
IOWA DEPARTMENT OF 
CULTURAL AFFAIRS 
IOWA ARTS PROOUCE STllTE HI STOHICAL 
COUNCIL IOWA SOCIETY OF lr:JNA 

CHRIS KRAMER, DIRECTOR 

ELIGIBILITY REVIEW 
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

Review Date: 13 February 2019 

Property Information: 
Name of Property: 
Historic District: Luther College Campus Historic District 
Multiple Property Form: 
Address : 700 College Dr 
City & County: Decorah~ Winneshiek County 

Eligibility: 

KIM REYNOLDS, GOVERNOR 
ADAM GREGG, LT. GOVERNOR 

ISIF# 
ISIF # 96 - 0075 
HADB# 

D Insufficient documentation was provided for our review. Please provide the information requested in the 
"Additional Comments" section, below. 

D This property is considered not eligible for individual listing on the National Register of Historic Places or is 
"non-contributing" in a listed or eligible historic district. See "Additional Comments" below. 

[{] This potential district is considered eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places. 
National Register Criteria: A [{] B D C D D D 

D This property is 'considered individually eligible for listin~n the National Register of Historic Places. 
National Register Criteria: A D B D C LJ D D 

D This property is considered "contributing" in a National Register-listed or eligible historic district. 
National Register Criteria: A D B D C D D D 

Be advised that this determination is preliminary and based solely on the information provided at the time of the review. 
Additional research and documentation may be needed to actually nominate an "eligible" or "contributing" property to the 
National Register. That research may ultimately prove that the property is not, in fact, eligible for listing. Additional research may 
also prove that properties with a preliminary determination of "not eligible" or "non-contributing" are, in fact, eligible. 

This review does not constitute comment for the purposes of Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, the Historic 
Preservation and Cultural Entertainment District Tax Credit Program, or the Federal Historic Preservation Tax Incentives 
Program. 

Additional Comments: 

District has potential for eligibility under Criterion A for educational history, especially as it relates to 
Norwegian-American-sponsored collegiate history and the influences of Luther on similarly associated colleges in 
the region . This will require research into the history of collegiate education and design and how that history is 
expressed through the historic resources. Comparisons to other National Register-listed college campuses would 
be necessary. Being a successful and long-lived institution is not in and of itself significant. Regarding Jensen: it is 
not clear what was executed originally and what survives from that (ex: what survives from the Harrington/Grese 
report, pp. 2-4? Also, what do aerials show?) . The basic shape and sense of open space for the clearings are not 
enough to make them contributing sites. The criss-crossing concrete paths are the opposite of Jensen's intentions 
and the spatial relationships with various buildings/other elements has been destroyed. At this point they are simply 
a part of the setting. 

Paula Mohr, Architectural Historian 
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(January 2016) 

State Inventory Number: 96-00775 D New [81 Supplemental 
9-Digit SHPO Review & Compliance (R&C) Number: __ 
D Non-extant Year: 

Read the Iowa Site Inventory Form Instructions carefully, to ensure accuracy and completeness before 
completing this form. The instructions are available on our website. 

• Property Name 
A) Historic name: Luther College Campus Historic District 

B) Other names: Luther College campus; Norwegian Luther College campus 

• Location 
A) Street address: 700 College Drive 
B) City or town:Decorah (0 Vicinity) County:Winneshiek 
C) Legal description: 
Rural: Township Name: __ Township No.: __ Range No.: __ Section: __ Qtr: __ of Qtr: __ 
Urban: Subdivision: Block(s) : __ Lot(s) : __ 

• Class'ification 
A) Property category: Check only one 

D Building(s) 
B) Number of resources (within property): 

If eligible property, enter number of: 
[81 District 
D Site 
D Structure 
D Object 

Contributin 
1l 
1 
1 
2 

C) For properties listed in the National Register: 

Noncontributin 
Buildings Z 
Sites Q 
Structures 1 
ob·ects 1 
Total ~ 

National Register status: D Listed D De-listed 0 NHL 0 NPS DOE 

D) For properties within a historic district: 
D Property contributes to a National Register or local certified historic district. 

If non-eligible property, 
enter number of: 

1 Buildings 
Q Sites 
1 Structures 
0 ob·ects 
.§ Total 

D Property contributes to a potential historic district, based on professional historic/architectural survey and evaluation. 
D Property does not contribute to the historic district in which it is located. 

Historic district name: __ Historic district site inventory number: __ 

E) Name of related project report or multiple property study, if applicable: 
MPD title Historical Architectural Data Base # 

• Function or Use Enter categories (codes and terms) from the Iowa Site Inventory Form Instructions 

A) Historic functions B) Current functions 

01A single dwelling 

05E01 dormitory 

13C02 green 

1A single dwelling 

05E01 dormitory 

13C02 green 

• Description Enter categories (codes and terms) from the Iowa Site Inventory Form Instructions 

A) Architectural classification B) Materials 

08 Modern Movement 

09 Other: Contemporary 

07 A Prairie School 

08 Midcentury Modern 

Foundation (visible exterior) : 04 stone; 10 concrete 

Walls (visible exterior) : 04 brick; 04 stone; 13 glass 

Roof: 08 asphalt: 16 clay tile 

Other: 

C) Narrative description [81 SEE CONTINUATION SHEETS, WHICH MUST BE COMPLETED 



Site Number: 96-00775 Address: 700 College Drive City:Decorah County~ Winneshiek 

• Statement of Significance 
A) Applicable National Register Criteria: Mark your opinion of eligibility after applying relevant National Register criteria 
Criterion A: Property is associated with significant events. ~ Yes D No D More research recommended 
Criterion B: Property is associated with the lives of significant persons. D Yes D No D More research recommended 
Criterion C: Property has distinctive architectural characteristics . D Yes D No D More research recommended 
Criterion D: Property yields significant information in archaeology/history. D Yes D No D More research recommended 

B) Special criteria considerations: Mark any special considerations; leave blank if none 
~ A: Owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes. D E: A reconstructed building, object, or structure. 
D B: Removed from its original location. D F: A commemorative property. 
D C: A birthplace or grave. D G: Property less than 50 years of page or 
D D: A cemetery achieved significance within the past 50 years. 

C) Areas of significance 
Enter categories from instructions 
11 Education 

19 Landscape Architecture (1930s memorial) 

E) Significant dates 
Construction date 
1867 D check if circa or estimated date 
Other dates, including renovations 
1911, 1921, 1933-36 

G) Cultural affiliation 
Complete if Criterion D is marked above 

D) Period(s) of significance 

1867-1969 (Campus House to Preus Library) 

F) Significant person 
Complete if Criterion B is marked above 

H) Architect/Builder 
Architect 
Altfillisch, Charles; Gray, Don; Jensen, Jens 
Builder/contractor 
Coffeen, A.R. 

I) Narrative statement of significance ~ SEE CONTINUATION SHEETS, WHICH MUST BE COMPLETED 

• Bibliography ~See continuation sheets for the list research sources used in preparing this form 

• Geographic Data Optional UTM references D See continuation sheet for additional UTM or comments 
Zone Easting Northing NAO Zone Easting Northing NAO 

1 2 
3 4 

• Form Preparation 
Name and Title: Jan Olive Full PhD, architectural historian/historian Date:January 2019 
Organization/firm : Tallgrass-Full LLC E-mail:tallgrass.jofull@gmail.com 
Street address: __ Telephone: __ 
City or Town: Iowa City State: IA Zip code:52240 

• ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTATION Submit the following items with the completed form 
A) For all properties, attach the following, as specified in the Iowa Site Inventory Form Instructions: 

1. Map of property's location within the community. 
2. Glossy color 4x6 photos labeled on back with property/building name, address, date taken, view shown, and 
unique photo number. 
3. Photo key showing each photo number on a map and/or floor plan, using arrows next top each photo 
number to indicate the location and directional view of each photograph. 
4. Site plan of buildings/structures on site, identifying boundaries, public roads, and building/structure footprints . 

B) For State Historic Tax Credit Part 1 Applications, historic districts and farmsteads, and barns: 
See lists of special requirements and attachments in the Iowa Site Inventory Form Instructions. 

State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) Use Only Below This Line 
The SHPO has reviewed the Site Inventory and concurs with above survey opinion on National Register eligibility: 

D Yes D No D More research recommended 
D This is a locally designated property or part of a locally designated district. 

Comments: _________________________________________ _ 

SHPO authorized signature : _____________________ _ Date: 
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Luther College Campus Historic District 
Name of Property 
700 College Drive 
Address 

Function or Use 
Historic Functions 

08E05 stadium 
08103 statue 
10002 powerhouse 
05B04 classrooms 
01 H01 administration bldg. 
01 H02 dining hall 

Description 
Architectural classification 
Other: Post modernism 
09A09 Foursquare 
05 Late Victorian 
06G Italian Renaissance 
08B International Style 
01 No Style 
060 Tudor Revival 

Architect 
Altfillisch , Olson, Gray & Thompson 
Olson , Gray, Thompson & Lynnes 
OPUS Northwest 
Langley Weese, Ltd. 
Hammel, Green & Abrahamson, Inc. 
Newins, Dennis 
Magney & Tusler, Inc. 
Buechner & Orth 
OPUS AE Group, LLC 

Narrative Description 

Site Number: 96-00775 
Related District Number: 

Winneshiek 
County 
Decorah 
City 

Current Functions 
13A parking lot 
08103 statue 
10002 powerhouse/05B04 classroom 
05B04 classrooms 
1 OG01 warehouse-storage 
01 H01 administration/offices 
01 H01 administration bldg . 

The study area for this evaluation is the same as outlined in the original site form filed for the Luther 
College campus in/about February 2018 (96-00775), consisting of both the original blufftop campus as 
expanded over the years ("upper campus") and the modern portion of the campus that has been 
constructed below the blufftop in the Upper Iowa River valley ("lower campus") . The potential historic 
campus district is somewhat smaller than the study area, primarily because the lower campus is not 
included within the boundary. Building evaluations are generally the same here as in the original site 
inventory, with those identified as needing more research evaluated for contributing status within the 
present study. The treatment of smaller objects is handled differently though, with insubstantial objects 
such as the tree-wells, recently-built council rings , and campus stone signage not individually identified. 
Modern outdoor sculptures, on the other hand, were identified and evaluated a group. Therefore, the 
original form and this supplemental form should be read together to understand the fullest inventory of 
resources present on campus regardless of size, age, or significance. See the Table of Resources and 
maps included herein for details on resources within the study area. 
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Luther College is located in northwest Decorah, Winneshiek County, Iowa. The original 1861 campus 
consisted of 32 acres located in a virgin upland oak savannah but has since been expanded to over 
100 acres. Remnants of the original oak savannah survive but the campus is also landscaped with 
evergreens, maples, and a large cottonwood , as well as bushes and perennials that may or may not 
have been native to the oak savannah . Generally, the campus is bounded by College Drive on the east, 
Leif Erickson Drive on the south, Dike Road on the west, and campus streets in between. To the south 
and east of campus, are residential neighborhoods with houses of mixed late-19th and 2Qth_century 
vintage. The city's Streamline Moderne municipal swimming pool (NRHP, 2011) also is found on the 
east edge of campus along College Drive. Immediately north of the campus are what appears to be 
brushy land that is perhaps an intermittent wetland ; open grassy fields; and a large stand of timber, all 
owned by Luther College, which expands its holdings in Decorah to several hundred acres. To the west 
is the Upper Iowa River with the recently-built athletic facilities of the lower campus protected from 
flooding by the meandering earthen dike. 

The lower campus contains the college's stadium and running track, indoor sports facility, pool, tennis 
courts, ball diamonds, and large parking lots. A large maintenance building, once used in a pinch as a 
theatre, is also located in the lower campus. Literally all of the lower campus resources are either 
recently built or significantly remodeled in recent years. All have been evaluated as noncontributing for 
National Register (NRHP) purposes. See the maps, table of resource evaluations, and individual 
narratives for the lower campus facilities that were included in this study. 

The upper campus consists of the original 32 acres and now contains large classroom buildings, 
dormitories, administration and faculty office buildings, and special-purpose buildings such as the art 
and music buildings and the main college library. There is a roughly circular order to the arrangement of 
these buildings around the open grassy clearings in the center of campus (see maps). Based on 
construction dates, this is an \:!!J.Q lanned order for the most 12art exce t for the central grassy_@;Ml§, 
which were identified and labeled in 1910 by landscape architect Jens Jensen. Surrounding the open 
space - the combined Campus and Athletic Field clearings of Jensen's plan - is the inner ring of 
buildings ranging from the oldest campus building constructed in 1867 to the main library constructed 
102 years later in 1969. The next ring includes buildings constructed between 1975 and 2008. Beyond 
these modern buildings are large parking lots, all but one of which are modern and less than 50 years 
old . By function , the college dormitories are largely located beyond the center of campus and its 
academic buildings, with the smaller and older dorms along the south edge of the campus center and 
dating from 1907 until 1957. With little space left to expand to the south, newer high-rise dorms were 
located at the far north end of the campus in the 1960s. Interspersed throughout the upper campus are 
new roads, and recent sidewalks that crisscross the clearin ~ and reflect pedestrian pathways. 

Construction materials, especially of the historic buildings, consist of red brick load-bearing or brick 
veneer walls trimmed with stone or light gray concrete. The more modern buildings' materials include 
large expanses of glass. Styles vary with the era of construction. The oldest surviving building (#12, 
1867), originally a parsonage, is in the Italianate style with prominent window hoods with drops and 
brickwork near the roof that suggests brackets. A dormitory built early in the 20th century (#14, 1907) 
was given classical details. The former library (#13, 1921) is detailed in the Italian Renaissance or 
Renaissance Revival style, while the main administration building (#16, 1952) occupying the site of two 
prior college "main" buildings reflects the International Style. Like most college campuses, there is a 
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variety of statues -and works of art dotting the campus. Six modern sculptures (#31) are located at 
various spots and are evaluated as a group. The imposing statue of Martin Luther (#29, 1911), posed 
atop a tall pedestal, is still located where Jensen recommended and landscaped as he directed. And a 
charming rock-art memorial (#30, 1933, 1936) pays tribute to the first president of Luther College as 
well as the college's 75th anniversary. · 

Narrative Statement of Significance ~ pl 
vl5 . 

Statement of Significance /'"" fV 1 / • 

The Luther College campus is signifi~ant under Criterion A a; the local level (and probably at a broader 
level) as an excellent example of theThuccessful )and long-lived educational ·nstitutions established by 
Norwegian immigrants in the u i:ier Midwest. The early immigrants, who settled in small colonies prior 
to the start o mass Norwegian immigration in 1865, were often led by Lutheran clergy, educated men 
concerned with perpetuating the Lutheran faith as their flocks spread westward across the prairies and 
forests of the upper Middle West. Training young men for the Lutheran ministry by establishing liberal 
arts colleges was a response to this concern, though not all graduates entered the ministry. Over time, 
Luther's mission expanded to include women students as well as maintenance of a "quality liberal arts" 
program (Jordahl, 103). The college also worked to preserve something of its Norwegian heritage, 
through buildings and collections that are no longer on the campus (its museum now is in the 
commercial district as is the Egge cabin in which the Korans first lived) . Establishment of Luther 
College also had an l!!:!Rortant impact on the nascent town of Decorah in the 1 gth century, serving as a 
"pull" for additional in-migration of Norwegian immigrant families to the growing northeast Iowa town. 
Physically, the college encouraged town growth to the west beyond its original borders and across the 
meandering Upper Iowa River in what became known as West Decorah. The college continued to grow 
throughout the 20th century_ and into the n~.xt, providing a liberal arts education in a small-town setting. 
The Period of Significance, [1867 to 1969Jrepresent the period between the construction of the oldest 
surviving building from the first years of the college to the ear o construction of the im ortant Preus 
Library, the "youngest" historic buildi g_ab e to contribute to the Qro osed historic district. 

The original site inventory form filed early in 2018 recites the history of the college from its inception in 
1861. It is repeated in part here: 

Luther College was the first degree-granting institution of higher learning founded by Norwegian immigrants to 
America. Luther College's founders were staunch Lutherans who had been called to America in the 1850s as 
pastors - and pastors' wives -to serve the Lutheran Norwegians of the upper Midwest. These men and women 
worked together to establish a church organization, the Synod for the Norwegian Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in America, and quickly recognized the need for an educational institution to prepare American-born church and 
lay leaders. Initially the Synod worked with the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod, which had an established 
college and seminary in St. Louis, Missouri. But the beginning of the Civil War ended the St. Louis relationship, 
particularly because of pressure from the Norwegian laity, who were vehemently anti-slavery. In June 1861, the 
Norwegian Synod voted to establish a college. 

Pastor Ulrik Koren had previously taken an option on 32 acres in Decorah, which the Synod then purchased in 
1861. It is this land on a high bluff overlooking a curve in the Upper Iowa River that is at the core of the 
proposed Luther College Historic District. Because of the lack of facilities in Decorah in 1861, the first Luther 
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College classes were actually held in the parsonage at Halway Creek, Wisconsin. Within a year, the college 
established itself in buildings in downtown Decorah while it worked towards the construction ofa Main building 
on the land purchased in 1861 . 

Because of its status as the first degree-granting Norwegian-American college, Luther exerted considerable 
influence on the development of Norwegian-American higher education. Luther provided some of the stimulus, 
and the first presidents (Luther graduates) for several Norwegian Lutheran Colleges including: St. Olaf College, 
No1ihfield, MN (founded 1874), Pacific Lutheran University, Tacoma, WA (founded 1890), Concordia College, 
Moorhead, MN (founded 1891), and Bethany Lutheran College, Mankato, MN (founded 1927). Throughout its 
history, Luther College has re-negotiated its relationship to its Lutheran and Norwegian heritage, and perhaps 
because of its status as the first of the Norwegian-American colleges, it continued longer to hold on to its 
Norwegian heritage typified in the language of instruction, its classical curriculum grounded in ancient language 
instruction, and its single-sex student body. 

The History of Campus Growth and Development 

Three young Lutheran pastors are associated with the founding and earliest development of the 
college. Each is remembered through the honorific names of campus buildings. Herman Preus (#7) 
arrived in 1851 and in 1853 participated in the formation of the Norwegian Synod that "bound" together 
the tiny, scattered prairie congregations in the Decorah area. Ulrik Vilhelm Koren (#13) arrived next in 
1853 to lead a local congregation, and finally Laur. Larsen (#14) who "planned to spend his life in 
pastoral ministry," but became the first president of the college instead. Much of the frontier domestic 
life of these pastors and their families is preserved in diaries written by their wives-Linka Preus, 
Elisabeth Koren, and Karen Larsen-wives who played an important role in Lutheran pastoral tradition 
(Bunge, 2-10). 

U.V. Koren selected the blufftop site of the male-only college northwest of the small village of Decorah 
and 32 acres were purchased by the Synod in 1861. Laur. Larsen was appointed college president and 
would serve 41 years until 1902. By the time the sole college building (Main I) was ready for occupancy 
in 1865, classes already had been held in two prior locations, one in Wisconsin and one in the center of 
Decorah near the commercial district. Before Main I was lost to fire in 1889, its five floors including the 
attic and basement, were all fully used. The building provided living quarters for students and faculty, 
dining and kitchen facilities, class space, a chapel, a library, and study spaces (Bunge, 28). In 1874, a 
large addition was constructed at one end and seamlessly incorporated with the original building. 
Nearby ancillary buildings were constructed soon after, including a bakery and a brick stable. By the 
time Main I burned, the campus also had a gymnasium built in 1887 and well-organized athletic 
activities. The college's pattern of owning nearby residential quarters was established early on with the 
1862 purchase of "Griswold House," near Center Street and Leif Erikson Drive (extant). In 1867 a 
residence was constructed OIJ the campus itself fQLpastQL Nils Bra dt and his wife Diderikke Brandt,_ 
~w known as Campus House (!t1~. Brandt Hall (#11) is named for Diderikke Brant (Bunge, 33-33). 

