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would be allowed to stay on the Neutral Ground until a permanent
settlement could be found for them, preferably one beyond the Missouri
River.

With this final land cession, the stage was set for the

removal of the Winnebago to the Iowa country.

Founding Ft. Atkinson
Ft. Atkinson was built to keep the Winnebagoes on the Neutral
Ground after their removal from Wisconsin and to provide protection
for them from the Sioux and the Sauk and Fox as well as from White
intruders on Indian land.

The War Department had planned on another

location for the fort, but Brigadier General Henry Atkinson persuaded
his superiors to accept the Turkey River location for the temporary
post.
Although the Winnebago had agreed to move to the Neutral Ground
in the Treaty of 1837, it became clear to the War Department that most
of the tribe would not go peaceably.

The commander of Ft. Crawford,

Brevet Brigadier General George M. Brooke, wrote Washington about the
tribe in February of 1839. He located their villages at Lake Winnebago,
at the Portage of the Fox and Wisconsin, at Fond-du-lac and Rock rivers,
and near the White settlements at Sheboygan, Racine, and Milwaukee.

In

what was probably an overestimate, Brooke placed the population of the
tribe near 5,000 of whom he guessed 2,000 were warriors.

As to the

Winnebagoes' pledge to move to the Neutral Ground, Brooke told his
superior that they "will not remove without coercion." To counter
Indian resistance, the general recommended that reinforcements be
sent to the area to aid the 5 companies of the 5th Infantry stationed
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there.

He suggested that they be sent in three groups--one up the

Mississippi to Ft. Armstrong, one from Chicago to the upper Rock
River, and one from Ft. Howard to the Fond-du-lac River--to cover any
possible retreat by the Indians. A show of force of about 2,000
troops, he felt, would coerce the Winnebago into moving to Iowa.
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The Winnebago, for their part, had good reason to continue to
balk at moving to the Neutral Ground despite their promises to do so.
While hunting along the Wapsipinicon in the fall of 1839, the camp of
a group of Winnebagoes was attacked by a war party of Sauk and Fox.
Two Winnebagoes were taken captive and 4 men, 6 women, and 10 children
were killed.

This was the third attack since 1834 on the Winnebagoes

by people who were to be their neighbors on the Neutral Ground.
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The government was going to have to act to prevent such attacks in
the future if they expected the Winnebago to remain on the west side
of the river.
The following spring the government resolved to force the
removal.

Brig. Gen. Atkinson arrived at Ft. Crawford in April 1840

to take charge of the operation.

The War Department agreed to commit

just over 1,000 troops. The plan was a scaled down version of the
one suggested by Gen. Brooke.

Troops from Ft. Howard at Green Bay

would sweep east, escorting the Winnebago to the Mississippi.

Upon

his arrival at Prairie du Chien, Atkinson was told that nearly half
the Winnebagoes were now willing to move, but that the bands living
at the Portage were refusing to leave.

In order to force their

compliance, Atkinson ordered an interpreter to invite the leaders of

36

the Portage bands, Yellow Thunder and Little Soldier, to Ft. Winnebago
on the pretense of giving them provisions. When they arrived, the
Indians were arrested, chained, and thrown in the guardhouse. When
Atkinson arrived a few weeks later with 240 men of the 5th Infantry,
the Winnebagoes were in a conciliatory mood.
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Meeting in council with the Portage bands, Atkinson promised
the Indians that he would provide protection for them if they moved to
the Neutral Ground. What Atkinson had in mind was the posting of a
few troops at a site on the Turkey River.

The War Department had been

contemplating for some time building a permanent post on the Red Cedar
River about 50 miles to the southwest of the Turkey River site near
the middle of the Neutral Ground.

Atkinson had even assigned an

officer to superintend the construction of the post before he left
St. Louis. But at Prairie du Chien, the Indian agent, David Lowry,
had told him that the Winnebago refused to move farther west than the
Turkey River.

Faced with the recalcitrance of the Indians, Atkinson

ordered the barracks planned for the Red Cedar to be constructed at
Turkey River.

In the meantime, the War Department changed its mind

and decided to shift the permanent post from the Red Cedar site to the
western end of the Neutral Ground at the second fork of the Des Moines
River.

As soon as Atkinson heard this change in policy, he cancelled

plans for a permanent post on Turkey River.

Instead, he advocated a

temporary post for the site to be built by troops, not contract labor.
"I propose erecting by the labor of the troops, log cabins at a
position on Turkey river [sic] thirty miles west of Prairie du Chien
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for the accommodation of one company of Infantry, and if I have time
for one Company of Dragoons," he wrote the Secretary of War.

"This

arrangement will satisfy the Winnebagoes and cost the government less
than to erect the temporary huts on the Des Moines which you propose
to be constructed this season."

Before he received a reply, Atkinson

ordered Capt. Isaac Lynde to proceed from Ft. Crawford to the Turkey
River site to begin construction of the temporary post.

By the time

Gen. Atkinson's proposal was accepted in Washington, log buildings were
already rising on the bluff overlooking Spring Creek.
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The Winnebagoes were less than satisfied, and they accepted
removal reluctantly.

A large number traveled down the Wisconsin River

from the Portage to Prairie du Chien in two boats provided by the
army.

Patrols were sent out to round up the more reluctant Indians.

John T. De La Ronde was the interpreter for one such patrol.

De La

Ronde described the break-up of a Winnebago camp along the Fox River.
The Indians were told to put their belongings in the wagon for transport to Prairie du Chien. Then the Indians started off in the wrong
direction.

"The captain bade me to ask them where they were going,"

De La Ronde remembered.

"They said they were going to bid good bye to

their fathers, mothers, and children.

The captain directed me to go

with them, and watch them; and we found them on their knees, kissing
the ground, and crying very loud, where their relatives were buried."
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When the Winnebagoes reached Prairie du Chien, the army provided
3 dollars per person for them to find their own way across the Mississippi.
Satisfied that the removal was complete, Gen. Atkinson returned to his
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home at Jefferson Barracks near St. Louis.

In fact, there were still

bands of Winnebagoes east of the Mississippi who refused to cross over
to the Neutral Ground.

The troops of Ft. Crawford and Ft. Atkinson

would be kept busy rounding up recalcitrant Indians who slipped back
into Wisconsin.

Yellow Thunder, who had been imprisoned by Gen.

Atkinson, was able to avoid removal permanently.

With the help of

John T. De La Ronde, he entered 40 acres of land about 8 miles above
Portage, and settled down to farm his homestead.

