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Education has always been regarded in high esteem in the develop

ment of our nation. Social institutions, such as education and religion, 

were vital in the growth of our early communities. In 1647, the first 

law, which is considered the foundation of publicly supported education 

in America, was passed by the Massachusetts Bay Colony. Known as the 

Old Deluder Satan Law, this act was but the beginning of many laws 

which would place Massachusetts as the fore-runner of America's education 

movement. 

In 1837, Massachusetts was the first state to create a State Board 

of Education. Horace Mann, its first secretary, led the way for centralized 

school systems, establishment of high schools, Increase in teachers' 

salaries and formation of our nation's first state schools for teachers. 

Massachusetts (1852) was the first state to require compulsory attendance. 

The enacted law required students to attend school twelve weeks a year 

with six of them consecutively. The first formally organized private 

kindergarten in the United States opened in Boston in 1860 by Elizabeth 

Peabody. By 1869, Massachusetts authorized the use of public funds in 

the transportation of students to school. The beginning of the consolidated 

school movement was begun in 1875 near Montague, Massachusetts. 

The concept of free public elementary education was a heated 

controversy which, in part, was resolved by the rapid increase of 

immigrants to the new world. By 1860, most states had laws governing 

this matter. In the Midwest, Protestant groups gave their support and 

encouragement to public schools. In the 1870's, the growth of industry 



and the rapid spread of urbanization began to come into conflict with 

the balance of population from primarily rural to urban. Many of the 

immigrants were from countries of southern and eastern Europe. For 

them, the promise of the land of opportunity was to be found in clusters 

in the cities. With the urban immigrants came the large numbers of 

children who flooded the educational system. While the rural schools 

usually remained ungraded, the urban children were organized into eight 

elementary grades and four grades of high school. By 1900, every state 

had laws requiring children to attend school, either public or private. 

This was, in part, a response to keep children from roaming the street 

in gangs or taking away potential jobs from adults. 

It was not until 1874, that the Michigan Supreme Court decision 

upheld the Kalamazoo District's power to levy taxes in support of the 

local high school. With this legal decision, high schools increased 

dramatically in number during the 1890's. 

During the 1870's, Francis W. Parker of Quincy, Massachusetts, 

introduced a new theory on education. Galled the Father of Progressive 

Education,' Parker emphasized understanding rather than memorizing, and 

informality rather than discipline. 

The concept of consolidated schools, which originated from the 

east coast, began to spread west to other states. Indiana, in 1889, 

is credited as being the first state in the Midwest to consolidate. 

Iowa followed in 1897, with a consolidated school located at Buffalo 

Center. Nation-wide, between 1910 to 1920, the movement spread rapidly 

with the closing of 65,000 districts as the result of consolidation. 

Another leader in education, Dr. John Dewey, believed that each 



school should be a community in itself. He thought that students by 

membership and participation in their "community" would have a better 

perspective with the larger society into which they would emerge. His 

view of the school system was adopted by opponents of consolidation. 

They were basically rural in nature and resented any action which 

resulted in their loss of local supervision. 

Along with the ideas of progressive education, school consolidation 

was gaining strength because expanded facilities encouraged a wider 

range of elective courses. After 1910, the grading pattern of the 

schools was changed to six elementary years, two or three junior high 

years, and three or four senior high years. As the years passed, the 

rural schools decreased with advances in transportation, state-federal 

aid, and innovations in the field of education. 

The history of Iowa education pre-dates the settlement of the state. 

Public support of education came into existence with the Land Ordinance 

of 1785. The Ordinance stated that the sixteenth section of each town

ship should be reserved for the maintenance of public schools. The 

Ordinance of 1787 further stated that "Religion, morality and knowledge, 

being necessary to good government and the happiness of namkind, schools, 

and the means of education shall forever be encouraged. " 

Between the years of 1827 to 1833, the Territory of Michigan enacted 

laws for the organization of school districts, the employment of teachers, 

the levy of taxes for the erection of school buildings, and the creation 

of school trustees to manage the school grounds. 

As with most frontiers, Iowa's social issues were based upon a local 

community level. The school in Iowa's early history remained the product 



of the initiative of each community. Schools were usually established 

prior to the provision of public systems. Many schools initially 

were located in homes in the neighborhoods. The first schoolhouses 

were cooperative efforts and not paid for by local taxation. Many 

of the early schoolhouses also served as churches and meeting halls. 

The primary faults of pioneer schools were the lack of uniformity of 

rural schools and the local, sometimes political, control of the 

system. 

Govenor Robert Lucas, along with the First Legislative Assembly, 

passed a law which allowed the right of free education for ages four 

through twenty-one years. The law created the congressional township 

as the smallest educational unit, which was responsible for elections 

of district officers who would govern their schools. The taxation was 

not to exceed five mills on the assessed value of the property in the 

district or no more than ten dollars a year for any one person. This 

law was shortly followed by the Leguslative Assembly Act in 1840, 

which adopted the Michigan School Law. This act allowed townships to 

divide into as many districts as necessary. The townships, rather than 

the county, was to be held accountable in creating school districts 

and the creation of three school inspectors to supervise each township. 

By 1841, the Legislative Assembly enacted a law creating the 

position of Iowa Superintendent of Public Instruction. In the fall of 

1841, the United States government gave grants to each state of 500,000 

acres of public lands for "internal improvements." In 1845, the United 

States Congress, in accordance with the Ordinance of 1785, specifically 

ordered that every section sixteen in each township in Iowa shall be 

used for school purposes. The Legislative Assembly in 1853, created 



the "rate bill" which stipulated that parents pay in proportion to the 

number of children sent to school. According to the Iowa Constitution 

adopted in 1846, a share of. the 1841 federal grant was to he used 

"to the support of common schools throughout the state." 

The state of Iowa followed the recommendation from Horace Mann, 

in 1858, when a law. was created to make the township the legal school 

unit in Iowa. Prior to this date, Iowa had used the independent district 

as the basis of school organization. The townships were usually divided 

in as many subdistricts as necessary. Each of these subdistricts 

elected a director to supervise their school and to serve along with 

other directors on the township board. Opponents of the township school 

districts kept lobbying the Assembly until 1872 when the law was 

restored to allow local citizens to vote on the issue of organizing 

independent districts. 

The position of county superintendent was created in 1858. This 

position was to be used as a bridge between the state superintendent 

and the district school boards. The county superintendent was also in 

charge of the certification and supervision of the teachers in his 

county. He was the administrator who gave direction and instruction 

to the local school officials and teachers. The county superintendent 

was required to Inspect every school twice a year to determine competency 

of the teacher and physical condition of the facility. 

By the 1890's, educators became concerned with the gap developing 

between the standards of city schools and rural schools. Although 

the problem was caused by forces beyond the control of the rural 

population, many of these people heightened the situation by opposing 



any regulations which weakened their self-control of the schools. Macy 

Campbell, head of rural education at Iowa State Teachers College 

(1913-1927) remarked, "Steel farming machinery and modern farm practice 

killed the rural school," Part of the "blame for the rural demise 

was the growth of the urban industrial centers which required a constant 

labor supply. While, at the same time, technological revolutions in 

farming methods created a surplus of cheap labor for the cities. The 

advent of modern transportation and communication systems accelerated 

the already serious crisis. 

In rural areas of Iowa, the concept of consolidated schools was 

being put into practice by the end of the nineteenth century. Con

solidated schools offered: a larger financial support base, a larger 

student body, a broad range of subjects, improved teachers' salaries, 

up-graded working conditions, and more similarities to the city schools. 

It was hoped that consolidated schools would make rural life more 

attractive and stem the migration of youths to the cities. The schools 

could also be Ideal sites for community centers for meetings and 

entertainment. Statistics reveal that the Iowa rural population 

decreased 115,000 between 1900 and 1910, and that enrollment in country 

schools dropped by 60,000. By the beginning of 1910, one quarter of 

the Iowa rural schools had an attendance of ten students or less. 

In 1897, the Iowa Legislature approved a code which allowed for 

public support of transportation costs for bussing students. This would 

be a key law for the future of school consolidation. The first consolidated 

school was created in 1897, in Buffalo Township, Winnebago County. 

The farmers and area residents succeeded in making the whole township 



an independent school district. To encourage consolidation, the 

Legislature passed a law which permitted residents of sixteen or more 

contiguous sections to he consolidated if one-third of the public 

voters passed such an act. With the county superintendent's approval, 

the residents could form a consolidated district. 

By 1910, twenty consolidated schools had heen formed from 108 

discontinued schools, leaving 12, 503 rural schools remaining in 

operation. The state, in 1913, provided aid for the creation of 

vocational and industrial arts classes as a means of encouraging 

consolidation. Consolidated schools, between 1913 and 1916, were 

being formed at a rate of fifty schools per year. Due to the outbreak 

of World War I and the passage of a state bill opposing consolidation, 

the movement came to a halt. 

In 1919, the 1917 Act was amended and the post war economic boom 

created a "Golden Age" for consolidation. With the rapid advance in 

consolidat ion, the need for planned development became apparent. 

Matters to be considered included: logical units for geographical 

distrubutions, reasonable estimates of future enrollments, taxable 

amounts of available wealth, and inclusions of cohesive community 

units. However, even with all of these problems, no district that 

erected a consolidated school ever voted to return to the one-room 

schools. 

The death blow that hit the consolidation movement occurred in 

late 1921. The organization of new districts did not resume for a 

quarter of a century. The principle reason for the halt was the poor 

rural economy of the 1920's and 1930's. The burden of support fell 



too heavily upon the farmers where districts included both rural and 

urban factions. The rural farm price recession of the 1920's was 

over-shadowed by the Depression of 1930. Even the number of consolidated 

schools dropped from 439 in 1921 to 385 schools in 1926. Many of these 

schools, however, were only in the planning stage of development. 

Between 1922 and 1945, educators utilized their time by studying 

alternatives to improve school consolidation. Their findings included 

the need of greater state aid and the reorganization of districts. 

In 1945, the Legislature passed the Supplemental Aid Act, as well as 

the School Transportation Act. The latter act was to reimburse school 

districts for transportation costs. At this time, the Legislature also 

passed the Agricultural Land Tax Credit Act, which was intended to 

protect farm owners from being excessively taxed for school purposes. 

The Legislature also passed, in 1945, a school district reorganization 

law which authorized county-wide planning of school re-districting. 

The Legislative Assembly amended the 1945 act to Impose a 

moratorium on all school districts until June, 1953. They also created 

elective county boards of education, who in turn, appointed their 

county superintendents. Since 1953, few consolidated districts were 

formed as they were being replaced with community districts. 

In Winneshiek County the school reorganization occurred in the 

late 1950's. The last school year for rural districts was 1959-1960. 

Bussing permitted schools in townships to have limited grade levels. 

Within the county, four community school districts emerged — Decorah, 

North Winneshiek, South Winneshiek, and Turkey Valley. 

It appears likely that the late beginning for school reorganization 

in Winneshiek County may explain the reason for the large number of 



rural school structures found in the county. With the last rural school 

year occurring about 26 years ago, this shortness of time has allowed 

the majority of these schools'to survive. 

The survey used as its basis for research a plat of the county 

from 1933 ( see Appendix A). The county superintendent, Charles Stoen, 

kept the plat with the schoolhouses marked in his travels to the 

sites (see Appendix B). Initial research revealed that, of the schools 

closed prior to 1933, nearly all were razed and historic photographs 

would he needed for them to he pictorially included in the survey. 

In the mid-1930's, there were 145 schoolhouses in use. By 1960, the 

last rural school, only twenty-four schools were in operation. 

The research design for the project called for two sets of Iowa 

State Inventory forms, photographs, and maps to he prepared for each 

site. The project was expanded into three divisions of research: 

schools on their original sites, schools removed from their original 

sites, and oral Interviews of teachers who taught in these rural schools. 

Jarla Clauson, former Elementary Supervisor out of the County Super

intendent's Office, acted as the liason person In arranging the meeting 

of nineteen former rural school teachers. I provided the questionaire 

(see Appendix C) and assisted with the typed transcriptions of the 

interviews. 

The Winneshiek County Historical Society co-sponsored the survey 

of rural schools in Winneshiek County with the Iowa Office of Historic 

Preservation. The project was divided into two sessions of approximately 

eleven weeks during the spring of 1985 and 1986. Appendix D reveals 

the results of the survey: fifty-five sites were found on their 



original locations, thirty-five schoolhouses were moved to other 

locations, and fifty-five sites which had been razed. 

The survey for schools located on their original sites occurred 

in the spring of 1985. Fifty-five structures were found in seventeen 

out of twenty townships in the county (see Appendix E), The areas 

with the highest concentrations of schools on their original sites 

were Pleasant, Bloomfield, and Decorah Townships (see Appendix F). 

Pleasant Township is the only township in the county that has all of 

its schools still in existence. Eight schools are on their original 

sites with two additional "buildings removed from their original locations. 

The majority of the relocated schools were moved short distances 

to their present sites (see Appendix G). Appendix "H" shows that 

Madison, Lincoln, Jackson, and Glenwood Townships had the largest 

number of schools which were relocated. Of the schools which were moved 

greater distances, over ten miles, the majority were readapted as 

residences. Out of the thirty-five removed schools, only four were 

relocated outside the county. This includes: two schools moved into 

Cresco, Iowa, in Howard County; one building moved near Jerico, Iowa, 

in Chickasaw County; and one structure moved to Fillmore County, 

Minnesota. 

Appendix "I" illustrates the adaptive use of existing schoolhouses 

which are located on their original sites. Of the existing fifty-five 

sites, twenty are vacant, sixteen are residences, six serve as town 

halls, ten are farm outbuildings, two are listed on the National 

Register and one serves as a church. It is interesting to note the 

small numher of former schools that are now vacant. These are likely 

targets for destruction and, therefore, the most endangered group. 



The adaptive use of existing schools which have been removed from 

their original locations can he seen in appendix "J." It reveals 

only two schools out of thirty-five which are presently vacant. Of 

the remaining sites, ten are homes, nine are shop/garages, five are 

grainaries, five are livestock outbuildings, three serve as storage 

facilities, and two are businesses. An interesting aspect in the 

survey was the high number of these buildings which were converted 

into residences. 

The survey allowed the Society to compile information on the 

building fabrics of all the existing schools. The survey found 

seventy-two frame, seven brick, five stucco, and three cement block 

structures. Thirty-five of these seventy-two frame schools were re

located schoolhouses. Pleasant Township, which retains all of its 

sites, also has the greatest mixture of building construction in the 

county. Pleasant Township has three frame, three brick, two stone, 

one stucco, and one cement block in existence today. 

The survey found eighteen roof design variations within the school-

houses in Winneshiek County. By far, the most common roof style is 

the gable roof. The earliest schools were originally found in 

neighborhood homes. After a few years, the residents of a community 

would jointly build a local schoolhouse for their children. Most of 

these early schools were log with a few made of stone. The appearance 

of the clipped gable roof appears to have been utilized between 1900 

and 1920. The hip and hip-with-ridge types appear around the 1920's. 

Few hip roof schools were constructed due to the fact that they would 

have to be square in- size. By the mid-1920's, the gable roof was 



replaced by the hip-with-ridge style. This permitted the form of the 

schoolhouse to remain in the traditional rectangular form. 

The window arrangement for early rural schoolhouses had two to 

four sets of windows on opposing walls, used for cross lighting. By 

the early 1920's, the state superintendent's office had issued new 

standards which endorsed the use of a hand of windows on only one 

elevation. It had been determined that cross lighting was harmful to 

the pupils eyes. The Pot Hollow School, Canoe District No. 1, is a 

small gable roof frame structure with a band of windows on the north 

elevation. The school was built in 1919, and incorporates the old 

gable roof style along with the. innovative band of windows. The Rotvold 

School, Hesper District No. 2, which was built in 1926, had the hip-with-

ridge roof style but still retained the old window arrangement. 

The introduction of the Bungalow style schools appears to have 

occurred in Winneshiek County around 1920. Most of these schools were of 

the hip and hip-with-ridge roof construction. Typically, these schools 

had column supports for the porch or attic overhang. 

The last three schools which were constructed in Winneshiek County 

are: Canoe No. 3, Canoe No. 5» and Pleasant No. 1. These could be 

architecturally classed in the international stype. These schools were 

similar in their cube-like form, flat roof,-avoidance of applied surface 

decoration, and emphasis on volume or space enclosed by thin planes and 

surfaces. Built in 1946-47, these schools featured cement block walls, 

poured concrete basements, automatic oil furnaces, indoor toilets, 

electric lights, and modern kitchens. C.C. Altfillisch of Decorah was 

the architect who drew the plans for these structures. Harold Tank of 

Lawler, Iowa, was the general contractor. All of these schools exist, 



but two have had extensive renovation when made into residences. The 

third structure has been converted into a church and has had minimal 

alterations. 

Included in the appendices are three pages of school designs. 

There are eighteen designs of which fourteen are of gable roof con

struction. The survey uncovered a majority of schools which had the 

traditional gable roof style. From the earliest log schools, through 

the later brick and frame structures, the roof style was gable. Only 

with the advent of the Bungalow style in the 1920's did the roof style 

change to the hip or hip-with-ridge style. This style continued up 

to the early 1940's when the International style with its flat roof 

became popular. 

The common roof arrangement did not include a bell tower. Approximately 

ten schools had bell towers out of the total of ninety schools surveyed 

for this project. The position of the chimney differed from one of 

two locations. It was either at the peak of the gable roof opposite 

the entry or situated along the interior partition wall of the school. 

It appears that the earlier schools had internal stepped brick chimneys, 

while later ones originated in the basement or ground level of the 

school. 

Although it appears often in my research, the use of a two door 

entry did not become a common style in Winneshiek County. Included in 

the appendices are three pages of exerpts on eight early rural schools 

in the county. Three of these statements make reference to the two door 

entry, one used by the boys and one used by the girls. This style was 

in use during the earlier days of school construction. The last school 

built with this design occurred in the early 1870's. The survey 



discovered the existence of one school of this design, Lincoln No. 6 

(see floorplan E). The school has "been moved a quarter of a mile from 

its original site and is presently used as a corn storage shed. This 

schoolhouse is the only building which may -warrant further consideration 

for National Register status. 

The earliest schools did not have a cloak room either internally 

or externally attached to the main structure. This may have resulted 

from the fact that early schools were patterned after the homes in the 

communities. A number of schools in the 1860's to 1870's added a small 

shed addition to the entry area which served as the cloak room. By 

1890, schools were being constructed with an internal entry hallway 

leading into the main classrooms. About two-thirds of these schools 

had basement stairs located in a corner of the hallway. Many of the 

early schools did not have basements, but basements were later added 

to house furnaces. Unfortunately, in many cases, this has resulted in 

structural damage to the foundations of these buildings. 

One characteristic which remained with rural schools until the 

1940's was the location of the entry door. All such doors remained on 

the gable end of the buildings. Continuing through the Bungalow style, 

the doors remained on the shorter length of the walls (see school design 

M). The International style, with its cube shape, switched the door 

location to the longer side walls. The survey also revealed that only 

a few schoolhouses had more than one door exit. The second entry appears 

to have been used either as a woodshed or access to the basement of 

the schoolhouse. 

The final section of the appendices deals with three pages of 

* * • 



floorplans on the rural schoolhouses in Winneshiek County. The most 

common variations of these are illustrated by letters A, B, D, and H. 

Of the eighteen floorplans, the first thirteen are of gable roof 

construction. Letters N, O, P, and Q deal with variations of the hip-

with-ridge roof designs. The letter R deals with the floorplan of an 

International style school. Only two of the illustrations have full 

width additions, which were later attachments to the original school-

houses. Variations of additions include the entry, half, and two-thirds 

width sizes for these structures. Only one schoolhouse in the survey 

had stove pipes for the heating unit. 

All of the Bungalow style schoolhouses had internal accesses to 

their basements, which housed the furnaces and provided an alternative 

recreational area to the playground. The basic floorplan for rural 

schoolhouses in Winneshiek County remained consistently rectangular 

in form, a few Bungalow style schoolhouses were square in size. In 

the early school days this was due to the necessary space for a hallway 

(see floorplan sheets). The recent schoolhouses needed additional 

floor space for bathrooms, coat rooms, and kitchens. 

The allowance for light may have played a key role in determining 

the width of the structure. From the measurements, it appears that 

the formula was consistently in the range of 18' to 24' widths and 

28' to 32' lengths for the schools up to the 1920's. The Bungalow 

style schoolhouse with its hip-with-ridge roof changed the formula 

to a form of a less rectangular nature. The limited existence of 

hip roof structures supports the theory that the preference was for 

a continued rectangular shape. The ridge portion of the hip roof 



provided the additional lengths needed for rectangular buildings. 

In conclusion, the survey uncovered the existence of ninety school-

houses in Winneshiek County. The primary reason for these relatively 

high numbers of existing schools is tied directly to the farm economy. 

A secondary reason may he due to the resistance of change which was 

common in the rural areas of Iowa. The key year for Iowa education 

reform was 1945. when the government became active in providing state 

aid for the reorganization of the school districts in Iowa. With the 

continual expansion of state aid, the independency of the local school 

districts was slowly eroded away. The centralization of Iowa schools 

resulted from the rapid expansion in the areas of urbanization, technology, 

transportation, and communications. 

Rural schoolhouses as a symbol of a social institution have become 

vanishing relics of our landscape. While a majority of these structures 

have been put to adaptive uses, there are others which are endangered 

and warrant investigation. It has been twenty-six years since these 

schools echoed the voices of pupils and teachers. With the passage of 

time, these rural monuments of education are becoming distantly removed 

from the minds of the communities' population. The early rural school-

houses, examples of a physical extension from the minds of the pioneers, 

have become an anachronism in our present soeiety. 



Recommendations for Future Research 

The recommendations for future research would involve obtaining oral 

histories from former rural school teachers, collecting old photographs 

of rural schoolhouses, and gathering additional data on existing sites. 

The survey of rural schoolhouses in Winneshiek County will be a valuable 

resource tool for future researchers who would need detailed information 

and photographs regarding the rural one-room school. I believe that this 

project which deals with thirty-five moved sites, along with the previous 

survey of fifty-five sites on their original locations, reflects the 

development, transition, and decline of a once major social institution. 

The rural one-room schoolhouses are endangered structures rapidly vanish

ing from our country's landscape. These buildings were once significant 

due to their contribution towards education in our local, state, and 

national histories. The buildings' architecture reflected the universal 

values of providing a good education for their children. The majority 

of rural school architecture is vernacular in nature and transcends the 

boundaries of ethnic groups and geography. The recording of these visible 

remnants of our rural educational legacy are essential even though the 

structures themselves may not be associated with an important event or 

person, or display distinctive artistic architecture. 

The rather large number of existing schools in Winneshiek County could 

be treated as a potential thematic nomination. There are few counties in 

Iowa which have retained their schoolhouses; and, therefore, they have 



lost forever the rich social history in the early development of communities. 

Winneshiek County could raise the level of public awareness (especially 

schoolhouse owners) on the need to maintain and protect these sites. The 

survey has uncovered two schoolhouse owners who would like to give the 
i 

structures to the local historical society, county conservation board, or 

other related group. A couple of owners are interested in seeking additional 

information regarding National Register status. 

The evaluation of this survey indicated one moved schoolhouse which 

may need additional research to sufficiently document its significance. 

The unusual two-door entry, one for boys and the other for girls, is the 

only one of its design and style which has survived over the years. The 

ornamental carpentry woodwork has remained intact. It was necessary to move 

this schoolhouse to prevent its destruction. The Winneshiek County Historic 

Preservation Commission intends to continue the research and possible 

nomination of this structure for possible state review. 