With the destruction of Main I, supporters of the college struggled to keep it from being moved north 
into Minnesota. But after holding college activities in various rented and non-academic buildings owned 
by the college, a new Main was built and dedicated in 1890. A new campus bell was acquired at the 
time but never installed in Main ll's belfry. (It now hangs in front of Main Ill from a modern limestone 
frame [Bunge, 45]). A steam-heating plant (nonextant) constructed behind it heated the large building . 
Except for decorative details, Main II was similar in size, footprint, and appearance as Main I. With no 
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quarters available in Main II for President Larsen and family, the 1879 Italianate villa (extant) located a 
block from Griswold House was purchased and occupied by the family for three years until they moved 
into Campus House. In 1897, toward the end of Larsen's long presidency, Gjerset House (#19) was 

1 
n · built for the Larsen family. It would be occupied by faculty later . 

.rl)'vV' 
~ The physical campus began to expand rapidly with the appointment of C.K. Preus, eldest son of 

n ~. jA Herman and Linka Preus, as the second Luther College president in 1902. He tripled the size of the 
'(Jf! vv /)Y~' 1887 gym (nonextant) and added the Larsen Hall (#14) dormitory, the Loyalty Hall (#15) dining hall, and 
r\Y,, ~v Koren Library (#13). Another residence, Sperati House, was built in 1905 to house faculty, and it was 

v. Ov 
11 

during Preus's tenure that Jens Jensen, the noted landscape architect from Chicago, was hired to visit 
~ 0 r' , and plan a campus landscape in the regional style for which Jensen is known . From 1906 until 1959, 
,v" ~pjf the covered grandstand that was sketched in the upper right corner of Jensen's 1910 plan-the 
0Jl~J northeast corner of the "Athletic Field" clearing-provided seating for the "many baseball spectators 

during the glory years of Luther baseball" (Bunge, 62). Koren Library, built in 1921 and now called 
Koren Hall, is listed in the NRHP. 

Following the sudden death of President Preus in 1921, an 1893 Luther graduate, Oscar L. Olson, was 
appointed his replacement, the first lay person to lead the college. He served from 1921 until 1932 
during which time the college's seminary saw a significant increase in enrollment. The major building of 
this era was the large brick Preus Gymnasium (with auditorium facilities), designed by Charles Altfillisch 
and opened in 1926. In the 1930s, football and track fields were created in the northeast corner of 
campus and the meadow in front of Main II began to be regularly mowed (Bunge, 81). No building 
survives from the Olson years. Sports facilities were moved from the upper to lower campus in the 
1960s and, unfortunately, the Preus Gymnasium went the way of Mains I and II, burning down in 1961. 

The college finally became coeducation in 1936 in the depths of the Great Depression and during the 
presidency of O.J.H. Preus, the son of C.K Preus and grandson of Herman Preus. During O.J.H. 
Preus's tenure, from 1932 to 1948, alumni commissioned a tribute to Laur. Larsen on the centennial of 
his birth in 1933. It was a limestone pedestal (#30) near the then-main campus entrance with a plaque 
in his honor. Three years later, upon Luther's 75th anniversary this memorial was expanded with a 
similar limestone wall placed behind the Larsen monument and mounted with plaques honoring the 
pioneering Lutheran congregations and individuals. Also, during O.J.H. Preus's term as president, the 
campus infrastructure was improved with a new heating plant (#21) long overdue but delayed by World 
War Two and the destruction of Main 11 by fire in 1942. 

Growth in enrollment and an expanding physical campus marked the years J. W. Ylvisaker served as 
president (Bunge, 127) (1952 image below) . During these years, from 1948 to 1962, two dormitories 
were built (Brandt Hall, #11; Olson Hall, #32); Main II was finally replaced with the striking International 
Style-influenced Main Ill (#16); and two Midcentury modern buildings were built-Dahl Centennial 
Union (#1, heavily altered) overlooking the new athletic fields of the lower campus, and Valders 
Memorial Hall of Science (#4), an imposing low-rise building . Valders represents the first significant -- · expansion of the campus away from the original central core tO the north . 

A number of large and significant buildings survive from President Elwin D. Farwell's tenure, from 1963-
1981. During these years, the study body and faculty grew while the administration remained "lean" 
according to college historian Wilfred Bunge (159-161). Also during this era, a major change to the 
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physical campus took place with the decision to locate ne~ athletic facilities (Regents Center, #24; 
Carlson Stadium, #18) on the valley floor below the bluff and the upper campus. This left the upper 
campus with room to expand . Two new high-rise dormitories and a student lounge then were sited 
north of the core campus and its grassy clearings (Miller, Dieseth halls, Brunsdale Lounge, #26) in 
1966 and 1968. Between these dorms, which anchor the northern edge of campus, and the impressive 
Center for Faith and Life (#3) near the center greenspace, is another dorm, Ylvisaker Hall, built in 1964 
(#27). The large Preus Library (#7) was built in 1969 to look out over the north Athletic Field, and in 
1975 the Center for Faith and Life was constructed on Jensen's "Tennis Clearing" (also previously 
affected by the Preus Gymnasium) . Finally, the Jensen-Noble Hall of Music was built in 1981 (#8) . 

~ 

This aerial was taken in 1952 just as Main Ill construction was finishing. The low, gabled 
buildings across the top of the photo are veterans' housing (nonextant). Labels have been 
applied for this study (Bunge, 129) 

Since 1981, four of Luther's most modern and significant buildings have been constructed : Farwell Hall 
(#17), another very large, high-rise dormitory located on the lower campus; Franklin W. Olin Building 
(#6); the Center for the Arts (#1 O); and Sampson Hoffland Labs (#5) . Large concrete parking lots also 
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have been constructed around the perimeter of the campus buildings to hold the ever-increasing 
number of autos on campus. 

Construction years for extant buildings within the proposed historic district (Chart 1 below) can suggest 
but not fully reflect the growth eras of the college because the buildings lost to fire or demolition are not 
shown. Only two pre-1900 buildings, for example, survive though there were once many other 19th_ 
century campus buildings (refer to Sanborn fire insurance maps) . Even so, the years following World 
War Two clearly reflect a surge of new building construction and campus expansion brought about by 
deferred construction during the Great Depression, the influx of new students on the GI bill, and 
eventually the baby boomer generation reaching college age in the 1960s. 

Chart 1: Extant Buildings in the Proposed Historic District, by Number of Buildings. 
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Charles Altfillisch (1891 -1978) was born in Bellevue, Iowa of German immigrants, and graduated from 
the State University of Iowa's engineering college in 1914. During World War One, he served in France 
completing surveys and mapping for the U.S. army. Back in Iowa, in 1919 he worked on flood control 
measures for Decorah , and formed a partnership with Axel N. Hanson , then city engineer, in 1921 . He 
also studied at Carnegie Institute of Technology. With the untimely death of 40-year-old Hanson in 
1932, Altfillisch took over as Decorah city engineer. His firm grew eventually to become Altfillisch, 
Olson, Gray and Thompson. Before he retired around 1961 , Altfillisch had designed numerous 
buildings on the Luther campus and homes around Decorah, as well as in other cities. He is credited 
with eliminating the constant flood ing that plagued Decorah and was awarded numerous honors. (Mark 
Muggli. Remarks, Altfillisch Homes Historic Preservation Award given by the Decorah Historic 
Preservation Commission, May, 2018; Wesley I. Shank, "Altfillisch , Charles," In Iowa 's Historic 
Architects [University of Iowa Press, 1999]). 

Don Gray (1924-2010), who designed several of Luther College's major buildings, including the Preus 
Library in 1969, was born in Cedar Rapids and graduated from Iowa State University's architectural 
program in 1950 after serving in the Army Air Force from 1943 to 1946. On the Luther campus, Gray 
designed the Preus Library (1969), the Center for Faith and Life (1975), and the major addition to the 
Dahl Centennial Union (2006) . He also designed other northeast Iowa commercial buildings and 
residences ("Donald L. Gray Obituary," Fjelstul Funeral Home, http://www.fjelstul.com on 10/19/2018). 

Jens Jensen (1860-1851) has become best known in recent dec~des as the preeminent landscape 
architect associated with the Prairie School movement of the early 2Q1h century. In the 1971 tome, 
Design on the Land: The Development of Landscape Architecture by Norman T. Newton (the "standard 
source" for American landscape history according to NR Bulletin 18), Jensen was mentioned simply as 
one of a number of "Country Place Era" landscape architects who designed large residential properties. 
However, with the growth of attention to the Prairie School movement generally, Jensen's work has 
been better defined by scholars such as Robert E. Grese. Both Newton and Grese agree though that 
Jensen was a controversial character. A Denmark native, Jensen rose from laborer to chief landscape 
architect of the Chicago park system. During this time, he also "established close friendships with 
members of the Prairie School of architecture and occasionally collaborated with them on projects. 
Throughout his design career, Jensen attempted to relate forms and material to the surrounding native 
landscape" (Grese, in Pioneers of American Landscape Design, 204). In 1935, Jensen retired from his 
private practice to establish his "school" called The Clearing in Door County, Wisconsin , and died there 
in 1951. The school continues to operate today as The Clearing Folk School (see theclearing .org) . 
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Christy, Stephen. "Jens Jensen." In American Landscape Architecture: Designers and Places, ed. 
William H. Tishler, 78-83. Washington, D.C.: Preservation Press, 1989. 
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NOTE ON THE RESEA~CH COMMITTEE: A committee of volunteers, mostly retired educators and 
several members of the Decorah Historic Preservation Commission, researched the individual 
buildings of their choice and the Jensen landscape plan from mid-summer 2018 through the fall, 
2018. The materials, gleaned from the Luther College archives, personal collections, and 
newspapers and clippings, served as the primary source foundation for this study. Additionally, 
college staff in several offices/departments contributed by researching and answering specific 
inquiries. 
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Study Area with Building Numbers used in text and Table of Resources 

1. Dahl Centennial Union (1961, 2006) 9. ~Guest House (1905) 

2. fl.wlll!l!lJJ. Commons features (2010) 10. Center for the Arts (2002) 

3. Center for Faith & Life (1975) 11. Brandl Hall (1950) 

4. Valders Hall of Science (1960) 12. Campus House (1867) 

5. Sampson Hoffland Labs (2008) 13. Koren (Library) Hall (1921) 

6. Franklin W. Olin Bldg. (1995) 14. Larsen Hall (1907) 

7. Preus Library (1969) 15. Loyalty Hall (1916) 

8. Jenson-Noble Hall of Music (1981) 16. Main Ill Bldg. (1952) 

17. Farwell Hall (1991) 

18. Carlson Stadium (1967, 2017) 

19.~House(c. 1897) 

20. Preus House (1925) 

21. ~l:Jjg Plant (1947, 1966) 

22. Ockham House (c. 1950) 

23. Facilities Services Bldg. (1965) 

24. Regents Center (1963,1991 ,2001) 

25. Aquatic Center (2013) 

26. Miller, Dieseth, Brunsdale (1966, 1968) 

27. Ylvisaker Hall (1964) 

28. ~Speech&Theatre lllilll. (1974) 

29. Martin Luther statue (1911) 

30. Pioneer Memorial (1933-1936) 

31 . Modem outdoor art works (various) 

32. Olson Hall (1955) 

~3. Jens Jensen's The Campus &Athletic Field (1910-1911) 
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TABLE OF RESOURCES 
Historic 
name/Common name 

Dahl Centennial Union 

Bentdahl Commons 
stone features (stone 
terraces, pergola, stone 
with incised name) 

Center For Faith & Life 

Valders Memorial Hall 
of Science 

Construction 
date 

1961/2006 

2010 

1975 

1960 

Sampson Hoffland Labs 2008 

Franklin W. Olin Bldg 1995 
(funded by a grant from 
the F.W. Olin 
Foundation) 

Site Number: 96-00775 
Related District Number: 

Winneshiek 
County 
Decorah 
City 

Description/Commentsl Contributing/ 
Reason if No 

Student center; No/Integrity 
administration offices 

Charles Altfillisch, arch. 
for the 1961 bldg. 

Green space landscape 
feature with limestone 
details; serves as a site 
for worship services, 
performances, 
receptions, and other 
community gatherings 
according to the college 
website 

Performing arts 
auditorium, recital hall, 
chapel, offices 
Donald Gray, arch. 

Houses depts. of 
nursing, physics, 
psychology & 
environmental studies; 
Altfillisch, Olson, Gray & 
Thompson, archs. 

Biology & chemistry 
teaching & research 
labs, student study 
areas, faculty offices; 
architect is OPUS 
Northwest (Mpls, MN) 

and Modern 

No/Modern 
but minimal 
impact on 
Jensen plan's 
largest 
clearing, "The 
Campus" 

No/Modern 

Yes/some 
windows 
replaced 

No/Modern 

Classrooms, computer No/Modern 
labs, offices and special 
event rooms for depts. 
of economics & 
business, math, 
computer science; 
architect is Weese 
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Langley Weese, Ltd. 
(Chicago) 

7 Preus Library 1969 3-stories count ing the Yes 
finished basement; 
reinforced concrete 
structure clad with red 
brick and exposed 
concrete; Don Gray, of 
Olson, Gray, Thompson, 
and Lynnes, architect 

Jenson-Noble Hall of 1981 Red brick and limestone; No/Modern 
Music houses 325-seat recital 
(formerly Jensen Hall of hall, rehearsal halls, 
Music; partially private practice rooms, 
renamed after Weston among other spaces; 
Noble, music faculty architect is Hammel, 
around 2004) Green and Abrahamson, 

Inc. (Mpls) 

Sperati Guest House 1905 Named after Carlos Yes 
Sperati, the director of 
music; intermittently 
used as college campus 
president's residence; 
now a guest house; 
Foursquare style. 

10 Center for the Arts 2002 Facilities for theater, No/Modern 
dance, visual arts; 
including 225-seat 
venue, galleries, scene 
shop, costume shop, 
cafe; architect was 
Dennis Newins, OPUS 
Group 

Brandt Hall 1949,c. 1957 Originally a women's Yes 
dorm, now co-ed; 4-
story, red brick with 
concrete trim; east wing 
construction delayed; 
Charles Altfillisch, arch; 
A.R. Coffeen, builder 

12 Campus House 1867 Last extant building of Yes 
original 1860s campus; 
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14 

, I;~~ 

\...-

15 

16 

(aka Pastor Brandt's 
parsonage) 

Koren (Library) Hall 

Larsen Hall 

Loyalty Hall 

Main Bldg (Ill) 

1921 

1907 

1916 

1952 

Site Number: 96-00775 
Related District Number: 

Winneshiek 
County 
Decorah 
City 

red brick and limestone; 
builder unknown; past 
uses include: parsonage, 
dormitory, president's 
office, faculty offices. 

Faced with red brick and 
trimmed with 
limestone; library for 
decades, now offices 
and classrooms; Magney 
& Tusler, Inc., Mpls, MN, 
archs.; A.R. Coffeen, 
contractor 

Pressed brick and cut 
stone; built to house 
students on male only 
campus; converted to 
house women later; 
mixed use from start; 
Buechner & Orth, St. 
Paul, MN, archs. 
Red brick & mortar; 
stone trim; built as 
student effort as a 
dining hall; then housed 
art depart.; currently 
alumni & development 
offices. A.R. Coffeen, 
designer, builder, 
structural engineer 

Red brick face over 
concrete block, with 
minimal gray masonry 
trim, and white-metal 
trim; houses 
administration, 
classrooms, several 
academic departments. 
International style; 
Charles Altfillisch, arch . 

(potentially 
individually 
eligible) 

Yes; listed in 
the National 
Register (1984) 

Yes, though 
integrity has 
been 
diminished by 
changes 

Yes 

Yes 
Windows have 
been changed, 
but tower 
windows were 
restored 
(potentially 
individually 
eligible) 
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Farwell Hall (residence 
hall) 

Carlson Stadium 

Gjerset House 

Preus House 

Korsrud Heating Plant 

Ockham House (aka 

Korsrud annex) 

Facilities Services Bldg., 
(aka Maintenance 
Bldg.) 

1991 

1967/2017 

1897 

1925 

1947/1966 
addn. 

c. late 1940s or 
1950 

1965 
(invoices) 

Site Number: 96-00775 
Related District Number: 

Winneshiek 
County 
Decoral1 
City 

Residence hall, 9-stories, No/Modern 
dark-red brick with 
stone trim; houses 259 
students in ; designed 
by Hammel, Green & 
Abrahamson (Mpls) 

Bleachers designed by No/Integrity, 
Olson, Gray, Thompson Modern 
& Lynnes 

Wood-frame; built for Yes 
college's first president, 
Laur. Larsen; long-time 
faculty residence; now 
college organization 
center 
Built by college 
registrar; served as 
college president O.J .H. 
Preus's residence; now 
visiting faculty 
residence; Tudor Revival 
style 

Yes 

Red brick over ist-story Yes 
concrete; red tile roof; 
originally function 
included shop and 
laundry rooms; upper 
story converted to 
classroom/studio by 
early 1950s; Chas. 
Altfillisch, arch. 
Faculty offices and 
classrooms currently 

Altfillisch, Olson [Gray & 
Thompson], archs 

No/Integrity 

Yes/has early 
addition or as
built wing 
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24 

25 
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Regents Center 

Aquatic Center 

Miller & Dieseth Halls, 
Brunsdale Lounge 

Ylvisaker Hall 

Storre Speech & 
Theatre 

Statue, Martin Luther 

Site Number: 96-00775 
Related District Number: 

Winnesh iek 
County 
Decorah 
City 

1963,1991,2001 Charles Altfillisch, arch. 
for the 1963 bldg.; red 
brick trimmed with light 
masonry; contains 
basketball courts, 
faculty offices, 
classrooms 

2013 

1966, 1968, c. 
1968 

Designed by OPUS AE 
Group, LLC (Mpls), the 
center has 8 lanes, 
competitive diving 
board, shallow end, and 
seating for 250. 

Twin towers and a low
rise student lounge in 
between; connected by 
pedestrian "bridges"; 
red brick trimmed in a 
light material; Altfillisch, 
Olson, Gray & 
Thompson, archs. 

No/Integrity 
and Modern 

No/Modern 

Yes - Miller 
Yes - Dieseth 
Yes - Brunsdale 

1964 Named for the college's Yes 

1974 

1911 

5th president; pt of 3 

new 1960s dorms; 
reinforced concrete 
structure clad in red 
brick; Altfillisch, Olson, 
Gray & Thompson, 
archs. 