35

As the Winnebagoes crossed over into the Neutral Ground in late
June, they discovered that the military protection Gen. Atkinson had
promised them was already in place.

Capt. Lynde, in command of

Company F, 5th Infantry, had left Ft. Crawford on May 5th with orders
to proceed to the Turkey River.

The sites for the post and the Indian

agency 5 miles downstream had been selected by David Lowry, the Indian
agent, and two officers, Lt. Whipple, who was to superintend construction, and the Assistant Surgeon, William S. King.

On May 31, 1840,

Company F arrived at the Turkey River site and established Camp
Atkinson, named in honor of the general.

Capt. Lynde had arrived at

the site with orders for his men to build log cabins to house subsistence stores sent from Ft. Crawford.

Before he returned to Jefferson

Barracks in June, Gen. Atkinson had given Lt. Whipple orders for the
construction of the new post.

There were to be a barracks and an

officers' quarters, both 2 stories high and made of logs hewn flat on
two sides.

The barracks would also house a temporary hospital. The

two log buildings were to be sited at a right angle to each other with
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picket work enclosing the spaces at the comers of the buildings. The
building of the fort proceeded apace that summer, but indecision and
bureaucratic snafus would delay the completion of the buildings for
more than two years.

Building the Fort
On July 22, 1840, Lt. Whipple reported on the progress at the
fort to the Quartermaster General in Washington. With the 81 men of
Company F and 7 carpenters he hired, Whipple announced optimistically
that he planned to have the buildings up and roofed with the logs
chinked, interior walls built, and the ceiling plastered before winter
set in. He was also planning to have stables constructed before the
first snow.

The officers' quarters, he told Quartermaster General

Thomas Jesup, was 120 feet long by 19 feet wide and divided into 12
rooms, 6 on each floor. The other building, intended originally to
be the soldiers' barracks and the hospital, was 140 feet by 20 feet and
was now going to do extra duty as a commissary and sutler's store.
Whipple closed his report with an innocent enough request.

"Should

we find ourselves backward in completing work in view, will it meet
your approval to increase the number of mechanics to a greater extent
than we at present contemplate?" he asked.
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Whipple hardly anticipated Jesup's response.

"No appropriation

has been made by Congress for the work constructing at your post," the
Quartermaster General wrote back in August.

"Consequently the employ-

ment of hired mechanics cannot be sanctioned."

The work of building

Ft. Atkinson, Whipple discovered, would have to be conducted by regular
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troops who volunteered to do the extra duty for the small additional
pay they could earn.
be dismissed.
was set.

The carpenters Whipple had hired would have to

Thus the pattern for the construction of Ft. Atkinson

It would be a start-and-stop operation with some of the work

performed by hired mechanics while the balance was done by troops on
extra duty.

Financing would be erratic too. Some funds would come

out of the general appropriation for frontier defense with special
amounts granted by Congress to settle long overdue accounts. The
problem of finances would continue to plague quartermasters throughout
the existence of the post.
Winter came quickly to northeastern Iowa in 1840, and the work
on the new post was halted sooner than expected. In late October,
Capt. Lynde reported to the Adjutant General in Washington that his
men had moved into the new quarters, although the interior work on the
buildings that Lt. Whipple had planned was not yet complete. The
plans called for accommodations for two companies, but by November
only Capt. Lynde's company was in residence at the post.

That month,

the Quartermaster General reported on the progress of the work to
Congress.

"Barracks and other buildings for the accommodation of a

company have been erected under the orders of General Atkinson,"
Thomas Jesup reported, "and it is proposed to provide, during the
next season for the accommodation of another company."
comment on the temporary nature of the post.

He went on to

"The presence of the

white population, however, will compel the Winnebagoes, in a few years,
to seek a home farther west or north," Jesup pointed out.

"I propose,
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therefore, that as little expense as possible, having due regard to
the comfort, health, and security of the garrison, be incurred."
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No doubt it was the health and comfort of the garrison Capt.
Lynde had in mind in January of 1841 when he suggested a change in
construction materials to be used in the additional buildings at the
new post.

"The Buildings are very uncomfortable this winter," Lynde

complained to Gen. Brooke of Ft. Crawford, "and three times the
Government allowance of Fuel would not make them inhabitable." Only
interior plastering and exterior weatherboarding would make these log
buildings comfortable, and these steps would add considerably to the
buildings' cost.

Instead, Lynde suggested that stone be used for

all future buildings.

Adequate building stone, he pointed out, was

much more abundant than good timber.

"There is as good a quarry for

buildingstone as could be wished, within fifty yards of the nearest
point of the Garrison," he told Brooke, "and which [sic] can be
quarried with as little expence [sic] as any I ever saw." He argued
that the stone could be quarried by enlisted men without the use of
blasting powder, but he also pointed out that workmen would have to be
hired to do the masonry and carpentry work "as I have only three very
indifferent Carpenters in my Company and only one Stone Mason." Still,
he argued that stone buildings would be cheaper to erect than more log
ones.

"From a thorough examination into the comparative expences [sic]

of building with Stone & Logs, in this prairie country," Lynde argued,
40
"I am thoroughly convinced of the cheapness of the former."
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Lynde's suggestion was forwarded on to Thomas Jesup in Washington
with Gen. Brooke's approval. By March, the War Department had decided
that the additional company to be stationed at Ft. Atkinson would be
a company of dragoons. But in order to accommodate the additional men
and their horses, additional officers' quarters, barracks, and stables
would have to be erected at the post quickly.

Gen. Atkinson wrote

Jesup advising him of the necessity for the new buildings at the Turkey
River post. He requested that Jesup order the quartermaster in St.
Louis to make preparations for the new buildings, and in April a
contract was let that would turn Capt. Lynde's suggestion into a
reality.

On April 27th, Augustus A. Blumenthal contracted "to quarry

Stone and put up a Block of Stone Barracks at Fort Atkinson Iowa
41
Territory in a plain, substantial, workmanlike manner."
While work began on the stone barracks, the log buildings
remained unfinished.
finish the work.

In June, Capt. Lynde requested permission to

That part of the log barracks used as the hospital

was only partially floored, and both buildings were in sore need of
plastering and weatherboarding.

"Every driving storm comes in between

the Logs," he told Jesup, "and, at this time, my quarters are wet with
a rain storm of last night." Jesup relented the following month, and
authorized the work, including the hiring of a carpenter and a
plasterer, provided that the weatherboards were obtained from the
sawmill at the Indian Agency and that the troops aided in the
plastering.
The winter of 1841-42 was passed in the still incomplete
barracks and quarters. To complicate matters, there were nearly half
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again as many men at the post this winter than the previous one.

