwest (7/18/20).2

View to the north (7/18/20).3 View to the north (7/18/20).4



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00004Name Phelps Park Gazebo See Appendix A A133ID 098-08-18-01

View to the west (7/18/20).5 View to the south (7/18/20).6

View to the west (7/18/20).7 View to the northeast (7/18/20).8



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00004Name Phelps Park Bandstand See Appendix A A135ID 098-08-18-02

View to the east (7/20/20).1 View to the northeast (7/20/20).2

View to the west (7/20/20).3 View to the west (7/20/20).4



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00004Name Phelps Park Fountain See Appendix A A137ID 098-08-18-03

View to the northwest (7/20/20).1 View to the southwest (7/20/20).2

View to the northeast (7/20/20).3 View to the southwest (7/20/20).4



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00004Name Phelps Park Recreation House See Appendix A A139ID 098-08-18-04

View to the northeast (7/20/20).1 View to the east (7/20/20).2

View to the south (7/20/20).3 View to the northwest (7/20/20).4



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00790Name Hervey Tin Shop See Appendix A A141ID 098-08-19-01

View to the northeast (7/24/20).1 View to the northwest (7/24/20).2

View to the southwest (7/24/20).3 View to the south (7/24/20).4



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00488Name Steyer Bridge See Appendix A A143ID 098-08-20-01

View to the west (7/21/20).1 View to the southwest (7/21/20).2

View to the east (7/21/20).3 View to the northeast (7/21/20).4



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00488Name Steyer Bridge See Appendix A A143ID 098-08-20-01

View to the northeast (7/21/20).5 View to the north (7/21/20).6

View to the northwest (7/21/20).7 View to the northwest (7/21/20).8



Additional Photographs

SHPOName Grimstad House See Appendix A A145ID 098-08-21-01

View to the northwest (7/21/20).1 View to the northeast (7/21/20).2

View to the west (7/21/20).3 View to the south (7/21/20).4



Additional Photographs

SHPOName Gaston Scale Company Marker See Appendix A A147ID 098-08-22-01

View to the southwest (6/28/20).1 View to the northwest (6/28/20).2

View to the east (6/28/20).3 View to the east (6/28/20).4



Additional Photographs

SHPOName Twin Springs Trailside Shelter See Appendix A A149ID 098-08-23-01

View to the north (6/28/20).1 View to the southwest (6/28/20).2

View to the west (6/28/20).3 View to the southwest (6/28/20).4





Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00712Name Phelps Cemetery Mausoleum See Appendix A A151ID 098-08-24-01

View to the southeast (7/26/20).1 View to the south (7/26/20).2

View to the northwest (7/26/20).3 View to the north (7/26/20).4



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00712Name Phelps Cemetery Mausoleum See Appendix A A151ID 098-08-24-01

View to the southwest (7/26/20).5 View to the northeast (7/26/20).6

View to the east (7/26/20).7 View to the south (7/26/20).8



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00229Name Stevens Lime Kiln See Appendix A A153ID 098-08-25-01

View to the west (7/28/20).1 View to the northwest (7/28/20).2

View to the east (7/28/20).3 View to the northeast (7/28/20).4



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00229Name Stevens Lime Kiln See Appendix A A153ID 098-08-25-01

View to the southwest (7/28/20).5 View to the southwest (7/28/20).6

View to the north (7/28/20).7 View to the northwest (7/28/20).8



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00229Name Stevens Lime Kiln See Appendix A A153ID 098-08-25-01

View to the northeast (7/28/20).9 View to the northeast (7/28/20).10

View to the northeast (7/28/20).11 View to the north (7/28/20).12





Additional Photographs

SHPOName Forde Spring House See Appendix A A155ID 098-08-26-01

View to the southwest (7/30/20).1 View to the south (7/30/20).2

View to the south (7/30/20).3 View to the east (7/30/20).4



Additional Photographs

SHPOName Forde Spring House See Appendix A A155ID 098-08-26-01

View to the west (7/30/20).5 View to the northeast (7/30/20).6

View to the southeast (7/30/20).7 View to the north (7/30/20).8



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00793Name Hjelle House See Appendix A A157ID 098-08-27-01

View to the southeast (7/28/20).1 View to the northeast (7/28/20).2

View to the north (7/28/20).3 View to the northeast (7/28/20).4





Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00420Name Decorah Fish Hatchery Residence See Appendix A A159ID 098-08-28-01