Metal clad building with No/Modern 
courses of red brick trim 
at grade and around 
entrance; now used for 
facilities purposes; 
located at edge of 
campus near large 
parking lot. 
Presented by pastors' 
wives to celebrate 
college's soth 

anniversary; bronze; 

Yes; location 
selected by 
Jens Jensen 
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33 

Statue, Pioneer 
Memorial (originally 
Laur. Larsen Memorial) 

Artworks Group, 
Modern Outdoor 
Sculptures 

Olson Hall 

Jens Jensen landscape 
clearings (The Campus 
and Athletic Field) 

1933 -1936 

Various 

1955 

1910-1911 

Site Number: 96-00775 
Related District Number: 

Winneshiek 
County 
Decorah 
City 

Ernst Rietschel, artist of 
original cast 

Original memorial 
object was for Laur. 
Larsen's 1001h birthday; 
expanded in 1936 for 
75th college anniversary; 
Tarkjel Landsverk, artist 

4 individual objects in 
various locations around 
upper campus 

Midcentury modernist 
in design; low rise sited 
below front grade; red 
brick and white metal; 
Charles Altfillisch & 
Assocs ., architects 

Yes 
(potentially 
individually 

eli . ~le) 

- Ui)~r~ 
M\M~C>-~/ 
No/Modern 0\ 

Yes/ integrity is 
diminished by 
replacement 
windows but 
scale, siting, 
materials 
compensate for 
this 
Yes, collectively 
one resource; 

I overall plan no 
longer intact 

SOURCES: Luther College Campus Map and Guide (taken from https://www.luther.edu/campus/map). Most of the 

buildings' chara.cteristics and history were obtained from the Luther College historic survey research committee, with 

additional information gleaned from the author's site visit (7 /2018) and from historic and 2018 photographs. Secondary 

sources used include Wilfred F. Bunge, eta I, Transformed by the Journey (2011); Leigh D. Jordah and Harris E. Kaasa, 

Stability and Change: Luther College in its Second Century (1986); Dale T. Nelson, Luther College, 1861-1961 (1961). See 

also the general Bibliography. 
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Study Area and Location Key to Individual Resources 
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1. Dahl Centennial Union (1961 , 2006) 9. Sperati Guest House (1905) 17. Farwell Hall (1991) 25. Aquatic Center (2013) 

2. Bentdahl Commons features (2010) 10. Center for the Arts (2002) 18. Carlson Stadium (1967, 2017) 26. Miller, Dieseth, Brunsdale (1966, 1968) 

3. Center for Faith & Life (1975) 11 . Brandt Hall (1950) 19. Gjerset House (c. 1897) 27. Ylvisaker Hall (1964) 

4. Valders Hall of Science (1960) 12. Campus House (1867) 20. Preus House (1 925) 28. Storre Speech&Theatre Bldg (1974) 

5. Sampson Hoffland Labs (2008) 13. Koren (Library) Hall (1921 ) 21 . Korsrud Htg Plant (1947, 1966) 29. Martin Luther statue (1 911) 

6. Franklin W. Olin Bldg. (1995) 14. Larsen Hall (1907) 22. Ockham House (c. 1950) 30. Pioneer Memorial (1933-1936) 

7. Preus Library (1969) 15. Loyalty Hall (1916) 23. Facilities Services Bldg. (1965) 31 . Modern outdoor art works (various) 

8. Jenson-Noble Hall of Music (1981) 16. Main Ill Bldg. (1952) 24. Regents Center (1963, 1991 ,2001 ) 32. Olson Hall (1955) 

33. Jens Jensen's The Campus & Athletic Field (1910-1911 ) 



#1 Dahl Centennial Union (1961, 2006) 

The Centennial Union was named for the Luther College 100th anniversary observed during the 

1960-61 school year. On May 5, 1961 the cornerstone was laid by A. Alvon Nelson of the Luther 

class of 1929. The entire building was not fully completed until 1973. In 2006, the Union was 

renamed the Bert M. and Mildred 0. Dahl Centennial Union in recognition of the Dahl family 

funding, which made the renovation possible. May also have some association with Orville Dahl, a 

campus planner associated with the Evangelical Lutheran Church (ELC). Dahl was also the "founding 

president of Cal Lutheran University in Thousand Oaks, California" (Los Angeles Times, obituary, 

9/13/1994). In 1957, Dahl presented the college with a straight-line, grid-based "urban approach to 

campus design," which was not carried out in favor of the less formal and natural features of the 

campus (Bunge, 139). Three or four years later, the "College Union" building was being. The architect for 

"College Union", one of several buildings that celebrated the college's centennial anniversary was 

Charles Altfillisch, already a well-established and repeat designer for the college ("College Officials 

Conduct Ground-Breaking Tuesday," College Chips, 5/13/1960). The 2006 remodeling included a new 

eastside fac,:ade addition facing the center of the campus and the central clearings. Based on the images 

below, the opposite, west side of the building also has been altered with some window replacements 

and at the roofline. These alterations leave the 1961 building with poor integrity. It is a noncontributing 

building in the potential historic district. 

Current west side of building, overlooking the (Jan Olive Full, July 2018) 

Artist's rendering of east side (Nelson, plate 110) 



East side with stadium 

bleachers, c. 1986 (Jordahl and Kaasa) 

East side with stadium 

bleachers (Jan Olive Full, July 20l8} 

(Taken from luthercollege.edu) 



#2 Bentdahl Commons (2010) 

From Bunge (2011), "This is a large plaza for outdoor assemblies, fronting Dahl Centennial Union and the Center for 

Faith and Life." It is named after two 1959 Luther graduates. Hardscape features include limestone retaining walls and a 

limestone and timber pergola (modeled after a Jens Jensen pergola elsewhere), all placed within the largest open 

clearing (see maps). This modern feature has a low impact because of is small scale within the much larger ''The 

Campus" Jens Jensen clearing (#33). It is not counted separately from #33. 

(Mark Muggli, 2018) 

(From luthercollege.edu) 



#3 Center for Life and Faith (1975) 

Designed by local architect Donald Gray (formerly an associate of Charles Altfillisch), the brick-faced 

building has a tall wall sculpture as its key facade feature. Its footprint occupies much of the Jens Jenson 

clearing called the "Tennis Clearing." Later, the large brick Preus Gymnasium, which burned in 1961, 

occupied a portion of the same site. The Center is an important performing arts venue on the campus 

(Bunge, 181-186; Bunge research, 2018). It has a 1,600-seat auditorium, a smaller recital hall, 

meditation chapel, and ministry offices (Luther College Campus Map & Guide on line). Wilfred F. Bunge 

was chair of the building committee for the Center. Because it is less than 50 years old, the building is 

considered modern and noncontributing to any potential historic campus district. 

(Jan Olive Full, 2018) 

Fa~ade with wall sculpture, c. 1986 (Jordahl and Kaasa) 



Interior c. 1986 (Jordahl and Kaasa) 

(luthercollege.edu) 



#4 Valders Memorial Hall of Science (1960) 

Named after Norway's Valders region and Valders, Wisconsin, the L-shaped building currently houses 

the physics, environmental studies, nursing, and psychology departments. Classrooms, offices, function 

specific rooms such as an advanced lab, as well as several lecture halls and a planetarium and storage 

areas, fill the building's floors. It has the largest lecture hall on campus, seating about 300. Built of a 

reinforced concrete frame clad with red brick, the stairways are located at the ends of the two wings 

that form the ell. Larger exterior wall expanses have a diamond pattern worked into the masonry. An 

attached greenhouse has been modified with solid walls and a newer greenhouse is attached. Overall, 

the smaller windows appear to be replacements, but larger expanses of glazing appear intact. Designed 

by the local firm of Altfillisch, Olson, Gray, and Thompson, the main entrance is a hallmark of 1960s 

design. Two-stories in height, tall brick piers separate the entrance into two bays. The piers rise above 

the roof and terminate in a splayed geometric "capital" made of concrete or covered with a concrete

looking material. Flat canopies of white-metal shelter the entrances. Given its size and stylish 1960s 

design, Valders would be a contributing resource in a future potential historic campus district. 

I• 

First Floor 

I- 50 FT. -I 

Dedication pamphlet (Luther College Archives) 



Artist's rendering of overall view (Dedication pamphlet, Luther College Archives) 

Early 1960s view of the front and southeast end wall (Jim Iversen research) 



The diamond pattern on the brick wall is clear in this view of the main entrance. (Jan Olive Full, 2018) 

One of the two wings (Jim Iversen, 2018) 



(www.luther.edu) 



#5 Sampson Hoffland Laboratories (2008) 

Made of red brick, smooth metal panels and glass curtainwall, this science building displays a 

contemporary academic style. It was designed by OPUS Northwest to LEED standards and contains 17 

teaching labs and faculty research areas. It is just over a decade old and because it is so modern, it is 

considered a noncontributing building to any potential historic campus district. 

West elevation facing the campus interior (Jim Iversen, 2018) 

(OPUS Group website, https://www.opus-group.com/Work/lnstitutional/Education on 10/16/2018) 



East elevation (Jan Olive Full, 2018) 

(luthercollege.edu) 



#6 Franklin W. Olin Building (1995) 

Funded with a 6-million-dollar grant from the New York-based F.W. Olin Foundation, the red-brick and stone building 

was designed by the Chicago architectural firm of Weese Langley Weese, Ltd ., with specific involvement of architects 

Dennis W. Langley and Randy Kurzman (Uwe Jens Rudolf research). The building houses the economics and business 

department, mathematics department, and computer science department, and includes classrooms, computer labs, and 

a 120-seat lecture hall. 

(www.luther.edu on 10/16/2018) 

(Bunge, 210) 



(www.luther.edu) 



#7 Preus Library (1969) 

Named after the Preus family, members of which included a co-founder of the college itself (Rev. H.A. 

Preus) and two presidents (C.K. Preus and his son O.J.H. Preus). This building is the current and largest 

library facility in the college's long history. Early collections were housed in Main I and Main II, as well as 

temporary quarters in a brick stable (students called it the "chicken coop") near the burned-out shell of 

Main I. Preus Library was built on the former site of the Nustad Field, the college's football, track, and 

baseball field. 

Built of a reinforced concrete frame and clad with "sand molded" red-brown brick, the building is 

trimmed with concrete piers that support the broad roof overhang. These tall concrete piers or columns 

suggest a building that wears its structure on the outside. Narrow dark grade-to-eave windows permit 

some natural light, but perhaps more importantly, control the amount of damaging daylight that 

reaches the interior and its collections. The building's exterior materials approximate the traditional 

campus building theme of red brick and limestone. Its main entrance faces the expansive central green 

historically known as Jens Jensen's "Athletic Field" and currently referred to as "Farwell Clearing" on 

some maps. The back (east) wall was constructed without windows to accommodate future expansion in 

that direction. Interior walls are of the same red-brown brick as the exterior but the floor plan was 

largely left open to keep it flexible. The library holds more than 330,000 volumes and has meeting 

rooms, a classroom, the largest computer lab on campus, and houses offices for the college archives and 

fine arts collection. 

The building was featured on the American Library Association's annual meeting in New Jersey in 1969 

and was noted approvingly in American Library Buildings: A Guide to Architectural Issues and Solutions 

(by Ralph Ellsworth, 1973) as "impressive and dignified. One of the fine buildings in the United States." 

The main entrance, seen here at left, faces the center of campus with a sweeping view of the Jens 

Jensen "Athletic Field" (Jan Olive Full, 2018) 



Concrete columns and eave brackets, ground-to-roof windows (researchers Kathy Buzza & Elizabeth 

Kaschins, 2018) 

Interior gateleg staircase, exposed brick walls (researchers Kathy Buzza & Elizabeth Kasch ins, 2018) 



(www.luther.edu) 



#8 Jenson-Noble Hall of Music (1981) 

Designed in red brick and limestone by Hammel, Green and Abrahamson, Inc. (Minneapolis), the 

building includes a 325-seat recital hall, rehearsal halls, an organ studio, piano lab, percussion studio, 

plus private practice rooms. While streamlined on the outside, the interior reflects Norwegian themes. 

The main central corridor, called "the street" was designed to model a typical street in Norway with 

gabled entrances to practice rooms and the classic Nordic colors of blue, rose, and purple ("Dedication 

Weekend Homecoming 1982 Jenson Hall of Music" program). 

(Jan Olive Full, 2018) 

(www.luther.edu on 10/16/2018) 



The Street (James Griesheimer, 2018) 

(www.luther.edu) 



#9 Sperati House (1905) 

Sperati House is a traditional American Foursquare, purchased by Carlo Sperati in 1906 a year after he returned to his 

alma mater to lead the college's music department. He developed the Luther College Concert Band and took it on 

extended tours to Europe, performing for the king of Norway on at least one of them. He also taught religion at the 

college. 

The house has wide extended eaves that terminate in a pyramidal roof with similar dormers. The side elevations each 

have two-story bays. Narrow siding divided by horizontal beltcourse trim clads the walls. Windows are largely one-over

one sashes consistent with the time, though whether they are original or replacements is unknown . The full fac;:ade 

porch has been enclosed and at a small, single-story, shed roof garage has been attached to the rear corner of the 

house. 

The home served as the college president's residence from 1963 until about 1985, after which it became a guest house. 

The porch alteration dates to its conversion to a guest house in 1986. 

(Jan Olive Full, 2018) 

(www.luther.edu) 



#10 Center for the Arts (2002) 

Following the overall architectural theme for the campus, the Center is clad with red brick, trimmed with 

gray stone, and detailed with wide expanses of glass. It serves as a combined space for theater, art, 

dance, and performing arts functions. Art studios are available for painting, printmaking, darkroom 

work, and includes a woods hop, and a costume shop. Two rehearsal studios are available for theater 

and dance. A fine arts exhibit gallery and a 225-seat "flexible" theater are in the building also. The 

designer was architect Dennis Newins with The OPUS group (Leah Benzing, email 10/19/2018). Because 

of its modern construction date, the building cannot contribute to any potential historic campus district. 

The metal sculpture in front of the building is part of the group of 6 modern sculptures (#31)(Jan Olive 

Full, 2018) 



(Jan Olive Full, 2018) 

(www.luther.edu) 



#11 Brandt Hall (1949, c. 1957) 

Originally a women's dormitory, Brandt Hall is named after Diderikke Brandt, whose spouse was the first 

campus pastor Nils Brandt. Because the wife of the first college president, Karen Neuberg Larsen, "did 

not enjoy robust health," Diderikke Brandt acted as "mot.her and counselor to the students, and, in 

general, the hostess of the college community" during the 1860s into the 1880s (Bunge, 33). Prior to 

Brandt Hall's construction, female students lived Larsen Hall and houses on campus (Mason City G/obe

Gazette, 9/21/1949). Women and men students now share Brandt Hall. 

Designed by architect Charles Altfillisch and built by A.R. Coffeen, the center and west wing of this 

essentially U-shaped dormitory were constructed in 1949 but the planned east wing was delayed by the 

construction of Main Ill after Main II was destroyed by fire. The east wing was then added in 1957 or 

1958 (sources differ). Contractor for the east wing was the Johnson Construction Co. of Winona, 

Minnesota. Fire-escape stairs in an enclosed brick shaft were added to the north end of each wing in the 

1980s (1988 for the west wing; east wing date unknown but presumed to be about the same time; 

mandated by the state department of public safety). 

The 4-story building is built of steel, red brick laid with white mortar, and light gray concrete trim. It has 

a clay tile roof with dormers. Dorm room windows are three-part Chicago style resulting in ample 

daylight inside. Several walls are devoted almost entirely to glazing, especially in the center section 

which houses study and social lounges. The front or south end wall of the wings have multi-story bay 

windows which also illuminate smaller interior study areas. The interior has seen redecoration projects 

in 1980 and 1981. 

The building would contribute to a future potential historic district. 

Circa 1950 view of Brandt Hall's west wing on the left and center section prior to the construction of the 

east wing (postcard on ebay.com on 7 /9/2018) 



Interior yard on the U-shaped dormitory. The camera is looking south directly at the north wall of the 

center section (Flickr.com on 11/2/2018) 

Enclosed fire-escape stairs added to north end of west wing (www.luther.edu) 



Center and east wing, looking north (Jan Olive Full, 2018) 

(www.luther.edu) 



#12 Campus House (aka Brandt Parsonage, aka The Parsonage) {1867) 

Built as a parsonage for the first college pastor, Nils 0. Brandt, and his family, this building is the oldest 

extant building on campus and the only building capable of representing the founding of the college. It 

has been a residence for faculty and the college president, and a dormitory for students. In recent 

years, Campus House served as the college president's offices (1970s-1990s). It now houses 

communications department faculty offices. 

Sitting on a limestone block foundation, the house's walls are solid red brick laid in a common bond 

pattern and trimmed at the roof and around the windows with pale limestone. Features that render this 

building an early example of the Italianate style include its low hipped roof, ornate window hoods and 

their segmental-arch shape, and the house's overall square villa footprint. (Student housing in the attic 

no doubt accounts for the replacement of the small oculus window with more glazing.) Instead of the 

expected eave brackets common in Italianate architecture, a hint of the Gothic Revival remains in the 

"tracery" formed by stone trim at the roofline. The side wing is either a very early addition or original. 

There is a small rear wing as well. The flat-roof porch was added after 1914 (Sanborn fire insurance map) 

but by 1922 (van der Linden research). The interior cifthe building has been remodeled as offices. 

Campus House is an important part of the historic Luther College campus, standing alone as a 

representative of the college's earliest days. Other buildings from this era are now gone, lost to fire and 

active demolition. This building is significant under both Criteria A and C and contributes to any future 

potential historic district. It is also individually eligible for the National Register of Historic Places. 

(Jan Olive Full, 2018) (Grindal, 220) 



·=======lumestone trim at the roofline 
suggests the tracery of Gothic Revival architecture. (Detail of above 2018 photo) 

(Jan Olive Full, 2018) 

(www.luther.edu ) 



#13 Koren Hall (historically, the Koren Library) (1921) - Listed NRHP, 1984 

Faced with red brick and Bedford limestone, the structural frame of this Classical Revival building is of 

steel and concrete blocks, many of which were made by the Luther students themselves in anticipation 

of the new library. The architect was the firm of Magney & Tusler, Inc., of Minneapolis, Minnesota; the 

contractor was the local Decorah firm of A.R. Coffeen Construction. 

The library was built to hold a growing museum and library collection previously housed in Main 11, but 

its primary function until 1969 was to serve as the college's main library. While the landscape architect 

Jens Jensen had suggested any new library should be located on the site occupied by the brick residence 

known now as Campus House (#12, built 1867), the college rejected this and chose a location about 250 

feet to the south . (In 1921, President C.K. Preus occupied the 1867 brick residence.) In 1970 a 

mandatory fire escape was added to the north side (since removed) and a 1987 renovation replaced the 

windows with similar-looking energy-efficient models. Today the building houses classes and offices, 

history, political science, and anthropology, among others. The building was listed on the National 

Register in 1984 by the college itself and would continue to contribute to any future potential historic 

campus district. 

Left: First Floor "museum" in front with "stacks" 
in large rear section. Stairs, storage, workroom, 
and coat room are in the segue. (Luther College 
Archives) 

Above right: Second floor "reading room11 with "stack room11 in large rear section. The segue in 
between contained study, seminar, and delivery rooms, and the librarian's office. (Luther College 
Archives) 



., ...... 
ff 

1920s (NRHP nomination) 

JtEA ()ING llOOM, J\OHEI\ LIDHAH\' 

1921 or 1922 {Norlie, eta/., 164} 



(Jan Olive Full, 2018} 

(www.luther.edu) 



#14 Larsen Hall (1907) 

Built to house students on the male-only campus at the time, Larsen Hall was the first free-standing 

residential hall outside the first Main building. It remains the oldest dormitory on campus. It is named 

after the first president of the college, Laur. Larsen and was mixed-use from the start, housing science 

and music rooms in addition to student quarters. Today the west wing is still a residence hall, while the 

east wing houses administrative offices. 

The shell is built of pressed brick and cut stone, with Classical details that include a denticulated shelf 

cornice and classically-inspired entrance porticos. The windows are one-over-one sashes. Prior to mid

century, probably as a result of the 1944-46 remodel by architect Charles Altfillisch, the sides of the east 

entrance portico were filled with glass block; sometime between 1953 and 1963 the decorative stone 

cornice was covered and its current status is unknown; the north entrance portico was replaced by a 

1960s-appearing covered canopy; and in 1969 fire escape stairwell blocks were added to the rear walls 

of the two long wings. 

The building has a large H-shaped footprint and tall, 3-story, raised basement profile. It is the oldest 

institutional building remaining on campus and its construction history is well documented in the college 

archives. While its integrity has been impaired by the various changes, its impressive size and height, 

and prominent location make it one of the more important historic buildings on campus. It would 

contribute to any future potential historic campus district. 

(Luther College archives) 



Under construction, 1907 (Luther College archives) 

Undated postcard view, but probably soon after its construction (obtained on ebay.com, August 2018) 



Around 1953 (Luther College archives) 

North fa~ade (Jan Olive Full, 2018) 



East elevation and portico entry. Note the fire escape stairwell added to the rear wall on the left. (Jan 

Olive Full, 2018) 

(www.luther.edu ) 



1914 Sanborn fire insurance map (Library of Congress) 



#15 Loyalty Hall (1916) 

Until 1916 when Loyalty Hall was built, students ate meals in the basement of the Main building then standing (Main I 

extant 1865-1889; Main II extant 1890-1942). Beginning in 1896, however, the arrangements were handled by a student 

organization called the Luther College Boarding Club. It was the manager of this club, Mikkel Lone, who initiate the 

effort to building the free-standing dining hall that became Loyalty Hall, so named to honor the students responsible for 

funding its construction. For the next 46 years, from 1916 until 1962 the building served its original purpose, after which 

it was the home of the Art Department for the next 40 years. 