In

June 1841, Company B of the 1st Dragoons had arrived to take up a 5
years' residence at the post.

Then, in September, the 5th Infantry,

including Capt. Lynde's Company F, was ordered to Florida under the
command of Brig. Gen. Brooke.

Replacing Brooke in command of Ft.

Crawford was Col. William Davenport of the 1st Infantry who ordered
Capt. J.J. Abercrombie of Company K to garrison his men at the Turkey
River post.
The spring of 1842 found Ft. Atkinson "in a very rough state."
Capt. Edwin Sumner, who arrived at the post in June from a recruiting
tour in the east to take charge of the mounted troops, reported that
the stone officers ' quarters was still at least a month away from
completion while the stone barracks had as yet no roof.

In Washington,

Quartermaster General Jesup was anxious to have the work at Ft. Atkinson
completed.

Jesup directed Capt. S.M. Plummer, the Acting Quartermaster

at Ft. Crawford, to superintend the construction at Ft. Atkinson, and
asked that he make a detailed estimate of the amount of money needed
to finish the work. When he arrived at Ft. Atkinson, Plummer discovered
outstanding debts of nearly 8,000 dollars in the accounts of the post
and estimated that the cost of completing the buildings would equal
that sum.
The work remaining at the post was reported by Capt. J,H.
Prentiss who arrived on an inspection tour 2 days after Plummer.
Prentiss observed that 57 mechanics and laborers were at work on the
buildings and the picket work.

"The Stone Block for officers quarters
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was nearly ready for occupancy," he reported, "but that for the men is
not yet covered in." He estimated that the stone barracks might be
finished in 2 or 3 months if additional funds were provided.
he added, still lacked a powder magazine.

The post,

The day Prentiss arrived,

a contract was let for the digging of a well.

Also under construction

was a commissary storehouse.44
Under Capt. Plummer's direction, the work advanced rapidly.
A little over 3 weeks after he arrived at the post, Plummer was able
to report considerable progress.

"Since my report of June 16th the

block of Officers Quarters therein refered [sic] to have been very
nearly completed," he wrote Thomas Jesup.
Quarters will be covered in to-morrow.

"The block of Soldier

The Commissary Store house is

two thirds up and the Magazine nearly as far completed.

The Well has

been placed under contract agreeable to the order of the Commanding
Officer, and has been sunk about twenty feet. Nearly three sides of
the works have been picketed-in and the remaining Side will probably
be completed in the course of two or three weeks." Plummer estimated
that the work would be finished, "including the covering in of the
45
Blockhouses," in 2 and a half months.
The summer of 1842 was one of the busiest at Ft. Atkinson.
Not only were the buildings rising rapidly, but official visitors
arrived in quick succession to inspect the works.

Capt. Prentiss'

June inspection tour was followed by a July visit from the Inspector
General.

Colonel George Croghan, a veteran with a record of lengthy

service on the frontier, praised Capt. Plummer's work and that of
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Lt. Schuyler Hamilton who was in charge of the Subsistence Department
at the post.

But Croghan was highly critical of the expenses incurred

for what was ostensibly a temporary post.

"Twenty eight thousand

dollars & more have already been expended upon this post, nearly
fourteen thousand beyond the amount appropriated by Congress, and five
thousand dollars more are wanted to complete the work," the Inspector
General pointed out.

"No temporary work such as this ought to be,

should cost more than five hundred dollars or require a longer time
46
than a month in its erection."
By the end of the summer the stress of rushing the work to
completion was beginning to take its toll.

Capt. Plummer's eyesight

was failing under the burden of reading and preparing the mountain of
paperwork and he returned to Ft. Crawford "to put myself under the
care of Dr. McDougall." His successor, Lt. Hamilton, was faced with
new overcrowding at the post.

In August, a new company of dragoons,

Company I of the 1st Dragoon Regiment, arrived from Ft. Gibson. With
3 companies at the post, the barracks and quarters were once more taxed
to their limit.

In addition, new stables would have to be built to

accommodate the new company's horses and mules.

47

Despite the crowded conditions, the fort was essentially complete
by the end of the summer of 1842.

In September, Lt. A.W. Reynolds

sketched the post for the War Department's records.

(See Illus. 7.)

His plat showed the location of 24 buildings at the post.

Inside the

picket work were 2 blockhouses, a powder magazine, 2 barracks, an
officers' quarters, a non-commissioned officers' quarters, a commissary
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storehouse, a sutler's store, and the guard house.

Outside the 11 foot

9 inch stockade were 14 additional buildings. These included 4 large
stables, a granary, a bakehouse, a blacksmith shop, a carpenter shop,
3 laundresses' huts, a root house, and an ice house.

A few buildings

were not yet entirely finished, but by October Lt. Hamilton was able
to report that "the 3 Co. one of which is now absent can be Quartered
here very well."
One year later, in October 1843, Hamilton wrote the Quartermaster General "the Garrison is entirely completed and the only expense
that can arise during the ensuing year will be the pay of a few men on
Extra duty to keep [the buildings] in repair and a small expenditure
of plank nails & Glass &c." During the previous year, Hamilton had
directed the final major work on the buildings, the roofing of the
blockhouses and the finishing of the exterior stairs on the men's
barracks. He had also saved one major construction project from total
failure.

In December of 1842, the contractor for the well gave up in

despair after having dug over 70 feet through solid rock without
finding water.

Hamilton turned the abandoned shaft into a cistern

and kept it at a nearly constant level of 40 feet of water hauled from
nearby springs. Other work at the post since October 1842 was largely
cosmetic.

The officers' quarters were spruced up with paint, railings

were put on the porches, and Venetian blinds were hung to give the
officers more privacy.
49
to the project.

A flag staff was erected as a kind of capstone

ILLUS. 7 FT. ATKINSON 1842
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Small improvements were made on Ft. Atkinson during 1844. In
May of that year, Company E, 1st Infantry, replaced Company K, 1st
Infantry, at the post, and Lt. Joseph B. Plummer relieved Lt. Hamilton
of his duties as Acting Assistant Quartermaster.

Despite being only

4 years old, the log officers' quarters and men's barracks, which were
never completely satisfactory, were in almost constant need of repair.
"The morter [sic] between the Logs had fallen out to some extent, thus
leaving them open and exposed to the weather," Plummer reported.
require finishing to render them comfortable."
done on other buildings as well.

"They

Incidental repairs were

Hearths, fireplaces, and chimneys

were fixed, 17 rooms were painted, and doors were made for the slaughterhouse and the root cellar.