The interest generated by this survey has created the potential for 

this project to be continued as an ongoing research program. 
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NAMES OF THE WINNESHIEK COUNTY RURAL SCHOOLS ca. 1933 - 1945 

Bloomfield Township 
Dist. 1 - Pleasant Ridge 

3 - Oak Hill 
5 - Moneek 
6 - Knudsvig 
7 - Crossroads 
8 - Mundt 
10 - Blumhagen 

Bluffton Township 
Dist. 1 - Bluffton 

2 - Casey 
3 - McCaffrey 
h - Sexton 
5 - Henry 
6 - Moore 
7 - Bruening 

Calmar Township 
Dist. 1 - Lee 

2 - Phillips 
6 - Conover 

Canoe Township 
Dist. 1 - Headington 

2 - Brick 
3 - Springwater 
4 - Johnson 
5 - Willson 
6 - Knoke 
7 - Sharp 
8 - White 
9 - Turner 

Decorah Township 
Dist. 2 - Guttormson 

3 - Moore 
5 - Clay Hill 
6 - Hamre 
7 - Hjelle 
8 - Ronglien 
9 - Viste 
10 - Blout 

Glenwood Township 
Dist. 1 - Ryan - West or Irish Ridge 

2 - Drake 
3 - Baker 
4 - Rocksvold 
5 - Lee 
6 - Lynne (Aschim) 
7 - Sheggrud 
8 - Renaas - Lake View 

Highland Township 
Dist. 1 - Roosevelt 

2 - Rock Spring - Kjome 
3 - Grindeland 
4 - Exe 
5 _ Sacquitne 

Jackson Township 
D i s t . 1 - Herold 

2 - Jack 
3 - Wichman 
5 - Bakula 
6 - Navan(Vrzak) 
7 - Holub(Bouska) 
8 - Hageman 
9 - Jackson Junction 

Lincoln Township 
Dist. 1 - Hovden 

2 - Beucher 
3 - Lincoln Valley 
4 - Pleasant View 
5 - Wemark 
6 - Haga 

Madison Township 
D i s t . 1 - Horgen 

2 - Tollefson 
3 - Gilbertson 
k - Knutson 
5 - Wagner 
6 - Drew 
7 - White H i l l ( D i b b s ) 
8 - Frana 

O r l e a n s Township 
D i s t . 1 - Horn 

2 - Morgan 
3 - Steinmetz 
4 - Morton 
5 - Hovey(Linderbaum) 
6 - Libbey 
7 - Pollet 

APPENDIX B 
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Pleasant Township 
D i s t . 1 - Bigler 

2 - Leidahl 
3 - Locust 
4 - Pleasant View(Matter) 
5 - Pleasant Valley 
6 - Daubney 
7 - Paulson 
8 - Sattre 
9 - Richards 
10 - Larson 

Springfield Township 
Dist. 1 - Red Oak 

2 - Broghammer 
3 - Lee 
4 - Knutson 
5 - Nerlie(Woodside) 
6 - Nordness 

Sumner Township 
Dist. 1 - Anderson 

2 - Herold 
4 - Huber 
5 - Polansky 
6 - Bouska 

Burr Oak Township 
Dist. 1 - Rollins 

2 - Snell 
3 - Gossman 
4- - Cold Water 
6 - Underbakke 
7 - McCabe 
8 - Lost Nation 

Frankville Township 
Dist. 2 - Pagan 

3 - McKay 
4- - Birdsell 
5 - Centennial 
6 - Hyde 
7 - Bakke 
8 - Monson 

Fremont Township 
Dist. 1 - Plymouth Rock 

2 - Kendallville 
3 - Lybbert 
4 - Johnson 
5 - Webb 
6 - Todd 
7 - Easier 

Hesper Township 
Dist. 2 - Rotvold 

3 - Kenyon 
4 - Van Vliet 
5 - Darrington 
6 - Chase 

Military Township 
Dist. 4 - Collins 

5 - Stavanger(Rogness) 
6 - Nesvik 

Freeport Independent 
Decorah No. 4 

Hesper Village 
Hesper No. 1 

Burr Oak Village 
Burr Oak No. 5 

Frankville Village 
Frankville No. 1 



QUESTIONS REGARDING THE WINNESHIEK COUNTY RURAL SCHOOLHOUSE SURVEY 

1) Please give your name and address. 

2) Briefly state information on your family history and where they 
settled in the County. 

3) Are there any memories that you have about your youthful school days? 

4) Could you tell about how you got into teaching? 

5) You could you state where and what dates you taught school? 

6) Could you give a description of each school which you taught at -
was it frame, brick and stone; did have a basement} what was your 
lighting source; what was your heating source; where did you get 
your water supply; etc... 

7) Please decribe your school routine for the day. 

8) Describe any special events the school would have each year. 

9) If you taught in both rural and town schools, what were the major 
differences and adjustments. 

10) What do you personally believe were the good points of the rural 
school education? What have we lost by the closing of the one-room 
school. 

If possible, could you write a brief one or two page summary of 
your school days and your experiences. You may use the above 
questions as a guide. 

APPENDIX C 
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PRESENT CONDITIONS OF RURAL SCHOOLHOUSES IN WINNESHIEK COUNTY Spring 1986 

(1933 List) 
TOWNSHIP ORIGINAL SITE MOVED RAZED 

Bloomfield(lO) 6 0 4 

Bluffton(7) 2 2 3 

Burr 0ak(8) 3 2 3 

Calmar(6) 4 1 1 

Canoe(9) 3 1 5 

Decorah(9) 5 2 2 

Frankville(8) 4 1 3 

Fremont(7) 2 2 3 

Glenwood(8) 2 3 3 

Hesper(6) 0 2 4 

Highland(6) 1 2 3 

Jackson(8) 2 3 3 

Lincoln(6) 0 3 3 

Madison(8) 3 5 0 

Military(5) 1 1 3 

Orleans(7) 1 3 3 

Pleasant(10) 8 2 0 

Springfield(7) 4 0 3 

Sumner(6) 4 0 2 

Washington(4) 0 0 4 

TOTALS:(145) 55 35 55 

APPENDIX D 

Winn. Co. School Survey 



APPEND IX E 

Winn. Co. School Survey 

Schoolhouses located on their original sites: Spring 1985 

Bloomfield Twp. 

No. 2 - Castalia 
No. 3 - Oak Hill 
No. 5 - Moneek 

* No. 7 - Crossroads/Pebble Dash 
No. 9 - Dahm s 
No. 10 - Blumhagen 

Bluff ton Tvrp. 

No. 1 - Bluffton 
No. 2 - Casey 

Burr Oak Twp. 

No. 4 - Cold Water 
* No. 5 ~ Village 

No. 8 - Lost Nation 

Calmar Twp. No. 1 - Lee 

No. ? - Village(Spillville) 
* No. 5 - Ryant 

No. 6 - Conover 

Canoe Twp. 

* No. 3 _ Springwater 
No. 5 _ Willson 

No. 6 - Knoke 

Decorah Twp. 

No. 2 - Guttormson 
No. 4 - Freeport 
No. 6 - Hamre 
No. 7 - Hjelle 
No. 9 - Viste 

Frankville Twp. 
No. 1 - Frankville 

No. 4 - Birdsell 
* No. 6 - Hyde 

No. 7 - Bakke 
Fremont Twp. 

No. 2 - Kendallville 

No. 5 - Webb 

Glenwood Twp. 

No. 2 - Drake 
No. 5 - Lee 

Highland Twp. 

No. ? - Village 

Jackson Twp. 

No. 8 - Hageman 
No. 9 - Jackson Junction 

Lincoln Twp. 

NONE 

Madison Twp. 

No. 4 - Knutson 
No. 5 _ Bergan 

No. 7 - Dibbs/White Hill 

Military Twp. 

No. 7 - Massman/Meyer 

Orleans Twp. 

No. 2 - Morgan 

Pleasant Twp. 
No. 1 - Bigler 
No. 2 - Leidahl 
No. 3 _ Locust 
No. 4 - Pleasant View/Matter 
No. 5 _ Pleasant Valley 
No. 6 - Daubney 
No. 7 - Paulson 
No. 8 - Sattre 

Springfield Twp. 

* No. 1 - Red Oak 
No. 2 - Broghammer 
No. 3 _ Bee 

* No. 6 - Nordness 

Sumner Twp. 

No. 1 - Anderson 
No. 2 - Herold 
No. 3 ~ Praska 
No. 5 - Polansky 

Washington Twp. 

NONE 

Hesper Twp. 
NONE 

* The above schoolhouses are listed in the spring 1931. Public Opinion 
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Schoolhouses which have "been removed from t h e i r o r i g i n a l s i t e s 

Spr ing 1986 

B l u f f t o n Twp. 

No. 6 - Moore 
No. 7 - Bruen ing 

Burr Oak Two. 

No. 2 - S n e l l 

No. 6 - Underbakke 

Cairnar Twp. 

No. 2 - Phillips 

Canoe Twp. 

No. 1 - Headington 

Decorah Twp. 

No. 5 - Clay Hill 
No. 8 - Bruvold 

Frankville Twp. 

No. 3 _ Mc Kay 

Fremont Twp. 

No. 1 - Plymouth 
No. 4 - Johnson 

Glenwood Twp. 

No. 1 - Ryan 
No. 3 - Baker 
No. 4 - Rocksvold 

Hesper Twp. 

No. 2 - Rotvold 
No. 3 - Kenyon 

Highland Twp. 

No. 2 - Kjome 
No. 5 ~ Sacquitne 

Jackson Twp. 

No. 5 - Bakula 
No. 6 - Navan 
No. ? - Holuh 

Lincoln Twp. 

No. 3 _ Lincoln Valley 
No. 5 - Wemark 
No. 6 - Haga 

Madison Twp. 

No. 1 - Horgen 
No. 2 - Tollefson 
No. 3 ~ Gilbertson 
No. 6 - Drew 
No. 8 - Forester 

Military Twp. 

No. 5 - Stavanger 

Orleans Twp. 

No. 3 - Steinmetz 
No. 4 - Morton 
No. 5 - Hovey 

Pleasant Twp. 

No. 9 - Richards 
No. 10 - Larson 

APPENDIX H 
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Adaptive Uses For Existing Schoolhouses Located On Their Original Sites 

FARM HISTORIC 
TOWNSHIPS VACANT HOUSES ' TOWN HALLS OUTBUILDINGS BUSINESS SITE 

B l o o m f i e l d ( 6 ) 

B l u f f t o n ( 2 ) 

B u r r Oak(3) 

Ca lmar (4 ) 

Canoe(2 ) 

Deco rah (5 ) 

Frankville(4) 

F r e m o n t ( 2 ) 

Glenwood(2) 

H i g h l a n d ( l ) 

J a c k s o n ( 2 ) 

Madison (3) 

M i l i t a r y ( l ) 

O r l e a n s ( l ) 

P l e a s a n t ( 8 ) 

S p r i n g f i e l d ( 4 ) 

Sumner(4) 

TOTALS 

2 

1 

1 

1 

0 

2 

1 

1 

1 

0 

0 

2 

1 

0 

3 
2 

1 

19 

3 
0 

0 

2 

1 

2 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

4 

2 

0 

16 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

6 

1 

0 

2 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

2 

10 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

2 

* Hesper, Lincoln and Washington townships do not have any-
existing schoolhouses still on their original sites. 
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Adaptive Uses For Schoolhouses Which Were Removed From Their Original Sites 

TOWNSHIPS 

B lu f f ton (2 ) 

Bur r 0ak(2) 

Calmar( l ) 

Canoe( l ) 

Decorah(2) 

F r a n k v i l l e ( l ) 

Fremont(2) 

Glenwood(3) 

Hesper (2) 

Highland(2) 

J ackson(3 ) 

L i n c o l n ( 3 ) 

Madison(5) 

M i l i t a x y ( l ) 

O r l e a n s ( 3 ) 

P l e a s a n t ( 2 ) 

TOTALS:(35) 

VACANT 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

HOUSES 

1 

1 

0 

.0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1(h) 

1 

1 

2 

0 

1 

1 

0 

10 

BUSINESS 

0 

0 
0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

LIVESTOCK 
OUTBUILDINGS 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

1(a) 
0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

5 

GRAINARY 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

5 

SHOP/ 
GARAGE 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

2 

0 

3 
0 

0 

0 

9 

STORAGE 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

3 

Bloomfield, Springfield, Sumner and Washington townships do not have any 
schoolhouses which have been removed. 
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18-B Decorah (Iowa) Journal Thurs., February 27, 1986 

Survey seeks rural school houses moved from original sites 
Historical society launches second phase of study of 145 schools 

By Jerry Johnson 

Winneshiek County historians this 
week begin the second part of a three-
year study of ru ra l schools. 

Funded by grants f rom Iowa Office of 
Historic Preservat ion and Winneshiek 
C o u n t y H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n 
Commission, the school house survey is 
compi l ing informat ion about the 145 
ru ra l schools that once operated, in the 
county. The study is headed by Steve 
Johnson of Decorah. 

Johnson , ass is tan t c u r a t o r of 
V c s t e r h e i m N o r w e g i a n - A m e r i c a n 
Museum. Monday said this year 's survey 
w i l l focus on ru ra l school buildings that 
have been moved f rom their or ig inal 
sites. 

"We have located and photographed 35 
schools that have been removed f rom 
their s i tes." Johnson said. "We' re now 
seeking addit ional information about 
those off-site schools." 

Last year the school house study 
centered on schools that st i l l stand on the 
original site. Af ter this year's study of 
schools moved off site, historians wi l l 
move to part three of the study: 
col lect ing informat ion about school 
houses that have been-razed and no 
longer exist. 

C o m p l e t e h i s t o r y of ru ra l s c h o o l s 
Goal of the study is compi lat ion of a 

complete history of the 1-tS rura l schools 
of Winneshiek County, Johnson said. 

In format ion gathered in the study is 
categorized and stored in the Winneshiek 
County Histor ical Society Archives. 
Those archieves are kept at Luther 
College's Preus L ib ra ry . 

Johnson said the project needs al l 

types of information about the schools: 
old pictures, personal remembrances, 
dates of operation, names of teachers 
and students, and any other pertinent 
in format ion. 

No public records exist for many of the 
old schools, Johnson S3id, so the success 
of the survey depends on contributions 
f rom former teachers, students, and 
other people who are fami l iar w i th the 
history of the school buildings and the 
people who attended them. 

Of special importance. Johnson said, 
are some basic facts about the off-site 
schools: 

•exact location of the building when it 
served as a rura l school. 

•date of construction. 
•date operation began and date 

operation ended. 
•date school bui lding was moved from 

or iginal site. 
•new location and use of building. 

T h i r t y - f i v e s c h o o l s 
Records f rom the f i rst year of the 

survey indicate 35 of the county's 145 
rura l schools have been moved off site 
and converted to some other use. 
Johnson said. 

F i f ty - f i ve of those ru ra l school 
buildings st i l l stand on their original 
sites, and 35 have been razed. 

"Get t ing information last year about 
the schools st i l l on their or iginal sites 
was probably the easiest part of the 
survey , " Johnson said. "The schools 
moved off site require more detective 
w o r k . " 

The survey has already collected 
informat ion about a few of those schools. 

One of the old school buildings has been 
moved out of state, Johnson said. I t was 

relocated to Lenora, M inn . , and is being 
used as a residence in an Amish 
commun i t y . 

Johnson said two schools have been 
moved into the town of Cresco, one 
converted to a residence and one being 
used as a garage. Another school 
bui ld ing moved f rom Winneshiek County 
to ru ra l Jer icho is now a residence. 

The former Wemark Lincoln No. 5 
school f rom Lincoln Township has been 
moved into Decorah, Johnson said. That 
school, now on East Street, has also been 
converted to a home. 

S c h o o l m a p , r e c o r d s 
A survey map of the county's 145 ru ra l 

schools was drawn wi th the help of 
Charles Stoen, county school supervisor 
f rom 193Gtol964. 

Stoen, histor ian E.J. Weigle, and 
Lu the r College technica l serv ices 
di rector Duane Fenstermann were 
inst rumenta l in developing the school 
house survey,Johnson said. 

Historians wi l l make two sets of 
records for each school house, Johnson 
said. One set wi l l be kept in the local 
history archives, and one set w i l l be sent 
to Iowa Office of Historic Preservat ion in 
Des Moines. Both sets of fi les wi l l be 
accessible to the public. 

Johnson said the records w i l l be 
valuable for many types of histor ical 
research. The schools are an important 
par t of the county's history, Johnson 
said, because they played an important 
role in the lives of the people and the 
development of the society. 

"There is a strong emotional tie to 
those ru ra l schools," Johnson said. "The 
survey has been successful because 
people have held on to that link wi th their 
past . " 

OLD RURAL school house converted lo residence is 
barely recognizable as a one-room school. The building 
now stands on East Street in Decorah. 



Glenwood Twp. District No. 1 Ryan School 



Significance (Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance 

• a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

• b. Contr ibut ing structure 

• c. Not el igible/ intrusion 

The frame hip roof with ridge structure has always had its primary 
elevation facing to the east. The group of four windows on the north elevation 

- indicates that the building is not over seventy years old. The style is of 
the Bungalow character with the use of the hip roof. The building is approximately 
20' by 28' in size. The building had a basement with the foundation made red 
tile. There were originally two windows on the west where two garage doors 
exist. The set of four windows faced the north with the blackboard, located 
on the south elevation(no windows). The entry door was centrally located 
with a window on either side of it. 

21. Historical Significance Theme(s) E d u c a t i o n 

• a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

• b. Contr ibut ing structure 

• c. Not el igible/ intrusion 

The schoolhouse was moved across the road and made into a garage. 
At a later date the building was turned into a goat shed. It appears 
that the building had a short entry hall into the main room with a 
small room the the either side. The present owner is Bert Marsden, Route 
3, Waukon, Iowa 52172. The legal description is T 98 N R 7 W Sec. 12 
NW of NE. 

22. Sources (for primary and secondary sources, give complete facts of publ icat ion: author, t i t le, place of publ icat ion, date, etc.): 

I n t e r v i e w with Donald Hanson i n Febraury, 1986 

Prepared hv Steven L. Johnson 0,,, February 27. 1986 
Address 306 Winnebago S t . Decorah, IA 52101 

Telephone _ 319-382-5852 
org3mr:,tir,n Winneshiek County H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n Commission 

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only 

1. Off ice Information Sources on this Property f j Review and Compl iance Project: 

• County Resource File 

• Windshie ld Survey n Other 

• National Register Q O t h e r . 

• Crants- ln-Aid: • O t h e r . 

• Determinat ion of Eligibility 

3. Photo Images 

2. Subject Traces 

a. 

b. 

c. 

d . 

e. 



/ -

Glenwood Twp. District No. 1 Ryan School 

O l C f n i l l C G n C © (Indicate sources of informat ion for all statements) " 

Si. Architectural significance 

• a. Kcv strut tu re ind iv idua l ly may qualify for the National Register 

^ • ^ Q [ n . Contr ibut ing strut lure 

• c. Not eligible intrusion 

The Ryan school has been moved from its original location and presently serves 

as an outbuilding for sheep. Due to its original condition, the integrity and 

design of this schoolhouse are high. Unfortunately this building is 

deteriorating. 

J1. Historical Significance Theme(s) . Education 

~j a Key strut ture. individual ly may qualify for the National Register 

X X ' ' ' ontr ihut ing strut ture 

• t . Not eligible intrusion 

Sources 'for primary and set ondarv sourt es, give t omplete facts of publ icat ion: author, t i t le, place of publ icat ion, date, etc.): 

Prepared b\ 

•Nddress 

(>rgani?ation 

.Date 

.Telephone 

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only 

I ()tf i t e Information Sourt es on this Property 
r_! C ounly Resourt i< File 

['] Windshield Survey 

n National Register 

f ] C ran ts - lnA id : . . . ..'. 

~~] Determinat ion of I l igihil i ly 

2. Sub|ei t I rat es 

• Review and Compliance Projett : 

• Other 

• " t h e r . 

• O t h e r . 

i. Photo Images 



Winn. Co. School Survey 
Glenwood No. 1 - Ryan 
Glenwood Twp. Sec. 12 







Glenwood Twp. District No. 3 - Baker 



Significance (Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance 

• a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

• b. Cont r ibut ing structure 

• c. Not el igible/ intrusion 

The frame gable roof schoolhouse has a slate roof. The "building 
had a basement with a stone foundation. The building originally faced 
the west with the four sets of windows facing north and south. The 
entry door is centrally located on the south elevation . The entry room 
has a window on both the south and north walls, while the other three 
sets of windows in the main room. When entering the building, the trap 
door for the basement stairs was located in the south west corner(right side). 
The blackboard was located on the east end of the building. The chimney 
was located centrally along the interior parition wall and went through the 
roof's peak. There were two interior doors, off centered, which led in to 
the main room. 

21. Historical Significance Theme(s) E d u c a t i o n 

• a. Key structure/ individual ly may qualify for the National Register 

• b. Contr ibut ing structure 

• c. Not el igible/ intrusion 

The present owners Mr. & Mrs. Milton Hove, Route 6, Decorah, Iowa 52101. 
The size of the building is 22'V by 28'4". The legal description is: 
T 98 N R 7 W Sec. 18 NE of SE. 

22. Sources (for primary and secondary sources, give complete facts of pub l ica t ion: author, t i t le , place of publ icat ion, date, etc.; 

In t e rv i ew with the Hoves in February, 1986. 

Prepared hv S t e v e n L . J o h n s o n .nate February. 28, 1986 
Address 306 Winnebago S t . Decorah, IA 52101 Telephone 319-382-5852 
Organization Winneshiek County H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n Commission 

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only 

1. Off ice Informat ion Sources on this Property 

• County Resource File 

• Windshie ld Survey 

• National Register 

• Grants- ln-Aid: 

• Determinat ion of Eligibility 

2. Subject Traces 

a. 

b. 

c. 

d. _ _ _ _ _ 

e. 

• Review and Compl iance Project: 

• O t h e r . 

G O t h e r . 

• O t h e r . 

3. Photo Images 



Glenwood Tl&p. District No. 3 Baker 

i f o rmat ion for all statements) Significance (Indie ate sources of inf 

JO Architectural significance 

Q a. Key st ructure indiv idual lv may qualify for the National Register 

^B lXXr> Cont r ibu t ing strut ture 

Q i . Not el igible intrusion 

Winneshiek County 

The Baker school has been moved from its original location and presently serves 

as a storage outbuilding. Due to its original condition, the integrity and 

design of this schoolhouse are high. 

J l Historical Significance Iheme(s) Education 
[""] a. Key structure individually may c|u.ilifv for the National Register 

X X b < on t r ibu l ing slnic tore 

[H c . Not el igible intrusion 

i i . Sources i for primary and sei onclarv scHlfl es, give complete facts of pub l i ta t i on : author, t i t le, place of publ icat ion, date, etc.) : 

Prepared by 

•\ddress 

< )rgani7ation 

Date 

. Telephone 

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only 

t (Mfic e Informat ion Sources on this Property 

~] County Resoure e File 

["] Windsh ie ld Survey 

!~] National Register 

• G ran t s l r vV id : . 

^ j Determinat ion of I l igihi l i tv 

-'. Sub|ec I Irac es 

• Review and Compliance Project: 

G O t h e r , 

n O t h e r . 

D O t h e r . 

i . Photo Images 



Winn. Co. School Survey 
Glenwood No. 3 - Baker 
Glenwood Twp. Sec. 21 







Glenwood Twp. District No. 4 - Rocksvold School 



Significance (Indicate sources of informat ion for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance 

• a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

• b. Cont r ibut ing structure 

• c. Not el igible/ intrusion 

. The frame gable roof schoolhouse originally faced to the west. 
It had a basement with a stone foundation. The building had a set of 
three windows on the north and south elevations. Originally, there 
had been a off-centered door to the left with a window off-set to the 
right. This entry door opened into the coat room. The chimney was located 
centrally in the partition wall with a door to either side of it. At the 
present site there no indication where the chimney went through the roof due 
to the fact that it has been re-shingled. The three elevations, north, south 
and east are in their original condition with the exception to the window 
on the present northeast corner which was made into a door. 

21. Historical Significance Theme(s) Educat ion 

• a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

• b. Cont r ibut ing structure 

• c. Not el igible/ intrusion 

The present owner moved the school from across the road(east) to 
the present site. John O'Hara is the present owner. The primary elevation 
has had extensive alterations done to it. He has installed a two stall 
garage doors on this elevation. The siding above it is not original. 
The new legal description is T 98 N R 7 W Sec. 14 SW of NW. 
The schoolhouse is 20'6" by 27'6" is size. 

22. Sources (for primary and secondary sources, give complete facts of publ icat ion: author, t i t le, place of publ icat ion, date, etc.): 

Interview with John O'Hara in February, 1986. 