Basement dining hall in Main I, 1870s. (Luther College Archives) 

Built of red brick laid up in a common bond pattern, the building is 

trimmed in stone, a common combination for buildings on campus . It is 

rectangular in shape, has a raised central pediment on the fac;:ade, and 

large windows occupying much of the wall space. Built on a slope, the 

north front is two stories and faces the interior of campus, while the rear 

elevation is three stories because of the slope. In 1992, a small two-story 

westside addition clad in horizontal siding was built to house the Art 

Department's kiln and foundry. Today there is also is a stairwell in this 

addition. The hall's interior was renovated in 2004 to accommodate its 

current use as offices and conference center. The front entrance porch, which was enclosed in 1939, was opened up in 

2014 and returned to original appearance. The windows may not be original but if they are replacements, they duplicate 

the original configuration and are visually appropriate. 

• 0 

Elevation drawing by A.R. Coffeen, structural engineer and general contractor (A.R. Coffeen Construction Collection) 



c. 1916 (Luther College Archives) 

c. 1920, dining room in Loyalty Hall (Luther College Archives) 



"'ti~ ,, : 
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c. 1940, north fafade and west end wall. Note the enclosed front entrance porch (Luther College Archives) 

(Jan Olive Full, 2018} 



Undated image (www.luther.edu) 

(www.luther.edu) 



#16 Main Ill (1952) 

This is the third "Main" building, built in 1952 following the demise by fire of the prior two Mains . 

Roman numerals have been used to informally distinguish between the three buildings. The college 

started out in the first Main building, built in 1865 and destroyed in 1889. The second Main was finished 

in 1890 and destroyed by fire in 1942. Because of World War Two and postwar construction restrictions 

and difficulties in obtaining labor and materials, this third extant Main was not completed until 1952. It 

houses the college's administration offices, classroom space, and faculty offices for several academic 

departments. All three have occupied, essentially, the same prominent site on campus overlooking the 

central green (Jens Jensen's "The Campus" [#33]). 

Unlike the first two Mains, which were massive, heavy looking buildings, Main Ill's International Style 

presents a streamline, airy appearance. Like the two prior Mains, Main Ill has a tower, but its tower is 

much more prominent because the wings on either side are low. In its essence, Main Ill is three 

rectangles that intersect at different planes because of their different sizes. Main Ill's tower offers more 

functional space also. The earlier Mains' towers were mostly entrance-stairway and bell towers, based 

on historic photos (below) . 

From the new Main's 1952 dedication pamphlet: "In the north wing, which has three floors, are 

eighteen classrooms of varying sizes. In the south wing, which has two floors, nineteen administrative 

offices and supply rooms, with additional rooms for student government and publications, are 

accommodated. The distinctive six-story tower rises between the two wings and gives space for twenty

seven offices for faculty use ... " In the late 1960s or early 1970s, the aluminum windows were changed 

out for combination windows with a dark gray panels on the top part of the opening. The tower 

windows have since been returned to a configuration that more closely matches the original. 

Main I in 1874. Constructed 
in 1865, one of the building's 
end blocks was not added 
until 1874. Turrets and a 
peaked arches suggest a 
Gothic Revival influence. 
When built, this edifice 
housed the entire college. 
(Luther College Archives) 



Main II, constructed in 1890, is seen here about 1900. Its design is similar to Main J's but the two side 
wings are stepped down from a massive hipped-roof central section. Round-arched fenestration 
suggests a Romanesque influence. (Jordahl and Kaasa) 

The International Style influence is evident in the clean, undecorated lines of Main Ill, seen here about 
1952 soon after its completion. (Luther College Archives) 



Main Ill in its mature landscape (Jan Olive Full, 2018} 

(www.luther.edu) 



#17 Farwell Hall (1991) 

Named after former college president Elwin D. Farwell, the high-rise building is a dormitory or residence 

hall designed by the Minneapolis firm of Hammel, Green and Abrahamson. It is located on the lower 

campus overlooking the college athletic fields and connected to the upper level of campus by a 116-foot 

covered pedestrian bridge on the top floor. The dorm houses 259 students in one- and two-bedroom 

units, housed in three clusters (north, central, and south). Each cluster has its own common area and 

bathrooms. The top floor has a large study area/lounge, fireplace, kitchen, and conference room. 

Because it is less than 50 years old, the building is considered modern and a noncontributing resource to 

any potential future historic campus district. 

(Jan Olive Full, 2018) 



The bridge from the top floor to the upper campus is visible here on the right. (Jan Olive Full, 2018) 

(www.luther.edu ) 



#18 Carlson Stadium (1966-67, 2017) 

The stadium consists of a 5,000-seat bleacher structure designed by the local firm of Olson, Gray, Thompson & Lynn es 

and completed in 1967, and a traditional football fi eld surrounded by a 400-meter polyurethane-surface track. 

Additionally, more modern athletic features are found nearby to the east and northeast (tennis courts, baseball/softball 

diamonds). All the athletic features are located in the lower campus and represent a shift in campus planning following 

the destruction of Preus Gymnasium by fire in 1961. In 2017 the natural grass field was replaced by an intensely blue 

"synthetic turf and pad system by AstoTurf .... [which] has the distinction of being the only blue turf field among NCAA 

Division Ill college and university in the United States. Boise State University, a Division I athletic program, has a 

registered trademark on their iconic blue artificial field ... Luther College has received permission from officials at Boise 

State to install blue turf on [the] field" (Legacy Field in Carlson Stadium, 

www.luther.edu/sports/athletics/faciltiies/carlson-stadium/ on 10/19/2018). 

Artificial turf was developed in the 1950s and 60s by a Monsanto subsidiary and became popular for football fields in the 

1960s with the advent of domed stadiums. Named "AstroTurf' in 1966 after its debut that year in the Huston 

Astrodome, in 2011 the National Football League mandated that artificial turf fields must be green, a rule dubbed the 

"Boise rule" for the blue turf, which is also called "smurf turf (Smithsonian Magazine, "How the Football Field was 

Designed, from Hash Marks to Goal Posts," obtained on 10/19/2018 at www.smithsoniamag.com/arts-culture/how-the

football -field-was-designed-from-hash-marks-to-goal-posts-48192086/) The goal posts present on the Carlson stadium 

field today are unlikely to be original. Until 1967, goal posts consisted of two separate vertical posits with a cross bar 

between them and were installed on the goal line at the front of the end zone, a design that existed since 1933 but 

proved unsafe. In 1968, Canadian Joel Rottman designed and patented the new design seen on the Luther field and by 

1974 the whole array was moved back from the goal line to the end of the end zone (Ibid.) 

Integrity of the Carlson Stadium is poor because of alterations and addition of modern materials . It is not considered a 

contributing resource in any future potential historic district. If grass turf is ever reinstalled, the stadium might be re

evaluated. 

Undated, but c. 2017 (www.luther.edu ) 



Grass turf field in Carlson Stadium prior to 2017. (Susan Tamburrino Kort, 2008, obtained on 10/19/2018 from 

https ://www.flickr.com/photos/rainbow8600/2878857855) 

The field and seating today. Appearing above the bleacher seating is the Dahl Centennial Union (Jan Olive Full, 2018) 



(www.luther.edu) 



#19 Gjerset House {1897) 

Gjerset House is named for Luther College history professor and author, Knut Gjerset, who occupied it 

with his family starting in 1917. The house was built and initially occupied by the college's first 

president, Peter Laurentius Larsen, more commonly known as Laur. Larsen. Funding for its construction 

is credited to the Iowa District of the Norwegian Synod and the Luther Alumni Association. The Larsen 

association with the house spans from 1897 to 1917; the Gjerset association is 1917 to 1936 when 

Professor Gjerset died. Gjerset is credited with being most responsible for what became Vesterheim, the 

national Norwegian-American historical museum (located in the historic Water Street commercial 

district, listed NRHP, 2017). Over the years since the college acquired ownership in 1955, Gjerset House 

has housed students and offices and is now serves as the "Women and Gender Equality Center." 

The house is sited at the top of a hill with a large yard to the north along High Street. To the south, the 

"back yard" is open and well-treed all the way down the hill to Leif Erickson Drive. President Larsen's son 

later wrote that the front of the house faced this southern exposure and its long view downhill (Peter A. 

Scholl research, August, 2018) . Today, building activities clearly are oriented to High Street. Wood

frame and clad with narrow wood siding, Gjerset House has a steeply pitched hipped roof with a slight 

flare at the eave line. Each roof plane has a dormer or a dormer-like roof over a 2-story side bay with 

similar flared eave lines. Windows are primarily one-over-one sashes. The south porch noted for its long 

view down the hill is gone, though that elevation reta ins an oversize fixed window with a leaded glass 

transom. Because of its association with the college's president, faculty, and activities, Gjerset House 

contributes to any future potential historic district. 

South elevation (Peter A. Scholl, 2018) High Street (north) elevation (Jan Olive Full, 2018) 
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Presumed south "front" porch with President Larsen, Ingeborg Larsen, and their grandson, c. 1911 

(Luther College Archives, reproduced by Peter A. Scholl) 

(www.luther.edu) 
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1927 Sanborn fire insurance map with Gjerset House marked. Hill St. has been renamed Leif Erikson 

Dr. 



#20 Preus House (1925) 

Sitting across High Street from President Laur. Larsen's residence (Gjerset House, #19) and Sperati Guest 

House (#9), this house was built by the college's registrar but served as President O.J.H. Preus's 

residence from 1932 until 1948. Preus was the son of the college's second president, C.K. Preus. During 

his tenure, the younger Preus faced the challenge navigating the college through the Great Depression 

and then World War Two. 

The modest one-and-a-half-story, 1,500 sq. ft. residence is wood-frame and clad in wood siding. Tudor 

Revival styling includes the very steep roof that incorporates the upper level interior bedrooms, a 

prominent oriel window centered on the fac;:ade, several round-arched small windows, a catslide type 

front entrance to the east balanced on the west by another catslide extension of the main room. This 

western catslide, presumably once open and an entrance to the side yard, is now enclosed and serves as 

an entrance to a small interior room . 

Following the Preus occupancy, the house has been used as a residence for visiting faculty. It contributes 

to any future potential historic campus district. 

(Google.com image) 
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1927 Sanborn fire insurance map with Preus House marked. Sperati Guest House (#9) is the dwelling in 

the narrow lot to the southwest (marked with an "A"). Gjerset House (#19) is the dwelling set well back 

from High Street. 

(www.luther.edu) 



#21 Kolsrud Heating Plant (1947) 

Named for Ole Kolsrud, long-time electrician, night watchman, and engineer for the college, the heating 

plant replaced an inadequate older plant behind Main II (which was eventually demolished c. 1952 to 

make room for Main Ill). As described (probably) by the architect Charles Altfillisch in the unsigned and 

undated file copy of the "Application for Authority to Construct (Non-Housing)" submitted to the US 

Civilian Production Administration about 1945, the project goal was to: "Construct a power plan, 42' x 

100', 2 story, monolithic concrete first story, brick & con . block second story, concrete block partitions, 

wood roof framing, asbestos shingles [later changed to clay tiles], - a 90' radial brick stack and 

approximately 1200' of 4' x 6" concrete [steam] tunnels" (Luther College Archives) . The project had been 

in the works since 1941 but was delayed by World War Two. By 1946, with his plans gathering dust and 

the old boilers sorely inadequate, Altfillisch clearly had to plead the case with the federal government at 

a time when new housing was a top priority. Writing in the application, "The college has an enrollment 

of 400 of which 125 are veterans ... Th is project has already been deferred during the war ... Every effort 

has been made to eliminate from the project materials needed in Veterans Housing. All contracts were 

let from one month to four months prior to the issuance of CPA regulations restricting construction ." 

The 1945 plans contemplated the majority of the lower level to be dedicated to the boiler room, with an 

equipment room on one end and an underground fuel room off the other end (buried in the hillside). 

The upper level was to hold a large shop area, restrooms, a tool room, and a campus laundry. Even by 

1952 or earlier, though, the upper level was being used instead for classrooms, perhaps because of the 

influx of new students using the GI Bill. Today, the Art Department continues to use it as studio space 

because of the good lighting conditions. The function of the 1966 addition to the east endwall may be 

connected with either the art department or the power plant on the lower level. Since the building is 

sited on a slope, the west end is at grade, while the east end is lower by two stories. Long north and 

south walls are fully exposed. 

From Altfillisch 's 1945 plans (Luther College Archives) 



1961 view, looking at the long north elevation (Nelson, plate 83) 

The art studio patio and entrance on the east end, long north wall to the right (Jan Olive Full, 2018) 



The south side of the building. (Mark Muggli, 2018) 

1966 rear addition of buttressed concrete blocks (renovation plans) (Jan Olive Full, 2018) 



(www.luther.edu) 



#22 Ockham House (c. 1940s - c. 1950) 

Probably dating to the 1940s, Ockham House is likely part of the 20-plus World War Two surplus 

buildings obtained by the college after the war. Ockham House (its current name) is unnamed and 

unidentified on historic maps and aerials of the campus . It sits on the crest of the bluff that separates 

the upper from the lower campus. On 1952 and 1961 maps/aerials there appear to be two small 

buildings at or near this location . Ockham is definitely present here on a 1985 aerial. Wilfred F. Bunge's 

2011 college history, Transformed by the Journey (at 118) indicates the college acquired 17 surplus 

housing barracks, two large prisoner-of-war buildings, and two Civilian Conservation Corps barracks. 

The buildings were used to set up a "veteran's village" across the street from the campus to the west 

(nonextant). Another building that was quite similar to Ockham House was located near the Preus Gym 

(current location of the Center for Life and Faith) and used as a student canteen (see below) . Because 

Ockham House has been modified with new siding and windows, its integrity is poor and its ability to 

contribute to a historic campus district is limited. It should be considered a noncontributing resource; 

however if research confirms its war-surplus status and some restoration work was done, its status 

should be re-evaluated. The relative ease of moving war surplus buildings is an important characteristic 

to be considered in any future research. 

(Jan Olive Full, 2018) 



Ockham House (www.luther.edu ) 

Deta il of Ockham House on campus aerial photograph, 1985. (Jordahl and Kaasa, n.p.) 



This "college canteen" building (c. 1940s) is not Ockham House and no longer exists but is quite similar 

to it. The canteen is representative of the more than 20 World War Two surplus "barracks" purchased by 

the college to provide extra housing, classroom space, and faculty offices (Bunge, 118). 

The line of 1-story gable roofed buildings across the top of this 1952 image are veterans' housing. The 

camera is looking northeast. (Bunge, 129) 



I 

L H E R C 0 l L E C E 

Sanborn fire insurance map company, updated to 1948. The circled buildings look suspiciously like the 

form World War Two surplus buildings might take. With Main ll's destruction in 1942 and hordes of 

young veterans headed to college, the crunch to find classroom space would have been severe. The 

"gymnasium" shown here was Preus Gymnasium, which burned in 1961. The "college canteen" is 

shown in the bottom left corner of this drawing, marked with an "S" for store. 

(www.luther.edu) 



#23 Facilities Services (aka Maintenance Building) (1965) 

This is a concrete block building clad in a red-brick veneer. The brick is bonded with bright white mortar. 

It is sited next to the Korsrud heating plant (#21) on a slope so the lower level is exposed . Three 

overhead doors on that lower level open into a garage area. A fourth overhead door on the upper level 

is either installed in a very early addition, or that wing of the building is an as-built change from the 

original plan. The overall roofline is hipped with the addition/wing's roofline also hipped but much 

shallower. The rear roof of the building ends in a gable. The upper floor was planned in 1965 mostly as 

storage space with restrooms and an office in one corner. The addition/wing, which seamlessly blends 

with the rest of the building, is devoted to a loading bay with the overhead door, so it likely provided 

more interior storage space. In 1993, the interior was renovated according to college archive records, 

but it is unknown ifthe windows were changed at this time. 

The building has the appearance of a residential Ranch from the mid-century and was designed by the 

firm of Altfillisch, Olson and presumably Gray and Thompson (presumably because the name and date 

block on the sole plan sheet in the archives has been cut in half) . Archival material suggests the building 

was planned to carefully merge the campus at this point with the residential neighborhood just beyond 

the building. It would be a contributing resource in any future potential historic campus district. 

The residential neighbor is to the left in this view; Korsrud plant equipment is seen in the right 

foreground. (Jan Olive Full, 2018) 



Plan sheet, north elevation (which faces Korsrud heating plant) (Luther College Archives) 

(www.luther.edu) 



#24 Regents Center (1963, 1991, 2001) 

The original part of the building - called the Field House -was erected in 1963 and ready for use in 

1964. It was the replacement for the Preus Gymnasium (destroyed by fire in 1961) and represents a 

major planning change in moving athletic facilities to the valley floor below the bluff. The new red-brick 

and stone building centralized athletic activities and physical education curriculum in one location, 

offering basketball courts, faculty offices, and classrooms. In time, interior spaces were renovated to 

include space for weight training, a wrestling room, and locker rooms for visiting athletic teams. In 1991, 

a large addition was constructed to add training rooms and locker and equipment rooms, and the 

building was renamed Regents Center. Another large addition was built in 2001. While the core of the 

complex dates to the early 1960s, it is essentially covered by modern additions except for the west end 

(marked by the arrow in the image below). Because these modern additions obscure the historic 

building, integrity is poor and the complex would be noncontributing to any future potential historic 

campus district. 

(www.luther.edu) 



The upper campus looks down on this striking blue roof that covers one of the modern additions to the 

building. (Jan Olive Full, 2018). 

Original Field House's long south elevation. This elevation is essentially covered over by a newer 

addition except for the west (left) end. The athletic field now fills the remaining space between this new 

addition and the Dahl Centennial Union. A larger parking lot now fills part of the field beyond the Field 

House. The Aquatic Center (#25) would be built later off the west end of the building (Bunge, 167). 



One of the new additions (center) starkly contrasts in materials to the red brick walls of the older 

original building. (Jan Olive Full, 2018) 

(www.luther.edu) 



#25 Aquatic Center (2013) 

Opened in 2013, the center is attached to #24 Regents Center. Clad in a panels of a solid material, It has 

a natatorium (or pool) with eight competition-width lanes, a competition diving board, shallow area for 

classes, racing starting blocks and timers, and seating for 250. The building was designed by the 

Minneapolis firm of OPUS AE Group, LLC. Modern in construction, the building would be 

noncontributing to any future potential historic campus district. 

(www.opus-group.com on 10/17 /2018) 



(www.opus-group.com on 10/17 /2018) 

(www.luther.edu) 



#26 Miller Hall (1966), Dieseth Hall (1968), and Brunsdale Lounge (c. 1968) 

Collectively known as Regents Towers, the two 9-story towers were planned at the same time but 

constructed sequentially. The low-rise building that connects the two by walkways at the upper campus 

level is called Brunsdale Lounge, constructed about the same time. The towers are "carved out of the 

bluff" that separates the upper from lower campuses (Waterloo Courier, 2/7 /1965). The foundation is 

low on the bluff and the residential floors rise up above the bluff to become a prominent part of the 

upper campus. Pedestrian walkways or bridges at the 4th and 5th floors connect to the upper campus, 

while elevators vertically link the floors. 

Records and published sources exhibit quite a bit of confusion about which tower was first, which 

gender each served originally, and which name applies to which tower. Based on plans viewed by the 

building researcher for this study, however, the first high rise built (see photo above) is the one under 

the assessor's parcel number on this photo from the Winneshiek County Assessor (11/9/2018). This one 

is most consistently referred to as the men's dorm (now co-ed), built in 1966, and renamed Miller Hall in 

the late 1970s. The tower to its right (upper right) is then the women's dorm (now co-ed), constructed in 

1968, and renamed Dieseth Hall in the late 1970s. These two, as well as the building in between, 

Brunsdale Lounge, are all named after former Regents. The consistent confusion surrounding these 

buildings is probably why typically they are just called "the Towers." 



The local firm of Altfillisch, Olson, Gray & Thompson designed the Towers with a reinforced concrete 

frame, and cladding of red brick trimmed in a light-colored material. Because the buildings are all free

standing and only attached to one another by pedestrian walkways, they are considered three 

contributing resources for purposes of any future potential historic campus district. 