In addition, lattice work was added in

front of the doors of the officers' quarters to protect the rooms from
wind and rain.

The last major building was built this year. Capt.

Edwin V. Sumner, the commanding officer, ordered the addition of a
kitchen onto his quarters. The work of putting up the log structure,
roofing it, and plastering the interior was carried out by men on
extra duty while the materials were paid for by the other officers of
the garrison.
Although the expense of the commanding officer's new room was
met by the officers of the post, their motives may have been less than
altruistic.

Kitchens and room assignments became a major bone of

contention the following year.

According to the General Regulations,

every officer of captain rank was entitled to 2 rooms plus a kitchen.
Other commissioned officers below that rank were entitled to 1 room
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and a kitchen.

On a return visit in August of 1845, Inspector General

George Croghan noted the possibility of a shortage of rooms at the
post.

The post was in good repair, but "there will be a want of

suitable rooms to furnish the regulation allowance to the Chaplain,
who I am informed is shortly to join, provided the two compn [sic]
when met together again have their compliment of officers," Croghan
observed.

A brevet 2nd lieutenant, Rankin Dilworth, who succeeded

Lt. Plummer as Acting Assistant Quartermaster, had a solution.

Before

Croghan had arrived on his inspection tour Dilworth had requested
clarification from the Quartermaster General on the proper allowance
of rooms for officers since "we will soon be very limited in our
quarters on account of the probable return of two absent officers and
the appointment of a Chaplain for this post."

In his report, Col.

Croghan noted that Dilworth suggested "the propriety of building a
kitchen to add to, or rather to complete accommodation for another
comp. of officers." Actually, the eager lieutenant had in mind the
building of not 1 but 3 new kitchens to bring the allowance of rooms
up to regulations.

However, the War Department, sensitive to the

large expenditures already made on what was considered a temporary
post, was finished building Ft. Atkinson.

The question of new kitchens

or new buildings of any kind for the post was settled by no less than
the Secretary of War.

Henry Stanton wrote Lt. Dilworth on August 30,

1845, "it is not deemed expedient to authorize the construction of any
additional buildings at Fort Atkinson." There would be no more building
at Ft. Atkinson.
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Daily Life at Ft. Atkinson
"This command in all that may relate to good living," Col.
Crogham wrote of Ft. Atkinson in 1842, "is upon a par with the garrison
of Fort Crawford for it has good gardens, the same liberal government
ration, and officers equally attentive to see that the cooks perform
their duties properly."
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Life at Ft. Atkinson was similar to life at

other frontier military posts, but "good living" at the Turkey River
post seems dull and routine by today's standards.

Because the post was

garrisoned for such a brief time, much of the activity there centered
on the construction of the buildings, but soldiers found themselves
engaged in other activities as well.

There were regular military

duties such as standing guard and going on patrol, but it is important
to remember that much of a soldier's time was taken up in simply
helping sustain the post by working the gardens, cutting firewood,
caring for livestock, hauling water and stores, and similar chores.
Not everybody who enlisted considered this "good living" even by 1840s
standards; as at other posts desertion was a constant problem.

The

regimentation of army life was not for everyone.
The basic rules of army life were spelled out for every recruit
who could read in the General Regulations for the Army.

Officers were

responsible for carrying out the regulations, and they were familiar
enough with the routine of army life that they didn't need to constantly
refer to the book.
on the frontier.

The book, in fact, was not always readily available
"I would respectfully ask that a copy of Army Regu-

lations be furnished me," wrote a 2nd lieutenant at Ft. Atkinson to the
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Adjutant General.

"I have been in the service over two years and have

never had one. And am often so situated that it is impossible to
procure one." Usually, the regulations were consulted to settle
disputes, as in the case of the officers' room allowance at Ft.
Atkinson, but the regulations were not the final authority.

As in

the room allowance dispute, specific questions were referred to
Washington for clarification.

While he was stationed at Ft. Snelling

in 1835, Capt. Isaac Lynde requested clarification on an issue that
might not have been all that uncommon.

"A difference of opinion exists

at this Post as to the meaning of the 10 paragraph Article 16 Genl.
Regulations," he wrote.

"Is it the meaning of that part that a

Deserter's pay between his apprehension and trial shall only be withheld by the Pay Master till after the trial or is it forfeited?"
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From sun-up to sun-down the soldier's daily life was regulated
by orders from his superiors and the routine of the post.

One of the

most important men at Ft. Atkinson was the company bugler for it was
he who sounded the calls, at times specified by the commanding officer,
that were the basic regulation--the clock, in essence--for the soldier.
"Reveille," sounded at daybreak, was the signal for the men to rise,
and this was immediately followed by "stable call" which ordered the
men to water, feed, and attend to their horses.
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"Stable call" was heard two additional times each day:
40 minutes before noon and at sunset.

about

Care of the animals at the

post was one of the most important tasks of the soldier.

The dragoons

depended on their mounts, and each trooper was expected to care for
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his animal by keeping it watered, fed; and shod.

Officers in the

dragoons often had more than 1 mount and were occasionally fussy about
the care their horses received.

The distinctions of rank and social

class between officers and enlisted men sometimes even extended to
their mounts. The Quartermaster General allowed officers at Ft.
Atkinson to have their own horses shod at the post blacksmith, but
declined to permit the construction of a separate stable for those
mounts unless the troops provided the materials and labor for the
building without expense to the government.
In addition to dragoon horses, there were teams of mules and
oxen to be taken care of.

The number of teams kept at Ft. Atkinson

depended on the quartermaster.

When the cost of hiring local teamsters

was high, more teams were kept at the post. When the cost was low, the
public teams were sold and contracts were let for hauling forage,
firewood, and the like. There were, however, always a few teams kept
at the post for general drayage.

In December of 1842, for example,

the quartermaster's department kept 2 six-mule teams and 2 six-ox
teams for general work and a four-ox team for hauling water up the
bluff.
post.

The cost of maintaining these teams was a major expense at the
In 1845, Lt. J.B. Plummer estimated that for the coming year

he would need over 1,900 bushels of oats, more than 1,300 bushels of
corn, and 74 tons of hay to feed 17 oxen and 12 mules in his care, and
that the bill for this would approach 3,000 dollars. And he estimated
that a quarter of the time the animals would be in pasture, feeding on
grass.

Feed and supplies were usually obtained locally giving farmers
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an outlet for their crops and the local economy a boost.

However, it

was not always easy to find people who could fulfill a contract.

An

1843 contract for oats was given to one James Watson, "whose bid was
the lowest that had good and sufficient surity [sic] offered for its
fulfillment."