View to the south (7/28/20).1 View to the northwest (7/28/20).2

View to the southeast (7/28/20).3 View to the east (7/28/20).4



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00420Name Decorah Fish Hatchery Residence See Appendix A A159ID 098-08-28-01

View to the north (7/28/20).5 View to the west (7/28/20).6

View to the southwest (7/28/20).7 View to the south (7/28/20).8



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00420Name Decorah Fish Hatchery Office See Appendix A A161ID 098-08-28-02

View to the west (7/28/20).1 View to the southwest (7/28/20).2

View to the south (7/28/20).3 View to the southeast (7/28/20).4



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00420Name Decorah Fish Hatchery Office See Appendix A A161ID 098-08-28-02

View to the southeast (7/28/20).5 View to the west (7/28/20).6

View to the south (7/28/20).7 View to the southwest (7/28/20).8



Additional Photographs

SHPOName Rodecap House See Appendix A A163ID 098-08-29-01

View to the east (8/4/20).1 View to the southeast (8/4/20).2

View to the southwest (8/4/20).3 View to the west (8/4/20).4



Additional Photographs

SHPOName Rodecap House See Appendix A A163ID 098-08-29-01

View to the northeast (8/4/20).5 View to the east (8/4/20).6

View to the south (8/4/20).7 View to the northeast (8/4/20).8



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00256Name Lea Barn See Appendix A A165ID 098-08-30-01

View to the southeast (7/30/20).1 View to the southwest (7/30/20).2

View to the north (7/30/20).3 View to the northeast (7/30/20).4



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00256Name Lea Barn See Appendix A A165ID 098-08-30-01

View to the southeast (7/30/20).5 View to the south (7/30/20).6

View to the southwest (7/30/20).7 View to the northwest (7/30/20).8



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00258Name Pioneer Cemetery Memorial See Appendix A A167ID 098-08-31-01

View to the northwest (7/30/20).1 View to the north (7/30/20).2

View to the southwest (7/30/20).3 View to the north (7/30/20).4



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00258Name Pioneer Cemetery Memorial See Appendix A A167ID 098-08-31-01

View to the northwest (7/30/20).5 View to the west (7/30/20).6

View to the southeast (7/30/20).7 View to the east (7/30/20).8



Additional Photographs

SHPOName Haugen Ice House See Appendix A A169ID 098-09-01-01

View to the southwest (7/22/20).1 View to the southeast (7/22/20).2

View to the south (7/22/20).3 View to the west (7/22/20).4



Additional Photographs

SHPOName Haugen Ice House See Appendix A A169ID 098-09-01-01

View to the northeast (7/22/20).5 View to the north (7/22/20).6

View to the east (7/22/20).7 View to the west (7/22/20).8



Additional Photographs

SHPOName Ansten Milk House See Appendix A A171ID 098-09-02-01

View to the southwest (7/22/20).1 View to the north (7/22/20).2

View to the north (7/22/20).3 View to the north (7/22/20).4



Additional Photographs

SHPOName Ansten Milk House See Appendix A A171ID 098-09-02-01

View to the northwest (7/22/20).5 View to the west (7/22/20).6

View to the southeast (7/22/20).7 View to the east (7/22/20).8



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00675Name St. John's Lutheran Church See Appendix A A173ID 098-10-01-01

View to the northeast (6/17/20).1 View to the southeast (6/17/20).2

View to the north (6/17/20).3 View to the south (6/17/20).4



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00675Name St. John's Lutheran Church See Appendix A A173ID 098-10-01-01

View to the southwest (6/17/20).5 View to the northeast (6/17/20).6

View to the east (6/17/20).7 View to the southwest (6/17/20).8



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00675Name St. John's Lutheran Church See Appendix A A173ID 098-10-01-01

View to the west (6/17/20).9 View to the northwest (6/17/20).10

View to the north (6/17/20).11 View to the north (6/17/20).12





Additional Photographs

SHPOName Gazelle Milk House See Appendix A A175ID 098-10-02-01

View to the northwest (7/22/20).1 View to the southwest (7/22/20).2

View to the south (7/22/20).3 View to the north (7/22/20).4



Additional Photographs

SHPOName Gazelle Milk House See Appendix A A175ID 098-10-02-01

View to the southeast (7/22/20).5 View to the west (7/22/20).6

View to the southwest (7/22/20).7 View to the north (7/22/20).8



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00284Name Locust School See Appendix A A177ID 099-07-01-01