Prepared hy Steven L. Johnson n a t p February 28 . 1986 
Address 306 Winnebago S t . Decorah, IA. 52101 .Telephone _ 319-382-58-32 
nrgani^tion Winneshiek County H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n Commission 

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only 

1. Off ice Informat ion Sources on this Property Q Review and Compliance Project: 

• County Resource File 

• Windshie ld Survey • O t h e r . 

• National Register • O t h e r . 

• Crants- ln-Aid: • O t h e r . 

• Determinat ion of Eligibility 

3. Photo Images 

2. Sub|ect Traces 

a. 

b. 

c. 

d. 

e. 



?!,-<?? rt7LL) 

Significance (Indie ate sources of in format ion for all statements) 

JM. Architectural significance 

G a. Kev structure individuallv mav qualify for the National Register 

iXb ( ont r ibut ing struc ture 

Q ( . Not eligible intrusion 

The Rocksvold school was moved from its original location. This structure 

presently serves as a garage. The integrity has been severely damaged by 

the introduction of a garage door on its primary elevation. The condition 

of this structure is good. 

l\. Historical Significance Iheme(s) . Education 

Q a. Kev structure individual lv mav qualify for the National Register 

X X h. C ont r ibu l ing struc ture 

Q c . Not eligible intrusion 

11. Sources dor primary and sec ondarv sources, give c omplete fac ts of public at ion: author, t i t le, place of publ icat ion, date, etc.): 

Prepared h\ 

•Vldress 

' Irgani^ation 

Date 

.Telephone 

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only 

I ( (tfic e Information Souri I'S m i this Property 
I 

"] ( ounty Resourc e File 

' " ] Windshie ld Survey 

' ] National Register 

[~] ( i rants- ln-Aid: . . 

~2 Determinat ion ot legibi l i ty 

J Sub|e< t I rac es 

-> 

• Review and Compliance Projet t : 

f j Other 

• Other 

D O t h e r . 

i . Photo Images 

d . 



Winn. Co. School Survey 
Glenwood No. 4 - Rocksvold 
Glenwood Twp. Sec. 14 







Hesper Twp. District No. 2 - Rotvold 



Significance (Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance 

• a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

• b. Contr ibut ing structure 

• c. Not el igible/ intrusion 

The first Rotvold school is a small(20' x 2^)frame with gable roof 
structure. The building has a metal roof with no indication of the chimney 
location. The building faced to the south with a central door. The east and 
west elevations have two windows with the north wall solid. The structure had 
a gable roof addition centrally located on the south side. Indications appear 
that the building had a internal entry room which was about four or five feet 
in depth. 

The second school is a frame hip with ridge roof. The entry was in the south 
elevation with a open stoop. A window is located on either side of the door. 
When entering, there were a room on either side of the short hallway. The one 
on the right was divided into a area for the basement stairs and closet. There 
are a set of four windows on the east and west elevations. The north wall was solid. 

21. Historical Significance Theme(s) E d u c a t i o n 

• a. Key structure/ individual ly mav qualify for the National Register 

• b. Contr ibut ing structure 

• c. Not el igible/ intrusion 

The second school had a cement block basement with the stairs in the 
southeast corner. The building is 2V by 3^' in size. 

Lloyd Hanson is the owner of the first school and his address is: 
Route k, Decorah, Iowa 52101. Legal description is T 100 N R 8 W Sec. 26 
SW of Ne. Even Boe is the owner of the second school and his address is 
Route 4, Decorah, Iowa 52101. The legal address is: T 99 N R 7 W Sec. 10 
SW of NE. This is the only site which has both of its structures still in 
existence. 

22. Sources (for primary and secondary sources, give complete facts of publ icat ion: author, t i t le, place of publ icat ion, date, etc.): 

I n t e r v i e w with Lloyd Hanson and Even Boe i n February, 1986. 

Prepared hv Steven L. Johnson n*te February 28, 1986 
Address 306 Winnebago S t . Decorah Iowa 52101 Telephone 319-382-5852 
Organization Winneshiek County H i s t o r i c P re se rva t i on Commission 

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only 

I . Off ice Information Sources on this Property 

• County Resource File 

• Windshield Survey 

• National Register 

• Crants- ln-Aid: 

• Determinat ion of Eligibility 

2. Sub|ect Traces 

a. 

b. 
c. 

d . 

e. 

• Review and Compliance Project: 

• O t h e r . 

• O t h e r . 

• O t h e r . 

3. Photo Images 
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Significance (Indie ate sources of informat ion for ail statements) 

•Ml Architectural significance 

P] a. key st ructure indiv idual lv may qualify for the National Register 

£h. Cont r ibut ing structure 

n < - Not eligible intrusion 

The Rotvold schools are unique as both the first and second generation one-room 

schoolhouses currently exist. While the original school has been converted into 

a hog house, the more recent school serves as a residence. Overall, the integrity 

and design of both structures are good. Unfortunately, the original schoolhouse 

is in deteriorating condition. 

Iheme(s) . Historical Significance 

f l a. Key strue ture individual ly may qualify for the National Register 

X X ' ' ( on l r i hu l i ng strue lure 

f l (. Not el igible intrusion 

Education 

2.1. Sources <for primary and secondary sources, give complete facts of publ icat ion: author, t i t le, place of publ icat ion, date, etc.): 

Prepared by 

*uidrf*vi 

( )rgani/at ion 

Date. 

.Telephone 

r For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only 

I ()ffic e I nforni.it ion Sou re es on this Property 
! _ ] ( nunty Resource File 
r"~! Windshie ld Survey 
r ] National Register 

H Crants- ln-Aid: 

~] Determinat ion of I ligibility 

1. Sub|ei t I rac es 

• Review and Compliance Prefect: 

G Other 

n O t h e r . 

• O t h e r . 

1. Photo Images 

L 



Winn. Co. School Survey 
Hesper No. 2 - Rotvold 
Hesper Twp. Sec. 23 











Hesper Twp. District.No. 3 - Kenyon(Young) 



Significance (Indicate sources of information for ail statements) 

20. Architectural significance 

• a. Key structure/ individual ly may qualify for the National Register 

• b. Cont r ibut ing structure 

• c. Not el igible/ intrusion 

The frame hip with ridge roof schoolhouse had a set of four or 
five windows in a group on the east elevation. .The building had cement 
block basement. The schoolhouse was built by WPA workers in the 1930's. 
It appears that the south elevation had no openings in the wall. The 
west elevation had one window some what off-centered to the left. The 
roof is different in style with the pitch being more steep and the hip 
area of the roof being more flat. The building did have indoor bathrooms. 

Theme(s). Education 21. Historical Significance 

• a. Key structure/ individual ly may qualify for the National Register 

• b. Contr ibut ing structure 

• c. Not el igible/ intrusion 

This schoolhouse is the second generation with the first being of 
red brick construction. The original school had a external two door entry. 
This system of entry has not been found common in the county. The new 
owner is Joseph Pavlovec, 107 West North St., Calmar, Iowa 52132. The 
legal description is Lot 7 SE of SE Sec. 26 T 97 N R 9 W. 

1 The size of the schoolhouse is 22*3" by 30'5". 
The schoolhouse was moved to Calmar to be used as the office for the 
Pavlovec Construction Company. It is the only school which was moved 
and made into commercial use. 

22. Sources (for primary and secondary sources, give complete facts of publ icat ion: author, t i t le, place of publ icat ion, date, etc.): 

Interview with Joseph Pavlovec in February, 1986. 

Prepared by_ Steven L. Johnson n j t p February 28 . 1986 
306 Winnebago S t . Decorah, IA 52101 Telephone . 319-382-5852 

nrgapi7;.tmn Winneshiek County H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n Commission 

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only 

1. Off ice Information Sources on this Property 

• County Resource File 

• Windshie ld Survey 

• National Register 

• Grants- ln-Aid: 

• Determinat ion of Eligibility 

2. Sub|ect Traces 

a. 

b. 

c. 

d . 

e. 

• Review and Compliance Project: 

• O t h e r . 

• O t h e r . 

• O t h e r . 

3. Photo Images 
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Significance (mdKa. c sources of informat ion for all statements) 

-Ml Architectural significance 

Q a. Key s t ru t tu re ind iv idua l l y may qualify for the National Register 

>ntributing structure 

Q <. Not el igible intrusion 

The Kenyon school has been moved from its original location. It is one of 

only two schools which were moved for commercial purposes, serving as a 

construction office. The integrity and design are low, due to alterations 

on the schoolhouse's exterior. The condition is good. 

J t Historical Significance Theme(s) . Education 
f l a. Key structure individual ly may qualify for the National Register 

J [ | h . Cont r ibu t ing strut l u re 

f ] < . Not eligible intrusion 

-'. Sources (for primary and secondary sources, give complete facts of publ icat ion: author, t i t le, place of publ icat ion, date, etc.) : 

Prepared b\ 

Address 

( i rgani /at ion 

_ Date 

_ Telephone 

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only 

I ()ffic e Informat ion Sourc rv on this Properly 

" ] ( ounty Resource File 

^] Windshie ld Survey 

[**] National Register 
r] Granls- ln-Aid; 

~] Determinat ion ot I l igihi l iU 

J. Sub|ec t Irac es 

• Review anci Compliant e Prtijet t: 

G O l h e r 
• " ' h e r 

• Other 

t. Photo Images 



Winn. Co. School Survey 
Hesper No. 3 - Kenyon 
Hesper Twp. Sec. 27 







Highland Twp. D i s t r i c t No. 2 Kjome(Rock Spr ings ) 



Significance (Indicate sources of in fo rmat ion for all statements) 

20 Architectural significance 

• a. Key structure/ indiv idual ly may qualify for the National Register 

• b. Con t r ibu t ing structure 

• c. Not e l ig ib le/ int rus ion 

The Highland Twonship school is a frame gable roof structure which 
was moved to Hesper, Iowa, in the I960'a. The building originally faced 
north and had a basement. The foundation was made of stone. The building 
had a single story addition to the primary elevation. The exterior door 
was centrally located with a small window on either side of it. There was 
on the north end of the east elevation a door going to the basement. There 
was set of of six windows evenly -spaced on the east elevation. There were 
two windows on the west elevation located closer to the corners. The south 
gable elevation had a centrally located brick chimney on the exterior. 
The entry room had a single window facing to the west. The south elevation 
faced down hill and had a walk out basement door. 

Theme(s) Education 21. Historical Significance 

• a- K e y structure/ indiv idual ly may qualify for the National Register 

• b. Con t r ibu t ing structure 

• c. Not e l ig ib le/ intrusion 

The building is 20*3" by 30*3" in its present condition. The addition 
has been removed a number of years ago. It is owned by the Hesper Friends 
Church and is located on Lot h of Blk. 1, Village of Hesper. The building 
is located on Main street, Hesper, Iowa. The building had presently been 
altered with the primary elevation facing the the south. The present site 
the west elevation has a group of six windows and the east elevation with 

two windows. 

22. Sources (for pr imary and secondary sources, give comple te facts of pub l ica t ion : author , t i t le, place of pub l ica t ion, date, etc.) : 

I n t e r v i e w wi th Marion Thomann on Febraury 25 , 1986 

Steven L. Johnson Prepared by_ 

Address 306 Winnebago S t . Decorah, IA. 
. r w February 25 , 1986 

52101 Telephone 3 1 9 - 3 8 2 - 5 8 5 ? 
organiTMinn Winneshiek County H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n Commission 

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only 

Off ice In format ion Sources on this Property 

• County Resource File 

• Windsh ie ld Survey 

• Nat ional Register 

• Crants- ln -A id : 

• Determinat ion of Eligibil i ty 

Sub|ect Traces 

a. 

b. 

c. 

d . 

e. 

• Review and Compl iance Project: 

• O t h e r . 

• Other. 
• O t h e r . 

3. Photo Images 
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Significance (lndi< ate sources of information for all statements) 

JO Architectural significance 

T a Key structure individually may qualify for the National Register 

^^ft "• Contributing structure 

Q < . Not eligible intrusion 

The Kjome school has been moved from its original location. It is one of 

only two schools in the county which served as a- school on both its original 

and current sites. The integrity and design of this structure has been 

damaged by the removal of the front entry addition. The condition of the 

school is fair. 

it. Historical Significance Ihemels) Education 
~\ a. Key stru< ture individually may qualify for the National Register 

XX ° ( ontribulmg strudure 

["] i . Not eligible intrusion 

J. Sources dor primary and sei ondarv sources, give complete fads of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.): 

Prepared b\ 

•\ddress 

( )rgam/ation 

.Date 

.Telephone 

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only 

I ()ffii e Information Sourc es on this Property 

|~] (. ount\ Resource File 
r~] Windshield Survey 

~] National Register 
r ] dranK-ln-Aid: 

~] Determination of I ligibiliu 

2. Sul>(ii i |ra< es 

a . . ' . . . . 

j 

• Review and Compliance Project: 

• Other 
D O " her 

• Other _ 

t. Photo Images 



Winn. Co. School Survey 
Highland No. 2 - Kjome 
Highland Twp. Sec. 16 







Lincoln Twp. District No. 3 - Lincoln Valley(Samec) 



Significance (Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance 

• a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

• b. Cont r ibut ing structure 

• c. Not el igible/ intrusion 

The frame hip with ridge roof schoolhouse originally faced to the 
west. The structure had. a basement with cement block foundation. The 
school had a small open porch centrally located on the west 
elevation with windows on either side of the door. On .the south elevation 
were was a group of five windows to allow light into the main classroom. 
The north elevation had no openings. The chimney(exterior) was centrally 
located on the east elevation with set of two windows on either side of it. 
The size of the schoolhouse is 28' by 32'4". There was a step of steps 
which led to the open porch. There was a poured cement wall basement. 
The present owner has enlosed the open porch and moved the entry to the south 
where a number of the windows were filled in. 

Eduaction 
21. Historical Significance Theme(s) 

• a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

• b. Contr ibut ing structure 

• c. Not el igible/ intrusion 

The new owner is Mrs. Mildre Martinek Fossen, Route 2, Lawler, Iowa 52154. 
The legal address for the site is T 97 N R 12 ¥ Sec. 26 SE of SE. , Jackson
ville township, Chickasaw county. The chimney on the building has been reloacted' 
to the south roof area. The owner had installed in external entry to the 
basement on the south east area of the structure. One of the windows on the 
east right hadn corner has been filled in. The building has been raised 
higher above the ground than its original site. 

22. Sources (for primary and secondary sources, give complete facts of publ icat ion: author, t i t le, place of publ icat ion, date, etc.): 

In te rv iew with Mildred Fossen on February 28 , 1986. 

Prepared hv S t e v e n L . Johnson . na.P February 29, 1Q86 
Address 306 Winnebago S t . Decorah, IA. 52101 
Organization Winneshiek County H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n Commission 

.Telephone 3 1 9 - 3 8 2 - 5 8 5 2 

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only 

1. Of f ice Information Sources on this Property 

• County Resource File 

• Windshield Survey 

• National Register 

• Crants- ln-Aid: 

• Determinat ion of Eligibility 

2. Sub|ect Traces 

a. 

b. 
c. 

d. 

e. 

• Review and Compl iance Project: 

Q O t h e r . 

• O t h e r , 

• O t h e r , 

3. Photo Images 
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Significance (Indicate sources of informat ion for all statements) 

-U Architectural significance 

n a. Key structure individual ly may qualify for the National Register 

^ S J h Contr ibut ing struc ture 

[~] ( . Not eligible intrusion 

The Lincoln Valley school is the only structure in the survey which was moved 

to Chickasaw County and presently serves as a residence. The integrity and 

design has been lowered by the removal of the original entry area and the addition 

of an exterior entry to the basement. The condition of this schoolhouse is 

good. 

l\. Historical Significance Theme(s) E d u c a t i o n 

l~~] a Key struc lure individual ly may qualify for the National Register 

JQJ1 b. ( r e t r i bu t i ng stmc tore 

[ 1 ( Not eligible intrusion 

II. Sources Ifor primary and set ondarv sources, give complete fads of pub l i ta t ion : author, t i t le, place of publ icat ion, date, etc.): 

Prepared by 

\ddress 

( ) r^ani /a l inn 

.Da te . 

.Telephone 

I For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only 

t ( ) t fn e Information Sour< es on this Property 

f~] ( ounty Resource File 

~] Windshie ld Survey 

r i National Register 

f ] Grants- ln-Aid: 

7 j Determinat ion of l l ig ih i l i ty 

J. Suh|f>( t 1 rac es 

• • ^ ^ 1 . 

• Review and Compliance Project: 

• Other 

• Other 

• Other 

I, Photo Images 



Winn. Co. School Survey 
Lincoln No. 3 - Lincoln 

Valley 
Lincoln Twp. Sec. 8 









Highland Twp. District No. 5 - Sacquitne School 



Significance (Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance 

• a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

• b. Cont r ibu t ing structure 

• c. Not el igible/ intrusion 

This frame clipped gable roof schoolhouse had an east entry on its 
present and original site. There are a set of five windows on the south 
elevation along with a door in the extreme west corner. This door led to 
the basement which was made of cement blocks. There are no windows on the 
north wall. The external brick chimney was slighlt off-center to the right 
on the west elevation. When the schoolhouse was move and put on cement 

pillars located on the corners and at certain distances apart. The owners 
replaced the old windows with thermo-panes and ran up windows where the 
chimney had been. The owners installed two windows on the north elevation 
near the corners. 

21. Historical Significance Theme(s) E d u c a t i o n 

• a. Key structure/ individual ly mav qualify for the National Register 

• b. Cont r ibut ing structure 

• c. Not el igible/ intrusion 

The owners of the schoolhouse are Steve & Laura Lemuth. The 
school was painted a dark green color and a brown shingle roof installed. 
Their mailing address is Route 2, Decorah, Iowa 52101. The legal address 
is T 98 N H 7 W Sec. 6 NW of SE. The first schoolhouse was dismantled 
in the 1930's -40's to increase the size of the building. The present 
building 24* by 32'. Little alteration-has been done on this building. 

22. Sources (for primary and secondary sources, give complete facts of pub l ica t ion: author, t i t le, place of publ icat ion, date, etc.): 

I n t e r v i e w with Laura Demuth i n February, 1986. 

Prepared by Steven L. Johnson nate February 26, 1986 
Address 306 Winnebago S t . Decorah, Iowa 52161 Telephone 319-382-5852 
Organ'lation Winneshiek County H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n Commission 

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only 

1. Off ice Informat ion Sources on this Property • Review and Compliance Project: 

• County Resource File 

• Windshie ld Survey H O t h e r . 

• National Register • O t h e r , 

• Crants- ln-Aid: • O t h e r . 

• Determinat ion of Eligibility 

3. Photo Images 

2. Sub|ect Traces 

a. 

b. 
c. 

d. 

e. 



Significance (Indicate sources of in format ion for all statements) 

20 Architectural significance 

• a. Key stru i ture ' indiv idual ly may qualify for the National Register 

X2fr>- Cont r ibut ing structure 

• c. Not eligible intrusion • 

fit - /o o M ?w i -

The Sacquitne school has been moved from its original location. The school 

under went moderate rennovation when it was converted into a residence. Both 

the integrity and design of the structure have been damaged. The condition 

of this structure is good. 

- ' I . Historical Significance Theme(s) Education 
[~~] a. Key strut ture individually mdv qualify for the National Register 

} Q b . t on l r ihut ing strut ture 

r ] < . Not eligible intrusion 

22. Sources (for primary and set ondary sourt es, give complete fat Is of publ icat ion: author, t i t le, plat e of publ icat ion, date, etc.): 

Prepared b\ 

•\ddrcss 

( )rgani7alion 

Date 

.Telephone 

For Office of Historic Preservat ion Use Only 

I ( )ffit e Informat ion Sourt cs on this Property 

~] ( ounty Resourt c Fill ' 

" Windshie ld Survey 
r~] National Register 

H (Iranls-lt i-Ait): 

~] Determinat ion of I ligihilits 

2. Suh|et I I rat es 

r j Review and Compliant e Pro|ett : 

HI Other 

n Other 

• Other 

1. Photo Images 



Winn. Co. School Survey 
Highland No. 5 - Sacquitne 
Highland Twp. - Sec. 25 







Jackson Twp. D i s t r i c t No. 5 - Bakula 



Significance (Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance 

• a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

• b. Cont r ibut ing structure 

• c. Not el igible/ intrusion 

The frame gable roof schoolhouse originally faced to the south. 
There were three sets of windows on the east and west elevations. The 
chimney was located on the north elevation and protruded through the peak 
of the roof. The size of the schoolhouse is IV 5" by 26'V. The school-
house was moved to Cresco, Iowa, and made into a car garage. The school 
was moved in sections, each comprised of one wall. 

The present site faces to the west as its primary elevation. The west 
elevation has had a garage door installed on it. The south aria north elevations 
have been re-sided. The only visible original siding can be seen on the 
upper wall of the east elevation. On the north elevation two small windows 
were installed and the third window opening was changed into a door. 

21. Historical Significance Theme(s) _ Education 
• a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

• b. Contr ibut ing structure 

• c. Not el igible/ intrusion 

The new owner, Joe Bakula, resides at 615 W. Third St., Cresco, Iowa. 
The legal aescription for the new location is 560' W 155'7" Lot 11 Beaaies 
Subdivision 7 Block 7, Part of block 8, Irregular survey of w £ Sec. 23 
T 99 N R 11 W. 

• 

22. Sources (for primary and secondary sources, give complete facts of publ icat ion: author, t i t le, place of publ icat ion, date, etc.): 

In t e rv i ew with Mrs. Joe Bakula i n February, 1986. 

Date March 1, 1986 Prepared hy Steven L. Johnson 
Address 306 Winnebago S t . 
Organization Winneshiek County H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n Commission 

Telephone 3 1 9 - 3 8 2 - S8 5 2 

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only 

1. Off ice Information Sources on this Property 

• County Resource File 

• Windshie ld Survey 

• National Register 

• Grants- ln-Aid: 

• Determinat ion of Eligibility 

2. Sub|ect Traces 

a. 

b. 

c. 

d . 

e. 

• Review and Compliance Project: 

• O t h e r . 

• O t h e r . 

• O t h e r . 

3. Photo Images 



Significance (Indicate sources of informat ion for all statements) 

-Ml Architectural significance 

O a. Key st ructure indiv idual lv may qualify for the National Register 

^ ^ X X b . Contr ibut ing structure 

• < . Not eligible intrusion 

The Bakula school has been moved from its original location. The school 

underwent alterations when it was made into a garage in Cresco, Iowa. Both 

the integrity and design of this building have been damaged. The condition 

is good. 

i\ Historical Significance Iheme(s) E d u c a t i o n 

l~] a. Key stru( ture individually m j y qualify for the National Register 

XX b. Contr ibut ing strut ture 

[ ] ( Mot eligible intrusion 

11. Sources (for primary and set ondarv sources, give complete facts of publ icat ion: author, t i t le, place of publ icat ion, date, etc.): 

Prepared In . Date 

Address __ Telephone 

C >rgani7.ition . . . 

i For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only 
! 

I ()tfic e Informat ion Sources on this Property Q Review and Compliance Prefect: 

' I ( ounls Resourc e File 

f ] Windshie ld Survey r—i o t h e r 

f ] National Register Q Other -

n C r a m s - l n - A i d : _. • O t h e r . 

] Determinat ion nt I l igibilitv 

1. Suh|ei I lra< es 

t. Photo Images 

I 
d. 



Winn. Co. School Survey 
Jackson No. 5 - Bakula 
Jackson Twp. Sec. 23 









Jackson Twp. District No. 6 - Navan 



Significance (Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance 

• a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

• b. Cont r ibut ing structure 

• c. Not el igible/ intrusion 

The original schoolhouse was a frame gable roof structure facing to 
the west. There was no basement and the foundation was of stone. The 
north and south elevations had a set of three windows. The east elevation 
had a central step chimney which was located on the exterior. The school-
house was moved in 1932-33. The building had an interior coat room about 
four in from the west wall. The exterior door was centrally loacted with 
a wood platform below it. The coat room had two doors off-centered which 
lead into the main classroom. There was no bell tower. 

The original size of the building was about 20' by JO'. 