The other bidders, the acting quartermaster reported,

"were men of but doubtful character at the best and their surity
insufficient."
Two bugle calls that were always responded to by every soldier,
though with differing degrees of enthusiasm, were "peas-upon-atrencher," the signal for breakfast, and "roast-beef," the signal to
assemble for dinner or to draw provisions.

The General Regulations

suggested that unmarried officers "form themselves into a mess, and
live together."
officers.

Enlisted men lived and ate separately from the

Nothing better describes the class distinctions between

officer and enlisted man than the behavior expected of the officer
while dining.

"Deportment at the mess should be marked with all that

propriety which characterizes the society of gentlemen," the regulations
stated.

"The rules of good breeding must, therefore, be punctiliously

observed, and the infringement of them, at the mess, will be considered
a military offence, calling for the interposition of the authority of
the senior officer present, to check the same, or other irregularity."
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No such guidelines were offered for the common soldier.
Contrary to the bugle calls, peas and roast beef were not a
regular part of the soldier's diet.

Bread and soup were the usual fare.

Since the soup was supposed to be boiled for at least five hours, food
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preparation was one of the more time-consuming tasks at the post.
Privates, working in rotation, did the cooking in the company kitchen
on a cooking stove shipped from St. Louis. Much of the food the
soldiers ate came from the vicinity of the fort.

A herd of beef cattle

was pastured nearby, so boiled, not roast, beef may have been a prime
ingredient in the soup the soldiers ate.

Fresh vegetables were an

important part of the diet, and if peas were eaten, they too were
probably in the soup.

Good company gardens were a source of pride as

well as an important source of food.

A good garden was important

enough to Company B, 1st Dragoons, that Private John Putnam, who must
have had a green thumb, was sent to Ft. Atkinson to prepare the ground
and plant a company garden two months before the company arrived at
the post.
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Food and provisions that were not available near the fort were
purchased on contract. A year's supplies purchased for the post in
1844 consisted of 125 barrels of pork, 160 barrels of flour, 40 bushels
of beans, 1,150 lbs. of soap, 500 lbs. of candles, 15 bushels of salt,
and 500 gallons of vinegar.

These supplies were delivered at a warehouse

on the Mississippi owned by H.L. Dousman, a Prairie du Chien entrepreneur, and Henry Rice, the sutler at Ft. Atkinson who later became a
U.S. Senator from Minnesota.

From the Dousman and Rice warehouse the

supplies were hauled to the fort by wagon to be stored in the
commissary.

To supplement his diet or to obtain amenities that the

"good living" of the post somehow overlooked, the soldier visited the
sutler's store at the fort. Henry Rice stocked a range of goods from
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cooking utensils to household furniture that the soldier could purchase
at prices set by a council of administration composed of officers.

The

army took care that the supplies received at its posts arrived in good
condition. A board of survey was appointed to inspect all questionable
provisions which if found tainted could then be declared "unfit for
59
issue."
At the sound of "troop" the men assembled each morning for duty.
The duty to which a soldier was assigned depended to some extent on the
type of work he had done in civilian life. Since much of the work in
the first few years revolved around the construction of the post, skills
in the building trades and crafts were especially sought after.
Carpenters, brick masons, stone masons, and plasterers all worked at
Ft. Atkinson.

If men with these skills were not available in the

ranks, civilians were hired to do the jobs.

Capt. Lynde complained in

1841 that his company had "only three indifferent Carpenters," "only
one Stone mason," and no plasterers or brick masons. Workmen were
often hired in St. Louis by the Quartermaster Department there and
transported up the Mississippi by steamboat.

If a soldier lacked

specific skills, he might find himself carrying stone from the quarry
for the masons, or felling trees for picketwork and buildings. Whipsawyers were employed at the post to cut logs into boards.

If a

soldier had previous experience as a blacksmith, his skill was in
great demand.

Not only were there at times as many as 100 horses and

mules at the post that needed to be shod, the blacksmith also made
much of the hardware for the buildings. The demand for hinges and
latches kept him particularly busy in the first few years.
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With all these trades and crafts practiced at the fort, it is
good to keep in mind that some crafts that would have been useful at
the post were not practiced there.

Harness-making, for example, would

be especially useful at a dragoon post, but apparently all horse
equipment for the entire regiment was made by one supplier.

"It may

be some time before the Horse equipments are ready to be forwarded,"
the Quartermaster General replied to an 1842 inquiry by Capt. Sumner,
"as orders have but recently been given to enter into contracts, at
Philadelphia, for a supply of those of the new pattern."
Much of the work at Ft. Atkinson was simply the routine of
sustaining life at the post. A soldier who knew the techniques of
baking bread could be kept busy on duty in the bakehouse.

Other duties

pertaining to food preparation included tending garden, slaughtering
and butchering beef, cutting ice in winter for the ice house, and, of
course, duty as cook. Water had to be hauled to the cistern from
nearby springs. Men also found themselves assigned the duty of hauling
supplies. With the severe winters of northeastern Iowa and the drafty
log barracks the men lived in, soldiers were assigned to cut firewood.
The construction at the post used much of the available nearby trees,
and the soldiers were sent farther and farther from the post for fuel.
If supplies of fuel ran low, soldiers would find themselves performing
this duty even in the dead of winter.

January of 1843 found 1 non-

commissioned officer and 25 privates on detached service cutting wood.
Fuel supplies must have been low because the following month an officer
and 20 privates were away from the post cutting more wood.

One task
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enlisted men probably did not perform, but which had to be done nevertheless, was laundering clothes.

Regulations allowed each company to

employ 4 women as laundresses, and these women were usually the wives
of enlisted men. The women and their husbands lived together in
quarters supplied at the post, like the 3 huts built at Ft. Atkinson.
With 2 families per house, it is possible there were 6 laundresses at
Ft. Atkinson, which with 2 companies stationed there, was below the
number permitted by regulations.
Among the more military duties at the fort were patrol duty,
sentinel or guard duty, and policing the fort. According to General
Regulations, an officer of police, directed by the officer of the day,
was "to make a general inspection into the cleanliness of the camp or
garrison; to suffer no fires to be made in camp, except in the kitchens;"
and "to cause all dirt or filth to be immediately removed, and either
burnt or buried."

After "reveille" each man was expected to put his

bunk and quarters in order.

While it seems likely that Ft. Atkinson

was kept in good police, the historical record seems to suggest that
inspection of the post, while formalized by written orders, may have
been infrequent.