CORNERSTONE LAID 
The cornesrstone of the new men 's tower residen ·e hall al Luth ·r College was 
laid Sunday afternoon as part of the college's annual homecoming a 'livities. 
Shown is the ar ·hitecl 's sketch of the two new halls the one on th left to he a 
woman 's dorm . 'fhc strnclure on the right is the one now being built and 
where the cornerstone ceremony was held. The $1 .5 million dormitory is ex
pected lo be ready for o ·cupancy b seniors in lat e winter or early 11 ·xt spring , 
w~ilc construction of the scl'ond cight-.;tory structure is to start nex t . ca r. They 
w1,ll house 368 students each. 

(unsourced 1965 clipping collected by researcher) 



Dieseth Hall and bridge to Brunsdale Lounge, looking northwesterly (Jan Olive Full, 2018) 

Miller Hall with Brunsdale Lounge in foreground, looking west (Jan Olive Full, 2018) 



The first tower under construction on the bluff, 1966 (Luther College Archives) 

(www.luther.edu) 



#27 Ylvisaker Hall (1964) 

This 4-story building was built as a men's dorm housing 256 students, but now is co-ed and for first-year 

students. It is named for J. Wilhelm Ylvisaker, the college's fifth president who served from 1948 to 

1961. It was the first of three dorms "built to handle Luther's explosive growth in the 1960s" (researcher 

Ed Epperly) . Window replacements were installed in 2009, but if so, the new ones closely approximate 

the originals. The style is streamline with minimal decoration. It has a reinforced concrete frame and is 

clad in red brick backed by concrete block. The design was by the firm of Altfillisch, Olson, Gray & 

Thompson, a local Decorah firm; the engineer was Harold E. Rucks of Dubuque, and the general 

contractor was the Black Hawk Construction Co. of Waterloo. The building would be contributing 

resource in any future potential historic campus district. 

(Luther College Archives) 

Under construction -view from northeast (Luther College Archives) 



(Jan Olive Full, 2018) 

(Google.com on 7 /78/2018) 

(Luther College Archives) 



Circa 1986 (Jordahl & Kaasa, n.p.) 

(www.luther.edu) 



#28 Storre Speech and Theatre (1974) 

This is a large, gable-front metal clad building used at one time for theater activities, but since 2006 its 

function has been limited to facilities activities. It has few windows and several courses of brick veneer 

at the foundation level. Modern in construction, it would be noncontributing to any future potential 

historic campus district. 

(Jan Olive Full, 2018) 

(Jan Olive Full, 2018) 



(www.luther.edu) 



#29 Martin Luther Statue (1911) 

This is a full-figure, oversize bronze sculpture of "Martin Luther at Worms" (Smithsonian Institution), a third-generation 

casting from the original by artist Ernst Rietschel. The base is concrete covered by stucco. The original is in Worms, 

Germany and was used to cast the second statue in St. Louis, which was then used to cast the Luther campus statue. It 

was cast and dedicated in 1911 to commemorate the college's soth ann iversary celebration; presented to the college by 

the "pastors' wives" (Norlie eta I, 153). In 2016, it received some restoration work, during which the statue was cleaned 

and waxed and the base was repaired. It remains in the location selected by landscape architect Jens Jenson in 1910. 

The statue would be a contributing object to any future potential historic campus district. 

1922 view (Norlie etal.) (Jan Olive Full, 2018) 

(www.luther.edu) 



#30 Pioneer Memorial (fka Laur. Larsen Memorial) (1933-1936) 

The first part of the memorial, which sits nearthe historic entrance to campus, was commissioned to 

commemorate the first college president Laur. Larsen's 1001h birthday in 1933. Three years later, the 

curved wall behind the Larsen memorial was installed to celebrate the college's 75th founding 

anniversary. The artist was Tarkjel Landsverk, a Norwegian immigrant who settled in southeast 

Minnesota. The memorial is "composed of a ten-foot high rectangular block which stands at the front. It 

contains two bronze plaques, one with a relief bust of Laur. Larsen and the other, a plaque containing 

information about Larsen, both set in a granite boulder embedded in the block. Behind the block is a 

concrete pulpit shaped in the form of a tree trunk, round with an open back. It is constructed of stones 

set into concrete to resemble the bark on a stump. Behind the stump/pulpit is a 70-foot wall with 9 

bronze plaques set into the stones. The wall, made of stone and concrete, is 33" high at its lowest point 

and 9'3" at its highest point" (John Christianson, emeritus Luther College history professor, written upon 

the rededication of the memorial in 1997; reported in http://www.geni.com/people/Tarkjel-Landsverk/ 

6000000027286038774, accessed on 7 /6/2018). 

Laur. Larsen Memorial, 1933 (Jan Olive 

Full, 2018} 

The unusual stones used by the artist are 

doubtless the most remarkable feature 

of the memorial. Each is relatively small 

in size and pockmarked with deep holes, 

making the stones almost look bone- or 

skull-like when viewed quickly or from 

some distance. A geologist recently 

described this stone as Karst geology, 

the "popcorn" texture formed when the 

smaller pores in the "Galena dolomite" 

become "widened by slightly acidic 

groundwater moving through it." 

Groundwater seeps down to the 

dolomite layer, which is a "carbonate" 

rock, but can go no deeper because of a 

layer of non-porous shale. The water 

then runs laterally until it escapes in a 

spring (Ryan J. Clark, P.G., Iowa 

Geological Survey, email to Jan Olive 

Full, 7 /6/2018). 

The memorial clearly contributes to any future potential historic campus district. 



Pioneer Memorial, 1936, with wall of plaques and tree-stump "pulpit" in front. (Jan Olive Full, 2018) 

View of tree stump "pulpit" behind the Larsen 
memorial (Jan Olive Full, 2018). 



(www.luther.edu) 



#31 Modern Outdoor Sculpture Group (c. 1981-c. 2015) 

There are four modern outdoor sculptures located outside buildings on the upper campus : 

I Am 

(1) Oedipus and Antigone, bronze, located near the Center for Faith and Life, installed in place of 

another casting that was damaged in 2015; 

(2) Elegy #10, steel, near the Jenson-Noble Hall of Music, installed c. 1993; 

(3) 3-D Tree of Life, bronze, located near Dahl Centennial Union, installed c. 2007; 

(4) Meridian II, stainless steel, located near the Center for the Arts, installed 2008; 

As modern objects, with no indication of exceptional significance under the National Register 

program, the sculptures would be noncontributing resources in any future potential historic campus 

district. 

3-D Tree of Life 

Meritllonll Molher and Chlld 
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#32 Olson Hall (1955) 

Named for the third college president, Oscar L. Olson, the building was constructed as a men's dormitory serving 233 

students in triple and double rooms. Prior to Olson Hall, most men lived in private homes off campus. In 2004, the west 

wing was converted to two-bedroom suites. Today the dorm houses both men and women students, first-year students 

in one wing and older students in the other. 

The building has the streamline, midcentury lines of modernist architecture devoid of ornamentation. It was designed by 

Charles Altfillisch and Associates, with Johnson Construction of Winona, Minnesota as the general contractor. The 

original dorm room windows were configured with four horizontal panels, and all cranked out. These windows were 

common in the 1950s but are also commonly replaced because they leak generous amounts of air. Around 1970, these 

windows were replaced by a three-part window of one fixed panel, one that opened, and one solid filler panel. The 

central block of the building continues to have its large plate glass panels. The top floor lounge, which protrudes slightly 

above the roofline, has larger fixed windows also. 

The building is constructed of concrete block clad with red face-brick. The siting is notable as the building is positioned 

slightly downhill from the street, necessitating pedestrian bridges to cross from the sidewalk to the entrances, which are 

covered by flat canopies supported by brick walls with decorative voids that lack bricks. While the window replacements 

diminish the integrity of the building, the size, scale, and styling remain intact and allow the building to contribute to any 

future potential historic campus district. 

c. 1960 (Nelson) 

Ground floor suggesting the basic layout of Olson Hall's three floors: two wings divided into student rooms on either 

side of a central commons block. (https://www.luther.edu/reslife/first-year/olson/) 



Undated but c. 1960 (ebay.com on 7 /9/2018) 

(Jan Olive Full, 2018) 



Main entrance (Jan Olive Full, 2018) 

(www.luther.edu) 



#33 Campus Landscape by Jens Jensen (1910-1911) 

The National Register defines a "designed historic landscape," as "a landscape that... was consciously designed and laid 

out by a master gardener, landscape architect, architect, or horticulturalist to a design principle .. . (emphasis added, NR 

Bulletin 18, 2). In the case of Luther College, its historic campus plan was laid out early in the 201h century by the noted 

landscape architect, Jens Jensen of Chicago, using the underlying principals of the Prairie School movement. Prior to 

Jensen, the campus had only a handful of buildings and little planning. The focus was on Main in its first two iterations, 

the all-purpose building that housed, among other things, classrooms, faculty space, and the library. A straight allee of 

elm trees - representing what one college historian called "stiff European formality" led straight up to the front door 

(Christianson, 135). On either side was an "open meadow" that was mowed twice a year. Jensen had the elms removed 

and instead planted a single cottonwood off the front entrance of Main. He redefine9 the meadow as "three sunlit 

~lea rings sl!.l"rounded by woodlands. North of ~e largest symbolic rairie, which he callesL'..The Campus,' Jensen laid out 

two smaller openings and called them the 'Tennis Clearing' and the 'Athletic Field.' Hard ma les scattered amon native 

oaks separated these clearings fro~The Campus" (Ibid.) A foot trail led from the north end of Main II along the bluff top 

to a bit north of the Tennis Clearing (and the edge of Jensen's plan sheet). A sin le road approached Main II and the 

campus from the southwest. It crossed in front of Main 11, and then traveled north along the top of the bluff, to loop east 

_ar~un c!._! he clearings and then south to rejoin the entrance road. On its way, the road passed by Campus House (#12), 

the 1867 original parsonage and oldest surviving campus building. The road also passed in front of three other large 

buildings (nonextant) as well as Larsen Hall (#14, 1907), the campus dormitory. Both Jensen's plan and a modern 

version of it are included at the end of this narrative. 

An informal wagon road led up to Main I in this May 1875 photo. The midsection of the photo is unclear because of 

two large flags being held at the front of the line of students (Norwegian on left; U.S. on right). These flags may be 

obscuring the clay pit dug for Main l's brick production, which was located in front of the building and later filled in. 

Jensen had this hump smoothed out. (Luther College Archives) 



LUTHER COLLEGE IN THE EIGHTIES 

. Main I and its allee of trees leading to the front door, 1880s. At this time the wagon entrance road remains unpaved, 

the elms are still young. Jensen had this avenue of trees removed. Main I would burn down a couple years after this 

photo was taken (Norlie, O.M. etal. Luther College Through Sixty Years, 1861-1921 [Minneapolis: Augsburg Publ. 

House, 1922]). 

Today, the Tennis Clearing is under the 1964 Ylvisaker Hall dorm {!f27), the looping road is one, Main II has been 

replaced by the extant Main Ill (#16, 1952),.and with the exceptions of Campus House and Larsen Hall (#14, 1907) all the 

other college buildings present on Jensen's drawing are gone too. A number of new buildings have been constructed and 

the campus is larger several times over. The street system on campus is modern with paved roadways, curbs, and 

parallel sidewalks. frhe remaining clearing; a-;;d a number of small, unmort~ rea stone tree-well/rings where Jensen 

cnanged tfie gra e arouna n trees (at least one replaced wit~;:~e-) are all that~ive from the Jensen plan)other 

than the mature trees in various locations, including the large tottonwood. (Several limestone "council rings" 

recommended by Jensen remained unbuilt until recent years.) 

In comparing historic aerials taken every decade from the 1930s to the 2000s, it appears both the Athletic Field and the 

majority of the larger The Campus clearing have been reserved. The Campus today consists of the open greens pace 

triangulated between Main Ill, Campus House, and the Center for Faith & Life (#3, 1975). The Athletic Field, which had a 

baseball diamond on it from at least the 1930s into the 1970s, is located between Preus Library (#7, 1969) and the 

Center for Life & Faith . Its open space is separated from The Campus by only sidewalks. Mature pre-Jensen oaks (or 

descendants thereof) are found in small stands surrounding the clearings. Additional burr oaks surviving from the 

original upland savannah also are likely to be present although no campus-wide botanical inventory has been 

undertaken for this study. Jensen also recommended the present location for the statue of Marti~uther, erected in 



1911 (#29), which is still in place. (Aerials are available through Iowa State University's Geographic Map Server, 

accessed at ortho.gis.iastate/edu.) 

Sidewalks now crisscross The Camgus clg_aring and to a~sser degree the Athletic Field clearl!lg,_M:knowl~dging the 

~nformal pathways established by studentsJ but contrary to J~nsen's design philoso~hy of keeping Raths around the 

perimeter of openings (Harrington and Grese, 7) . One area of The Campus in particular has recently been altered by the 

i'nstallatio-n ofB e-ntdahl Commons (#2) in 2010. The sidewalks and the limestone retaining walls and pergola of Bentdahl 

Commons, however, have a relatively low impact on the much larger greenspace. And while the academic campus has 

grown from 32 to 119 acres (primarily to the north and west), the college has since 1985 maintained a landscape in the 

/
,expand~northe_.!:.n acreage that is consistent with Jensen's design philosophy (Faldet, "The History of Luther College's 

Campus 1909-11 Jens Jensen Landscape ~Ian" [t.s., 2018, n.p. but 25-31], produced by the study's research committee). 
4 )(),\)Jc- ../ii IS"'C Q-v1...4-e. 1"_:,,, l_u;_,1. >/)"'", c_ 61.A.L-~ '? 

The year 1985 is important because in that'year the first phase of a master landscape plan for Luther College was crafted 

by two landscape architects, John Harrington of the University of Wisconsin-Madison, and Robert Grese of the 

University of Virginia, Charlottesville. Grese has since published Jens Jensen, Maker of Natural Parks and Gardens (Johns 

Hopkins University Press, 1992) and is an acknowledged expert on Jensen and his legacy. Luther College is only 

mentioned in the list of Jensen's projects in Jens Jensen, but Grese and Harrington's 1985 study was specific to Luther 

and very detailed (PDF attached to this site form). 

The Harrington-Grese study laid out a number of key elements found in Jensen's 1910 plan including: the three 

clearings, the use of native trees and shrubs to define circulation routes and reinforce the Midwest location of the 

campus, preservation of views (Main being the "major focal point"), preservation of the nearly 200-year-old oaks, 

removal of the elm allee, retention of a maple-hardwood planting south of Larsen Hall, preservation or creation of views 

to the west and the valley below the bluff, and finally, the loop drive intended to confine the auto traffic to the 

perimeter of the central clearings (3-4) . There was also some indication that Jensen meant for the clearings be left 

unmown, like the meadows in front of Main when he arrived, but this has not been done. The authors' conclusion was 

that "the majority of these design elements [elsewhere they called them "traces" of the design] that Jensen initiated at 

Luther College over 70 years ago are still applicable and can be recognized as existing on campus today"(4) . On the 

other hand, they also acknowledged that "it is uncertain as to how much of L!_ensen's] plans were actually imple!:l'lented'~ 

in the first place (Harrington and Grese, 1). Further, they noted that in the twenty years prior to their study, new 

buildings and roadways, replacement of aged plants, and new plantings had "resulted in a movement away from 

Jensen's concepts" (Harrington and Grese, 9). Unfortunately, since their study, and among other changes, Jensen's 

important looR drive has been destroyed as a result of a modernization of the street system, including a new road 
Dij~~a - --

The tennis courts, track ring and football field, and roof of the 

Regents Center{## 18 & 24} are all blue, as viewed from the top 

of the bluff looking down into the valley. 

system through and around campus implemented in 2009 (Faldet, n.p. but 13). Also, the view to the valley below the 



"Planting Plan: Grounds of Luther College, · Decorah, Iowa" 
by Jens Jensen, July 1910. 

1. Stable 
2. cook House 
3. Power House and Heating Plant 
4. Museum 
5. Main Building (Old Main) 
6. Hospital 
7. Laur Larson's Hall 
8. I1usic Hall 
9. Library . (now Kor en Hall) 
10. Cottage (now Campus House) 
11. Gyrnnasium/Natatorium 

Jensen's plan as redrawn and simplified in Harrington and Grese's study. The yellow highlighting denotes the general 
location of resources present in Jensen's time that remain extant. The dashed line represents a foot trail now 
nonextant or converted to paved sidewalks. There is a footpath north of the area covered by Jensen's plan that leads 
to Dieseth and Miller dormitories at the north edge of campus. (Harrington and Grese, 1985) 



"The Campus" clearing, looking west at (L to R) Larsen Hall, Loyalty Hall, and Main Ill. (Ryan Engelman, early 2018) 

The portion af The Campus with the stone terraces is now referred ta as Bentdah/ Cammon. Part af the Center far Faith & life (#3} 
is seen through the trees at left. (Mark Muggli, summer 2018} 



Approaching The Athletic Field (aka Farwell Clearing) from the east, with the Preus Library at right (Jan Olive Full, 2018) 

Two blufftop footpaths: the left one leads to stairs down to the lower campus athletic facilities or, if one continues north, around 
a limestone outcropping and eventually to the lower level of the residence halls seen at the top of the bluff. The concrete 
sidewalk to the right also leads to the residence halls, which terminate the north end of the expanded campus as well as the 
potential historic campus district. (Ryan Engelman, early 2018) 



LEFT: The paved south end of the bluff trail to Miller and Dieseth 
Halls; RIGHT: graveled north end of the trail leading to Miller and 
Dieseth dormitories. The trail is wholly within the expanded area 
north of the original campus. (Jan Olive Full, 2018) 

LEFT: The Jensen cottonwood in front of Main Ill; RIGHT: A representative full-canopy oak at the edge of The Campus clearing 
with a replacement concrete trunk ring. (Jan Olive Full, 2018} 
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Jensen's 1910 plan within the original 32-acre campus. The cottonwood planted off the front corner of Main II is not 

shown, but tree-filled areas are. (Luther College Archives) 



bluff has been significantly alter~d with the athletic buildings and facilities, many of which feature the visually striking 

blue of the school's color. 

Even though Harrington and Grese concluded there had been changes, there were Jensen-era elements remaining, 

especially oak, white p!ne,__9 nd spruce trees along Leif Erickson Drive_ and the entrance to campus, Jensen's cottonwood 

in front of Main Ill, the existing mature oaks, the two surviving clearing?, a portion of the bluff walk (now gone), and the 

"most significant" if ephemeral element surviving, the "informal and natural atmosphere ofthe_campus" (10) . They 

included in their report a long list of recommended species that "Jensen used again and again in his landscape designs" 

(35) . According to David Fa Id et, the college has initiated and followed a number of Harrington and Grese's 

recommendations including adding understory plantings to the entrance area to replace those that died or were 

removed; taking down about half of the maples, ash, and spruce the authors recommended for removal; and 

construction of several limestone council rings, which Jensen recommended but were never constructed. Also, pockets 
- - - -

of prairie plantings were added in areas of the expanded campus north of the original campus. 

Integrity issues of the Jensen landscape plan for National Register purposes loom large. Not knowing how much of the 

single surviving Jensen plan sheet was executed is one problem. Other issues include: the greatly expanded campus and 

changes to the surrounding neighborhood, including the creation of the lower campus below the bluff and its striking 

blue athletic facilities; the modern redesigned campus street system and removal of the loop road; the removal of most 

of the Jensen-era buildings sitting around the perimeter of the clearings; the construction of large new buildings in the 

place of old ones and on new sites around the clearings resulting in, among other things, the complete loss of the Tennis 

Clearing; and the installation of new limestone landscape features and numerous concrete sidewalks and in place of 

informal pathways. 