21. Historical Significance Theme(s) E d u c a t i o n 

• a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

• b. Cont r ibu t ing structure 

• c. Not el igible/ intrusion 

The present structure is owned by Art Perry, Route 2, Waucoma, Iowa 52171, 
The legal description is T 96 N R 10 W Sec. 31 NW of NE. The house has 
had extensive renovation and does'nt have any of the original fabric left 
oxposed. 

22. Sources (for primary and secondary sources, give complete facts of pub l ica t ion : author, t i t le, place of publ icat ion, date, etc.): 

Prepared hv Steven L. Johnson Date February 28. 1986 
Address 306 Winnebago S t . Decorah, IA. 52101 

_Te lephone _ 

319-382-5852 
DrganiTAtion Winneshiek County H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n Commission 

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only 

1. Of f ice Informat ion Sources on this Property • Review and Compliance Project: 

• Countv Resource File 

• Windshie ld Survey n Other 

• National Register • O t h e r . 

n C r a n t s - l n - A i d : , • O t h e r . 

• Determinat ion of Eligibility 

3. Photo Images 

2. Subject Traces 

a. 

b. 

c. 

d . 

e. 



oigniiicance (Indie ate sources of informat ion for all statements) 

JO. Archi tectural significance 

• a. key structure' individual lv may qualify for the National Register 

JCKb. Contr ibut ing strut ture 

• <. Not eligible intrusion 

The Navan school has been moved from its original location and extensively 

rennovated. It now serves as a house. This structure's integrity and design 

have been completely destroyed by this rennovation. It's present condition 

is good. 

M Historical Significance Iheme(s) E d u c a t i o n 

f~] a. Kev struc ture individually m,iv qualify for the National Register 

XXb. ( ont r ihut ing struc ture 

r i < . N*rt el igible intrusion 

Sources ifor primary and secondary sources, give complete facts of publ icat ion: author, t it le, place of publ icat ion, date, etc.): 

Prepared b\ Date 

•Vldress Telephone 

Organizat ion .- .,".-.- — 

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only 

I ()ffic e Information Sources on this Property Q Review and Compliance Prefect: 

H C ounty Resource File 

r ] U indshield Survey j—i o t h e r 

J Q National Register • Other 

• Grants- ln-Aid: • Other 

["] Determinat ion of I l igihility 

\. Photo Images 

i, Sub|ect I races 
I . ^^ . ._ . ... 

b. 

i d. 



Winn. Co. School Survey 
Jack son No. 6 - Navan 
Jackson Twp. Sec. 31 







Jackson Twp. D i s t r i c t No. 7 - Holub(Bouska) 



Significance (Indicate sources of in format ion for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance 

• a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

• b. Cont r ibut ing structure 

• c. Not el igible/ intrusion 

The frame hip with ridge roof schoolhouse originally faced to the 
south. It had about five cement steps leading to a landing which was 
centrally located on the south elevation. The open porch roof had two 
pasts to support the porch roof. There was a window on either side of 
the entry. The west elevation had a group of five windows with a door 
located in the extreme left for entry to the basement. This basement 
door has a small stepped stoop. The north elevation was solid and the 
brick chimney was cnetrally located on the east elevation. The chimney 
was built on the exterior and the outline of it can be seen. There was 
a basement and cement block foundation. The present owners have removed 
the original openings in the south and installed two garage doors. 

21. Historical Significance Theme(s) E d u c a t i o n 

• a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

• b. Contr ibut ing structure 

• c. Not el igible/ intrusion 

The present owner is Richard Balik, Route 2, Fort Atkinson, Iowa 52144. 
The building now faces to the east, The legal description is T 96 N R 10 W 
Sec. 16 Ne of NW. The building is a seoond generation with the original 
school being of pebble-Dash construction. 

22. Sources (for primary and secondary sources, give complete facts of publ icat ion: author, t i t le, place of publ icat ion, date, etc. 

Interview with Richard Balik in February, 1986. 

Prepared by Steven L. Johnson nate February 29 . 1986 
Address 306 Winnebago S t . Decorah. IA. 52101 TpiPPhnnP 319-382-5852 
Organization Winneshiek County H i s t o r i c P re se rva t i on Commission 

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only 

1. Of f ice Informat ion Sources on this Property Q Review and Compl iance Pro|ect: 

• Countv Resource File 

• Windshie ld Survey • O t h e r . 

• National Register • O t h e r . 

• Crants- ln-Aid: Q O t h e r . 

• Determinat ion of Eligibility 

3. Photo Images 

2. Sub|ect Traces 

a. 

b. 

c. 

d. 

e. 



Significance (Indie ale sources of in format ion for all statements) 

.Ml Architectural significance 

G a. Kev structure individually may qualify for the National Register 

^ ^ j ] b. Cont r ibut ing struc ture 

• c . Not eligible intrusion 

f y - 9iM'/D^! 

The Holub school has been moved from its original location and presently serves 

as a garage. Both the primary elevation and side walls have been extensively 

altered. Then integrity and design of this school have been destroyed, but the 

condition is good. 

21. Historical Significance fheme(s) Education 
[1) i. Key slruc lure individual ly may qualify for the National Register 

] Q b . Contr ibut ing struc tore 

O < . Not eligible intrusion 

12. Sources (for primary anci secondary sources, give complete facts of publ icat ion: author, t i t le, place of publ icat ion, date, etc.): 

Prepared b\ 

Address 

( t rgan i /a l ion 

_Date 

Telephone 

r For Office of Historic Preservat ion Use Only 

I Off ice Intorm.it ion Sourt es cm this Property 
r ] ( ntinly Resourc «• File 

"~j Windshie ld Survey 

~] National Register 

n C.ranls-ln-Aid: L— 

'"1 Determinat ion of I legibility 

J. Vib|ec t trac es 

a. __. _ . ._ 

Q Review and Compliance Project: 

[U O t h e r . 

• O t h e r , 

n Other 

I. Photo Images 



Winn. Co. School Survey 
Jackson No. 7 - Holub 
Jackson Twp. Sec. 8 







Lincoln Twp. District No. 5 - Wemark 



Significance (Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance 

• a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

• b. Contr ibut ing structure 

• c. Not el igible/ intrusion 

The original school was frame with a gable roof with a addition to the 
front of the building. The structure had a set of three windows on the west 
and east walls of the school. There was no basement and the foundation was 
made of stone. There was a well at the site. The brick chimney was located 
on the opposite wall(north) in the center. It ran up the wall and came out 
the peak of the roof There was an addition which covered about 2/3 of the 
width of the building which was used as a coat/entry area. 

21. Historical Significance Theme(s) E d u c a t i o n 

• a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

• b. Contr ibut ing structure 

• c. Not el igible/ intrusion 

The schoolhouse was moved into Decorah and loacted at 215 East St., 
Decorah, Iowa 52101. The present owner is Spencer Tyler. The legal 
description is N 71.5' of E 62' of Blk. 1 original west Decorah, Sec.l6 
T 98 N R 8 W . The present size of the building is Zk'k x 2h'3. The 
entry room was moved along with the rest of the house. 

22. Sources (for primary and secondary sources, give complete facts of publ icat ion: author, t i t le, place of publ icat ion, date, etc.): 

I n t e r v i e w with 0. T. Sime, Ridgeway, Iowa on February 28 , 1986. 

Prepared hv Steven L. Johnson Date February 28 . 198 5 
Address 306 Winnebago S t . Decorah. IA. 52101 Telephone. 319-382-5852 
Organization Winneshiek County H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n Commission 

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only 

1. Off ice Information Sources on this Property Q Review and Compliance Project: 

• County Resource File 

• Windshield Survey • Other 

• National Register • O t h e r _ 

• Crants- ln-Aid: • O t h e r . 

• Determinat ion of Eligibility 

3. Photo Images 

Subject Traces 

a. 

b. 

c. 

d. 

e. 



Significance (Indicate sources of informat ion for all statements) 

JO Architectural significance 

r ] a. Kev structure individually may qualify for the National Register 

Cont r ibu t ing struc ture 

n < . Not el igible intrusion 

Qb-yg/jnu) 

The Wemark school has been moved from its original location. This is the only 

structure in the survey which was moved into the community of Decorah and serves 

as a residence. The integrity and design of this building have been destroyed 

by its extensive rennovation. The condition of this structure is good. 

J I. Historical Significance Theme(s) -Education-
'"] a. Kev struc ture individual ly may qualify for the National Register 

X X ' ' I on lnbu t i ng struc ture 

J ( . Not eligible intrusion 

11. Sources (for primary and set ondary sour< es, give c omplete fads of publ icat ion: author, t i t le, place of publ icat ion, date, etc.): 

Prepared by 

•\ddress 

( )ryani7ation 

.Date. 

.Telephone 

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only 

I ( )ffic e Informat ion Sourc es on ihis Property 
r~] ( ounty Resourc e File 

] Windshie ld Survey 

" ] National Register 

T! Cranls- ln-Aid: . 

~j Determinat ion o l I l igihil ity 

J. Sub)e« t I rat es 

a . . 

• Review and Compliance Project: 

• Other ._ 

O O t h e r . . 

• Other _ 

t. Photo Images 

I 



Winn. Co. School Survey 
Lincoln No. 5 - Wemark 
Lincoln Twp. Sec. 26 









Lincoln Twp. District No. 6 - Haga School 



Significance (Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance 

• a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

• b. Cont r ibu t ing structure 

• c. Not el igible/ intrusion 

The Haga school is the only schoolhouse which has two doors for 
entering the building. The building originally faced to the west and had 
a cement landing in front of both of the doors. The south and north 
elevations had sets of three windows. The'brick chimney was located on 
the east elevation and went through the peak of the structure. The 
building had a basement and cement block foundation. There is on the 
west wall centrally located above the doors a ornate small window. 
When entering either doors, there was a small entry room used either 
for the girls or the boys. Each of these entry rooms had access to the 
main classroom. The present owner is using the building for storage of 
corn. He has installed a set of poles on either side wall to prevent any bulging. 

21. Historical Significance Thempto Education 

• a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

• b. Contr ibut ing structure 

• c. Not el igible/ intrusion 

The Haga schoolhouse was moved to the Verne Hovden farm in the 1960's. 
The building still faces to the west. The size of the schoolhouse is 
22*^" by 32'5". The legal description is the same as the original. 

This building is exceptional in all respects and has an unusual 
architecture. Should be review for National Register status. 

22. Sources (for primary and secondary sources, give complete facts of pub l ica t ion: author, t i t le, place of publ icat ion, date, etc.): 

In t e rv i ew with 0 . T. Sime, Ridgeway, Iowa i n February, 1986. 

Prepared hy S t e v e n L . Johnson 
Address 306 Winnebago S t . , Decorah, IA. 52101 
nrganiraiinn Winneshiek County H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n Commission 

. r w February 29. 1986 
Telephone 3 1 9 ~ 3 8 2 - 5 8 5 2 

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only 

I . Off ice Informat ion Sources on this Property 

• County Resource File 

• Windshie ld Survey 

• National Register 

• Grants- ln-Aid: 

• Determinat ion of Eligibility 

2. Sub|ect Traces 

a. 

b. _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

c. _ _ _ _ _ _ 

d. 

e. 

• Review and Compliance Project: 

• O t h e r . 

• O t h e r . 

• O t h e r . 

3. Photo Images 



te sources of in format ion for all statements) Significance (Indicate 

-0 Architectural significance 

52 a. Kev structure-individually may qualify for the National Register 

• h. Cont r ibu t ing structure 

[ j ( . Not el igible intrusion 

?S>/V/ou> 

Although it has been removed from its original location, the Haga school is the 

only schoolhouse in Winneshiek County that exists which has a double entry. 

Early school records indicate that such double entry schools were common in 

Winneshiek County in the 1870's and 1880's. The building presently serves as 

a corn/storage shed, but it still retains much of the ornamental character 

evident in historic photographs. The integrity and design are high. This 

structure warrants consideration for National Register status. The condition 

J I Hlfstoficai Significance Themels) Education 

["] a, Kev strut ture individually mav qualify for the National Register 

X X b ( ont r ibut ing struc ture 

I - ] (. Not eligible intrusion 

'. Sources i for primary and seiondary sources, give complete facts of publ icat ion: author, t i t le, place of publ icat ion, date, etc.): 

Prepared by 

\dclress 

( )rgani7alion 

.Date. 

Telephone 

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only 

I ()ffic e Informat ion Sourc es on this Property 

[~] County Resource File 

*"] Windshie ld Survey 

[7] National Register 

' j ( i ran ls- ln-Aid: . . ___. , : 

~~] Determinat ion of I ligihility 

_' Sub|ec I Irac es 

a . . . . . . _L .,'__. 

• Review and Compliance Project: 

G Other 

• Other 

• Other 

i. Photo Images 



Winn. Co. School Survey 
Lincoln No. 6 - Haga 
Lincoln Twp. Sec. 12 







Madison Twp. D i s t r i c t No. 1 - Horgen 



O l Q I U l l C Q I l C © (Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance 

• a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

• b. Contributing structure 

• c. Not eligible/intrusion 

The gable roof frame schoolhouse was moved to the Ansten farm to 
used as a shop/garage. The building originally faced to the east and 
at first had no leanto. At a later date the wood shed was attached to 
the structure as an entry area. There was originally no basement but 
one was added later. The north and south walls had a set of three windows 
for cross-lighting. The west wall was solid. The brick chimney went to 
the basement and was located four feet in from the wall on the primary 
elevation. This may mean that the building at one time had an internal 
wall partition . The building is 20'3" by 30'3". 

Theme(s) . 
Education 

21. Historical Significance 

• a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

• b. Contributing structure 

• c. Not eligible/intrusion 

The Horgen schoolhouse was moved to the Telford Ansten farm in the 
1960's. Telford installed a door and garage door on the building which 
now faced to the east(originally west). He removed the entry area which 
covered about 2/3 of the gable end. He also changed the door into a window 
and covered up the original window. One can still see the alterations on the 
present west wall. Telford's address is: route 5, Decorah, IA. The legal 
description is T 98N R 9W, Sec. 11, SW of SE. 

22. Sources (for primary and secondary sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.): 

Interview with Telford Ansten, owner of the site, February, 1986. 

Steven L. Johnson Prepared by_ 
Address 306 Winnebago S t . 
Organization.. 

.Date February 25, 1986 

Winn. County Historic Preservation Commission 
.Telephone 3 1 9 - 3 8 2 - 5 8 5 2 

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only 

1. Office Information Sources on this Property 

• County Resource File 

• Windshield Survey 

• National Register 

• Crants-ln-Aid: 

• Determination of Eligibility 

2. Subiect Traces 

a. 

b. 

c. 

d. 

e. 

• Review and Compliance Project: 

• Other. 

• Other. 

G Other. 

3. Photo Images 



O l y r i l l l C C l i l C S (Indit ale sources of in format ion for all statements) 

St. Architectural significance 

"] a. Key structure individual ly may qualify for the National Register 

^ • K ! ^ 1 Contr ibut ing struc ture 

n < . Not eligible intrusion 

The Hbrgen school has been moved from its original location. This building 

presently serves as a garage. The integrity and design of this structure have 

been destroyed by the alterations on the primary elevation and the introduction 

of a garage door to the rear. The condition is fair. 

Education 
J I Historical Significance Theme(s) 

[~] i. Key strii< ture individual ly may qualify for the National Register 

X59 b. ' on l r ihut ing strut lure 

r j * ' Not eligible intrusion 

l£. Sources ifor primary and secondary sources, give complete facts of publ icat ion: author, t i t le, place of publ icat ion, date, etc.): 

Prepared b\ Date 

Address . _ Telephone 

( )rgani7atinn — 

I For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only 

| I Off it e Information Sources on this Property r j Review and Compliance Protect: 

[~] C ounty Resourc V File 

T~] Windsh ie ld Survtn [H Other _. 
r " l National Register • Other _ , . 

nC. ran ts - ln -A id : _ Q Other 

j Determinat ion of I l igihil i ly 

J. Sub|et t I rat es 

W i i ... 

i. Photo Images 



Winn. Co. School Survey 
Madison No. 1 - Horgen 
Madison Twp. Sec. 11 







Madison Twp. District No. 2 - Tollefson 



Significance (Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance 

• a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

• b. Contr ibut ing structure 

• c. Not eligible/intrusion 

The original entry area of the school has been changed from the south 
to the west. The frame gable roof structure originally had three sets of 
windows on the east and west walls. These have been filled in but are still 
visible. The building had an interior partion wall which had a central chimney 
and two doors which are off-centered. The exterior door was central with a 
window on either side. As you enter, on the right was the internal stairs to 
the basement. The left side served as a coat room. There was a basement orginally. 
The brick chimney went all the way to the basement. The size of the schoolhouse 
was 30*^" by 20'2". 

Education 
21. Historical Significance Theme(s) 

• a. Key structure/ individual ly may qualify for the National Register 

_ J b . Contr ibut ing structure 

• c. Not el igible/ intrusion 

The Tollefson schoolhouse was moved Gerald Bakken's farm yard. 
The legal description is T 98 N R 9 W, Sec. 10 NE of SE. The mailing 
address is route 5, Decorah, Iowa 52101. As mentioned above the school-
house had an entry hall with two small rooms to either side. Each of these 
rooms inturn entered into the main room. This arrangement is more unusual 
as a floorplan than the entry room which is opened the entired width. 

22. Sources (for primary and secondary sources, give complete facts of publ icat ion: author, t i t le, place of publ icat ion, date, etc.): 

Interview with Mrs. Gerald Bakken, February, 1986 

Prepared by. 

Address 

Steven L. Johnson Date February 25, 1986 
306 Winnebago S t . Telephone 319-382-5852 

nrg?ni7Jtmn Winneshiek County H i s t o r i c P re se rva t i on Commission 

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only 

1. Off ice Information Sources on this Property • Review and Compliance Pro|ect: 

• County Resource File 

• Windshield Survey • O t h e r , 

• National Register • O t h e r . 

G Crants- ln-Aid: • O t h e r . 

• Determinat ion of Eligibility 

3. Photo Images 

2. Sub|ect Traces 

a. 

b. 

c. 

d . 

e. 



?6- frtf?u)~ 

Significance (Indicate sources of informat ion for all statements) 

JO Architectural significance 

0 <i Key str iKture ' indiv idual lv may qualify for the National Register 

• j^rfJQCb. Cont r ibu t ing stru< turc 

• ( . Not el igible- intrusion 

The Tollefson school has been removed from its original location. The structure 

is presently a farm outbuilding, serving as a grainary. The integrity and design 

of this school have been lowered by the introduction of a second entrance and 

closing of window openings. The condition is good. 

21. Historical Significance Iheme(s) Education 

[~] •>• lw*y slruc turc individual ly may qualify for the National Register 

Jcfjj b. ( .ontr ibut ing Vtrui lure 

!~] c . Not eligible intrusion 

11. Sources dor primary and secondary sources, give complete fads of publ icat ion: author, t i t le, place of publ icat ion, date, etc.): 

Prepared by 

Address 

< )rgani7ation 

.Date 

.Telephone 

r For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only 

I ()ff i( e Informat ion Sour< es on this Property 

3 C ounts Resource File 

~] Windshie ld Survey 

t~\ National Register 

n C"irants-ln-Aid: . ... 

P] Determinat ion of I l igihil i tv 

1. Sub|e( t Irai es 

I) 

Q Review and Compliance Prefect: 

• O t h e r . 

D O t h e r . 

• O l h e r . 

t. Photo Images 



Winn. Co. School Survey 
Madison No. 2 - Tollefson 
Madison Twp. Sec. 10 







Madison Twp. D i s t r i c t No. 3 - G i lbe r t son 



Significance (Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance 

• a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

• b. Cont r ibu t ing structure 

• c. Not el igible/ intrusion 

The frame gable roof schoolhouse was moved to the Blekeberg farm about 
1964. The main entry originally faced to the south but presently faces to the 
west. The orignal entry had a central door with a window to either side of it. 
The north side was a solid wall with the blackboards on the interior side. 
The chimney was centrally located about eight feet in from the doorway.and 
ran through the peak of the -roof. There was an open stoop over the entry door. 
There were three sets of windows on the east and west elevations. In the 
main room in front of the brick chimney there was a large(2' x 3") heat register. 
The teacher's desk was located in the central area of the floor near the black
boards. 

. .,. TL Education 
21. Historical Significance Theme(s) 

• a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

• b. Contr ibut ing structure 

• c. Not el igible/ intrusion 

The schoolhouse presently faces to the west. A window on the Northeast 
corner has been made over into a door. A garage door was installed off-center 
(northwest) on the west elevation. The present east and south elevations 
appear as they were before the move. The building is 20*4" by 30'4". 

The present site is on the same i of ̂  section as the original site. 

22. Sources (for primary and secondary sources, give complete facts of publ icat ion: author, t i t le, place of publ icat ion, date, etc.] 

Wallace Blekeberg, in te rv iewed on February 25, 1986. 

Prepared hv Steven L. Johnson n „ P February 25. 1986 
Address 306 Winnebago S t . Decorah, IA. 52101 Telephone 319-382-5852 
organiTAtinn Winneshiek County H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n Commission 

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only 

I . Off ice Information Sources on this Property Q Review and Compliance Project: 

• County Resource File 

• Windshie ld Survey • O t h e r . 

• National Register Q O t h e r , 

• Crants- ln-Aid: • O t h e r . 

• Determinat ion of Eligibility 

3. Photo Images 

2. Sub|ect Traces 

a. 

b. 



<7j- ??//7t0 

Significance ( Indk ale sources of in format ion for all statements) 

•HI Architectural significance 

n •>• Key structure-individually may qualify for the National Register 

XJfo. Cont r ibut ing structure 

• n < - Note l ig ib le intrusion 

The Gilbertson school has been moved from its original location; The building 

is currently used as a shop/garage and has had extensive rennovation. The 

design and integrity are low, but the condition of this structure is good. 

31. Historical Significance Theme(s) E d u c a t i o n 

f~] a. Ke\ strui turc individually may qualify for the National Register 

X X I ' ' » i in l r ibu l ing struc ture 

[7] ( . Not eligible intrusion 

22. Sources (for primary and sei ondarv souri es. give comple te fac ts of publ icat ion: author, t i t le, place of publ icat ion, date, etc.) : 

Prepared In . . Date 

\c idrev. Telephone 

Organizat ion — 

J For Office of Historic Preservat ion Use Only 

1 ()ff i( e In lor mat ion Sou re es on I his Property [ J Review and Compliance Projei t: 

r~] ( ounty Resoune File 

[ j U indsh ie ld Survey rn o t h e r 

] f j National Register Q O t h w , 

HC,rants- ln-A id : . „ . • Other 

~] Determinat ion o( I ligihilitx 

Sub|e( I lra< es 

a. . .. ... . _ 

i. Photo Images 

< . 
( i . 



Winn. Co. School Survey 
Madison No. 3 - G i l b e r t s o n 
Madison Twp. Sec. 5 







Madison Twp. D i s t r i c t No. 6 - Drew School 



Significance (Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance 

• a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

O b . Contr ibut ing structure 

O C. Not el igible/ intrusion 

The frame gable roof schoolhouse has had alterations done to the 
primary elevation. The schoolhouse has the same opening'for the chimney 
which is at the peak (external) of the wall opposite the entry. Originally, 
the school faced to the south but presently faces north. On the main 
elevation there is a garage door off-centered to the left with a window on 
the right side. Originally the side windows consisted of three set located 
on the east and west elevations. The building had cement block wall basement 
with furnace. The interior basement steps were located in the southeast 
corner. After entering the central exterior door, on the left there was a 
small coat room which had access to the main room. The large floor register 
was located on the central north end. Bi,..!!., 

21. Historical Significance Theme(s) flauca-QlOn 

O a- Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

O b. Contr ibut ing structure 

• c. Not el igible/ intrusion 

The size of the building was 20' by 28'. The structure was moved to the 
present site in the early 1960's. The schoolhouse was located on the Drew's 
property and was moved about i/3 mile to its present site. Thenew legal 
description is T 98 N R 9 W Sec. 28 NE of HE. Before its use as a shop/ 
garage, the building served as a gift-antique shop along Highway Nine. 

22. Sources (for primary and secondary sources, give complete facts of publ icat ion: author, t i t le, place of publ icat ion, date, etc.): 

Mrs. Robert Drew spoke on the above school in Febraury, 1986. Also enclosed 
a floorplan of the building. 