View to the northeast (6/28/20).1 View to the north (6/28/20).2

View to the southeast (6/28/20).3 View to the east (6/28/20).4



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00284Name Locust School See Appendix A A177ID 099-07-01-01

View to the southwest (6/28/20).5 View to the northwest (6/28/20).6

View to the north (7/16/20).7 View to the southeast (7/16/20).8



Additional Photographs

SHPOName Weiss House See Appendix A A179ID 099-07-02-01

View to the west (7/16/20).1 View to the south (7/16/20).2

View to the northwest (7/16/20).3 View to the north (7/16/20).4



Additional Photographs

SHPOName Ellickson Milk House See Appendix A A181ID 099-07-03-01

View to the southwest (6/20/20).1 View to the northwest (6/20/20).2

View to the southeast (6/20/20).3 View to the south (6/20/20).4



Additional Photographs

SHPOName White Spring House See Appendix A A183ID 099-07-04-01

View to the east (8/12/20).1 View to the southwest (8/12/20).2

View to the southeast (8/12/20).3 View to the northwest (8/12/20).4



Additional Photographs

SHPOName White Spring House See Appendix A A183ID 099-07-04-01

View to the west (8/12/20).5 View to the west (8/12/20).6

View to the west (8/12/20).7 View to the east (8/12/20).8



Additional Photographs

SHPOName White Spring House See Appendix A A183ID 099-07-04-01

View to the east (8/12/20).9 View to the east (8/12/20).10

View to the southeast (8/12/20).11 View to the south (8/12/20).12





Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00291Name Larson School See Appendix A A185ID 099-07-05-01

View to the north (12/5/20).1 View to the northeast (12/5/20).2

View to the southwest (12/5/20).3 View to the southeast (12/5/20).4



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00291Name Larson School See Appendix A A185ID 099-07-05-01

View to the northeast (12/5/20).5 View to the east (12/5/20).6

View to the southwest (12/5/20).7 View to the southeast (12/5/20).8



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00308Name Heier School See Appendix A A187ID 099-07-06-01

View to the southwest (10/23/20).1 View to the south (10/23/20).2

View to the north (10/23/20).3 View to the east (10/23/20).4



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00308Name Heier School See Appendix A A187ID 099-07-06-01

View to the northwest (10/23/20).5 View to the southeast (10/23/20).6

View to the west (6/20/20).7 View to the southwest (6/20/20).8



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00332Name Christopher Stone Barn See Appendix A A189ID 099-08-01-01

View to the northeast (6/20/20).1 View to the southeast (6/20/20).2

View to the east (6/20/20).3 View to the north (6/20/20).4



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00332Name Christopher Stone Barn See Appendix A A189ID 099-08-01-01

View to the southwest (6/20/20).5 View to the northwest (6/20/20).6

View to the northeast (6/19/20).7 View to the east (6/19/20).8



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00323Name Hauge Lutheran Church See Appendix A A191ID 099-08-02-01

View to the north (6/20/20).1 View to the northeast (6/20/20).2

View to the east (6/20/20).3 View to the southwest (6/20/20).4



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00323Name Hauge Lutheran Church See Appendix A A191ID 099-08-02-01

View to the northwest (6/20/20).5 View to the west (6/20/20).6

View to the southeast (6/20/20).7 View to the east (6/20/20).8



Additional Photographs

SHPOName Holkesvik Milk House See Appendix A A193ID 099-08-03-01

View to the north (7/16/20).1 View to the northwest (7/16/20).2

View to the southeast (7/16/20).3 View to the northeast (7/16/20).4



Additional Photographs

SHPOName Holkesvik Milk House See Appendix A A193ID 099-08-03-01

View to the northeast (7/16/20).5 View to the west (7/16/20).6

View to the south (7/16/20).7 View to the east (7/16/20).8



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00788Name Reis House See Appendix A A195ID 099-09-01-01

View to the north (6/18/20).1 View to the north (6/18/20).2

View to the east (6/18/20).3 View to the south (6/18/20).4





Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00695Name White House See Appendix A A197ID 099-09-02-01