There is not enough integrity remaining_t~ e~able the 1910 Jensen _design in toto to be a historic district by itself, or even 

a contributing resource to any larger potential historic~ampus district. There is simply too much of the historic plan 

nonextant at this point, along with new intrusions and altered circulation routes. The majority of these alterations are 

irreversible. However, the presence of two large open greens paces ringed by aged oaks -tbe Athletic Field clearing and 

The Campus clearing - does~nable a degree of the historic landscape plan to be conveyed to the public. Importantly, 

the clearings were and remain the best representative of the "informal and natural atmosphere of the campus" noted 

by Harrington and Grese. The two clearings, collectively, constitute a_!:ontributing_r:__es__gurce to the__Qverall QOtentia~ 

historic campus district because thev. are significant in size, differentiated by Jensen in his plan, and are an outstanding 

characteristic of Jensen landscape plans. "For Jensen, the idea of a clearing held special meaning. In many of his designs, 

clearings provided a welcome contrast to the shade of a forest border and a dramatic interplay of light with the 

surrounding trees' leaves and tracery of branches. Clearings were places where one watched sunrises and sunsets, cloud 

patterns, starry nights, and all the other dramas that nature and its cycles provide for the observant eye ... As an allegory, 

the clearing represented all of nature in a microcosm and had therapeutic effects upon the human psyche. In the warm 

sunlight of a clearing, Jensen felt that one could forget the worries and confusion of human life and come closer to God," 

surely an appropriate benefit for this Lutheran college (Grese, Jens Jensen, 136). (This evaluation was guided by National 

Register Bulletin 18 How to Evaluate and Nomination Designed Historic Landscapes and National Register Bulletin 41 

Guidelines for Evaluating and Registering Cemeteries and Burial Places, the latter with regard to the treatment of 

numerous, less-than-substantial objects) . 
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LUTHER COLLEGE, DECORAH, IOWA 
MASTER LANDSCAPE PLAN: PHASE ONE 

STUDY CONTEXT 

Luther College was founded in Decorah, Iowa in 1861. Jens Jensen, 
a midwest landscape architect first visited the campus in 1909. 
Between then and 1911 Jensen drew up a series of landscape plans 
for the campus. Although it is uncertain as to how much of these 
plans were ~ctually implemented, many traces of Jensen's design 
style and p hilosophies still exist on the campus. Jensen was often 
known to change elements of his plans in the field during their 
implementation. Seldom were these changes written down. 

The student population at Luther College has grown from less than 
300 at the time Jensen drew his plans to approximately 2100 today . 
To accomodate this size increase the campus itself has grown to 119 
acres. Approximately 6 buildings existed on campus at the time 
Jensen drew his plans :--since that time an additional 11 buildings 
have been built requiring alterations ana deviations from Jensen's 
plans and guide lineS. - - -

In 1984 the Luther College Women's Club presented a donation to the 
College for development of a master plan for landscaping in 
conjunction with the College's 125th anniversary. One thought was 
to revitalize Jensen's design where feasible and to carry his 
design philosophies into the rest of the campus. As Jensen is one 
of the more famous landscape architects who practiced in the 
midwest and is known to have developed plans for only a few college 
campuses, the objective of maintaining his design can be a 
historical and cultural asset to Luther College. 

This report and the accompanying graphic maps are the first phase 
of a proposed master landscape plan for the campus which follows 
the concepts Jensen's originally envisioned for the campus. Phase 
1 wr lI consist of the following elements. 

a) An evaluation of the existing college campus landscape, 
including an inventory of the major plant materials and spaces 
on campus and the noting of deviations from Jensen's original 
concepts. 

b) Development of a conceptual master plan for the campus 
landscape. This will consist of a graphic proposal for plant 
masses, spaces, circulation and parking spaces. 

c) Preparation of a plan report. This report will serve as a 
supplement to the master plan and will include lists of plant 
species for use in the plantings shown on the master plan. 
Both the plan and the report are intended to be used as 
general guidelines for future plantings on campus and will not 
show the locations of individual plants. 

d) Development of a landscape management guide. This part of 
the report will include guidelines for achieving and
maintaining the desired character of spaces and plant-· masses .. 

1 
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The next two phases are intended to further study and develop 
detailed plans for specific areas of the campus based on the 
guidelines established in the overall master plan. Phase 2 would 
consist of revisions to the master plan based on reviews of the 
plan by interested college groups. Detailed plans for selected 
parts of the central campus area would be developed as desired by 
the college. Phase 3 would include special study areas on the 
fringes of the campus. Work in this phase would include clearing 
the views to the river, the restoration of the walk along the bluff 
on the west edge of campus and enhancement of the hillside 
plantings, general landscape treatment of the lower campus, and any 
additional ideas or concerns generated by phases 1 and 2. 

THE JENSEN LANDSCAPE 

The extent to which Jensen's landscape plans were carried out at 
Luther College is based on observations of the existing campus, 
photographs taken during the period of Jensen's work and one 
remaining drawing of the series thought to be developed for the 
final campus plan (see the attached Jensen Plan) . John R. 
Christianson must be given considerable credit for his research of 
Jensen's work on campus and for many of the thoughts in this 
section. His time spent with us has made our efforts so much the 
easier. 

The main campus at the time of Jensen's work was considerably 
smaller than today. The campus at this time extended north to 
where the Center for Faith and Life and Valder's Memorial Hall of 
Science now exist. Major campus buildings at that time were Old 
Main and Larsen Hall. 

A number of key elements in Jensen's proposals for the campus are 
worth noting. 

1. The development of 3 large open spaces in the central and 
north part of the campuS: These spaces formed the core of the 
campus at that time. Jensen named these "The Campus", "The 
Tennis Clearing", and "The Athletic Field". 

2. Large and dense flowering shrub masses and small trees 
were-Placecf to reinforce circulation routes and open spaces, . 
and to provide a variety of colors, textures, and forms to the;~; 
outdoor campus. 

3. Preservation of views of the surrounding countryside. .• 
These- views brought the countryside into the campus and helped( 
it to establish its regional identity. Views were also · 
cteveloped across campus leading into the three large open 
spaces. 

4. Establishment of Old Main, the lone cottonwood, the Marti , 
Luther Statue, and the Upper Iowa River as focal points. ThEf 
major focal point was Old Main, seen framed from almost all > 
points on the campus and particularly along the entrance dri~ 
(Leif Erikson Drive). Jensen created a direct line of view·; 



... ···········----·--~..,.,.-~~----~-

"Planting Plan: Grounds of Luther College, · Deeorah, Iowa" 
by Jens Jensen, July 1910. 

1. Stable 
2. cook House 
3. Power House and Heating Plant 
4. Museum 
5. Main Building (Old Main) 
6. Hospital 
7. Laur Larson's Hall 
a. Music Hall 
9. Library . (now Koren Hall) 
10. cottage (now Campus House) 
11. Gyrnnasium/Natatorium 
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along this drive to Old Main. Shrub plantings along the · 
side, arching tree limbs overhead and the horizontal branching 
of small trees mimicking the ground plane reinforced the 
sight line to this proud building. Christianson states that 
as one walked or drove up the drive plantings kept the "campus 
screened from view until the road swung up a curving lane" to 
an "everchanging perspective" of the central campus and 
"culminating in the wider perspective of the Oneota valley 
beyond". 

·s. Preservation of the existing /oaks \ to maintain the 
regional character of the campus. The oaks which now are 
approximately 185 to 200 years old (estimate by Roger Knutson) 
represented the natural heritage of Iowa and preserved history 
when Luther College was oak savanna for Jensen. They were also 
considered symbols of the College's growth and guardians of 
time. 

6. The removal of an alley of elms leading up to Old Main 
from High Street. The alley of elms that occurred on campus 
was removed by Jensen who felt it broke up the central 
campus space and destroyed the cross campus views. The 
formality and stiffness in the placement of the elms 
contradicted the i p formality of the rolling topography and 
native vegetation of the region. 

7. Incorporation of the regional vegetation in the plantings 
particularly in the form of low trees and shrubs such as 
hawthorns and native crabapples was a key factor in 
establishing the identity of Luther College as an Iowa campus. 

8. Early photographs depict central areas of grass which were 
left unmown. This would relate to similar Jensen designs where 
grasses were left unmown to represent the prairie grasses that 
once flowed among the oaks throughout much of Iowa. 

9. A maple-hardwood planting south of Larsen Hall. The 
planting represented another component of the northeastern Iowa 
vegetation adding colors of the northwoods and eQhancing the 
entrance into campus along Leif Erikson Drive. 

10. Vie~ of_ the west bluffs' and the Upper Iowa River were 
incorporated into a walking trail along the limestone ridge at 
the west edge of the campus. 

11. Automobile circulation was confined .to a loop road 
encircling the major campus open spaces. This allowed a) free 
pedestrian circulation and views that were uncluttered by 
automobiles within the interior of the loop, and b) a pleasant 
driving experience along the campus roads alternately shaded 
by tree masses and open to views of the central campus 
clearings. 

The majority of these design element~ that Jensen initiated at 
Luther College over 70 years ago are still applicable and can be 
recognized as existing on the campus today. · The Concept and Master 
Plan will adopt these elements to the extent possible. 

-



PHILOSOPHIES OF cJENSEN 

In order to understand and consciously recognize the thoughts 
behind Jensen's plan and the master plan to be proposed, the 
philosophies and landscape elements used by Jensen over his career 
will be reviewed. 

1. Regional Context. Jensen sought to develop designs in 
relation to the surrounding regional landscape and vegetation 
and to encourage the "appreciation of the beauty and decorative 
quality. of the native flora of the country" (Jensen 1930.) . He 
insisted, however, that his designs were not mere copies of 
nature, but were idealizations meant to highlight certain 
aspects or features of the natural landscape. Jensen found 
that foreign plants often do not relate well to the textures 
and patterns of our native flora (Jensen 1939). Jensen 
stressed the uniformity and flexibility of the natural 
landscape while consciously avoiding the rigid formal designs 
often found,on the European continent. 

2. Symbolic Use of Plant Materials. In creating his idealized 
versions of the natural landscape, Jensen frequently assigned 
descriptive traits to plant materials. The cottonwood was 
described as a lonely sentinel out on the expansive plains; 
oaks expressed the continuity of a landscape through time. 
Wildflowers planted in unmown grasses were symbols of the tall 
prairie. 

Plant materials often were discussed as having specific 
functions. Small trees such as crabs, hawthorns, redbuds, and 
plums were used to accent spaces and soften the transition from 
an open meadow to tall forest border. They also served to lead 
one's eye along a path by their colorful and fragrant blossoms 
or fall colors. Likewise, the horizontal branching of the 
hawthorn helped to reinforce the horizontality of the ground 
plane and unify the space through their repitition. 

3. Spaces. Careful articulation of spaces formed the core of 
all of Jensen ' s design work. Frequently Jensen's design work 
featured a large central open meadow with small outdoor 
"room-like" spaces around it with or without tree canopies for 
ceilings. Roads and pathways led the viewer around the borders 
·of the space which were defined by irregular groupings of trees 
and shrub masses. The interior of the space was generally free 
from defined paths suggesting freedom of movement in the open 
expanse. Views from the surrounding path or roadway into the 
meadow space were alternately blocked or enframed by the 
surrounding vegetation thereby creating a sequence of 
experiences as one moved along the path. 

The smaller "roomlike" spaces surrounding the larger meadow 
space, were usually situated to have views into and across the 
main space. When covered by a tree canopy, these spaces 
provided a welcome retreat where one could sit and watch the 
activities in the larger space. When these spaces were left 
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Figure Two: Careful articulation of spaces f6rrned the cpre of 
all of Jensen's work. (Columbus Park, Chicago, IL) 

Ho~ 

Figure Three: Jensen's use of ~the long view" with scattered 
trees. (Edsel Ford Estate, Gauckler's Pointe, MI) 
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open to the sky, Jensen often called them "clearings" or "sun 
openings" because of their contrast with the dark forest border. 
By locating these around the edge of the larger meadow, Jensen was 
able to create the impression of infinite space . 

In some of his work, Jensen used a strongly linear type of space. 
Sometimes this type of space was used in conjunction with a large 
central meadow and at other times, the linear space was used to 
replace the meadow. These linear spaces were much deeper than they 
were broad ·and were used to create the impression of a much larger 
space or to accentuate a view. Often the axes of these spaces were 
slightly bent so that the far edge of the space was just out of 
view, giving the impression that the space continued indefinitely. 
Masses of vegetation extending from the surrounding borders as 
peninsulas (or as islands in the more circular open meadows) were 
used to "pinch" the space to accentuate its depth. Jensen 
frequently repeated small trees, such as the hawthorn, down the 
length of a space to increase the effect of perspective. 

4. Vistas. Jensen was a master at creating and directing views by 
means of the various spaces created in his designs. At the same 
time, however, Jensen made use of distant views to the surrounding 
landscape whenever these were available. Jensen felt very strongly 
that people ought to have daily contact with the cycles of nature 
both on a daily and on a seasonal basis, In many of his designs, 
Jensen included paths or gathering places where people could watch 
the sun rise or set and watch the changing patterns of light across 
the broad open landscapes. In Chicago, at Columbus Park, Jensen 
created_a -trail along a slight ridge to allow a view of the sunset 
over the landscape of lagoon and open meadow. At Luther College, 
Jensen created a walk along the bluff to provide views of the Upper 
Iowa River and the distant bluffs. 

5. Handling of light. The spatial structure and organization of 
Jensen's landscapes allowed him to create highly dramatic effects 
using natural light. As previously mentioned, Jensen attached 
·special significance to the events of sunrise and sunset and 
celebrated these in his landscapes by orienting many open spaces to 
serve as "paths" for the rising or setting sun. Often plants with 
vivid fall foliage such as sugar maples or sumac were placed where 
the warm, low-angled light of the setting sun would accentuate 
their colors. Jensen noted that trees, such as cottonwood which 
stood out by themselves in the open, could be used to catch the low 
angled sun of a winter's day in its upper branches and lighten the 
landscape below. 

In placing paths around bord~rs of an opening rather than through 
their center-;--Jerisen highlighted the- contrast between the shade 
found along the path and the harsh sun of the meadow. The views 
into the meadow were often through the trunks and branches of the 
bordering trees, highlighting their forms as silhouettes and 
creating wonderful patterns of vibrant green through their 
translucent leaves. 

6. water. Water was a central feature in many of Jensen's 
designs. Water was used in a naturalistic way to··eI!lulate ·slugg±sff ·'·' 

7 



8 

prairie rivers, springs, seeps, or cascades often over stratified 
limestone bluffs. At Luther College the water features were the 
Upper Iowa River so highly visible from the campus bluffs and the 
numerous springs and streams in the surrounding Decorah area. 

7 . Council Rings. At about the time Jensen was working on his 
design for the Luther College Campus, he began to include council 
rings in nearly all of his landscape designs. The council ring, 
which was a low circular stone seat around a central fire pit 
became th·e "social center" of Jensen's landscapes. 

"I often bring into my compositions a council ring built of 
stone, of a diameter of nineteen to twenty feet and with a 
fireplace in the center, with an elevation of eight to ten 
inches above the ground. The idea of the ring is partly 
Indian and partly old Nordic, though the construction is 
modern. Practically, the ring brings people close together, 
~nd the fire chases away the mosquitoes, so often an 
annoying hinderance to the out of doors. From a spiritual 
·standpoint, there is something within us that loves the 
fire, and gathering about it has a social levelling effect 
that puts us all on a par with one another. A council fire 
gathering is the most democratic institution we have." 
(Jensen 1930) . 

Jensen's council rings were usually placed where people would 
feel secluded and yet have: a .view. 

Figure Four: 
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Council ring and surrounding plantings. 



Thus, rings were often set on prominent points at the edge of a 
clearing, on a knoll or river bluff, or in a high canopied 
grove of trees. Frequently small trees ~nd masses of shrubs 
were planted nearby to increase the sense of enc~osure and help 
to blend the ring into the overall landscape. design. 

EXISTING CAMPUS DESIGN 

Erection of riew buildings and roadways on central campus, 
replacement of aged plant materials and the addition of plant 
materials with the lack of a master plan to follow has resulted in 
a movement away from Jensen's concepts in the past 2 decades. 
However the following features planned by Jensen do remain. 

1. Plantings of oak, white pine and spruce along Leif Erikson 
Drive still exist and serve to reinforce the approach to the 
campus. The loss of shrubs along the western last third of 
this route has weakened the i~pact of this entrance, however. 

2. The lone cottonwood is still the highly visible focus of 
central campus. It should remain as such for many more years 
provided any storm breakage that occurs is inunediately treated. 
A replacement for this cottonwood should be planted in the 
island across the walk to the south. Trees planted within the 
island of this old specimen will only detract from it for many 
years. 

\;~igure Five: The lone cottonwood is . the hig~ly 
Central campus. 
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3. The existing oaks Jensen reconunended saving appear at 
present to be doing well. With recent increases in oak wilt 
viruses, however, careful attention should be given to each 
individual. Young oak seedlings should be planted to serve as 
future replacements for the mature oaks. If the oaks are lost 
without additional oak plantings to take their place the 
atmosphere of the campus will be radically changed. 

4. The general outline of two of Jensen's spaces, the "Campus" 
and the "Athletic Field" are still present although changes in 
road alignment and new tree plantings in the last 10 to 15 
years have drastically altered their appearance. The Center 
for Faith and Life now occupies the grounds of the "Tennis 
Clearing". --
5. Portions of the bluff walk are still in existence. Growth 

. of plants along the bluff and along the river have obscured the 
majority of the views. 

, J, \ ' ', 1 6. The most significant Jensen holdover is the informal and 
•• 1 1 ', •. , r1 ( 1 ' •' '\· •natural atmosphere of the campus. The older plantings, open 

. , ' • • 1 '- , ( lawn, and remaining views to the countryside are important 
. \' \ \ , \ ' I , · \\ components to this "Jensen character' . 

l. . l ,1 • ' • • • ' • ' ,' 

\\ In considering fut~re plantih~s and landscape adjustments to the 
campus, a number of disturbing trends need correction and 
avoidance. 

1. Plantings, along with roadways, have been placed into the 
open central campus space breaking up the space and 
interrupting the views across it. 

2. Plant selections no longer follow the guideline of 
maintaining regional integrity. While diversity of plantings 
is important to the campus a continuity and theme for the 
campus must be maintained. 

3. The bluffs on campus no longer appear to be managed for 
travel or views. As an important and unique feature of the 
campus these travel corridors and vantage points need 
revitalization. Along with maintaining views from the bluffs 
is the preservation of views into the adjacent countryside from 
various positions on campus. Views can be constantly changing 
as plants grow but views of a large per cent of. the countryside 
should be maintained. 

4. The College lacks an abundance of the shrubs and small 
trees Jensen proposed. These middlestory plantings act to 
reinforce spaces and views and add variety to the vertical 
dimensions of the campus. 

MASTER PLAN 

The campus has been divided into eleven zones based on location and 
compatibility of proposed objectives and functions. The Concept 
Plan shows each zone and notes the general design concept for it in 
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Figure Six: Eleven Campus Landscape Zones . 
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graphic symbols and written notation. The objectives and major 
features of each zone are listed below. You may also wish to refer 
to the Master Plan when reading this section. Although notes will 
be abbreviated compared to those below, the Master Plan will 
graphically display the majority of design considerations listed 
for each zone. 

ZONE ONE: ENTRY (LEIF ERIKSON DRIVE) 
Objectives: Presently Luther College lacks a well-defined entry 
into campus. Leif Erikson Drive, for its charming local character, 
excellent introduction of the campus flavor, and historical 
significance, should be kept as a major entrance point. However, 
its lack of visibility to campus visitors unfamiliar with the 
Decorah area and its limited ability to handle large traffic 
volumes suggests that an additional entry to meet these concerns be 
developeo . Leif Erikson Drive should be restored to provide campus 
access to local community residents, employees and students of the 
college, and visitors familiar with Decorah or those that wish to 
gain a sense of the communities relationship with the college. 
Restoration of this entrance drive will require reinforcement of 
the sight line leading into campus and up to Main Hall. This 
approach can be further enhanced by the development of pleasing 
colorful massings of plants and well defined roomlike spaces on the 
campus hillside that borders the drive. 