Prepared bv Steven L. Johnson n a t p February 25, 1986 
Address 306 Winnebago S t . Decorah, IA. 52101 

Telephone 319-382-5852 Organization Winneshiek County H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n Commission 

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only 

1. Off ice Information Sources on this Property Q Review and Compl iance Project: 

O County Resource File 

O Windshield Survey rn Other 

O National Register O O t h e r . 

• Crants- ln-Aid: O O t h e r . 

O Determinat ion of Eligibility 

3. Photo Images 

2. Sub|ect Traces 

a. 

b. 

c. 
d. 

e. 



f 6 - ffrfttd * 
Significance (Indicate sources of informat ion for all statements) 

JO. Architectural significance 

• a Key structure individual ly may (qualify for the National Register 

^ . r i i * b . Cont r ibut ing strut ture 

• c. Not eligible intrusion 

The Drew school has been moved from its original location. The structure is 

presently used as an antique shop and has undergone moderate rennovation. 

The integrity and design of this school are low, but the condition is good. 

1\. Historical Significance I heme! s) Education 
T~] ,1. Key strui lure individual ly m.iv qualify for the National Register 

XX1 t). Contr ibut ing strut t u w 

[""]<• Not eligible intrusion 

21. Sources (for primary and secondary sources, give complete facts of publ icat ion: author, t i t le, place of publ icat ion, date, etc.): 

Prepared b\ 

Address 

( )rgani7ation 

.Date 

.Telephone 

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only 

I < )tfic e Informat ion Snuri es on this Property 

f ] C (Hints Resourc e File 

"] Windshie ld Survey 

• National Register 

H C.rants-ln-Aid: „ . _ _. 

H Determinat ion o( I l igihil its 

i. Sub|e< t Irac es 

a 

h _ ... 

c . 

• Review and Compliance Project: 

• Other 

• Other 

• Other 

i. Photo Images 



Winn. Co. School Survey 
Madison No. 6 - Drew 
Madison Twp. Sec. 28 







Madison Twp. District No. 8 - Forester 



Significance (Indicate sources of informat ion for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance 

• a. Key structure/ individual ly may qualify for the National Register 

• b. Cont r ibu t ing structure 

• c. Not el ig ible/ intrusion 

The frame gable roof structure was moved about one-half mile south
west of the present site. The building had a stone foundation and full 
basement. The primary elevation faced to the south, presently it faces 
north. The building has a set of three windows on the east and west walls. 
The building has a central door with a window on either side of it. When you 
- enter the central door, to the right is the basement stairs and on the left 
an open area where coats were hung. An off-center door to the left entered 
in to the main room. It appears that the original chimney was located on the 
partition wall and went through the peak of the roof. A later chimney, was 
located on the exterior wall, opposite the entry and ran through the peak. 

21. Historical Significance Theme(s) E d u c a t i o n 

• a. Key structure/ individual ly may qualify for the National Register 

• b. Cont r ibut ing structure 

• c. Not el igible/ intrusion 

It appears that the internal entry into the main room may been two 
doors. Possibly with the introduction of a basement , the door was closed 
off and made into a bookshelf. The basement steps then were installed in 
the right hadn area of the entry hall. The building is 20'5" by 28*5". 
The-legal description it the same with the exception of the quarter of the 
quarter section. This new one is the NW of HE. 

22. Sources (for primary and secondary sources, give complete facts of publ icat ion: author, t i t le, place of publ icat ion, date, etc.): 

Mrs. James Frana, in te rv iewed on February, 1986. 

Prepared by Steven L. Johnson n a t p February. 25.1986 
Address 306 Winnebago S t . Decorah, IA. 52101 TeiephnnP 319-382-5852 
nrg.n.^t^T Winneshiek County H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n Commission 

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only 

1. Off ice Informat ion Sources on this Property • Review and Compliance Project: 

• County Resource File 

• Windsh ie ld Survey n O t h e r . 

• National Register • O t h e r . 

• Crants- ln-Aid: • O t h e r . 

• Determinat ion of Eligibility 

3. Photo Images 

2. Sub|ect Traces 

a. 

b. 

c. 

d . _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

e. 



U- ?$ tf9CJD 

Significance (Indicate sources of in format ion for all statements) 

JO. Architectural significance 

• 3. Key strut ture' individual ly may qualify for the National Register 

__,XXb. Cont r ibut ing structure 

Q t . Not el ig ible ' intrusion 

The- Forester school has been moved from its original site. The building is 

presently used as a farm outbuilding for storage. The condition , integrity, 

and design of this school are exceptional. Although the style is common, it 

is unique because of its original condition. 

J I Historical Significance Themets) . Education 
r~] ,1. key s inn lure individually may qualify for the National Register 

X X ' 1 ' on l r ihu t ing stoic lure 

( j ( . Mol el igible intrusion 

11. Sources (for primary and sec tint Jan. sources, give c omple le facts of publ icat ion: author, t it le, place of publ icat ion, date, etc.) : 

Prepared In 

Address 

( )rgani7alion 

Dale 

. Telephone 

f For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only 

I ( Mfit e Informat ion Sourc es on ihis Properly 
r~] County Resource File 

' " ' Windshie ld Survey 

' 1 Nai ional Register 

f ] G ran ts - l nA id : . . . 

[~j Determinat ion of I ligihility 

J. Suh|et I Irac es 

• Review and Compliant e Pro|et t: 

[3 Other 

n " t h e r 

n e t h e r 

i. Photo Images 



Winn. Co. School Survey 
Madison No. 8 - F o r e s t e r 
Madison Twp. Sec. 35 







Military Twp. District No. 5 - Stavanger(Rogness) 



Significance (Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance 

• a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

• b. Cont r ibut ing structure 

• c. Not el igible/ intrusion 

The frame gable roof schoolhouse has its primary elevation facing 
to the west. There was a shed addition the entire width of the building 
on the west -elevation. The entry door on the shed area faced to the south 
with a central window on the west side. The door entering into the main 
building was centrally located. There was smaller extension on the roof 
of the shed roof which was central and had three window lites in its west 
wall. I cannot determine its purpose. The school had a block basement with 
a set of two windows on the north and south elevations. The brick chimney 
was located on the east end of the building and went through the peak of 
the structure. The building had a set of three windows on the north and 
south elevations. 

21. Historical Significance Theme(s) E d u c a t i o n 

• a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

• b. Contr ibut ing structure 

• c. Not el igible/ intrusion 

The present site has incorporated the west end into the house. 
The only side with its original siding is the present west elevation, 
the outl-ine of the brick chimney is visible. The present north and 
south wall have been newly sided. The building has a three foot over
hang from the roof to the walls. All openings on the present structure 
are new and know evidence is visible of the old. The new owner is Raymond 
Kuhn, Route 1, Ossian, Iowa 52161. The legal description is T 96 N R 8 W 
Sec. 33 NE of ME. The size is 18'2" by 28'2". 

22. Sources (for primary and secondary sources, give complete facts of publ icat ion: author, t i t le, place of publ icat ion, date, etc.): 

In t e rv i ew with Raymond Kuhn on February 28 , 1986. 

Prepared hy S t e v e n L . Johnson Date 

February 28, 1986 
Address 306 Winnebago S t . Decorah, IA. 52101 Telephone 319-382-5852 
nrgam^ti^n Winneshiek County H i s t o r i c P re se rva t ion Commission 

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only 

I . Off ice Information Sources on this Property • Review and Compliance Project: 

• County Resource File 

• Windshield Survey p i o t h e r 

• National Register • O t h e r . 

• Grants- ln-Aid: • O t h e r , 

• Determinat ion of Eligibility 

3. Photo Images 

2. Sub|ect Traces 

a. 

b. 

c. 

d . 

e. 



fb- ?6//?tO 

Significance (Indie ate sources of informat ion for all statements) 

-Ml Architectural significance 

Q a. Key struc ture ind iv idua l lv may qualify for the National Register 

^ .<S Q- Contr ibut ing struc ture 

• < . Not eligible intrusion 

The Stavanger school has been moved from its original location. The integrity 

and design of this building have been destroyed by its extensive rennovation. 

This site serves as a residence. The condition is good. 

J1 Historical Significance Ihemp(s) 

f~I a. Key struc ture individually may qualify for the National Register 

X X ] b t ont r ibutmg struc ture 

• c. Not eligible intrusion 

Education 

22. Sources ' for primary and secondary sources, give complete facts of pub l ica t ion: author, t i t le, place of publ icat ion, date, etc.): 

Prepared In 

Address 

( ) rg , in i /a l ion 

.Date 

_ Telephone 

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only 

I ()tf i{ c Information Sourc vs on this Property 

~1 ( ountv Resourc e Tile 

' 1 Windshield Survey 

F1 National Register 
r J Gran ts - lnA id : . . . 

~j Determinat ion of I l igibil i ts 

J. Sub|ec t Irac es 

• Review and Complianc e Pro|ec t: 

• Other 

• Other 

• Other 

I. Photo Images 



Winn. Co. School Survey 
Military No. 5 - Stavanger 
Military Twp. Sec. 27 







Orleans Twp. District No. 3 - Steinmetz School 



i icate sources of information for all statements) Significance (Indii 

20. Architectural significance 

• a. Key structure/ individual ly may qualify for the National Register 

D b. Cont r ibut ing structure 

• c. Not el igible/ intrusion 

The frame schoolhouse has a gable roof and its primary elevation 
faced to the north. The building had a full basement with limestone 
walls. The door was centrally located with a low platform and steps 
made out of concrete. The east and west walls had a set of three windows 
which were located on the structure. The south wall had a central brick 
chimney which went through the peak. The size of the building is about 
2V by 30'. 

21. Historical Significance Theme(s) Education 
• a. Key structure/ individual ly may qualify for the National Register 

• b. Contr ibut ing structure 

Q c. Not el igible/ intrusion 

The building has had extensive renovation done to it after it 
was moved to Gresco, Iowa. The building was made into a two story 
house with two dormer windows installed into the roof. The current 
owners are John and Kris Moen, 625 2nd St SE, Cresco, Iowa 52136 
The-legal address is: south 156.4* east 200' irregular survey of 
NW 1/k Sec. 26 T 99 N R 11 W. 

22. Sources (for primary and secondary sources, give complete facts of publ icat ion: author, t i t le, place of publ icat ion, date, etc.): 

In t e rv i ew with Louis Wenthold i n February, I986. 

Prepared hy Steven L. Johnson . nate February 28. 1986 
Address 306 Winnebago S t . Decorah. IA. 52101 Telephone 319-382-5852 
QrganiT^mn Winneshiek County H i s t o r i c P re se rva t ion Commission 

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only 

1. Off ice Informat ion Sources on this Property 

• County Resource File 

• Windshie ld Survey 

• National Register 

• Crants- ln-Aid: 

• Determinat ion of Eligibilitv 

2. Sub|ect Traces 

a. 

b. 

c. 

d . 

e. 

• Review and Compliance Pro|ect: 

• O t h e r . 

• O t h e r . 

• Other. 

3. Photo Images 



fi - YfN/odi 

Significance (Indicate sources of in format ion for all 

-Ml Architectural significance 

~l a. kev structure individually may qualify for the National Register 

Cont r ibu t ing stru< lure 

• (. Not eligible intrusion 

statements) 

The Steinmetz school has been moved from its original location. This structure 

is currently a residence in Cresco, Iowa. The building has undergone extensive 

remodeling that has destroyed both its integrity and design. The condition is 

good. 

Jl Historical Significance Theme(s) Education 
[""] a Kev strut lure individually may qualify for the National Register 

X X ' ' ( on t r ihu l ing strut lure 

[ ] t . Not eligible intrusion 

11. Sources (for primary and seiondarv sourtes, give complete facts of publ icat ion: author, t it le, place of publ icat ion, date, etc.): 

Prepared by 

•Vltlress 

I Wyani/atit in 

Date 

Telephone 

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only 

1 < )tfit e I f i f tumal ion Sourt es tin this Property 
r~] (. ounty Resourt e File 

r ] Windshie ld Survey 

f - ] National Register 

H Cranls- ln-Aid: 

Q Review and Compliance Project: 

Q Other 
notht-r-
D Other. 

[ j Determinat ion of I l igibil i ly 

Sub|et t Irat es 

i. Photo Images 



Winn. Co. School Survey 
Orleans No. 3 - Steinmetz 
Orleans Twp. Sec. 28 









Orleans Twp. District No. 4 - Morton 



Significance (Indicate sources of informat ion for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance 

• a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

• b. Contr ibut ing structure 

PJ c. Not el igible/ intrusion 

The frame gable roof building originally faced to the north. The 
structure had no basement but did have a stone foundation. The chimney 
was located on the south wall at the peak. The chimney was built on the 
interior of the wall. The building did appear to have at one time a 
interior partition about five in from the north exterior wall. The 
partition had two doors off-centered which entered into the main room. 
Very little has been done to the south, west and north sides on'-the 
school at its present site. The building presently faces to the south. 
On the east elevation, a large garage door was installed where two 
window opening had originally been located. The existing chimney is 
at the same location as the original. 

21. Historical Significance Theme(s) E d u c a t i o n 

• a. Key structure/individually mav qualify for the National Register 

• b. Contr ibut ing structure 

• c. Not el igible/ intrusion 

The schoolhouse is 20'5" "by 30' 6". The present owners are 
Mr. & Mrs. Obed A. Lee who live at the following address: route 
four, Gresco, IA. 52136. The legal description the schoolhouse 
location is: T 99 N R 10 W Sec. 2h SW of HW. 

22. Sources (for primary and secondary sources, give complete facts of pub l ica t ion: author, t i t le, place of publ icat ion, date, etc.): 

I n t e r v i e w with Mrs. Obed A. Lee, owner i n February, 1986 

Prepared hy S t e v e n L . J o h n s o n Date_ February 26. 1986 
Address 306 Winnebago S t . Decorah. Iowa 52101 Telephone 319-382-5852. 
nrgani73tinn Winneshiek County H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n Commission 

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only 

1. Off ice Information Sources on this Property • Review and Compliance Pro|ect: 

• County Resource File 

Q Windshie ld Survey PI Other 

• National Register • O t h e r . 

• Crants- ln-Aid: Q O t h e r . 

• Determinat ion of Eligibility 

3. Photo Images 

2. Sub|ect Traces 

a. 

b. 

c. 

d . 

e. 



fG-ff^60-' 

Significance (Indie ate sources of informat ion for all statements) 

-0 Architectural significance 

• a. key structure individual ly may qualify for the National Register 

XXb- Contr ibut ing structure 

• <• Not eligible intrusion 

The Morton school has been moved from its location. This structure has been 

converted into a shop/garage, which has lowered its integrity and design. 

The condition of the building is good. 

21. Historical Significance Theme(s) Education 
f~] a. key struc ture individual ly mav qualify for the National Register 

X X ° ( on l r ibut ing struc ture 

n « . Not eligible intrusion 

J J. Sources (for primary and sec ondary sources, give c omplete facts of publ icat ion: author, t i t le, place of publ icat ion, date, etc.): 

Prepared In 

•Vlilress 

( Irgamzation 

Date 

.Te lephone 

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only 

I ( >ffu e In tor mat ion Sourc (•*• on I his Property 
r ] ( ounty Kesourc e f i le 

"*] Windshie ld Survey 

'"1 National Register 

!~] Crants- ln-Aid: 

~] Determinat ion of I ligihility 

Sul)|e( t I r,K es 

w 

n Review and Compliance Pro|ect: 

n e i t h e r 

• Other 

O O t h e r . 

i Photo Images 



Winn. Co. School Survey 
Orleans No. 4 - Morton 
Orleans Twp. Sec. 23 







Orleans Twp. District No. 5 Hovey(linderbaum) 



Significance (Indicate sources of informat ion for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance 

• a. Key structure/ individual ly may qualify for the National Register 

• b. Cont r ibu t ing structure 

• c. Not el igible/ intrusion 

The frame gable roof schoolhouse has always had its primary elevation 
facing to the north. The building had no basement but did have a stone 
foundation. The structure had an internal brick chimney(stepped) which 
was located on the gable peak opposite to the entry door. The building 
had three sets of windows which face to the east and west elevations. 
Near the front of the roof is-the remains of a bell tower. There areino 
windows on the north or south elevations. No major alteration have 
occurred on this building. The entry door opened into a hallway which is 
the entire width of the building. The hallway in turn had two off-centered 
doors which entered into the main classroom. 

Education 
21. Historical Significance Theme(s) 

• a. Key structure/ individual ly may qualify for the National Register 

• b. Cont r ibut ing structure 

• c. Not el igible/ intrusion 

The school was moved to Bernard Livinggood's farm. The mailing 
address is route one, Ridgeway, Iowa 52165. The legal description is 
T 99 N R 10 W Sec. J\ SW of NW. 

The size of the schoolhouse is 20'V by 30'8". 

22. Sources (for primary and secondary sources, give complete facts of publ icat ion: author, t i t le, place of publ icat ion, date, etc. 

I n t e r v i e w wi th Bernard Livinggood i n February, 1986 

Prepared by Steven L. Johnson nate February 26, 1986 
Address 306 Winnebago S t . Decorah, IA. 52101 Telephone 319-382-5852 
Organization Winneshiek County H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n Commission 

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only 

1. Off ice Informat ion Sources on this Property • Review and Compliance Pro|ect: 

• County Resource File 

• Windshie ld Survey rn Other 

• National Register Q O t h e r . 

• Grants- ln-Aid: • O t h e r . 

• Determinat ion of Eligibility 

3. Photo Images 

2. Sub|ect Traces 

a. 

b. 
c. 

d. 

e. 



fla-Vt V/fl U-1' 
Significance (Indicate sources of in format ion for all statements) 

J " Architectural significance 

• a. Key structure individually may qualify for the National Register 

' W ^ b Cont r ibu t ing structure 

[ ] i . Not eligible intrusion 

The Hovey school has been moved from its original location, and currently serves 

as a chicken house. Due to its exceptionally well preserved state, both the 

building's integrity and design are high. The condition is fair. 

J I. Historical Significance I heme! s) Education 
[~1 a. key struc Hire individually may f|UaMfv for the National Register 

X X b < on l r ibu l ing s i rm lure 

["1 < . Not eligible intrusion 

Sources I for primary and sei ondarv sources, give c omplete facts of publ icat ion: author, t it le, place of publ icat ion, date, etc.) : 

Prepared In 

Address 

( I rg. in i /at ion 

Date 

.Telephone 

r For Office of Historic Preservat ion Use Only 

I ( Mfic e I n tor mat ion Source's on this Property 

~~l ( ounty Resoun e File 
r—] Windshie ld Surve\ 

~] National Register 
r J ( i ran ls- ln-Aid: . . . . _ . _ . 

" j Determinat ion of ! l ig ih i l i t \ 

J Mit>|ec t Ira< es 

• Review and Compliance Protect: 

n O t h e r . 

• O t h e r . 

D O t h e r . 

i. Photo Images 



Winn. Co. School Survey 
Orleans No. 5 - Hovey 
Orleans Twp. Sec. 35 







Pleasant Twp. District No. 9 - Richards School 



Significance (Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance 

• a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

• b. Contributing structure 

• c. Not eligible/intrusion 

The frame gable roof structure has an addition to the front of the 
building. Little was done to alter the original appearance of the building. 
The building presently faces to the north and is used for the storage of corn. 
There was a exterior brick chimney located on the elevation opposite to the 
entry room. There was originally a bell tower located on the roof above the 
entry area. The school was moved to the Roger Holkesvik farm in Canoe Twp. 
His address is route three, Decorah, Iowa 52101. The legal address is 
T 99 N R 8 W Sec. 2, NW of SW. The school had a partial basement with 
a furnace in later years. 

21. Historical Significance Theme(s) E d u c a t i o n 

• a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

• b. Contributing structure 

• c. Not eligible/intrusion 

The land for the original site was purchased from Sam Richards. The 
building was constructed in two stages, the large main room and the 
addition which was originally located on the south elevation. A cement 
porch was located on the south end and covered the entire width of the structure. 
There were three steps leading to the porch landing. The main room had 
three sets of windows located on the east and west elevations. The entrance 
to the school was centrally located on the south elevation. The siztof the 
schoolhouse is 16'3" by ^0'8". 

22. Sources (for primary and secondary sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.): 

I n t e r v i e w with Mrs. Nathan Forde i n the Spring of 1985. 

Prepared by Steven L. Johnson n a ,p February 25 , 1986 
Address 306 Winnebago S t . Decorah, IA. 52101 J p ] „ v h n n f , 319-382-5852 
Organization Winneshiek County H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n Commission 

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only 

1. Office Information Sources on this Property • Review and Compliance Project: 

• County Resource File 

• Windshield Survey n Other 

• National Register D Other. 

• Crants-ln-Aid: • Other. 

• Determination of Eligibility 

3. Photo Images 
2. Sub|ect Traces 

a. 

b. 

c. 

d. 

e. 



Significance ( Indi i ale sources of in format ion for all statements) 

-Ml Architectural significance 

[H a Key structure individually may qualify for the National Register 

^ _ r X 2 £ h . Contr ibut ing structure 

Q] (. Not eligible intrusion 

The Richards school has been moved from its original site. The structure has been 

extensively altered by the introduction of an external second floor stairs and 

the enclosing of window openings. The integrity and design are low. The school 

house is in fair condition. 

J I. Historical Significance Themels) . Education 
!~I a. Key strui lure individually may qualify for the National Register 

Jjjj] b. ( nnt r ihu l ing strue lure 

["] < . Not eligible intrusion 

.'_'. Sources ifor primar\ and secondary souri es, give < omple le fai ls of publ icat ion: author, t i t le, place of publ icat ion, date, etc.): 

Prepared bv 

Vldre-s 

( )rgani7ati<in 

Dale 

Telephone 

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only 

I ( )tfi( e Information Souri es on ibis Property 

f~~\ C ounty Resour< e File 
r ] Windshie ld Survey 

H National RegMer 

H Cran ts - lnA id : 

"1 Determinat ion ot I l igibi l iU 

£. Sub|ei I Irai es 

a 

• Review and Compliance Pro| i ' ( t : 

n < > l h e r _ 

n » l h e r „ __ 

• Other 

I. Photo Images 



Winn. Co. School Survey — 
Pleasant No. 9 - Richards 
Pleasant Twp. Sec. 35 







Pleasant Twp. District No. 10 Larson(Young) School 



Significance (Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance 

G a- Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

• b. Contr ibut ing structure 

• c. Not el igible/ intrusion 

The frame gable roof structure originally faced to the south. It 
had a central door with a window on either side of it. The west and east 
elevations had a set of three windows on each elevation. The north 
elevation had no openings. The building had a stone foundation with no 
basement. The fron to school had a cement landing with steps on the three 
sides. The blackboard was located on the north wall with the teacher's 
desk near it towards the center. On its present site the window size was 
reduced and the center windowjfilled in. 

21. Historical Significance Theme(s) E d u c a t i o n 

• a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

• b. Contr ibut ing structure 

• c. Not el igible/ intrusion 

The school was moved across the county road to the farm yard of 
Milton Young. The school had been vacant prior to the re-organization 
in the early 1960's. The sizeof the building is 20'^" by 30*6". The 
building was painted red from its original white appearance. The moval 
does not change the legal description of the building. The Youngs enlarged 
the front door and faced it to the north. They added an exterior stairs 
with central door and a window on either side for a chicken coop. They also 
installed two small windows on the south upper story. 

22. Sources (for primary and secondary sources, give complete facts of publ icat ion: author, t i t le, place of publ icat ion, date, etc.): 

In t e rv i ew wi th Mil ton Young on February 25, 1986. 

Prepared hy Steven L. Johnson nalP February 25. 1986 
Address 306 Winnebago S t . Decorah, IA. 52101 Telephone 319-382-5852 
Organization Winneshiek County H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n Commission 

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only 

1 Off ice Information Sources on this Property Q Review and Compliance Pro|ect: 

• Countv Resource File 

• Windshield Survey • Other 

• National Register • O t h e r . 

• Grants- ln-Aid: • O t h e r . 

• Determinat ion of Eligibility 

3. Photo Images 

2. Sub|ect Traces 

a. 

b. 

c. 

d. _ _ _ _ _ 

e. 