On February 27, 1845, Major Greenleaf Dearborn, the

commanding officer, issued post orders number 11:

"The Council of

Administration consisting of Capt. E.V. Sumner, Capt. A.S. Miller,
and Asst. Surgeon W.S. King will assemble to morrow [sic] at half past
8 o'clock a.m. for Inspection and muster will commence at half past
nine."

In April, post orders number 22, Major Dearborn ordered the

Council of Administration to make an inspection commencing at 9:00
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A.M. the following day.

Then, in June, by orders number 38, the

council was directed to conduct an inspection the next day "at half
after 8 a.m."

No records exist for other commands, and it is possible

that Major Dearborn's seemingly infrequent inspections were idiosyncratic.

It is also possible that less formalized, but equally

important, inspections were the order of the day when the men were
mustered for duty.
The number of guards at any fort depended on the extent of the
post to be defended and the size and strength of the garrison.
not clear how many guards were posted at Ft. Atkinson.

It is

The threat of

attack at Ft. Atkinson was slight, so slight in fact, that the principal
defensive positions of the fort, the two blockhouses, were among the
last buildings completed and were used to house commissary stores while
that building was finished.

Generally, sentinels were stationed at

principal points to be guarded such as the main gate, the guard house,
and the magazine, but it may also have been necessary to post guards
at the commissary and quartermaster's stores to prevent pilfering and
in the hospital to maintain order.

It is also possible that a

sentinel's beat was built along the south wall of the stockade
extending fifty feet from a shelter in the southeast corner.

This

position would have afforded a good view of any movement below the
bluff.

Officers of the guards were responsible for the security and

general order of the post.
Ft. Atkinson.

Discipline was not a major problem at

Men might be confined to quarters as a disciplinary

measure or in severe cases arrested and imprisoned in the guard house.
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For more than half the 103 months troops were stationed at the post,
however, no one was confined to quarters or under arrest.

On the

other hand, in September 1842 there were 8 men either under arrest or
confined to quarters, and in August of 1843 there were 17. These were
exceptional though; it was more common to find from 1 to 4 soldiers
each month facing disciplinary action.
this was a rather small percentage.

Out of 2 companies of soldiers,

In an unusual month, July 1843,

13 men faced discipline, yet they represented only about 8% of the
64
169 men stationed at the fort.
Because Ft. Atkinson was built to maintain order among the
Indians on the Neutral Ground, to prevent Whites from trespassing on
Indian land, and to keep the Winnebagoes from returning to Wisconsin,
patrol duty was an important part of military life at the post.
Although the removal of most of the Winnebagoes to the Neutral Ground
was complete in the summer of 1840, the problem of the Indians
slipping back across the river to Wisconsin was apparent as early as
fall.

In November, Brig. Gen. Brooke went so far as to suggest that

another fort be built, this one at Prairie La Crosse, but the suggestion
was rejected in favor of frequent patrols on the Neutral Ground and
in Wisconsin.

The problem of the Indians returning to their ancestral

home was acute enough by spring to provoke Gen. Atkinson's anger.

"I

have to direct that should any further incursions of the Winnebagoes
be made across the Mississippi, that you will arrest the principal men
of the Bands and confine them at Fort Crawford till [sic] further
orders, and I should like to see them well whipped with a cowhide on
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their bare backs," Atkinson wrote Brooke.

"This, however, I will not

for the present order, but say to them that it will be the result if
they repeat their aggressions."
The record does not mention if Brooke passed on Atkinson's
threats to the Indians, but despite the threats the Winnebagoes
continued to cross over to Wisconsin.

Patrols were sent out from

Ft. Atkinson to bring them back to the Neutral Ground.

In September

1843, Lt. Jenkins left the fort with 21 men of Company B, 1st Dragoons,
"to keep the Winnebago Indians within their proper limits." From
November to December of the same year, Capt. Sumner led a detachment
of dragoons "in pursuit of Winnebago Indians." The dragoons were not
the only soldiers sent on patrol. On January 21, 1844, Company K,
1st Infantry, under the command of Capt. J.J. Abercrombie, left
Ft. Atkinson "for the purpose of removing Winnebago Indians from the
West bank of the Mississippi River west of the 20 mile line."
Patrols were not always in pursuit of Indians.

Sometimes

they were sent out to demonstrate the army's presence on the Neutral
Ground.

Such was the case with the small mounted force--l captain,

1 brevet 2nd lieutenant, 2 corporals, 1 bugler, and 9 privates--that
left the fort on May 8, 1843 for the Raccoon forks of the Des Moines
River and returned three weeks later. At other times patrols were
sent to be on hand at the payment of annuities to Indians. One
subaltern and 32 men of B and I companies, 1st Dragoons, were on hand
at the Sauk and Fox Agency, for instance, in August of 1842 when
payments and goods were distributed to the Indians there.
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The Neutral Ground was closed to all except Indians, Indian
agents, and the U.S. Army, but this did not prevent some Whites from
being attracted to the bountiful land that was to be Iowa.

In 1839,

H.H. Sibley, then a fur trader for the American Fur Company and later
the first governor of the State of Minnesota, led a hunting party out
for sport into the Neutral Ground.
Sibley reported.

"Game was extremely abundant,"

"Deer were to be seen at all times of the day,

standing in groups of three, four, or a half a dozen, gazing at us
without much alarm, these solitudes having long been undisturbed by
the visits of the hunter."

Sibley's group bagged a lot of game, and

even returned a year later to try again.

Not everyone was so fortunate.

Willard Barrows, a sometime surveyor who also hunted the Neutral Ground
surreptitiously, told of what might happen to trespassers.
secure so long as the Winnebagoes were away.

"We felt

We had no right on their

lands without their permission, or that of the Indian agent," he told
readers in his book of 1869.

"When whites were caught hunting or

fishing there, their property was considered by the Indians as lawful
prize."

When caught by the army, trespassers were escorted out of

Indian territory.

Some people, attracted by the fertile soil, even

tried settling on Indian land.

Three officers and 34 dragoons were

sent from Ft. Atkinson in June 1842 "to remove Citizen Settlers from
the Indian Country." With the Neutral Ground closed to all but
authorized people, visitors to Ft. Atkinson were few.

The shortage of

room at the post helped to discourage visitors, but those who did
travel to the fort were treated well.

Willard Barrows visited the
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fort in 1842. "The first night we were entertained within the walls
to our full comfort," he wrote.

The unfinished state of the post may

have contributed to his decision to move to the Indian agency downstream.

"The agent then provided for us during the ten days that we

remained," Barrows added.

Patrol duty was probably not unpleasant.