1. Reinforce sight line along Leif Erikson Drive with 
plantings of oak, white pine, and spruce. The definition of 
spaces on hillside should be reinforced with small flowering 
trees and shrubs that will provide a sequence of spatial and 
textural experiences leading into campus. 

Figure Seven: Map of Zone 



These plantings should be tucked into the hillside among the 
exisiting trees where they are allowed to come into and 
disappear from view as one moves along the drive· toward campus. 

2. Direct views away from Olson Hall at west end of drive and 
into the central campus open space. This may be done by 
incorporating Jensen's maple/hardwood forest into the existing 
lawn area between the drive and Olson Hall. Increased 
plantings on the college property corner parcel southeast of 
the bend in Leif Erikson Drive will help to reinforce this 
scre~n of vegetation forcing the visitor's eye to follow the 
drive around the bend onto campus. Plantings on the north side 
of the drive will also screen any view of campus until the 
visitor reaches the bend or pivot point in the drive whereupon 
the plantings will open to the view of central campus and Main 
Hall. 

3. The berm along the north side of the drive should be · 
removed. Its function to prevent sledders from entering the 
street appears to be ineffective and it contradicts the natural 
topography of the land. This intrusion is apparent as one 
moves up the drive and becomes a barrier to enjoying the 
openness of the hillside space beyond. 

4. Mass plantings of shrubs and small trees should be placed 
along ~alks leading into campus that occur past the pivotal 
point of the drive. These plantings will continue to direct 
and lead the view to the central campus and Main Hall and add a 
variety of colors, fragrances, textures and nesting sites for 
song birds. 
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Figure Nine: View to Main Hall From Pivot Point. 
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Figure 'l'en: Framing of Central Campus by Utilizing Koren and 
Larsen Halls and Plantings of Trees. 



5. At the pivotal point where the view opens up onto campus 
specific trees should be preserved or planted to frame and lead 
the eye to Main Hall. This will require elimination of a small 
number of plantings which presently block all possibilities of 
this view. Framing of central campus can also be achieved by 
maintaining open views of the diagonally opposite building 
corners of the Koren and Larsen Halls. By utilizing these 
buildings and plantings of trees to the edges of the view and 
few tall plantings in the center a valley is created that draws 
one's view effortlessly into the central campus and its life. 

ZONE 2: OLSON HALL 
Objective: The sparse landscape and its lack of continuity with the 
adjacent landscape isolates Olson Hall from the adjacent campus 
areas. Planning should seek the creation of a landscape that bonds 
this area with both the plantings of the adjacent campus and the 
regional landscape character of the Decorah area. At the same time 
any solution should allow Olson Hall to have its own unique 
character or local identity. 

1. Develop a maple/hardwood grove on the lawn areas east and 
south of Olson Hall. The grove should bleed over onto the 
hillside southeast of Larsen Hall and behind the Luther statue. 

2. Create a spatial corridor behind Olson Hall beginning in 
the maple grove on the east and slowly opening onto the view of 
a large open space including the tennis courts. 

3. Incorporate flowering trees along the southern border of 
the college property to provide Olson Hall residents with 
greater privacy from residential properties. 

~~ 

~~ 
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4. Include understory plantings on the hillside behind the 
Luther statue. Plantings will be used as a backdrop to the 
Luther statue and as a transparent screen to the resident hall 
below. These will also serve to enhance the walk to the hall. 

ZONE THREE: MAIN HALL AND CENTRAL CAMPUS 
Objectiye: Creation of visual bonds between the buildings and 
regions that exist on central campus and the enhancement of the 
central spaces that have historically been the core of the Luther 
College Campus. 

1. Develop and enhance the sight lines between Main Hall and 
Preus Library, Main Hall and Campus House, Preus Library and 
the Center for Faith and Life, Preus Library and Centennial 
Hall, and Larsen Hall and the Center for Faith and Life. This 
will require the removal of a number of · trees that now are or 
in the near future will block views and destroy the open space 
of central campus. Many of these trees can be transplanted to 
other areas of the campus where they serve a better purpose. 

2. Develop bench groupings which take advantage of the "rooms" 
created by plantings and the views across campus of major focal 
points. 

3. A grove of maple trees should be planted in the lawn area 
directly south of the main entry into Main Hall. This will 
partially screen the southern third of Main Hall, direct views 
toward the entry area which includes the lone cottonwood, and 
link the hall with the campus to the south and southwest. 

rAaditronal pil)e pldntl~~· . .. 
between M..-i ~nd unterrnra 
un~n 
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Figure Twelve (above) : Existing View From 
Main Hall Across. Central Campus. 
Figure Thirteen (below) : Proposed Character 
of View From Main Hall. 
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Figure Fourteen: Map of Zone Three. 
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4. Maintain the cottonwood as the sentinel of the central 
campus space (see earlier discussion) . 
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5. Increase the plantings of white pine at the northeast 
corner of Main Hall. Add low flowering trees such as hawthorns 
to the area surrounding the informational center. Plantings 
will. blend the informational center into the surrounding 
landscape and direct views from Main Hall toward the east and 
north east. 

6. Plantings of shrub masses should be strategically located 
along the drives through central campus so as to enhance and 
not block views across campus and to screen motor vehicles 
that park along the drive. 

7. Plantings between the Centennial Union and the Center for 
Faith and Life should be organized to create definite spaces 
and framing of buildings. At present this space is cluttered 
with unrelated specimans and clusters of plants. A continuity 
between plantings can be established by eliminating the large 
number of unrelated species and by using a small number of 
species that relate to each other aesthetically and 
ecologically. These few species should then be repeated in 
groups and masses. 

8. The "Athletic Field" in front of Preuss Library should be 
maintained as an open lawn. Plantings on its borders should 
serve to enhance views and the immediate space around them. 
Landscape treatment is needed to unify the rockwall seating 
area, the library, and the surrounding landscape. 

Figure Fifteen: The "Athletic Field" in front of 
should be maintained as open lawn. 
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ZONE FOUR: JENSON MUSIC HALL/BRANDT HALL 
Objective: The blending of the individual buildings in this zone 
into one integrated landscape unit with views leading out onto 
campus and the creation of useable outdoor spaces that have a 
uniqueness from the rest of campus. 

1. The view along High Street to central campus and Main Hall 
is presently framed by an old elm. A similar formed tree 
species should be planted in the triangle area at the base of 
High Street to assume this framing responsibility when the elm 
requires removal. Placement of a large arching tree in this 
spot will also enhance the framing of central campus from the· 
entrance along Leif Erikson Drive. 

2. Additional oaks need to be planted along the North side of 
High Street and in front of Brandt Hall to form one large 
continuous grove with the existing oaks on the south side of 
High Street. 

3. Jenson Music ~all has been recently landscaped in front. 
Additional plantings in the form of shrub masses such as 
staghorn sumac should be placed along the southeast and east 
walls of the building. Such plantings would serve as softeners 
to the hard edge walls and enhance the pivot points of the 
circulation system as it bends around the building. 

4. The property line of the campus east of Jenson Music Hall 
and observed from the oak grove in back should be planted with 
loose groupings of flowering trees that fade into the north as 
the property approaches the city pool. 

_._,.__...____. ___ _.,.... __________________ ___ 
Figure Sixteen: Map of Zone Four. 
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5. The oak grove behind the Jenson Music Hall is an integral 
ingredient to the atmosphere and uniqueness of this zone. The 
view between the library and Brandt Hall out onto central 
campus provides the viewer with ties to the main campus and yet 
the oaks provide a privacy from being easily viewed. This is 
also true of the view northward to the city pool and adjacent 
oak grove. This creates a somewhat intimate space where one 
can isolate themselves from the hubbub of central campus and 
yet maintain a connection to it if desired. The grove of oaks 
also create a highly relaxing area. It is our suggestion to 
develop ·a council ring along this hillside that has the 
potential to be used as an outdoor classroom or for small 
gatherings. 

6. A second gathering area can be developed behind Brandt Hall 
where a small fire pit already exists. Reorganization of some 
plantings will be required to adequately define a meeting area 
and to create a better harmony between the plants themselves. 

ZONE FIVE: OAK GROVE NORTH OF. PREUSS LIBRARY 
Objectiye: To preserve the grove and the informal atmosphere it 
creates as a student retreat from the main campus area. (Note: if 
additional building on campus is needed an area directly north of 
the library would be worth investigation. A building could be 
constructed here with little harm to trees except those that would 
require removal for the building. The building would have a 
potential parking source and a mature planting to the immediate 
north, east and west of it) . 

' ' 'Teus 

Seventeen: Map of Zone 
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1. The parking lot behind the library should be blended into 
the adjacent landscapes by incorporating tree plantings into 
the existing island and shrub masses along the edge between the 
lot and the library building. The entry to the lot off of 
College Drive should be enhanced and visually defined as an 
entry point. 

2. A natural appearing border of shrubs should be planted 
along the west edge of the parking lot and north of the library 
to soften the view of the lot from the west. 

3. While the oak grove itself should be maintained additional 
openings in the grove are desirable. One means of achieving 
these openings is the removal of the two red or black oaks 
which at this time are in a state of deline. Scattered oaks 
can be extended northward from the grove to connect this 
isolated area with adjacent campus areas. 

ZONE SIX: VALDER'S HALL OF SCIEN~E 
Objective: To integrate south-southwest plantings of Valder's Hall 
as a transitional edge to the major campus spaces, to develop areas 
to the north and immediate northwest as experimental zones for 
plant studies, and to develop corridor plantings along the drive 
and parking areas to the northwest. 

1. Currently areas adjacent to Valder's Hall on the south and 
north are being used to study a variety of plant species. 
These uses should continue for the areas immediately adjacent 
to the building. The prairie area should remain or even be 
expanded around the south side of the building. 

Figure Eighteen: 
Map of Zone Six 



The large space to the northeast of the building should also 
continue to be a study area for tree species not otherwise 
found on campus. 

2. To focus views out onto central campus and to create 
patterns with light and shade 1 the lawn area to the left of the 
main entry and enclosed by the wing on the east should be 
planted to a grove of trees. This grove will also act as a 
transition to the central campus openness much as when the 
eastern forests met the openess of the tall grass prairie. The 
contrast between the shadows of the grove .and the sun openings 
on central campus follow Jensen's design style. 

3. A grouping of stones to the south of Valder's Hall are set 
where the views of central campus are excellent. Concern 
should be made to preserve these views to Preus Library and 
through campus to Main Hall . 

4. The existing planting of maples south of Valder's Hall 
functions as another transition onto central campus. Some 
additional plantings to provide a somewhat more natural 
appearance to the grove are needed. The red-leafed maples, if 
not vital to work being done in biology, should be removed or 
transplanted into the lower campus. The red colored leaf 
contrasts so sharply with other vegetation that it becomes 
distraction from the surrounding landscape, lacks harmony with 
it and if found interesting, it is generally due to its 
uniqueness and not its continuity and enhancement of the 
landscape in general. Although not a major factor in our 
suggestion for removal, Jensen often commented on the 
incompatibility of such unnatural colors with landscape 
plantings. 

FigureNineteen: Views 
South of Valder's Hall 
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5. A loose knit corridor of elms and silver maples similar in 
concept to the avenue of elms Jensen removed earlier from 
campus would fit into the campus landscape along the drive 
between Valder's Hall and Ylvisaker Hall. The corridor should 
be planted to blend with the surrounding campus plantings 
particularly the oak grove to the west. The arching trees and 
connected shrub plantings would soften the appearance of parked 
cars along the drive and enhance the view leading into campus 
as visitors approach central campus from the north entrance off 
of Cbllege Drive. New varieties of elms thought to be resistant 
to dutch-elm disease are now being tested in the midwest with 
apparent success. Any plantings of these trees should be 
monitored. 

ZONE SEVEN: BLUFF WALK 
Objective: To develop and maintain a semi-wooded region which 
contrasts with the openness of the central campus, through which 
circulation routes between Brunsdale Lounge and the Centennial 
Union, and the Union and Field House travel. These routes will 
take advantage of views of the bluffs along the Upper Iowa River 
and onto the lower campus. 

1. Vegetation should be thinned along the limestone bluffs on 
campus to provide access to and to create framed views of the 
Upper Iowa River and adjacent bluffs. 

2. Vegetation should be managed to expose limestone on the 
campus bluff when viewed from the lower walk. The limestone 
outcrop is more suited to be planted as a dry prairie remnant 
than by woodland vegetation . . 

Figure Twenty: Map· of Zone Seven . 
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3. Between the upper walk and the campus bluff, groupings of 
benches · should be placed that are somewhat isolated from each 
other by vegetation yet open to the distant bluffs in the west. 
These seating areas can be used for relaxation and study by 
students, faculty and staff. The exposed rock pad above the 
limestone outcrop should also be cleared. 

4. Wildflowers and small native trees should be planted among 
the vegetation growing on the campus bluff. The path down the 
bluff should be enhanced structurally to control erosion and 
provide · easy access to study of the bluff vegetation. 

5. The scattered oaks east of the upper walk and to the south 
of Ylvisaker Hall should be maintained. The addition of native 
flowering trees and occasional shrubs to enhance and develop 
loose subspaces in the area is desirable. A council ring 
should be placed directly south of Ylvisaker Hall and along the 
upper bluff walk that incorporates the view of the western 
bluffs and is semi-enclosed by oaks and lower plantings. The 
ring can be used for outdoor classroom and informal gatherings. 

6. The bike parking pads north of Ylvisaker Hall disrupt the 
parklike setting of the oaks and the views to the east. These 
pads should be moved to the southeast of Ylvisaker Hall near 
its main entrance if Ylvisaker is the main building they 
service. Landscaping around these pads should be used to 
integrate and blend them into _their surroundings. 

ZONE EIGHT: MAIN HALL BLUFF 
Objective: Development of views to the west bluffs and lower 
campus. 

1. Open selected views to the west bluffs of the Upper Iowa 
River and to the lower campus by removal of selected trees and 
shrubs. These views should be determined from vantage points 
within Main Hall. Vegetation to be removed should include 
weedy species such as boxelder (Acer negundo), and buckthorn 
(Rhamnus cathartica) . 

2. Enhance parking area and strip between Main Hall and the 
bluff with plantings of oak, maple and American linden. 

ZONE NINE: NORTH ENTRY INTO CAMPUS 
Objectiye: Continue Jensen's philosophies into the entry area to 
Miller and Dieseth Halls and the north campus. The entry area 
should be given a unique personality and interest separate yet 
compatible to the rest of the campus. This entrance should be 
developed as a major entry point off College Drive for visitors 
unfamiliar with the campus and for students who live in the nearby 
residence halls. It would be difficult for this entrance to 
duplicate the personality of the Leif Erikson Drive entrance and 
therefore it should not be viewed as a replacement. Instead each 
entry should be viewed as a complement of the other; each 
different functions . 

... : ·· . '•' ::;:::······ 
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Figure Twenty-One: Map of Zone Nine. 



6. Views from the hillside adjacent to Miller Hall of "the 
agriculture land and bluffs to the north should be preserved. 
This will require the grouping and removal of trees on the 
hillside to enhance and expose these views. The trees on the 
hillside should be grouped and organized to create a number of 
small spaces that appear to be interrelated. 

ZONE 'l'EN: LINDEMANN POND 
Qb)ectiye: To increase and enhance the views along the drive 
entering the lower campus into the Lindemann Pond area to the north 
and onto the campus bluffs that occur south of the drive. 

1. Attempts should be made to create varied spaces and views 
into Lindemann Pond along its south and south western edges. 
This will require selective removal of vegetation to expose the 
pond in areas to be determined on site. The eastern border of 
the pond should remain screened by vegetation from the entrance 
drive. The pond should be a surprise as one moves down the 
drive into lower campus. However, the plantings on the east 
border of the pond should be allowed to feather out naturally 
into the open lawn area. The white pine seedlings that are 
planted in rows will not allow this to happen. While some 
seedlings should be left here many of the white pine should be 
eventually planted in other areas of the campus where mature 
pine now exist. 

2. The western edge of the pond is grown up with young 
cottonwood and exotic grasses. This area should eventually be 
converted to wet prairie which will help maintain the open view 
to the pond, provide accents of color and textures, and act as 
a biological recreation area. 

Fis·ur~ · Twenty-Two: Map of Zone Ten 
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1. Establis~ a predominately short grass prairie planting 
along the borders of the open lawn space adjacent to College Drive ,' 
Such a planting would follow Jensen's concept of unmown grass 
to simulate the prairie in order to bring in a regional flavor 
and relation to .the past landscape of the area. This planting 
of colorful flowering herbs and waving grasses will greet the 
visitors to campus. The prairie would also serve as another 
campus laboratory for the study of native vegetation and 
aesthetics. 

2. Partial screening of the city swimming pool from the 
college entrance will maintain the focus on campus. However, 
it is our feeling that the pool area should not be screened 
entirely so as to isolate the city and campus. 

3. The bike path, as repairs are needed, should be made to 
wind through the edge of campus so that a hidden view of the 
route occurs instead of the straight line approach which adds 
little surprises and i11terest. The bike route should also 
travel through the proposed prairie and not skirt it. 

4. The hillside between the experimental plantings near 
Valder's Hall and the proposed prairie planting should be 
planted with scattered oaks that feather out into the open 
space. This will create a parklike atmosphere to the hillside 
that will blend into the plantings between Miller and Ylvisaker 
Halls. 

5. The lower wall of Miller Hall should be screened by dense 
plant massings when seen from the entrance. The Hall should 
rise up out of the plantings. 

. .,,. . ,, . . - . . ~ 
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3. Add small flowering trees and shrubs to the wooded hillside 
bluffs for spring and fall colors. Selectively remove trees 
which are not a natural component of bluff vegetation. 

ZONE ELEVEN: LOWER CAMPUS 
Objective: The plantings of lower campus should be as unique to 
the rest of campus as is the setting. At the same time a 
continuity with the naturalness of the upper campus must remain. 
We propose the development of plantings for lower campus be based 
on a floodplain setting utilizing .those tree and shrub species that 
are generally conduicive to lowland areas. 

1. The large parking lot at the bluff base in inadequately 
planted. Plantings in parking lots provide shade, reduce 
annoying glare, lower heat radiating from paving and parked 
cars, and reduce the parking areas into smaller spaces more 
compatible and reflective of human scale. Existing islands in 
the lot can be planted more intensively with trees. Spacing of 
these trees should not be uniform but varied to provide a 
natural appearance. Additional islands should be developed in 
each row of parking requiring the removal of individual stalls. 
Ideally a continuous row of parked cars should be broken up 
every 15 to 20 stalls. 

2. Lan~scaping around buildings and fields should be evaluated 
on a design specific basis but follow the above objective. 

3. Openings ~long the river are desirable. Regulations for 
vegetation removal and development of an effective method for 
maintaining openings will take additional study. The boat 
launch area should be developed into an area capable of 
supporting high use by students and easy access to the river. 
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MANAGEMENT PLAN 

This management plan will serve as an adjunct to the Master Plan in 
hopes of providing some guidance for the continued management and 
care of the Luther College Campus Design. Emphasis will be placed 
on two basic aspects of the design: the spatial character of the 
campus, and species selection and care of the plantings on campus. 
No mention will be made of routine maintenance tasks such as lawn 
mowing, tree trimming, and watering of plants. It is assumed that 
these will be carried out with the same diligence that there has 
been in the past. 

One of the most challenging tasks in working with any landscape is 
a question of how to provide continuity in the design in the face 
of constant growth and change. This is especially critical in 
designs created by people such as Jens Jensen who took inspiration 
from the native landscape, and strove to create designs that 
resembled the native regional landscape. Jensen's designs were 
often treated as if there were no conscious design because they 
relied on more subtle than obvious patterns of organization. 

Jensen felt that it was important for people to sense some 
continuity in the landscape. He intended for people to recognize 
some of a landscape's rich history in the design as well as feeling 
some assurance of the landscape's . future. The care and attention 
given to the Luther College Campus in general and particularly to 
the oak trees suggests that many people connected with the College 
have similar feelings about the campus. 