Significance ( Ind i ia te sources of informat ion for all statements) 

Ht. Art h i te t tura l significance 

T a. Key strut ture individual ly may qualify for the National Register 

Cont r ibu t ing stru< ture 

n < . Not eligible intrusion 

The Larson school has been moved from its original location. Although vacant, 

the structure has undergone no rennovation. The integrity and design of the 

building are exceptional. Unfortunately, the condition of the building is 

deteriorating. 

J I Historical Significance Iheme(s) Education 
P] a Key strut ture individually may qualify for the National Register 

X X n * on tnbu l ing strut ture 

T ] ( . Not eligible intrusion 

Sources (for primary and se< ondary sourt es, give complete facts of publ icat ion: author, t i t le, place of publ icat ion, date, etc.): 

Prepared b\ 

Address 

( )rnani/at ion 

. D a t e . 

.Telephone 

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only 

I ()t f i( e Informat ion Souri es on this Property 

f ] ( i i t inU Resouri e File 

'~j Windshie ld Survey 

'"1 National Register 

H C,rants-ln-Aid: _ 

~j Determinat ion of I l igihility 

J Suhjec t I rai es 

• Review and Compliance Project: 

• O t h e r . 

• O t h e r . 

• O t h e r . 

*. Photo Images 

L_ 



Winn. Co. School Survey -
Pleasant No. 10 - Larson 
Pleasant Twp. Sec. 32 







Bluffton Twp. District No. 6 - Moore 



Significance (Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance 

• a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

• b. Cont r ibu t ing structure 

• c. Not el igible/ intrusion 

The frame gable roof building originally faced to the south. The 
building has a small addition on the primary elevation. The addition 
is 6'2" by 8'11" in size. The door originally face to the west with a 
window across from it in the addition. On the main south wall is a 
window on either side of the entry room. The opposite north elevation 
had a central brick chimney(internal) with a window to either side ot it. 
The east wall was solid with the west wall having four windows adjoining 
eachother. The size of the building is 26' (L) X 2 V ( W ) . 

21. Historical Significance Theme(s) . 
Education 

• a. Key structure/ individual ly may qualify for the National Register 

n b. Cont r ibu t ing structure 

• c. Not el igible/ intrusion 

The new location for the building has its primary elevation to 
the east. It is adjoined by the section of the house in the south and 
west areas. The building has had new siding on it. The new legal 
description is T 99 N R 9 W Section 25 Nw of SW. The owner is 
Donald Casey, route 3i Decorah, Iowa 52101 

22. Sources (for primary and secondary sources, give complete facts of publ icat ion: author, t i t le, place of publ icat ion, date, etc.): 

I n t e r v i e w by Mrs. Donald Casey i n February, 1986. 

Prepared by_ Steven L. Johnson n3,„ February 25, 1986 
Address 306 Winnebago S t . Decorah, Iowa 52101 Telephone 319-382-5852 
QrgpniT̂ tinn Winneshiek County H i s t o r i c p r e s e r v a t i o n Commission 

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only 

I . Off ice Informat ion Sources on this Property 

• County Resource File 

• Windsh ie ld Survey 

• National Register 

• Crants- ln-Aid: 

• Determinat ion of Eligibility 

2. Sub|ect Traces 

a. 

b. 

c. 

d . 

e. 

• Review and Compliance Project: 

• Other_ 

• O t h e r . 

• O t h e r . 

3. Photo Images 
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te sources of in format ion for all statements) Significance ( Indicate 

JO Archi tectural significance 

• a. M*y structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

^ ^ K h. Cont r ibut ing struc ture 

£ ] ( . Not eligible intrusion 

The Moore school has been moved from its original location. The building has been 

extensively rennovated and presently serves as a house. The integrity and design 

are low. The condition of this structure is good. 

1\. Historical Significance Iheme(s) E d u c a t i o X L 

f 1 a Ki'V struc lure ind iv idua l^ mav c|u,ilifv lor the National Register 

Q5 b. ( on l r ihu l ing strui ture 

f l c . Not eligible intrusion 

~ 

£1. Sources (for primary and secondarv sources, give complete facts of publ icat ion: author, t i t le, place of publ icat ion, date, etc.): 

Prepared b\ 

•\dclress 

I >rgani7ation 

. D a t e . 