It was most likely considered a welcome relief from the drudgery of
the routine of the post, though troopers may not have looked on winter
patrol too favorably.
Not every man was able to report for duty each day.

At the

sound of "surgeon's call," men who had become sick during the night
were led to the post hospital by the 1st sergeant of the company.

The

amount of health care available to soldiers, undeveloped as it was,
was considerably better than that available to the general public on
the frontier.

A doctor was always on hand at Ft. Atkinson.

A member

of the army, the post surgeon was considered an officer, and the
assistant surgeons who served at Ft. Atkinson ranked as equals of
captains if they had served 5 years or as 1st lieutenants if they had
served less.

Despite the attention to good health that the army tried

to foster, or perhaps because of it, the number of men at Ft. Atkinson
responding to "surgeon's call" was relatively high.

There were only

6 months out of the entire time the post was garrisoned that no. one
reported to the hospital.
were not uncommon.

Months with from 8 to 11 men reported sick

Nearly a third of the months the post was occupied

8 or more men reported sick.

Most of the men must have recovered

because between June 1840 and February 1849, only 7 deaths were
recorded at the fort.
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Leisure activity at Ft. Atkinson was probably limited.

With

so much of the work in the first 3 years focused on the construction
of the fort, it is hard to imagine that the soldiers had much leisure.
Of the 6 years Ft. Atkinson was garrisoned by regular army troops,
half were spent constructing the fort. When a soldier was off-duty,
he could earn extra pay working on the buildings as an extra-duty man,
and many men took advantage of this opportunity.

Once the buildings

were completed, men could still supplement their pay with extra-duty
painting and making general repairs.
was rather well-organized recreation.

At some frontier posts there
Ft. Snelling and Ft. Crawford,

for example, had a long history of staging dramatic productions for
the amusement of visitors and the rest of the garrison.

Ft. Snelling

was 20 years old and Ft. Crawford 13 years by the time Ft. Atkinson
was founded and the dramatic societies at the older posts were wellestablished.

The relatively short time Ft. Atkinson was occupied,

the lack of visitors at the post, and the cramped quarters which
prevented room for making and storing props and scenery make it
unlikely that any budding thespians trod the boards at the fort.
More likely were informal recreational activities.
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The com-

manders at some frontier posts complained that officers passed their
off-duty hours smoking, drinking, and playing cards. Considering the
army regulations' admonition that officers comport themselves as
gentlemen, it is not too far fetched to assume that these were even
more popular pursuits for the enlisted men who felt no such strictures.
Whiskey had ceased being a part of a soldier's daily rations in 1830,
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so drinking by enlisted men at Ft. Atkinson was probably done on the
sly.

Vice was not the only recreation at military posts, however.

Ft. Snelling and Ft. Crawford both had post libraries, and it is
possible that Ft. Atkinson had one too since a library would not take
up much space.

Even if there was no library, officers probably lent

books among themselves and possibly to the men.

Newspapers received

in the mail no doubt made the rounds. Although it was a job ordered
by the commanding officer, mail duty may have been considered by the
men as a welcome, even desirable, relief from the routine of the post.
A soldier who left on Monday spent his first night at Joel Post's
half-way house and arrived at Prairie du Chien late Tuesday, and was
not expected back at Ft. Atkinson until Thursday.

While hardly a

city, the settlement at Prairie du Chien offered a variety of life
unavailable on the Neutral Ground.

The weekly mail duty was assigned

to all ranks from private to captain.

Officers, however, were

assigned exclusively to duty that would take them farther from the
post.

Trips to buy horses for the dragoons, like Lt. P.R. Thompson's

1843 trip to Springfield, Illinois, gave officers a chance to visit
more settled areas. Other extended duty away from the post, such as
service at a general courtmartial or recruiting service, broke the
monotony of army life.

For example, 2nd Lt. Leonidas Jenkins of the

1st Dragoons spent 6 months away from Ft. Atkinson on recruiting
service in St. Louis, a duty that had obvious rewards. Still, most
soldiers had to content themselves with informal leisure at the
fort.
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Recruiting new soldiers and preventing desertion were continuing
problems for the army.

Roll calls were taken 5 times a day--after

reveille, before breakfast, before dinner, at sunset, and after "tattoo"
when no one was to be out of his quarters--as a check on the men. This
did not always stem the problem of desertion.

At Ft. Atkinson there

were desertions 36 months out of the 72 months regular troops were
stationed at the post.

Usually the deserter went alone; only one

deserter is reported for each of 16 months.

In the most unusual month,

December 1840, 17 men "went over the hill."

It was especially difficult

to predict who would desert. While on detached service in Wisconsin
pursuing Winnebago Indians, "an old and experienced Sergeant" of the
dragoons, "whose character stood high and in whom every confidence was
placed," deserted on horseback taking the company funds totaling
$170 with him.

To counter the number of men lost from desertion or

discharged at the end of service, new soldiers were sent sometimes
from the recruiting depots in Louisville and St. Louis.

In August

1840, for example, 13 new soldiers arrived at Ft. Atkinson.
men joined the garrison in August of the following year.

Eighteen

From December

1841 to April 1843, however, no new recruits arrived at the post.
the same period, 17 men deserted.

In
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When "retreat" was sounded at sunset each day, the men of
Ft. Atkinson assembled to hear the orders for the following day.

The

soldier might then reflect on the work of that day, contemplate the
next day's duties, and perhaps look forward to an evening of smoking,
cards, or perhaps even reading in the barracks. When "tattoo" sounded
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later, the soldier was to stay in his quarters until reveille the
following morning when the daily life at Ft. Atkinson would begin
again.

Abandoning the Fort
On May 27, 1846, a War Department circular reached Ft. Atkinson
announcing that a state of war existed with Mexico.

The army's atten-

tion shifted from protecting the frontier to fighting the Mexicans on
their own land.

Troops from the Upper Mississippi Valley and other

frontier areas were ordered to Mexico and the Southwest, and the duty
of guarding the frontier fell to volunteer state and territorial
militias. When Company B, 1st Dragoons, left Ft. Atkinson on June 20,
1846, a significant period in the history of the fort ended.

The

following month Company A of the 1st Iowa Volunteer Infantry under the
command of James Morgan took up residence at Ft. Atkinson.

They were

joined in September by a second company of volunteers, the Iowa
Volunteer Dragoons, but the War Department, perhaps feeling the pinch
of the expensive war in Mexico, disbanded the company in November.
In order to facilitate patrolling of the Neutral Ground, in July of
1847 Morgan disbanded the volunteer infantry and re-enlisted nearly
everyone of the old company in the Mounted Iowa Volunteers.