View to the east (6/18/20).1 View to the northeast (6/18/20).2

View to the northwest (6/18/20).3 View to the southwest (6/18/20).4



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00695Name White House See Appendix A A197ID 099-09-02-01

View to the southeast (6/18/20).5 View to the east (6/18/20).6

View to the north (6/18/20).7 View to the west (6/18/20).8



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00695Name White Outhouse See Appendix A A199ID 099-09-02-02

View to the southeast (6/18/20).1 View to the east (6/18/20).2

View to the south (6/18/20).3 View to the northwest (6/18/20).4



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00695Name White Outhouse See Appendix A A199ID 099-09-02-02

View to the southwest (6/18/20).5 View to the west (6/18/20).6

View to the northwest (6/18/20).7 View to the east (6/18/20).8



Additional Photographs

SHPOName Schnitzler Silo See Appendix A A201ID 099-09-03-01

View to the southeast (6/20/20).1 View to the west (6/20/20).2

View to the north (6/20/20).3 View to the southwest (6/20/20).4



Additional Photographs

SHPOName Schnitzler Silo See Appendix A A201ID 099-09-03-01

View to the east (6/20/20).5 View to the northeast (6/20/20).6

View to the southwest (6/20/20).7 View to the northwest (6/20/20).8



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00342Name Casey School See Appendix A A203ID 099-09-04-01

View to the north (6/20/20).1 View to the southwest (6/20/20).2

View to the east (6/20/20).3 View to the west (6/20/20).4



Additional Photographs

SHPOName Bergan Milk House See Appendix A A205ID 099-09-05-01

View to the northwest (7/21/20).1 View to the west (7/21/20).2

View to the northeast (7/21/20).3 View to the southeast (7/21/20).4



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00789Name Hoyland Barn See Appendix A A207ID 100-07-01-01

View to the northwest (7/25/20).1 View to the north (7/25/20).2

View to the west (7/25/20).3 View to the east (7/25/20).4





Additional Photographs

SHPOName Murray House See Appendix A A209ID 100-07-02-01

View to the southeast (10/23/20).1 View to the east (10/23/20).2

View to the northeast (10/23/20).3 View to the west (10/23/20).4



Additional Photographs

SHPOName Murray House See Appendix A A209ID 100-07-02-01

View to the northwest (10/23/20).5 View to the south (10/23/20).6

View to the west (10/23/20).7 View to the northwest (10/23/20).8



Additional Photographs

SHPOName Murray Spring House See Appendix A A211ID 100-07-02-02

View to the northwest (10/23/20).1 View to the southwest (10/23/20).2

View to the northeast (10/23/20).3 View to the west (10/23/20).4



Additional Photographs

SHPOName Highlandville Spring House See Appendix A A213ID 100-07-03-01

View to the southwest (10/23/20).1 View to the northeast (10/23/20).2

View to the west (7/17/20).3 View to the west (7/17/20).4



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00357Name Bear Creek Woolen Mills Foundation No. 1 See Appendix A A215ID 100-07-04-01

View to the west (10/23/20).1 View to the southwest (10/23/20).2

View to the north (10/23/20).3 View to the south (10/23/20).4



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00357Name Bear Creek Woolen Mills Foundation No. 1 See Appendix A A215ID 100-07-04-01

View to the south (10/23/20).5 View to the west (10/23/20).6

View to the east (10/23/20).7 View to the east (10/23/20).8



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00357Name Bear Creek Woolen Mills Foundation No. 2 See Appendix A A217ID 100-07-04-02

View to the northeast (10/23/20).1 View to the northwest (10/23/20).2

View to the southeast (10/23/20).3 View to the southwest (10/23/20).4



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00357Name Bear Creek Woolen Mills Foundation No. 3 See Appendix A A219ID 100-07-04-03

View to the southeast (10/23/20).1 View to the east (10/23/20).2

View to the northwest (10/23/20).3 View to the northwest (10/23/20).4



Additional Photographs

SHPO 96-00354Name Kjome School Marker See Appendix A A221ID 100-07-05-01

View to the west (6/28/20).1 View to the west (6/28/20).2

View to the south (6/28/20).3 View to the west (6/28/20).4



Additional Photographs

SHPOName State Line Marker See Appendix A A223ID 100-09-01-01

View to the northwest (6/18/20).1 View to the south (6/18/20).2

View to the north (6/18/20).3 View to the east (6/18/20).4
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