.Telephone 

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only 

I ( Mfic e Inturmat ion Snurc cs on thi*. ProperK 
r 1 ( nunls Resotirc e f i le 

H Windshie ld Survi-\ 

H National Register 
I 

f j Crants- ln-Aid: _ _ 
~~~] Determinat ion i l l I l igibi l i t \ 

J Sub|ec t Irac es 

a 

d. 

\~2 Review and Compliance Prefect: 

• Other , 

• Other 

• Other 

f. Photo Images 



Winn. Co. School Survey 
Bluffton No. 6 - Moore 
Bluffton Twp. Sec. 27 







Bluffton Twp. District No. 7 Bruening School 



bignincance (Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance 

• a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

• b. Cont r ibut ing structure 

• c. Not el igible/ intrusion 

The frame gable roof schoolhouse originally had a east primary elevation. 
The building had no basement and had a stone foundation. The door was centrally 
located on the east wall. The brick chimney was centrally located on the west 
elevation and ran through the peak. On the left of the internal chimney was 
a door which was added later when the woodshed(l0 x 12) was attached to the 
the south half of west wall of building. On the side walls, north and south 
were sets of three windows. On the interior in the northeast corner was a 
small coat closet. 

21. Historical Significance Theme(s). Education 

• a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

• b. Contr ibut ing structure 

• c. Not el igible/intrusion 

The schoolhouse was moved to the Mayson Mitchell farm and used as 
a shop/garage in the early 1960's. He removed the hard wood floor and 
raised it up with four foot block walls. The installed a centrally located 
garage door and has the building presently facing towards the south. 
The new site's address is route 3, Decorah, Iowa 52101. The Legal description 
is T 99 N R 9 W Sec. 26 SW of NW. 

22. Sources (for primary and secondary sources, give complete facts of publ icat ion: author, t i t le, place of publ icat ion, date, etc.): 

In t e rv i ew with Mayson M i t c h e l l i n February, 1986. 

Prepared hv Steven L. Johnson _Date_ February 25. 1986 
Address 306 Winnebago S t . Decorah, IA. 52101 TeiephnnP 319-382-5852 
Organisation Winn. County H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n Commission 

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only 

I . Off ice Information Sources on this Property 

• County Resource File 

• Windshie ld Survey 

• National Register 

• Crants- ln-Aid: 

• Determinat ion of Eligibility 

2. Subiect Traces 

a. 

b. 

c. 

d . 

e. 

• Review and Compliance Pro|ect: 

• O t h e r . 

• O t h e r . 

• O t h e r . 

3. Photo Images 
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Significance (Indicate sources of informat ion for all statements) 

-'!• Architectural significance 

• a. Kev st ructure indiv idual lv may qualify for the National Register 

Cont r ibut ing struc ture 

• c . Not eligible intrusion 

The Bruening school has been moved from its original location. The current south 

elevation has been extensively altered to create a garage door opening. The 

integrity and design are moderate with three of the four elevations basically 

undisturbed. The condition of this structure is good. 

M Historical Significance Iheme(s) Education 
~] a. Kev structure individually may qualify for the National Register 

X X ' ' I on tnbu t ing struc ture 

[~] c . Not eligible intrusion 

11. Sources itor primary and sec ondarv sourc es, give complete facts of publ icat ion: author, t it le, place of publ icat ion, date, etc.): 

Prepared In 

Address 

I )rgani7ation 

Date-

Telephone 

For Office of Historic Preservat ion Use Only 

I ( )tfic e Informat ion Sourc es on this Property 

] ( ounty Resourc e f Me 

'] Windshie ld Survey 

' ] National Register 

[~] d r a n l s - l n A i d : 

] Determinat ion of I ligihility 

.'. Sul)|ei t Irjc es 

a. . 

\~J Review and Compliance Prefect: 

i i 

m o t h e r _ . . 

G Other 

• Other 

!. Photo Images 



Winn. Co. School Survey 
Bluffton No. 7 - Bruening 
Bluffton Twp. Sec. 22 







Burr Oak Twp. District No. 2 - Snell School 



bignmcance (Indicate sources of informat ion for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance 

• a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

• b. Contr ibut ing structure 

• c. Not el igible/ intrusion 

The frame schoolhouse has a hip-ridge~roof." The building had an open 
entry porch which lead into structure. It had a rough texture cement 
block foundation and a basement. The primary elevation faced "to the south 
with the door centrally located and a window on either side. The set of 
six windows faced to the north. There were two windows on the west which 
allowed light to enter into the main room(one central, one off to the left). 
The building as a design of a rising sun with its rays on a roof projection 
above main entry area. The brick chimney was located in should a way which 
allowed it to protrudethrough the roof where the hip meets the ridge line. 
The interior of the building had two rooms, one on the right and one on the 
left.when entering. 

21. Historical Significance ThpmpiO E d u c a t i o n 

• a. Key structure/individually mav qualify for the National Register 

• b. Contr ibut ing structure 

• c. Not el igible/ intrusion 

The school presently faces to the north. The porch with cement steps 
have been removed. There has been little alteration done to the structure 
likely due to the fact that it is an outbuilding. The present owner is 
James Sexton, Route 1, Gresco, IA. 52136. The legal description of the 
sites is: T 100 N R 9 W Sec. 29 SW of ME. The building is loacted 
on one of their satellite farms. The size of the building is 2z4-'3" by 32"3". 

22. Sources (for primary and secondary sources, give complete facts of publ icat ion: author, t i t le, place of publ icat ion, date, etc.): 

Interview with James Sexton on Febraury 27, 1986. 

Prepared by Steven L. Johnson n a t p February 28, 1986 
Address 306 Winnesbago S t . Pecorah, IA 52101 j^phnn. 319-382-5852 
Organization Winneshiek County H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n Commission 

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only 

1 Off ice Information Sources on this Property Q Review and Compl iance Pro|ect: 

• County Resource File 

• Windshie ld Survey • Other 

• National Register • Other_ 

• Crants- ln-Aid: • O t h e r . 

• Determinat ion of Eligibility 

3. Photo Images 

2. Sub|ect Traces 

a. 

b. 

c. 

d . 

e. ^ _ _ 
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Significance ( Indk all" sources of informat ion for all statements) 

-'" Architectural significance 

f ] a. Key strut tu re ind iv idua l lv may qualify for the National Register 

t X b . ( on t r ibu t ing strut lure 

f j < . Not el igible intrusion 

The Snell school has been removed from its original location. It has been 

re-adapted for use as a farm outbuilding, but the structure is currently 

vacant. The integrity and design are moderate, with only the entry area being 

altered. The condition is good. 

IX. Historical Significance Ihemels) E d u C a t i o r L 

[~j a. Key strut lure individual ly may qualify for the National Register 

f]J ''• I on t r ibu t ing strut lure 

(~j ( . Not eligible intrusion 

21. Sources (for primary and secondary sources, give complete fads of publ icat ion: author, t i t le, place of publ icat ion, date, etc.): 

Prepared b\ 

\ddress 

( I rgani /at ion 

.Date 

. Telephone 

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only 

I ( )tfi( e Informat ion Suun es mi this Properly 

I -] ( ounH Resouri e File 

• Windsh ie ld Survey 
r~! National Register 

•~] C.rants-ln-Aid: ... 

""] Determinat ion of I ligihilitv 

J. Sublet t lra< es 

• Review and C omplianc e Pro|ei t: 

r j Other 

n O t h e r , 

D O t h e r . 

t. Photo Images 

' 



Winn. Co. School Survey 
Burr Oak No. 2 - Snell 
Burr Oak Twp. Sec. 10 







Burr Oak Twp. District No. 6 - Underbakke School 



Significance (Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance 

O a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

• b. Contributing structure 

Q c . Not eligible/intrusion 

The Underbakke schoolhouse a number of alterations when it was 
removed from its orignal site. The building at one time had an enclosed 
entrance on the south elevation. The Houdeks added a garage to the east 
of the strcuture and also the north leanto additon after the moving of the 
school. Orginally the schoolhouse had a set of five windows on the north 
elevation which were closed off. There was one window which was located on 
^ w ^ t elevation with the internal chimney located on the east gable peak. 
The building was moved in I963 to this site. The building presently has 
a central door with stoop and one window on either side of it as its primarv 
elevation. The size of the schoolhouse is 28'5" by kh'5". 

21. Historical Significance T h o ^ d Theme(s) 

• a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

D b. Contributing structure 

• c. Not eligible/intrusion 

The schoolhouse was moved by Charles Houdek to be used as their residence. 
The new location is route 1, Mabel, MN. 5595^. Its legal description is 
T 100 N R 9 W Sec. 23 SE of NW. The orignal schoolhouse had no basement 
;The chimney was removed at the time of moving. 

22. Sources (for primary and secondary sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.): 

I n t e r v i e w with Mrs Charles Houdek, owner of the s i t e . February, I986 

Prepared h y S t e v e n L . J o h n s o n 
Address 306 Winnebago S t . 

Organization 

.DaiP February 25f 1986 
Telephone 3 1 9 - 3 8 2 - S3 52 

Winnesheik County Historic Preservation Commission 

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only 

1. Office Information Sources on this Property 

• County Resource File 

• Windshield Survey 

• National Register 

• Crants-ln-Aid: 

• Determination of Eligibility 

2. Sub|ect Traces 

a. 

b. 
c. 

d. 

e. 

• Review and Compliance Project: 

• Other. 
D Other. 

• Other. 

3. Photo Images 

^ 
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Significance ( Indk ate sources of informat ion for all statements) 

iit. Art h i t e t t u r j l significant p 

PJ a Key structure individually may qualify for the National Register 

( ont r ihut ing strut ture 

[~] < . Not eligible intrusion 

The Underbakke school has been moved from its original location. The building 

has been extensively rennovated and presently serves as a house. The integrity 

and design are low. The condition of this structure is good. 

! l . Historical Significance Iheme(s) Education 
PI a. key structure individually may qualify for the National Register 

(Jjj b. ( ont r ibu l ing strut ture 

[7] t . Not eligible intrusion 

Sources ifor primary and secondary sourt es. give t omplete facts of publ icat ion: author, t it le, plat e of publ icat ion, date, etc.): 

Prepared by 

•\dttress 

( ) rgani /at ion 

Date 

.Telephone 

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only 

I ( ) t f i t e Information Sourt es on this Property 

""] C ounty Resourt e File 

• ] \ \ m d s h l e l d Survey 

' "1 National Register 

!"] ( I rants- ln-Aid: ' . . . . L 

f\ I )etermination t i l I l ig ib i l ih 

Sul)je( I I rat es 

a 

l ^ j , 

[7J Review and Compliant e Pro|et t : 

G a t h e r . 

• Other 

D Other 

i. Photo Images 



Winn Co. School Survey 
Burr Oak No. 6 - Underbakke 
Burr Oak Twp. Sec. 21 







Calmar Twp. District. No. 2 - Kubik(Phillips) 



Significance (Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance 

• a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

• b. Contr ibut ing structure 

n c- Not el igible/ intrusion 

The schoolhouse was moved about i960 to the present site owned by-
Arnold Erland, route one, Clamar, Iowa 52132. The building originally-
faced to the east. The present elevation now faces to the north. The 
orginal site had the group of four windows facing-'-to the south, with the 
west and north wall solid. The internal brick chimney goes through the 
peak on the opposite side of the entry door. The new owners have installed 
a door above the original door to allow for access to storage. The south 
elevation has had the most renovation. Siding garage doors are along the 
entire length of the structure. The building had no basement. 

21. Historical Significance Theme(s). Education 
• a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

• b. Contr ibut ing structure 

• c. Not el igible/ intrusion 

The schoolhouse originally had a addition which covered about 2/3 
of the width of the building. It appears that its external door was located 
in the same area as the existing one. The building is 20'6" by 32'9". 
The legal description for the new site is T 9? N R 9 W Sec. 16 SW of SE. 

22. Sources (for primary and secondary sources, give complete facts of publ icat ion: author, t i t le, place of publ icat ion, date, etc.): 

Interview with Arnold Erland in February, 1986. 

Steven L. Johnson njtP February 26. 1986 Prepared by 

Address 306 Winnebago S t . Decorah r IA. 52101 Telephone 319-382-5852 
r.rg3n,7 t̂;„n Winneshiek County H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n Commission 

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only 

1. Off ice Information Sources on this Property 

• County Resource File 

• Windshie ld Survey 

• National Register 

• Grants- ln-Aid: 

• Determinat ion of Eligibility 

2. Sub|ect Traces 

a. 

b. 

c. 

d . 

e. 

• Review and Compl iance Project: 

• Other_ 

• O t h e r . 

• O t h e r . 

3. Photo Images 



?&,-??•Mttl~ 

Significance (Indicate sources of informat ion for all statements) 

Jit Architectural significance 

O a. key st ructureindiv idual ly may qualify for the National Register 

^ ^ ^ 2 C n ( on l r ibu t ing struc ture 

• i . Not el igible intrusion 

The Phillips school has been removed from its original location. Alterations 

to this structure include the removal of the entry area, enclosing of windows, 

and the addition of two large garage doors on the side wall. The design and 

integrity are low. The physical condition of this structure is good. 

1\. Historical Significance Theme(s) E d u C A t i o x u 

PI a. Key struc tore individual ly may qualify for the National Register 

X X b . ( on l r ibu f ing striic lure 

T ] ( Not eligible intrusion 

11. Sources (for primary and secondary sources, give ( omplete fads of public at i on : author, t i t le, place of publ icat ion, date, etc.): 

Prepared by Dale 

•\ddress Telephone 

()rgani7ation -. - — 

j For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only 
i 

I Off ice Informat ion Soun es on this Properly f j Review and Compliance Pro|ect: 

I™] C ounty Resourc e File1 

' ] Windshie ld Survey ["1 Other 

HI National Register f j O ther 

H Crants- ln-Aid: Q Other , 

r ] Determination of legibi l i ty 

i 
1. Sub|ec t Irac es 

i 

I. . ._ 

I, Photo Images 

d 

e. 



Winn. Co. School Survey 
Calmar No. 2 - Phillips 
Calmar Twp. Sec. 7 







Canoe Twp. District No. 1 Pot Hollow 



Significance (Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance 

• a. Key structure/ individual ly may qualify for the National Register 

• b. Cont r ibu t ing structure 

• c. Not el igible/ intrusion 

This frame gable roof school is very significant because of the 
change in window arrangemnt. The windows are all on one elevation and 
not like the earlier style of windows for cross-lighting. The primary 
elevation faces to the north at the moment while it originallyfaced to 
the west. The five adjoining windows originally faced to the north 
for the lighting. The entry area has a central door with a window on 
either side of it. The door has an open porchwhich covers it. The 
south side of the school was a solid wall and a window opening on the 
right of the east wall. The chimney appears to have been located where 
the interior wall partition existed. Because of the window arrangement 
with the small window in the northwest corner, it appears that there was continued 

21. Historical Significance Theme(s) Education 
• a. Key structure/ individual ly may qualify for the National Register 

• b. Cont r ibut ing structure 

• c. Not el igible/ intrusion 

an interior entry room. This does'nt exist at present. The school for 
awhile served as a wood shop for making wood pallets. The first Pot 
Hollow school was built in 1858 of stone but burned in 1919. 
The school was sold to Melvin Underbakke after the closing of the 
Village school at Burr Oak. The size of the building is 20*1" by 30*2". 
Mrs.' Melvin Underbakke address is P. 0. Box Burr Oak, Iowa 52131. 
The legal description is T 100 N R 9 W Sec. 2h NE of SW„ 

22. Sources (for primary and secondary sources, give complete facts of publ icat ion: author, t i t le, place of publ icat ion, date, etc.): 

I n t e r v i e w of Mrs. Melvin Underbakke i n Spr ing of 1986 

Prepared by Steven L. Johnson pate February 26, 1986 
Address 306 Winnebago S t . Decorah. IA. 52101 Telephone _ 319-382-5852 
Organization Winneshiek County H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n Commission 

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only 

1. Off ice Informat ion Sources on this Property Q Review and Compliance Project: 

• County Resource File 

• Windshie ld Survey • Other 

• National Register • Other 

• Crants- ln-Aid: Q o t h e r 

• Determinat ion of Eligibility 

3. Photo Images 

2. Sub|ect Traces 

a. 

b. 

| c 

d. 

e. 
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Significance (Indicate sources of in format ion for all statements) 

3h. Architectural significance 

. l a . kev structure-individually may qualify for the National Register 

^ ^ y b . Cont r ibut ing strut ture 

P] ( . Not eligible intrusion 

The Headington school has been removed from its original location. Changes in 

the entry area and chimney locations lower the integrity of this site. This 

structure is one of only two schoolhouses in the county that served as schools 

both on their original and present locations. Overall, the integrity and 

design are moderate, and the condition is good. 

1\. Historical Significance Iheme(s) -Education 
H a. key struc lure individually m.iv qualify for the National Register 

^ f b ( ont r ibut ing strut tu r f 

\ ] < . Not eligible intrusion 

11. Sources (for primary and set ondary sour< es, give complete fads of publ icat ion: author, t it le, place of publ icat ion, date, etc.): 

I 'r i 'pared by 

Address 

( ) rgani /at ion 

Date 

. Telephone 

For Office of Historic Preservat ion Use Only 

I l )tt i i «• Informat ion Sourc es on this Property 

f ] ( ounty Resouri e f He 

[~] \ \ i i i t lshield Survey 

] National Register 

QC. ra / r lVHvAk i : 

~j Determinat ion of l l ig ibi l i ty 

1. Sublet t I rai es 

• Review and Compliance Project: 

• Other. 
• O t h e r . 

• Other 

i. Photo Images 



Winn. Co. School Survey 
Canoe No. 1 - Headington 
Canoe Twp. Sec. 32 







Canoe Twp. D i s t r i c t No. 6 - Knoke 



Significance (Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance 

• a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

• b. Contr ibut ing structure 

• c. Not el igible/ intrusion 

The frame gable roof schoolhouse faces to the south as its primary 
elevation. The main structure has a smaller entry room with a gable roof 
centrally loacted on the south elevation. The exterior door has three small 
vdndow lites over it. The brick chimney is located at the peak of the roof 
opposite from the entry. The chimney is built internally. There are three 
sets of windows on the east and west elevations. The foundation is of stone 
and the building has no basement. 

21 Historical Significance Theme(s) E d u c a t i o n 

• a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

• b. Contr ibut ing structure 

• c. Not el igible/ intrusion 

The size of the schoolhouse is 20'5" by 26'6". The small entry area is 
7'11" deep by 8* 3" in width. There is the remains of what appears to be 
a woodshed to the north and east of the schoolhouse. 

22. Sources (for primary and secondary sources, give complete facts of publ icat ion: author, t i t le, place of publ icat ion, date, etc.): 

Interview with Earl Knoke in February, 1986 

Prepared by 

Address 

Steven L. Johnson n a t p February 261 1986 
306 Winnebago S t . Decorah, IA. 52101 Telephone 319-382-5852 

Organ,,Pi,nn Winneshiek County H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n Commission 

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only 

I . Off ice Information Sources on this Property • Review and Compl iance Proiect: 

C3 County Resource File 

• Windshield Survey • O t h e r . 

• National Register • O t h e r . 

• Grants-ln-Aid: • O t h e r . 

n Determinat ion of Eligibility 

3. Photo Images 

2. Sub|ect Traces 

a. 

b. 

c. 

d . 

e. 



Winn. Co. School Survey 
Canoe No. 6 - Knoke 
Canoe Twp. Sec. 3 







Decorah Twp. District No. 5 - Clay Hill 



Significance (Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance 

• a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

• b. Cont r ibu t ing structure 

• c. Not el igible/ intrusion 

The frame gable roof schoolhouse originally faced to the south. 
The building had no basement but did have a stone foundation. The 
school had an external brick chimney which went through the peak of 
the structure on its north elevation. The west and east walls had 
sets of three windows for cross lighting. The building had an enclosed 
entry room which was about 2/3 the width of the structure. The door 
was centrally located in the south elevation with a window on either side 
of the entry(East & West). The roof design for the entry room was gable 
construction. Both the exterior door and the interior door were in a 
straight line. 

21. Historical Significance Theme(s) E d u c a t i o n , 

• a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

• b. Contr ibut ing structure 

• c. Not el igible/ intrusion 

The schoolhouse was moved to Wonder Cave and used as a office for 
several years. Part of it was recreated as a country school. Since 
the closing of the Cave in the late 1970*8, the building has sat vacant. 
John Matter is the owner and his address is: Route 2, Decorah, IA. 52101. 
The legal description is: T 98 N R 8 W Sec. 3 NE of NW. 

The building is 2V by 32' in size. 

22. Sources (for primary and secondary sources, give complete facts of publ icat ion: author, t i t le, place of publ icat ion, date, etc.): 

In te rv iew with John Mat te r i n February, 1986. 

Prepared bv Steven L. Johnson pate February 26, 1986 
Address 306 Winnebago S t . Decorah, IA. 52101 Telephone 319-382-5852 
Organization Winneshiek County H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n Commission 

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only 

1. Off ice Information Sources on this Property Q Review and Compl iance Project: 

• County Resource File 

• Windshie ld Survey rn O t h e r . 

• National Register Q O t h e r , 

• Crants- ln-Aid: • O t h e r , 

• Determinat ion of Eligibility 

3. Photo Images 

2. Sub|ect Traces 

a. 

b. 

c. 

d. 

e. 
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Significance I Indie at f sources of informat ion for all statements) 

Jll Architectural significance 

Q a. Key struc ture individual ly may qualify for the National Register 

^ _ . X l n Contr ibut ing structure 

[ J < • Not eligible intrusion 

The Clay Hill school has been removed from its original site. It is one of 

only two schools which were moved and used for commercial purposes. This 

structure was moved to Wonder Cave, where it served as an office and an historic 

site. The integrity and design are moderate. This schoolhouse is in good 

condition. 

_'l Historical Significance Themelsl E d u c a t j L Q I L 

[~J ». Key structure individual ly may qualify for the National Register 

X X b I ont r ibut ing struc ture 

T ] ( . Not el igible intrusion 

• 

22. Sources (for primary and secondary sou re es, give < ornplete fac ts of publ icat ion: author, t it le, place of publ icat ion, date, etc.): 

Prepared In .. Dale 

•\ddress Telephone 

t Jrgani/atic in — . 

1 For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only 

I Of fu e In tor mat ion Sou re es on this Property (~J Review and Compliance PlojtH t: 

~~] ( ounty Resource f i le 
r ] Windshie ld Survey [H Other 

f~] National Register Q Other 

H ( .ranls- ln-Aid: • O t h e r . 

f j Determinat ion i l l l l ig ibi l i ty 

t. Photo Images 
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Winn. Co. School Survey 
Decorah No. 5 - Clay Hill 
Decorah Twp. Sec. 3 







Decorah Twp. District No. 8 - Bruvold 



Significance (Indicate sources of informat ion for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance 

• a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

• b. Contr ibut ing structure 

• c. Not el igible/ intrusion 

The frame gable roof schoolhouse had a later shed addition installed 
on the primary elevation. Lap siding found inside this addition appears to 
be weathered on the wall which enters into the main classroom. The building 
originally faced with its primary elevation to the west. At the present this 
now faces to the east. The site had a stepped chimney on the wall opposite 
to the entry. There was no basement to the structure. Originally, the building 
had three sets of windows on the north and south elevations. The floorplan 
would look like one small room and the main room. The door between these 
rooms was centrally located. The building was originally white but had been 
painted red on the farm. The siz of structure is 18'4" by 30'8". 

21. Historical Significance Theme(s) E d u c a t i o n 

• a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

• b. Contr ibut ing structure 

• c. Not el igible/ intrusion 

The legal description is T 98 N R 8 W Sec. 36 HE of SW. The schoolhouse 
was move to the Ivan W. Haugen farm, route 1 Decorah, Iowa. The site was 
sometimes referrred to as the Rognlien school. Ivan hasaltered the south and 
north walls by cuting in a door on both sides and by closing off the windows. 
He has also added a door opening above the entry addition which is used for 
filling the presently used grainary. 

22. Sources (for primary and secondary sources, give complete facts of publ icat ion: author, t i t le, place of publ icat ion, date, etc.): 

In t e rv i ew with Ivan Haugen i n February, 1986. 

Prepared by Steven L. Johnson nato February 25 . 1986 
Address 306 Winnebago S t . Decorah, IA. 52101 

_ T e l e p h o n e _ 319-382-5852 
Organization Winneshiek County H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n Commission. 

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only 

1. Off ice Information Sources on this Property • Review and Compl iance Proiect: 

• County Resource File 

• Windshie ld Survey n O t h e r . 

• National Register • O t h e r . 

• Crants- ln-Aid: • O t h e r . 

• Determinat ion of Eligibility 

3. Photo Images 

2. Sub|ect Traces 

a. 

b. 



Significance (Indicate sources of informat ion for all statements) 

.Ml Architectural significance 

• a. key structure individual ly may qualify for the National Register 

" • • ^ X J b- Cont r ibut ing structure 

• < . Not eligible intrusion 

The Bruvold has been moved from its original location. The structure is 

presently used as a grainary and has had minimal alterations. The integrity 

and design are moderate, in part due to its present barn red paint finish. 

This schoolhouse is in good condition. 

H, Historical Significance Ihemels) Educa tion. 
["] a. Key strut ture individuallv ma\ qu.ilifv for the National Register 

}Q5 b. ( on l r ibu t ing strut ture 

f j ( . Not eligible intrusion 

| 

l i . Sources (for primary' and secondary sourtes, give complete fads of publ icat ion: author, t i t le, place of publ icat ion, date, etc.): 

Prepared In 

Address 

c )rgani7ation 

Date 

Telephone 

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only 

I ( Hi'u v Informat ion Souri es ni l this Properts 
r~'l ( nunt \ Resourc e File 

"] Windshie ld Survr\ 

H National Register 

J-] d r a n t s - l n A i d : 

~"] Determinat ion of I l ig ihi l iU 

•!. Sur>)e( t Irac e s 

M I 

• Review and Compliance Prci|ecl: 

n ( " h e r 

• Other 

m o t h e r . 

i. Photo Images 



Winn. Co. School Survey 
Decorah No. 8 - Bruvold 
Decorah Twp. Sec. 36 







Frankville Twp. District No. 3 - McKay School 



Significance (Indicate sources of informat ion for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance 

• a. Key structure/ individual ly may qualify for the National Register 

• b. Cont r ibu t ing structure 

• c. Not el igible/ intrusion 

The frame hipped roof schoolhouse originally faced to the south. 
The building had a bell tower of the central door opening. On the 
primary elevation the roof has a projecting dormer centrally located on 
the wall. There is a small deck on the hip roof of this building. It 
had a basement with stone foundation. There are five sets of windows 
which were located on the east elevation. There were no windows on the 
west elevation and two small windows on the north elevation. The small 
entry area was divided into three sections: the central hall, a coat 
room on each side for the boys and the girls. The blackboard was on.the 
west wall. The rooms had wainscot and press metal ceilings. 

21. Historical Significance Theme(s) E d u c a t i o n 

• a. Key structure/ individual ly may qualify for the National Register 

• b. Cont r ibut ing structure 

• c. Not el igible/ intrusion 

The schoolhouse was 26'9 by 28'9". The building was moved to the 
Robert O'Hara farm. His address is Route 2, Postville, IA. 52162. 
The legal description of the new site is: T 97 N R 7 W Sec. 15 SW of SW. 

22. Sources (for primary and secondary sources, give complete facts of pub l ica t ion: author, t i t le, place of publ icat ion, date, etc.): 

In t e rv i ew with Art Ruen, Decorah, IA. i n Febraury, 1986 

Prepared hv Steven L. Johnson na„, February 26. 1986 
Address 306 Winnebago S t . Decorah, IA. 52101 Telephone 319-382-5852. 
Organization Winneshiek County H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n Commission 

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only 

I . Off ice Informat ion Sources on this Property • Review and Compliance Pro|ect: 

• County Resource File 

• Windshie ld Survey • Other 

• National Register • O t h e r . 

• Crants-ln-Aid: • Other. 

• Determinat ion of Eligibility 

3. Photo Images 

2. Sub|ect Traces 

a. 

b. 

c. 

d . 

e. 



qb - V7//-7U; I -

Significance (Indicate sources of informat ion for all statements) 

JO Architectural significance 

'. Key st ructure indiv idual ly may qualify for the National Register 

j J T ) . Cont r ibu t ing structure 

• < . Not eligible intrusion 

The McKay school has been moved from its original location. The structure 

is presently used as a garage. The primary elevation has been destroyed by 

the intrusion of a garage door. Therefore, the integrity and design are low. 

The condition of this structure is fair. 

J 1 Historical Significance Iheme(s) . Education 
P] a. Kev struc lure individually mav qualify for the National Register 

P5 b. ( nnt r ibut ing strui ture 

(H c , Not eligible intrusion 

11. Sources i for primary and sei ondary sources, give c omple le fac Is of publ icat ion: author, t i t le, place of pub l ica t ion, date, etc.): 

Prepared by 

\ddress 

( H^ani /at ion 

Date 

Telephone 

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only 

I C >t!ic e Informat ion Soun es nn tins Property 
r~] ( o u n H ResoUM e Tile 
r~j Windshie ld Survey 

H National Register 

H Cranls- ln-Aid: 

f~J Determinat ion of I ligibilitv 

_'. Suti|ei t Ira< es 

• Review and Compliance Proj lKt; 

G Other _ _ . 

• Other 

D Other 

1. Photo Images 



Winn. Co. School Survey 
Frankville No. 3 - Mc Kay 
Frankville Tvrp. Sec 15 







Fremont Twp. District No. 1 - Plymouth Rock 



Significance (Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance 

• a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

O b. Contr ibut ing structure 

• c. Not el igible/ intrusion 

The frame gable roof "building originally had its primary elevation 
facing to the west. The internal "brick chimney was located on the gable 
end opposite to the entry door. There was never a basement but the school 
did have a stone foundation. The exterior door was located to the right 
of center on the west elevation(no windows). The north and south elevations 
had a set of three windows for cross-lighting. One set of the windows 
aloowed light into the entry room. The door between the entry area and the 
main room was centrally located. 

21. Historical Significance Theme(s) E d u c a t i o n 

• a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

• b. Contr ibut ing structure 

• c. Not el igible/ intrusion 

The building size is 20*^" by 30'5"• The schoolhouse was moved to the 
Lawrence Bird farm with the mailing address as route one, Gresco, IA. 52136. 
The legal description on the new site is T 100 N R 10 W Sec. 35 SE of NW. 
The primary elevation on the new location faces to the east. Little 
alterations have been done on the building. It needs repair work. 

22. Sources (for primary and secondary sources, give complete facts of publ icat ion: author, t i t le, place of publ icat ion, date, etc.): 

In t e rv i ew with Dwain Gaul on February 26, 1986. 

Prepared hy Steven L. Johnson pate February 26. 1986 
Address 306 Winnebago S t . Decorah, IA. 52101 

Telephone 319-382-5852 Organization Winneshiek County H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n Commission 

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only 

1. Off ice Information Sources on this Property [-] Review and Compliance Project: 

• County Resource File 

• Windshield Survey (H Other 

• National Register • O t h e r . 

• Crants- ln-Aid: • O t h e r . 

• Determinat ion of Eligibility 

3. Photo Images 

2. Sub|ect Traces 

a. 

b. 

c. 

d . 

e. 
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Significance (Indie ate sources of informat ion for all statements) 

JO Architectural significance 

• a. Key structure-individually may ejualify for the National Register 

^ ^ • X X b t ont r ibut ing structure 

Q c . Not e l ig ib le in l rus ion 

The Plymouth school has been moved from its original location. It is now 

used as a chicken house. The integrity and design are good due to its 

exceptionally original condition. This schoolhouse is deteriorating. 

_'I Historical Significance Ihcmcls) ._, 

[~] a. key slruc ture individual ly may qualify for the National Register 

X X b ( ontr ibut ing struc ture 

f l c. Not eligible intrusion 

Education 

11. Sources i for primary and sec ondary sources, give complete facts of publ icat ion: author, t i t le, p late of publ icat ion, date, etc. 

Prepared b\ 

•\ddress 

I )rgani7atii>n 

.Date 

.Telephone 

r For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only 

I < )tfic i" Information Socirc es n i l this Property 

f~] < ounty Resourc e File 

• Windshield Suryey 
r~] National Register 

H (.rants-ln-Aid: . . . 

] Determinat ion of I l igibil i ly 

1. Sub|ec t Irac es 

a 

c . 
I 

d . 
e. 

• Review and Compliance Prefect: 

• Other 

• Other 

• Other 

i. Photo Images 
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Winn. Co. School Survey 
Fremont No. 1 - Plymouth 

Rock 
Fremont Twp. Sec. 35 







Fremont Twp. District No. 4 - Johnson(Red) 



Significance (Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance 

• a. Key structure/ individual ly may qualify for the National Register 

• b. Cont r ibu t ing structure 

• c. Not el igible/ intrusion 

The frame gable roof school originally had its primary elevation 
facing to the north. The exterior door was off-center to the east on 
the north elevation. There were two sets of windows on the east and 
west elevations. These have been altered to a smaller size at the new 
location. At a later date the woodshed was attached to the south elevation 
and went across the wall two-thirds of the waybeginning at the south-east 
corner. The entry to the attached shed was on the east with a window 
on the south wall. On the main building, there was a window on the south 
elevation off-center towards the west. The access to the main room from 
the shed was off-center from the east side. It appears that the school 
had a pair of windows off-center between the internal brick chimney which went 

21. His tor^caF^r^ante 1 6 P 8 a k ' ThemeU) E d u c a t i o n 

• a. Key structure/ individual ly may qualify for the National Register 

• b. Cont r ibut ing structure 

• c. Not el igible/ intrusion 

(continued from above) One of these windows was later made into a door 
which connects the two rooms. The school had no basement but had a stone 
foundation. It has the standing seam metal roof and had a bell tower on 
the roof near the front. It also had anattached flag pole. The School was 
moved by the Amish near Lenora, Minnesota and used as a house. The new owner 
is Rudy Yoder, rural route, Mabel, MN. 5595^. The legal description is 
T 101 N R 9 W Sec. 1 NE of NE (Canton Twp. Filmore Co. MN.) The size of 
building is 18' x 30*. 

22. Sources (for primary and secondary sources, give complete facts of publ icat ion: author, t i t le, place of publ icat ion, date, etc.): 