These

volunteer troops continued to perform much the same duties as the
regular army.

In September of 1847, for example, Morgan's mounted

troups attended the payment of annuities to the Winnebagoes at the
Turkey River Sub-agency.
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The previous October a group of Winnebagoes had traveled to
Washington and were persuaded to cede all claims they held to the
Neutral Ground.

In return, they were given about 8,000 acres in

Minnesota north of the St. Peter's River and west of the Mississippi.
In June 1848, the Winnebagoes were removed from Iowa just as they had
been from Wisconsin.
end in Minnesota.

The forced migration of the Winnebago did not

They would be moved once more in Minnesota, then

removed from that place to South Dakota in 1862, and then finally to
a reservation in Nebraska.

But with the removal of the Winnebago from

Iowa, the reason for Ft. Atkinson was removed as well.

Morgan's

company of mounted volunteers was disbanded in September of 1848 when
they were relieved by Company C of the 6th Infantry, Capt. T.L.
Alexander commanding.

Capt. Alexander's troops were the last to

serve at Ft. Atkinson. On January 23, 1849, the Adjutant General issued
the following order:

"Fort Atkinson, being no longer required for

military purposes, will be abandoned, and the garrison assigned to
some other station by the commander of the 6th Military Department."
The last company of infantry marched out of the gates of Ft. Atkinson
on February 24, 1849.
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The army did not forget about Ft. Atkinson altogether.

For

the next 6 years, the care of the post was in the hands of a custodian.
Actually, the position of custodian passed through several hands as
the job became something of a political plum.
particularly easy job.

It was not, however, a

People had begun to settle near the fort, and

pilfering of government property was difficult to control. Stone by
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stone and log by log the buildings decayed or were destroyed.

In

1851, the caretaker of the fort, Lewis Harkins, sent to the War
Department this statement of the condition of the buildings:
The buildings outside the Fort or Picketing are 1st.

2nd.
3rd.
4th.
5th.
6th.
7th.
8th.

Two large frame Stables one hundred and twenty feet
long, by thirty two feet each - each one sound and
good.
One large and Commodious Granery, sound and good.
One Bake house in a far gone state of decay.
One blacksmith's shop - sound.
One Carpenter's shop Sound and in repair.
One Quarter Master's house in a decayed state.
Two small Stables, one Sound, the other very much
decayed.
Three small houses occupied by Soldiers' families,
two, Sound, one very much decayed---

The buildings inside the Fort or Picketing are--9th.
10th.
11th.
12th.

13th.

14th.

Two block houses and Magazine built of stone in good
and Sound repair--One Commissary Storehouse, Sound and good.
One block of Officers Quarters Sound and good built
of stone.
One block of Officers quarters built of hewed logs Sound and good except the lower parts, at the bottom
and the lower Stoop floor, Some few decaying-One block of Soldiers' quarters built of hewed logs
Sound and good, except that the floors of the lowerStoop,
and the posts at the bottom, are decaying--One other block of Soldiers Quarters built of Stone,
Sound and good except that the flooring of the lower
Stoop, is much decayed, as well as the posts at the
bottom.

Harkins also reported that the picketing was "in a very rapid and far
gone State of decay," the fence around the gardens was "in a bad state
of repair," and that about 70 panes of glass had been broken out of
the windows around the fort. Three buildings were unaccounted for in
Harkins' report:
stone root cellar.

a log dragoon stable, the log ice house, and the
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As the fort was rapidly falling apart or being dismantled, the
government finally decided to sell what remained of the buildings.

In

1855, the federal government sold the fort buildings at public auction.
Five years later, the people who had settled on government land near
the fort since its abandonment were permitted by congressional action
to secure title to their claims. The Neutral Ground was no more, and
with this action the history of the military at Ft. Atkinson came to
an end.
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III.

PLANNING RECOMMENDATIONS

On September 23, 1968, Fort Atkinson State Monument Preserve
was dedicated as an historical, geological, and archaeological preserve
as provided for in Chapter 135, Act 61st Assembly.

This act calls for

the maintenance of the features for which the site was dedicated.

All

future use and planning must take into consideration these features:
the geological formations of the Fort Atkinson Member, Maquoketa Shale;
the archaeological ruins and the subsurface remains; and the integrity
of the 3 remaining historical buildings.

Ft. Atkinson Site at Present
The appearance of the Ft. Atkinson State Monument Preserve at
the present is the result of the implementation of recommendations made
by a consultant in 1956.

In November of that year, historian Merrill

J. Mattes visited the site to "make recommendations regarding its
future preservation and development."
there were 6 buildings at the site:

When Mattes visited Ft. Atkinson

the northeast blockhouse, the

southwest blockhouse, the powder magazine, about one-third of the north
barracks, a farmhouse in the southeast corner of the property, and a
"recent vintage stone building near the northeast corner." Mattes'
recommendations addressed the preservation and interpretation of the
historic buildings and the removal of intrusions on the historic scene.
He recommended that the powder magazine and the 2 blockhouses be kept
intact.

"The powder house," he wrote, "makes an excellent exhibit in

its present form," and he suggested only that the roofing be replaced
by shake shingling.

Mattes recommended that only the southwest

blockhouse be "used entirely for interpretive purposes," interpreted
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as a "cannon house," while the northeast blockhouse "be retained as a
storehouse and work shop." He did not mention that the northeast
blockhouse was a reconstruction, not an original building.

The farm-

house and the "recent vintage stone building" Mattes recommended be
"obliterated."
There were 2 major interpretive recommendations in Mattes'
report.

He suggested the partial reconstruction of the log stockade

to give a sense of the size of the fort and to give a sense of the
spatial relationship among the buildings. He suggested too the
creation of a "museum" in the north barracks.

"In replacing the

palisades," wrote Mattes, "I would ignore historical methods, whatever
they were, and base the palisades firmly by whatever engineering
methods may insure their long life." The stockade, rather than
enclosing the grounds completely, should be tapered off diagonally
along the east and west sides, Mattes said.

The "museum" Mattes

proposed for the north barracks was not really a museum in the strict
sense.

Strictly speaking, a museum conserves and displays collections

of artifacts of cultural or scientific significance for the purposes
of education, study, and enjoyment.
the fort "museum."

There would be no collections at

Instead, Mattes proposed what could be called a

visitor center to tell the Ft. Atkinson story with panel exhibits and
a "few historical objects" that would "be put in glass cases which
also can be padlocked to prevent theft."

Mattes further recommended

that the open-end walls of the north barracks be "replaced by brickwork
2
or cement blocks."