Change has been an important part of the Luther College Campus. 
The past 125 years have seen tremendous growth and change in the 
physical facilities of the campus, its ·general appearance, and the 
make-up of its student body. It is likely that some of these 
changes will continue to occur. Likewise, there will continue to 
be changes in the campus vegetation even without any other induced 
changes to the campus proper. Jensen fully accepted change as a 
part of the processes of nature acting on his landscapes despite 
the fact that he may not have completely understood the processes. 
While he knew some trees such as the oaks would last perhaps well 
over a hundred years, other trees would have lifespans of only 25 
to 30 years and would need to be replaced periodically. Although 
he objected to the pruning of plants into unnatural and tortuous 
shapes, he welcomed the thinning and trimming of plants at a 
woodland edge to allow glimpses into the forest interior or the 
careful removal of trees to open up a landscape vista. 

These management guidelines will provide criteria for directing 
change in the landscape in order to preserve a continuity in the 
basic design of the campus landscape. First, attention will be 
given to maintaining the spatial organization which forms the core 
of the campus design. Following that is a discussion of how 
plantings should be cared for and maintained to provide continuity 
through time. 
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Maintaining the Spatia1 Character of the Campus 

The spatial organization and sequences on campus are criti.cal to 
preservation of a unified campus character. Jensen's design was 
organized around three large open spaces, two of which still 
remain. Around these central spaces were a series of smaller 
"room-like" spaces. As the campus has grown since Jensen's 1911 
plan, many more smaller spaces have been added, although not always 
with clear definition as spaces or with connections to the original 
spaces at the heart of campus. Many of the recommendations 
included in the Master Plan are directed'toward ways of creating 
stronger . ties between the various parts of campus as well as 
building on the distinctive character of each campus zone. ~he 
following are a series of general guidelines for preserving and 
enhancing these spaces on campus. 

1. The Campus Concept Plan which shows the major spaces and 
views on campus should be used as a working guide. Care should 
be taken to preserve these spaces and views. No plantings or 
buildings should be located where .they will interrupt an 
important space, especially the two remaining spaces from the 
original Jensen plan. Roads and walkways should be located 
around rather than through the center of these spaces. 

2. As the college considers its needs for outdoor open spaces 
in the future, attempts should be made to accomodate new 
activities within the framework of existing spaces as much as 
possible. 

3. Conscious efforts should be made to maintain the edge 
conditions of the spaces noted on the Concept Plan. 

Figure Twenty-Four: Massings of 
Along Borders of Campus Spaces. 
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These edges may be made up of buildings, trees, or shrub 
masses. As much as possible, new buildings should be located 
along the borders of these outdoor rooms and the plantings 
around buildings should blend into existing plantings at the 
edge of the space. 

4. To be in keeping with Jensen's style of handling these 
outdoor rooms, masses of shrubs and groups of small trees 
should be carefully placed at the borders of these spaces to 
provide transitions to the taller trees. These shrub and small 
tree plantings should be used to create enclosure around 
benches and other gathering areas at the border of the spaces, 
to enchance the entrances and facades of campus buildings, and 
to screen, using natural buffers, views of automobiles or other 
elements that detract from the overall character of the space. 

5. Special efforts should be made to provide linkages between 
campus spaces. Linkages could be 1) visual, where one sees 
from one space into the next, 2) physical, as with a path or 
road that connects the two spaces, and 3) suggested, where 
spaces are completely separate, but are linked through the use 
of common plant materials. Most of the major visual 
connections between spaces are noted on the Concept Plan. 
There are a number of transition zones on campus that would 
fall in to the second or third category. These should be 
unified with their adjacent spaces by repitition of similar 
plant materials from the borders of adjacent spaces to create 
continuous and even transitions between the various points of · 
campus. 

···----·· ·-· ····~ .. 
Fiqure Twenty-Five: Unification of Adjacent Campus Spaces Through 
Repetition of 'Similar Plant l1aterial. 



6. In preserving the character of these spaces, it is also 
necessary to note the direction and extent of sunlight and 
shadows as well as prevailing winds especially as they affect 
outdoor gathering areas. Views of the rising or setting sun 
should be maintained where possible. Deciduous plants should 
be used on the south sides of buildings or entrances where it 
is desirable to get as much winter sun as possible. Evergreen 
or dense deciduous plantings can be used at the borders of 
these campus spaces to provide protection from bitter winter 
winds and to direct drifting snow away from pedestrian areas. 

Planting Considerations 
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The Master Plan contains many recommendations for plantings in the 
various parts of campus. Neither that section nor this part of the 
report are intended to give detailed instructions for plant~ngs on 
campus, but rather to provide general guidelines for maintaining a 
continuity of the plants on campus through time and to suggest 
criteria for selecting plant species . 

1. Much of the character of the.campus landscape comes from 
the old trees, especially the bur oaks. For this character to 
continue, the college should begin a practice of replanting 
young saplings of these species to .assure that they continue to 
be a dominant feature of the Luther College Campus for many 
years to come. The major tree species of this remnant of oak 
savanna or oak opening (bur oak, shagbark hickory, white oak) 
are often thought to be difficult to transplant. Success in 
transplanting these species is often best after the leaf buds 

. begin to open in the spring. Container grown stock appears to 
have greater success than ball and burlapped. Bare root stock 
often does poorly. 

Figure Twenty- Six: The Oaks at Luther Colle,g.E( 
With Much of its Character. ···'·'" ··· 
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2. The campus has had a long history of planting memorial 
trees as gifts from alumni and friends or to commemorate 
special events. Many of these trees have tended to be treated 
as specimens and have been difficult to fit into an overall 
campus landscape scheme. The recommendations in the Master 
Plan include numerous places where additional tree plantings 
are currently needed and in the future any gifts of memorial 
trees should be directed toward these areas. 

3. As suggested in the comments made under the Master Plan and 
in · the previous discussion on maintaining campus spaces, the 
college should attempt to organize plantings of trees and 
shrubs into coherent masses and groupings. This would provide 
a unified appearance to the landscape rather than a landscape 
that appears to be made up of unrelated individual tree 
specimens. Jensen rarely used trees as specimens except for 
rare cases such as his use of the cottonwood on campus which he 
felt reflected the regional character where these trees 
naturally occurred. Otherwise, he insisted that trees and 
shrubs, like people, needed "friends" close by and so he 
planted in large irregular groups and massings. Following 
these concepts new plantings on campus should be organized into 
irregular masses where possible. While across campus as a 
whole there is and should continue to be a great diversity of 
plant materials, within each separate zone fewer species should 
be used and repeated to create a greater sense of harmony. 

Plant Selection 

The selection of species to be planted on campus is perhaps one of 
the easiest ways that Luther College can continue the design 
traditions begun by Jensen in his design for .the 1911 campus. 
Throughout his career, Jensen developed an attitude in design in 
which he restricted himself more and more to the use of native 
plant species in combinations that reflected how they were found in 
nature. At the time he prepared the 1911 plan for Luther College, 
some long time garden favorites such as Japanese barberry (Berberis 
thungbergi), Vanhoutte spirea {Spiraea x vanhouttei), and Norway 
spruce (Picea abies) were still part of his pallette of plants. 
Later these plants were no longer used in his plans at all. 

In choosing plants as replacements for the Luther College Campus, 
it is generally desirable to use only native species adapted to the 
conditions found on campus which would be in keeping with Jensen's 
philosophy as it developed through his career. In special 
circumstances, however, certain plants which are important to the 
general character desired by Jensen in a specific part of campus, 
should be replaced as necessary to assure their continuity in the 
landscape. The plantings of Norway spruce and other non-Iowa 
native conifers in the entrance plantings along Leif Erikson Drive 
aptly illustrate this point. In other cases, non-native species 
found on campus should be gradually replaced over time with native 
species more in keeping with Jensen's ideas and better suited to 
environmental conditions found on campus .. For example, black 
maple, (Acer nigrum), and Hill's oak, (Quercus ellipsoidalis) could 
be substituted for Norway maple, (Acer platinoides) and pin oak, 



(Quercus palustris} . 

The various zones outlined on the master plan can generally be 
grouped into several natural plant community types that should 
govern the plantings made within each zone. These "plant 
community" types are as follows: 

Zone One 
Zone Two 
Zones Three, Four, 

Five and Six 
Zone Seven 
Zone Eight 
Zone Nine 
Zone Ten 

White pine/conifer/oak forest 
Northern hardwoods 

Oak opening 
Bluff prairie/cedar glade 
Wooded bluff 
Shortgrass prairie/savanna 
Wet meadow/floodplain forest 
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As tree and shrub plantings are to be made in each zone, species 
should be selected that are characteristic of the appropriate plant 
community in Iowa. The intent of this approach is to provide those 
connections with the regional natural landscape as suggested by 
Jensen in all of his design work. An added benefit is that the 
entire campus also begins to serve as a living laboratory of plant 
life of northeastern Iowa. 

There are some special plants that Jensen used again and again in 
his landscape designs that are worth noting separately and perhaps 
emphasized more in campus plantings. It has been stressed before 
that the campus is severely lacking in the use of shrubbery that 
was used so extensively in all of Jensen's work. Jensen was intent 
on providing nesting sites and food sources for a variety of birds 
in his landscapes and noted that songbirds seemed to pref er shrub 
masses at a height of 3' to 4'. Some of the shrub species commonly 
used by Jensen would include: 

Common ninebark 
Gray dogwood 
Pagoda dogwood 
American filbert 
Black chokeberry 
Indian current 
Snowberry 
Blackhaw viburnum 
Sheepberry 
Arrowwood viburnum 
Elderberry 
Bladdernut 
Staghorn sumac 
Smooth sumac 
Shining sumac 
Fragrant sumac 
Choke cherry 
Honeysuckle 
Meadow rose 
Prairie rose 
Old field juniper 
New Jersey tea 

Physocarpus opulifolius 
Cornus racemosa 
C. alternifolia 
Corylus americana 
Aronia melanocarpa 
Symphoricarpus orbiculatus 
S. alba 
Viburnum prunifolium 
v. lentago 
v. dentata 
Sambucus canadensis 
Staphylea canadensis 
Rhus typhina 
R. glabra 
R. copallina 
R. aromatica 
Prunus virginiana 
Diervilla sessifolia 
Rosa blanda 
R. setigera 
Juniperus communis ' 
Ceanothus 
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The following small flowering trees were commonly used by Jensen at 
the edge of woods, at junctions of trails, and as accents. 

Hawthorn spp. 

Flowering crabs 

Wild plum 
Shadblow serviceberry 
Common witchhazel 

Crataegus coccinea 
c. mollis 
C. crus-galli 
C. phaenopyrum 
Malus ioensis 
M. coronaria 
Prunus americana 
Amelanchier canadensis 
Hammamelis virginiana 

Several other smaller trees were occasionally used in masses as 
backdrops or accents in parts of a landscape. These include: 

Red cedar 
Quaking aspen 
White birch 
American hophornbeam 

Juniperus virginiana 
Populus tremuloides 
Betula papyrifera 
Ostrya virginiana 

Larger canopy trees 
Bur oak 

included the following: 
Quercus macrocarpa 
Q. alba White oak 

Black oak 
Hill's oak 
Red oak 
Sugar maple 
Black maple 
Silver maple 
Hackberry 
American elm 
Basswood 
White pine 

Q. velutina 
Q. ellipsoidalis 
Q. borealis 
Acer saccharum 
A. nigrum 
A. saccharinum 
Celtis occidentalis 
Ulmus americana 
Tilia americana 
Pinus strobus 
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SPECIES RECOMMENDATIONS FOR ZONES 

The chart below lists the major species recommended for planting in 
each zone. Not all species suitable to a zone are listed. 
Specific detailed planting lists must be devised as each zone is 
studied in greater detail in Phases Two and Three. Species listed 
will provide the dominant character of the zone. Additional plant 
species should be chosen based on their natural compatibility with 
these major species and the selected theme of the zone. 

SPECIES 

OVERSTORY TREES 
Acer nigrum 
Black maple 

Acer saccharinym 
Silver maple 

A. saccharum 
Sugar maple 

Betyla pap.yrifera 
Paper birch 

Ca.r:ya ovata 
Shagbark hickory 

eeltis occidentalis 
Common hackberry 

Fraxinys americana 
White ash 

F. pennsylvanica 
Green ash 

(i]editsia triacanthos 
Common honeylocust 

Juniperus virginiana 
Eastern red cedar 

Picea abies 
Norway spruce 

P. glayca densata 
Black Hills spruce 

Pinus strobus 
White pine 

Papylys tremyloides 
Quaking aspen 

Prunys serotina 
Black cherry 

ZONES 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

x x 

x x x 

x x 

x x x 

x x x 

x x x x 

x x 

x x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x x x 

x 

x X · 

I 
l. 
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~ 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
:t I 
f! ·r 

E..s e. u da t. .s u g:a ta.xif.alia . . · 

1] 
x 

i Douglas fir 
i1. 
t l 

~ !G 
: ~; Que..z::cu.s al ha x x x x x ,. 

. k j: White oak 

JI ! l~ 
I 

! ; ~ Q. bi color x x 
~ 

!!: 

• 

1:- Swamp white oak jr: . ~·: 
1: 

k 
j ( 0. b.ar.e.ali.s x x x x 

~! 
l ~ I Northern red oak 

H it Q. ell iJ;2.sai dal is. x x x 
· 111 

r : 
::_;. 

Northern pin oak '1; ~ :. i : :1 !!(: Ji: I' 
. ll 

i:: 
H ;_ 0. macroca.r:pa x x x x x x x x i:·: 

· 11 f ! Bur oak 

~ if f 
i i 0. :!.!:e Zut i aa x x x x 
it Black oak 

fil' 
1; 

zji 1: 
Tilia americana x x x x 

' 

/:: 

~: Basswood 
I: 
~ ~ Ulm us 

!! 
@. x x 

·} fl 'Sappora Gold' 
Jf 'Regal I 

I 

:j '. I 
E ;: ,, 
'i ' j 

J ;,; 

UNDERSTORY ; : TREES 

jl i! Amel an c.h i e.r. canade.n s.i. s. x x x x x x 
Shadblow serviceberry 

1j;,: 

· i :r ca.z::nus. alternifoli.a x x x x x 
l H Pagoda dogwood I!!' 

ll ll 
c. ar::u.f.1.-gal li x x x x 
Cock spur hawthorn 

I. H' c. mall is. x x x x x x 

!ill 
Downy hawthorn 

c. J;2h a en QJ2y.r.1.zm x 
Washington hawthorn 

111:
1 

I ii~ H.ammameli.s :!.!:i:r.ginana x x x x 
Common witchhazel 

1,U 

'J.1 Mal us i.ae.n.sis. x x 

~i 
Prairie crabapple 

11~ 
O,s.t;r.ya 'idr.g,ini.ana x x x x x x x 
American hop hornbeam 

II ~ j 

1 :j 
-~ 

~"d u 
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1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

.E.r.umw. ame.r.iQilna x x x x x x x x 
American plum 

SHRUBS 
Ar.ania me.lanaaa,l:"J2a x x x 
Black chokeberry 

D.ie.rJt.i Z Za ~e.s..s.i:f.alia x x x x 
Honeysuckle 

co r.n us. r.a ae.mcu.:i.a x x x x x x x 
Grey dogwood 

C!J.~lu~ ame.r.ic.aria x x x x x 
American filbert 

il.unip,e.r.u.s. aomm1.mi.s. 'de.p,r.e..s..s.a ' x x 
Oldfield juniper 

.E.h,¥..S.QQgrJ2.U.S. Q12uli:f.aliu.s. x x x 
Common ninebark 

B.hll~ ar.ama ti aa x x 
Fragrant sumac 

B. g:,lahr.a x x x x x x x 
Smooth sumac 

B.. tJZE2h.i.na x x x x x 
Staghorn sumac 

Bas.a s. e. t i g,e. r.a x x x x x 
Prairie rose 

Bas.a vir.g,iniana x 
Virginia rose 

S.ambUQU.S. c:.anade.n.s.i .s. x x x x x 
Elderberry 

S:t.ap,h,¥.lea aanade.ns. is. x x x x 
Bladdernut 

~har.iaarp,u.s. alba x x x x x 
Snowberry 

s. I ar.b.iQulatus. x x x x x x 
Indian current 

.. 
. . 

Yi.b.ur.n um de.rit.ata x x .. ·· 

Arrowwood viburnum .·· 
·.·.:·:':.:· 

.. ·' 

Jt:~ .Z~ata~ . 
=.:j: 

x x x x .,., x ., .. 
sheep.berry ·,. 

...... 
·. · .. :;.~; .... ·:::::·>:: · .. :· .. : ·,··· 
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GROUND COVERS 
Dry prairie mix 

Mesic prairie mix 

Woodland wildflowers 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

x x 

x 

x x x 



LUTHER COLLEGE CAMPUS HISTORIC DISTRICT- Representative Photos (7/2018) -- ISIF: 96-00775 
Historic names are used herein; parenthetical numbers refer to the assigned resource numbers. 

#1 Looking toward The Campus (33) & Athletic Field beyond, facing ENE 

#2 Looking NW across Athletic Field toward Center for Faith & Life (3) 



LUTHER COLLEGE CAMPUS HISTORIC DISTRICT- Representative Photos (7 /2018) -- ISIF: 96-00775 
Historic names are used herein; parenthetical numbers refer to the assigned resource numbers. 

#3 Looking NW toward the modern arbor roughly located between The Campus and Athletic Field (33) 

#4 Looking SE across The Campus (33) toward Brandt Hall (11) 
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LUTHER COLLEGE CAMPUS HISTORIC DISTRICT- Representative Photos (7 /2018) -- ISIF: 96-00775 
Historic names are used herein; parenthetical numbers refer to the assigned resource numbers. 

#5 Cottonwood planted as part of Jens Jensen plan; Main Ill (16) in background, facing W 

#6 Along the bluff line, looking Eat river valley and athletic facilities (outside proposed district) 



LUTHER COLLEGE CAMPUS HISTORIC DISTRICT- Representative Photos (7 /2018) -- ISIF: 96-00775 
Historic names are used herein; parenthetical numbers refer to the assigned resource numbers. 

#7 Current main entrance to campus with limestone signage, looking NW toward dormitory towers (26) 

#8 Looking NW toward Miller Hall with Brunsdale Lounge in foreground (both 26) 



LUTHER COLLEGE CAMPUS HISTORIC DISTRICT - Representative Photos (7 /2018) -- ISIF: 96-00775 
Historic names are used herein; parenthetical numbers refer to the assigned resource numbers. 

#9 Looking N at Ylvisaker Hall (27) 

#10 Looking SW toward the Center for Faith & Life (3) 



LUTHER COLLEGE CAMPUS HISTORIC DISTRICT - Representative Photos (7 /2018) -- ISIF: 96-00775 
Historic names are used herein; parenthetical numbers refer to the assigned resource numbers. 

#11 Looking W toward Main Ill {16) 

#12 Loyalty Hall (15), looking SW 



LUTHER COLLEGE CAMPUS HISTORIC DISTRICT - Representative Photos (7 /2018) -- ISIF: 96-00775 
Historic names are used herein; parenthetical numbers refer to the assigned resource numbers. 

#13 Larsen Hall (14), looking SW 

#14 Korsrud Heating Plant (21) 



LUTHER COLLEGE CAMPUS HISTORIC DISTRICT- Representative Photos (7 /2018) -- ISIF: 96-00775 
Historic names are used herein; parenthetical numbers refer to the assigned resource numbers. 

#15 Olson Hall (32), looking SE 

#16 Campus House (12), looking NW 



LUTHER COLLEGE CAMPUS HISTORIC DISTRICT- Representative Photos (7/2018) -- ISIF: 96-00775 
Historic names are used herein; parenthetical numbers refer to the assigned resource numbers. 

#17 Pioneer Memorial (30), looking NE 

#18 Gjerset House (19), looking S 



LUTHER COLLEGE CAMPUS HISTORIC DISTRICT- Representative Photos (7 /2018) -- ISIF: 96-00775 
Historic names are used herein; parenthetical numbers refer to the assigned resource numbers. 

#19 Preus Library (7), looking NE 

#20 Valders Memorial Hall of Science (4), looking NW 