In t e rv i ew with Norton Johnson, Harmony, MN. i n February I986 

Prepared hv Steven L. Johnson n^te February 26. 1986 
Address 306 Winnebago S t . Decorah, Iowa 52101 Telephone. 319-382-5852 
Organization Winneshiek County H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n Commission 

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only 

1. Off ice Informat ion Sources on this Property • Review and Compliance Project: 

• County Resource File 

• Windshie ld Survey • Other 

• National Register • O t h e r . 

• Crants- ln-Aid: • O t h e r . 

• Determinat ion of Eligibility 

3. Photo Images 

2. Subiect Traces 

a. 

b. 

c. 

d . 

e. 
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Significance (Indicate sources of in format ion for ail statements) 

JO. Architectural significance 

• a. Key structure individually may (qualify for the National Register 

^ P ^ X X f o - Cont r ibu t ing structure 

[ 1 c . Not el igible intrusion 

The Johnson school has been moved from its' original location. It is the only 

school in Winneshiek County to be moved out of the state of Iowa. Currently it 

serves as a home for an Amish family in Fillmore County, Minnesota. The exterior 

has been extensively altered. Therefore, the integrity and design are low. The 

condition of the structure is fair. 

Iheme(s) . Education _'I Historical Significance 

["] a Key striic ture individually may qualify for the National Register 

XXI ' ' ( on t r ibu l ing strui ture 

[~1 c . Not eligible intrusion 

tfl 

J J. Sources (for primary and sec ondar\ sou re es, give complete fac Is of publ icat ion: author, t i t le, place of publ icat ion, date, etc.) : 

Prepared by 

•\ddress 

I >r^aMi/atinn 

Date 

Telephone 

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only 

i I ( Mfic e Informat ion Souri es on 'his Property 
i 
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''] V\mdshie ld Survey 

Q National Register 

• Crants- ln-Md , ._ . 
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• Other, 
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i. Photo Images 



Winn. Co. School Survey 
Fremont No. 4 - Johnson 
Fremont Twp. Sec. 17 
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The information contained in this booklet was the result 
of the Winneshiek County Rural Schoolhouse survey which 
was conducted in the spring of 1985. The survey discovered 
that fiftyfour schoolhouses exist on their original sites. 
The basis for the survey centered around Charles G. Stoen. 
His map of the existing schoolhouses in 1933, served as our 
reference for the study. Mr. Stoen served as county super
intendent for the years of 1933 - 1964. The survey has 
uncovered an additional twentysix schoolhouses which have 
beeb removed from their original sites. 

Steven L. Johnson 



WINNESHIEK COUNTY SCHOOLHOUSE SURVEY 

On Micro-film at the Preus Library 

The Decorah Public Opinion 

February 5, 1931 Page 5 
Springfield No. 1 
Hesper No. 4 

February 12, 1931 Page 5 
Jackson No. 7 
Hesper Village 

February 19, 1931 Page 3 
Frankville No. 2 
Madison No. 8 

March 5, 1931 Page 11 
Canoe No. 4 
Burr Oak Village 

March 12, 1931 Page 2 
Sumner No. 4 
Jackson No. 4 

March 19, 1931 Page 5 
Canoe No. 3 
Military No. 6 

April 2, 1931 Page 5 
Frankville No. 6 
Calmar No. 5 

January 1985 

April 16, 1931 page 5 
Madison No. 2 
Burr Oak No. 1 

April 23, 1931 Page 10 
Burr Oak No. 7 
Fremont No. 4 

April 30, 1931 page 4 
Orleans No. 6 
Bloomfield No. 1 

May 7, 1931 Page 2 
Burr Oak No. 6 

May 14, 1931 page 11 
Canoe No. 1 
Decorah No. 3 

May 28, 1931 page 5 
Bloomfield No. 7 
Springfield No. 6(Nordness) 



Decorah PUBLIC OPINION Thursday February 5, 1931 

"Histories of Winneshiek County Rural School Districts" 

District No. 1, Springfield Township, Ethel Yarwood, Teacher 
Written by Antoinette Bakke 

The early pioneers of this district "built a small log schoolhouse 
near the Pioneer Cemetery, near the corner of the four townships, 
Decorah, Springfield, Glenwood and Frankville. 

The schoolhouse was built north and south, the door was in the south 
and there was one window on each side. Some of the teachers were Mr, 
Crawford and Charlie Lennon; some of the pupils were John Running, 
John Hegg, Embret Skaarlia, Andrew Brandhagen and Nels Jacobson. 

This choolhouse was vacated and the district was redistricted. A 
new schoolhouse was then built of stone across the road from Brandhagen, 
on a 20-acre field that Brandhagen owned. It was twenty feet wide and 
thiry feet long, the walls were two feet thick.(ERROR) The schoolhouse 
was furnished with home made desks. 

It was erected in 1862 and was named the Brandhagen School. In those 
days it was customary to name the school after the nearest resident. 
Some of the first teachers were Mr. Hawkins and Abraham Jacobson, 
one of the first directors was Andrew Lomen, some of the later pupils 
that attended school there were Gilbert and Erick Soland, Ole Running 
C. J. Torgrimson, Torger Sigrid, Nels Martha, Andrew and Knute Hove, 
Edwin, Elizabeth and Martha Lomen, Edgar Anderson and some Johnson 
boys andothers we cannot remember. 

Spelling contests were very common in those early days, in each individual 
school and between districts. Sometimes the best speller won a prize. 
We have been told that John Running spelled down many, many schools. 
This school(No. 1) became congested because it was a small schoolhouse. 

Another schoolhouse was then built of stone in 1870 on a piece of land 
bought from Torgrimson for $30. It was built by Paul Warner , who 
hired Andrew Brandhagen as his assistant. Later this schoolhouse was 
named Red Oak School, deriving its name from the Red Oak Creamery, built 
across from the school, because of the many red oak trees that grew 
around it. 

The first benches were home-made and the first heatment was by a box 
stove, located towards the back of the room, and the stovepipe running 
the whole length of the room, as the chimney was located in the front 
part. This heating system was very unsatisfactory. Those near the 
stove were too warm and those farther off would freeze in cold weather. 

The first teacher was Anna Rude and some of her pupils were Cornelius 
and Jacob Torgrimson, Ole Running, Edwin, Elizabeth and Martha Lomen, 
Nels, Andrew, Knute and Martha Hove, Edgar Anderson and Gilbert and 
Erick Soland. 

The school year was divided in two two terms, four months in the winter 
and two in the summer. The studies were Reading, Writing, Arithmetic, 
Spelling, Geography, Grammar and a little History. 

Some thirty years ago the oak trees were cut down and evergreens were 
planted on the west and north sides. Later a cellar was excavated and 
a furnace installed, and L. Wangsness built a new chimney on the north 



Springfield No. 1 - Red Oak School continued 

side, The woodshed, located on the north side, was moved west of the 
schoolhouse. This improved the schoolground, and playground equipment 
was added. A large entry was built by Sig Hanson in 1923, and furnace 
heat was installed there also. 

The interior of the schoolhouse has been replastered and decorated 
and the walls are a beautiful background to our many pretty pictures. 
We have a good library, an organ and a phonograph. Our schoolhouse 
is one of the prettiest and best equipped in our community. The 
beautiful stone structure stands as a fitting tribute to our good 
old Pioneers. 

The above article was found by Steve Johnson from a lead given 
by Laura Amdahl, who presently resides in the building. 



Decorah PUBLIC OPINION 
Thursday, February 5, 1931 
"Histories of Winneshiek County Rural School Districts" 

School District No. 4 Hesper Township 
Amelia K. Anderson, Teacher, Written by Gerald Thorsen, 7th Grade 

At a meeting of the citizens of sub-district No. 4 of Hesper township, 
Winneshiek county, Iowa, held March 9th, 1874, for the purpose of organizing 
an independent District, Daniel Calkins was chosen chairman and Darious Grazier 
secretary. After some little discussion, the name chosen for the new district 
was Canoe Creek Independent District No. 4. 

Election of officers being next in order, the following named gentlemen were 
duly elected for the ensuing year, viz.-For President, David Huff, for treasurer, 
Daniel Calkins, for secretary, Darious Grazier. Questions arising, how many 
months school shall we have; decided three months summer and three months 
winter school, $160.00 being agreed upon as sufficient wages for said term. 

Darious Grazier, Daniel Calkins, 
Secretary Chairman 

A meeting was held on April 29, 1874, which resulted in an order for $128.69 
being drawn, this being the first order received of the treasurer. On April 
29, 1874, the first order was issued to a teacher, Walter E. Akens. The second 
order was issued to Martha Hewey on August 6, 1874. The third order was issued 
to Alice Kenyon, March 26, 1875. 

April 9, 1900, a special meeting was held in regard to the erection of a new 
school house to replace the old brick building, making a half-mile difference 
in location. It was voted to be built at the cost of $1000.00. In the fall 
of 1928 the school was added to the list of standardized schools of Winneshiek 
county. 

The following teachers have served the district since its organization: 
Walter Akens, Alice Kenyon, Martha Henry, Lucia Glidden, M. E. Riley, Myra 
Briggs, O. D. Gidley, Jenny Hall, John Street, C. E. Veeder, Ida Flynn, Mrs. 
Martha Perry, Climena Snider, M. L. Edwards, Augusta Henry, Winnie Perry, 
Wm. H. Reed, Millie Little, Ella Nutling, Julia Wingate, Mamie Kennedy, Alice 
Landon, Emma Manning, Carrie Willsie, Sadie Mahaffey, Emma Calkins, Charles 
Houck, Louis Wolfenberger, Nellie Willsie, Josie Stortz, A. V. Thompson, Lillie 
Grinder, Nettie Gellerman, Minnie Wohlford, G. W. Kline, Miss Hubbell, Viola 
Seelye, Jessie Blodget, Mattie McMullen, Ida C. Davidson, Emma Schaub, Amelia 
Gustafson, Amelia Teskey, Felicita Schissel, Hattie Little, Louise Kubish, Clara 
McMullen, Nellie Lanphier, Regina Fisher, Christine Helsey, Murial Foltz, 
Bernice Feltis, Mayme Flak, Marguerite Tracy, Agnes Welsh, Myrlie Sharp, Donald 
Sears, Josephine Hagen, Alice Bolson, Lena Baker, Grace Street, Palma Erickson, 
and Amelia R. Anderson, present teacher. 



Decorah PUBLIC OPINION 
Thursday, February 12, 1931 
"Histories of Winneshiek County Rural School Districts" 

History of School District No. 7, Jackson township 
Written by Marcella Vsetecka, Grade 7, age 12 years 

Long ago, on Oct. 19, 1885, an acre of land was bought from C. E. Dickerman 
and his wife Lizzie Dickerman for $35.00, and upon this tract of land the 
pioneers of this district decided to construct a building for the purpose of 
education, a bulding known as "The Little Red School House." It is thought 
that the school was built the same year or the beginning of the next year. 
It was wooden, and being the seventh built in the district, it received the 
name of School District No. 7. 

At that time there were eight months of school, but many pupils attended only 
during the winter months. The attendance was from 20 to 25 pupils. The main 
subjects were Penmanship, Arithmetic, Reading, Spelling, Grammar, History, and 
some Geography. The first teacher of this school was Amos Kirchman, the second 
Sadie Reihle, the third Anna Lyons. Some other teachers were Otto Davis, Ole 
Olson, Will Wendel, Hattie Holmes, Henry Burns, Mary Smith, Alice McGovern, 
Will Barloon, Julia Tomashek, Pearl Jack, Tillie Kubish, Melda Mullen, Julia 
Thomas, Bee Burns and Frank Jones. 

One of the teachers, Otto Davis, rode a bicycle from Waucoma, a distance of 
eight miles, to school every day. Another's salary is known to have been only 
$28.00 a month. The oldest pupil now living and residing in the district is 
John Shileny. He is 54 years old and recalls distinctly when he walked to the 
school every morning in the years of 1885 and 1886. Mr. Shileny is now 
engaged in farming. 

The oldest pupil residing out of the district is John Bartosh, now located 
near Fort Atkinson, Iowa. Most of the former pupils are now engaged in 
farming. Will Barloon, who taught between the years of 1899 and 1900, later 
on received a position as a Superintendent of Schools of Carroll County. 
Some of the directors were Mike Kunt, John Jirak, Frank Kovarik, and Joe 
Barloon. On May 9 in the year of 1918 a bad tornado came and destroyed the 
"Little Old School House." A new one was built the following summer, the one 
which today stands and is attended by fourteen pupils. 



Decorah PUBLIC OPINION 
Thursday, February 12, 1931 
"Histories of Winneshiek County Rural School Districts" 

History of the Hesper Public School 
Written "by Kenneth Johnson, Hesper Public School, age 12, grade 7. 

The first school in Hesper village, in what is known now as Independent 
District No. 1, was taught in the winter of 1854 and 1855 by Matilda Chap-
pel in a log house on the ridge on the east side of the road east from 
Taber's mill. The next was taught by G. N. Holway in the winter of 1855 
and 1856 in a shack near a spring on his farm on the north of the road two 
miles west of the village, and also in a log house on the summit of Pike's 
hill on the north side, three-quarters of a mile east of the village. The 
winter term of 1856 and 1857 was also taught by G. N. holway, this term in 
James Hutchinson's house one mile west and three-quarters of a mile south of 
the village. The first summer term was taught by Amy Wilson in 1857. A school 
house was built in 1857 and the first term in it was taught by Edward Holway. 

Beginning with the 1867, summer term, two teachers were employed both summer 
and winter. Mary E. Johnson and Margaret Cameron were the teachers for this 
summer. Lydia H. Battey substituted for Mary E. Johnson one month on account 
of the latter's illness. This term was taught in the schoolhouse. After this 
the primary classes were taught in a separate building. 

A new schoolhouse, which is the one used now, was built in 1872 for three 
departments, but only two rooms were ready for the winter of 1872 and 1873, 
the advanced and the primary. The intermediate was completed the following 
summer. After this teachers were engaged for the school year beginning in 
September. From then on for several years only two teachers were employed. 
Then three teachers were employed until 1926. From 1926 on we have used only 
the primary and intermediate rooms. At present Miss M. Sharp teaches the first, 
second, third and fourth grades in the primary room, and Mr. E. H. Burreson 
teaches the fifth, sixth, seventh and eight grades in the intermediate room. 
The advanced room is used for school programs and community affairs. 
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History of the Pagin School, Dist. No. 2, Frankville Twp. 
Written by Leslie R. Smorstad, 6th grade 

The first school house in Frankville township, district number two, was 
built in the year 1853 on the Hubbell farm and the playground east of the 
building on the Pagin farm. It was poorly built of lumber hauled from Lansing, 
which was a distance of 25 miles. 

Trees were planted around the school grounds for a fence so that the livestock 
could not enter the playground. The school houses of those days were far 
different from ours. This one faced the east and had double doors in front 
for entrance. The desks were used boards nailed against the walls, the seats 
had no backs, but were slabs of boards along the walls. They used wood stoves 
for heating the building. The drinking fountain was not like the one we have 
now. They used a water pail and dipper. When the water was brought they would 
pass it around and everyone used the same dipper. Slates and pencils were 
used instead of paper. 

In the winter the school house became so cold that school was held in session 
at Pagin's in an old log house which they had. The average attendance from 1853 
to 1871 was approximately 35 pupils; the average attendance now is 17. The 
present school house which cost $1,250, was built in 1871. The lumber was 
brought from Lansing. It was built on the south side of the road(Highway No. 9) 
facing the north. Its appearance from the outside was much like that of a 
church. There were double doors in which you entered the building. Two entries 
were used, one for the boys' wraps to the east, and the other for girls to 
the west. The seats and desks were of walnut. A raised platform was built 
and on this was the teacher's chair and desk. The stove for heating wasn't 
effective. 

At different times the school house was used for English religious services, 
also spelling contests, school debates, entertainments etc. It was remodeled 
in 1924, at a cost which amounted to over $2,000. During that time they had school 
in the parochial school house, which is about 160 rods west from the present 
building. It always has been called the Pagin school house. The first teacher 
was Miss White. The present teacher is Miss Jeanette Burreson 
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History of School District No. 8, Madison Township 
Written by Alberta Amundson, Age 11, Grade 7 

At one time our school district and Madison district No. 6 were combined, 
and made use of one school house about one-half mile north of where the 
school house now is located. The school house burned to the ground in 
some mysterious way. When it was rebuilt later the districts were divided 
into two separate school districts(now known as Madison school district No.6 
and district No. 8.) The land on which our school house is now located 
was donated by Mr. Forrester. In 1900 there were thirty-six pupils enrolled 
in our school. One of these was Walter Dyrland who was killed in France 
during the World War. 

In 1921 this school was closed for a year because there were not enough 
pupils to keep the school open. Great improvements were made for this 
district No. 8 in 1927. A basement was built, which has a separate coal 
room; also a furnace was installed at the time. The total enrollment in 
this school district is twenty-two pupils. 



Decorah Public Opinion 
Thursday, March 5, 1931 
"Histories of Winneshiek County Rural School Districts" 

History of Canoe School, Dist. No. 4, Canoe Township 
Wriiten by Dagmar Langaas, Age 13, Lottie Peterson, Teacher 

To write a history of this school is rather difficult because of its 
age and lack of records. My father and mother came to this country from 
Norway and started to school in the years 1875-1878, and the school house 
wasn't new then. 

This school house was "built some time between the years 1860-1865 and was 
then called the Tilden school of Canoe township. It was a log cabin, but 
later was replaced with a frame building. There has been an addition built, 
also a hall and basement with a good furnace. The school house was used for 
a church, also for parochial school, and for a public meeting house. 

During the years from 1875 and up, there were as many as 40 and more pupils 
attending school, many being grown men and women, who came over from Norway 
and started to school to learn to read and write the English language. 

These later years there has been a small enrollment; this term there is an 
enrollment of 10. These are the names of some of those having taught in this 
school:-Vam Bergeson 1874, Lydia Tavener 1875, Orvin Gidley 1875-6, Sarah 
Iverson 1877, Sarah Botsford 1878, Clara Griebel, Frank Jaeger, N. A. Holkesvik, 
Peder Swendsen, Julia Fossum, Katherine Grady, C. Weber, Rebecca Bryant, Emma 
Nesheim, Fred Lyppert, Bert Combs, O. A. Lein, George Kline, Hilda Rudy, Madge 
Blount, Allie Andrus, Florence Child, Gina Gunderson, Nellie Row, Sadie Dinger, 
Nettie Iverson, Ella Iverson, Hilda Pederson, Selma Williams, Ida Spilde, 
Selma Jaastad, Lottie Langaas, Hannah Hanson, Hans Holverson. 
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History of Burr Oak 
Compiled and Written by Pupils of the Seventh Grade 

Burr Oak is the second from the west in the northern tier of townships 
in Winneshiek county. Burr Oak precinct for several years included all 
the northern tier of townships. Burr Oak village, named after the huge 
burr oak trees growing in the vicinity, is on Silver Creek near the center 
of the eastern side of the township, and about three-fourths of a mile 
from its eastern line. It was plotted by S. Middlebrook in 1856. By the 
census of 1880 Burr Oak township had a population of 826, and the village 
199. It is about twelve miles from Decorah, with which it was connected by the 
A. M. Perry daily mail and stage coach. 

A. J. Cratsenberg was postmaster at that time. There was a good hotel, the 
American House, kept by J. H. Porter. In the early days there were three 
church buildings, the Methodist, Congregational and Adventist.(The 
Congregational church is now Rex A. Ward's garage). The Odd Fellows lodge 
of forty members had a hall of their own. In the fall of 1881 a five 
per cent tax was voted for a railroad through Burr Oak, Known as the 
"Minnesota, Iowa and Southern," running from La Crosse southwest. This 
plan was not fully carried out. 

Burr Oak today is different from what our forefathers found it. At that 
time no bridge spanned the Mississippi river at any point from its source 
to its mouth. All supplies were brought by team from the Mississippi river 
points, and all produce taken there in like manner. Many were the hard
ships endured by the long drives in the sold of winter. In 1851 Samuel 
Belding and his half-brother Wheeler erected the first log hotel which they 
soon sold to John Wagner. They also put up the first blacksmith shop, with 
Mr. Belding as the first blacksmith. During that summer Mr. Wheeler built 
a log house on the slope in the northern part of the village. This was the 
first house within the present village flat. 

The old stone schoolhouse in Burr Oak Grove in the north part of the village, 
long known as Reliham Grove, near the mill now stands, and for which the 
village was named, was also erected that summer. The first school in the 
village was taught by Moses Brace. There had been a term or two taught in 
the log building southwest of town near the creek. The stone building proved 
very cold and coats had to be worn all day in that school house, so a brick 
one was built on the present site. Since all the old records of these 
schools have been destroyed by time and fire, we have only "hear say" to 
go by. We know that a number of the old settlers have the honor of saying 
they have taught in Burr Oak or that they have received their education 
in one of these old buildings. The brick building was torn down. The 
present school house was erected in its place. 

Some of the settlers of the early fifties were David Jewell, Albert Sage, 
William Peacock, Levi Moore, Jared Ferguson, John Ackerson, Richard Smith 
and James Ervin. The latter two were great grandfather, and great, great 
grandfather of the Smith children now going to school in Burr Oak. 
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Near Burr Oak are limestone quarries, and the surface of the country 
is rolling and fertile, and well settled by intelligent farmers. In 
the western part of Burr Oak township is the famous cold water spring 
cave, and underground lake. 

At the present time Burr Oak township is a thickly settled and prosperous 
farming community where the radio, telephone, and automobile have connected 
this inland village with the outside world. 
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District No. 4, Sumer Township, Written by Lucile Huber, 7th Grade 

In the year of 1875 the early pioneers of district No. 4, Sumner township 
erected a "brick school house for the purpose of education. The land was 
purchased for a reasonable amount of money along the sunny roadside. The 
school houses in these days are far different from the old school of ours. 
This one faced the east and had double doors; the desks were very old-fashioned, 
as they provided for two pupils. The drinking fountain was not like the one 
we have now. They used a water pail and dipper. When the water was brought 
one pupil would pass it around and each pupil used the same dipper. Slates 
and pencils were used instead of paper. The main subjects taught were penmanship, 
arithmetic, reading, spelling, grammar, history and some geography. It was 
destroyed by a cyclone fourteen years ago, later being rebuilt and pebbledashed. 
The woodshed and toilets were moved and placed in a more convenient place on 
the school grounds, those being built of lumber. 

Spelling contests were very common in those early days in each individual 
school and between districts, and prizes were given to the best spellers. 
The interior of the school room has been painted and decorated and the walls 
are a beautiful background to our many pretty pictures. This was painted in 
the fall of 1930. We have a good library, phonograph, water fountain, maps, 
and globe and hand-painted pictures made by the pupils and the teacher. 

The school year in pioneer days was divided into two terms, four months in 
winter and two in the summer. The attendance at this time was from 20 to 
27 pupils. Some of the teachers who have taught in this district are as 
follows: Netta Gellerman, Peter Snyder, Grace Blodgett, Minnie Natvig, Josie 
Espeseth, Gurena Landswerk, Prank Soukup, Otilia Polansky, Ralph S. Novak, 
Grace Huber, Mildred M. Balik and Blanche M. Tierney, present teacher. 
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History of School District No. 4, Jackson Township 
Written by Virginia Wichman 

The school of Jackson township, District No. 4, which we still attend 
was built about sixty-five years ago. Mr. Henry Wichman donated the 
half-acre of land and was the man who wanted the school built. Mr. Salmon 
Steine was hired by Henry Wichman to build the school. There was no 
school here before this one. 

Many of the children didn't go to school before this time, and those who 
did, had to go to St. Lucas, which is about four miles distant. At one 
time there were thirty-six pupils attending here, while now there are 
only eleven. A road went past Henry Wichman's grove on the northwest 
side and came out at Casey's near Jackson Junction. That was the road to 
Jackson then. 

In 1878 the land was surveyed for a railroad. It came up in Jackson 
township, a quarter of a mile and then angled down past Matt Balk's 
farm and came out at Guy Goddard's near Ft. Atkinson. The land here 
was surveyed, but the grade was never made. 

In 1886 or 1888 a road past Matt Otter's, Frank Deeny's and Joe Lockwood's 
was put in. That was the last new road made. On that road on a little 
hill there is Bear Lake. It was started in 1926 and finished in 1929. 
It is in the middle of the road, usually with about two feet of water in 
it. It got its name from the man who started it,(Philip Bear of Waucoma.) 
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Springwater School, District No. 3 
Written by Violet Erickson, Grade 8 

Springwater school is the third oldest school in Canoe township. The 
first school was about one-half mile south of the present location. This 
was also used as a Quaker meetinghouse. The exact location of the old 
school house is unknown. It burned in the early sixties. The present 
school ground of 1 ¼ acres was bought from Ezra and Eunice King, June 1, 
1863. 

It is a one-room school house, built of home-sawn oak and walnut lumber. 
The first seats were made by carpenters, seat boards of oak and the 
desks of basswood. There was a large cast iron box stove near the center 
of the room. It was cold in winter on account of the single floor of 
unmatched oak boards. It was hard to get the wood to burn, because there 
was no woodshed and during the winter months and wet weather the wood had 
to be piled beside the stove to dry. In 1887 a woodshed, was built. 

In 1893 a pine floor was used to cover the old unmatched oak floor. The 
old carpenter-made seats were taken out and factory seats were substituted. 
There was seating capacity for 34 pupils. In 1888-89 there was probably 
the largest enrollment, 45 pupils. The present enrollment is 10 pupils. 
In 1901 the school house was raised and a new foundation was put under it. 
Shortly after new seats were put in. Several years ago a furnace was 
installed. A covered porch has been built on the south end of the school 
house, and belfry with bell was erected. 

No record is known as to who the teachers were before 1870. Since that 
time the following have been teachers in the school: Edward Cook, George 
Pfister, Ada Kinkade, George Tyler, William Bergeson, Mary Headington, Nell 
Olson(Holkesvik), Mary Mehan, Jennie Cruson, Rachel Odson, Mathilda Gjemes, 
Will Tyler, Lizzie Bergeson, Will Lowe, Thomas Amlie, Dora Puntney, Ida Moore 
Margaret Scott, Lucy Puntney, Louise Peterson, Carrie Thompson, Emily 
Pearson, Annis Mott, Alice Murray, Nellie Heinberg, Julia Fossum, Lena 
Mikelson, Gyda Olson, Emma Schab, Mrs. Lena Odson, Mary Murray, Kathleen 
Horan, Ella Vick, Gedelia Qualley, Mary Crawford, Ada Robinson, Nettie 
Travener, Tilla Thompson, Lily Wise, Anna Winger, Ida Kittelson, Keziah 
Wise, Amy Severson, Nettie Iverson, Katherine McMullen, Carrie Olmstad, 
Stella Qualley, Hilda Holm, Sadie Dinger, Clarence Myrah, Elsie Myrah, Dollie 
Ames, Kate Deming, Lena Bakken, Marie Broghammer, Blanche Marlow, Violet 
Ward, Nettie Thompson, Bernice Feltis, Mrs. Elsie Rasmussen, Dora Pilgrim, 
Velma Roney, Edna Roney, Mrs. Jacob Lee, Fay Barrett, Mildred Monson, 
Wilma Sorenson, Selma Grindeland, Lester Pfister. 
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The History of My School, District No. 6, Military Township 
Written by Alvine Valland 

In attempting to write a history of our school, I will first give its 
name or rather the name by which it is known in this community, "The 
Nesvik School." It has not always been known by its present name, although 
I will not be able to tell you everything about it, because I wasn't able 
to find out that much. I would only like to compare our present school 
house and school days with those of some years ago. 

I have heard some good stories that are always started something like this: 
"When I was young," told by persons in this neighborhood, who spent their 
school days where I am at present spending mine. I often wish that I could 
have been at school here then; they certainly must have played some real 
jokes on their "school-marms." 

At first the school house was located near what is now the Charley Moen 
place. I judge the enrollment at the time was about thirty; of course 
not that many in the fall and spring, as the other ones had to be at home 
and help their dads and mothers with the farm work. 

Some years later it was moved to its present location, exactly four and one-
half miles southeast of Ossian, a quarter of a mile south of the Peter Nesvik 
farmstead. It is in Military township, District No. 6. The disrict boundaries 
extend about two miles in each direction of the school house. 

The pupils living about here are mostly the children of the early settlers. 
Some of them are, Charley Moen, Sivert Lotvedt, Mrs. T. Enga, Theo. Jermeland, 
lewie Larson, Lena Eide. I think we have one of the prettiest school houses 
in Winneshiek county. It is near the road and has a fence on three sides of 
the lot. 

On the inside and around the fence are beautiful trees and some shurbs which 
serve as a windbreak and make the ground prettier. It also has a flag pole 
on the ground. It is an up-to-date school, having single adjustable seats, a 
jacketed stove and all the other necessary equipment. 
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History of District No. 6 Frankville Township 

About the year 1850, people were settling and building homes in the 
territory now known as Frankville township, district No. 6. When 
their homes were completed, they decided to construct a school house 
for the purpose of educating their families. This school house was a 
small frame building, erected about the year 1855 in the southwest 
corner of the present school yard. This was called the Rathbun school 
as it was customary in those days to name the school after the nearest 
resident. 

The main subjects taught in this school were reading, writing, arithmetic 
and spelling. Slates were used by the pupils, as tablets were unknown 
to the most of the children in early days. The school was furnished with 
home-made benches and desks placed around the wall. The building was 
heated by a box stove located in the center of the room. 

Some of the teachers who taught in this school were: Loretta Webster, 
Mary Anne Rathbun and Ben Loomis; some of the pupils were Rathbuns, Hills 
Robinsons, Strongs, Biglows and others we cannot remember. This school 
house stood until about the year 1865. Then a new frame school house, 
which is the one used now, was erected and a few years later was named 
Hyde. It acquired its name from the Hyde store and post office which 
was built across the road east of the school house. About the year 1904, 
the subdistricts of the township were reorganized into independent districts 
now known as the independant districts of Frankville township. 

During the years from 1910 to 1920 there were as many as forty or more pupils 
attending this school. Some of the early teachers in this school were: Ada 
Hart, Emily and Jane Lennon, May Rathbun, Mary Hogan, Agnes Cooper, Monnie 
Whalen, Will Linnevold, Ed Powers, Lena Rovang and Carrie Olson; some of 
the early pupils were: Coopers, Calendars, McCuskers, Murrays, Ewings, 
Rathbuns, Hollands, Schoonmakers, Youmans, Sherrys, Linnevolds, Serslands, 
Lennons and Gipps. 

In the year of 1919 the school was provided with the necessary equipment 
for standardization, but was not added to the list of standardized schools 
of Winneshiek county until 1920. Angeline Beachman was teaching the 
school at that time. At present our school is one of the best equipped schools 
in the community. We have an enrollment of eighteen pupils in school, 
ranging in ages from six to fourteen. 

The pupils attending this school at present are: Forrest Lang, Raymond 
Pankow, Eleanor Linnevold, Bobby and Lester Daniels, Alice and Mary 
Wiltgen, Donald, Paul, Herbert and Lloyd Sersland, Wayne and Eileen 
Green, Grace, Eloise, Robert and Vernon Lee and Alice Koch. The teacher 
of this school at the present time is Anna M. Farrell. 
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History of School District No. 5, Calmar township 
Written by Helen Bina, Grade 7 

The early history of our school district dates back to the fifties. 
Among the first settlers were: Martin Bouska, Frank Payor, Wenzel 
Mikesh, Andrew Kubesh. Some of the people who settled here later were: 
Peter Meyer, Louis Gross, James Slepicka, John Patcek, Frank Swella, 
Mike Zema, Jacob Sekora, James Kopet and John Novak. They soon saw 
the need of a school which was built one-fourth of a mile south on the 
land owned by Frank Kostka. 

The lumber for the first school house was bought of J. J. Haug of 
Spillville. Some(?) Leichnunt, who lived south of Spillville was 
the first teacher. Later this building was sold to Wenzel Koblishka 
and was used for a granary. About the year 1871 or 1872, a brick school 
was erected on the same place where the first school house stood, the 
mason work being done by Frank Rerabek of Spillville. The brick walls 
soon started to crumble and were taken apart. The frame part of the 
building was then moved one-fourth of a mile north to the present site. 
This was then sided and otherwise improved and served its purpose until 
1915. 

This school was destroyed by fire on October 28, 1915. Caroline Hruska 
was teaching here at that time. The children were playing at recess and 
gathered some dry grass, put it into some old stove pipes and then set it 
afire. When the teacher called school they threw them into the wood shed 
and it set fire to the school house. 

Among some of the first teachers, who taught here were John Taylor, Edward 
Dailey, Propop Neuzil, Nelle and Ida Warren. Some of the teachers who 
taught later were: Lizzie Isaacs, Rachel Johnson, Jessie Mikesh, Cecelia 
Kovarik, Florence Hazelton, Martin Mikesh, Louise Kubesh, Emma Winger, 
Caroline Hruska, Otilia Polansky, Mae Mikesh, Louise and Clara Swella and 
Helen Thaer. Our present teacher is Clara Kubesh. We have an enrollment of 
ten pupils. The pupils are: Mildred Karnik, Frank Karnik, Elvin Kubesh, 
Robert Kubesh, Dorothy Herold, Martha Herold, Geraldine Huber, Alvina 
Rothmeyer and Richard Rothmeyer. 

The following were at one time enrolled in school here: James Mikesh, 
who was a mathematics teacher at both Harvard and Yale and at present 
is teaching at Lawrenceville, N. J., Martin Mikesh, who is mechanical 
engineer for some Textile corporation at Jersey City, N.J., Louise Kubesh 
who has been a successful teacher of Home Sconimics for several years and 
is at present finishing a cource for a M. A. degree at the State Agricul
tural college at Ames. Bertha Kubesh was a grade teacher and Mae Mikesh 
a rural school teacher. Our school district No. 5, Calmar township, contains 
all of sections 21, 28, 33, and part of sections 20, 22, 27, 29, and 32. 
It at first did not include part of sections 22 and 27 which was annexed later. 
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District No. 2, Madison Township 
Written by Orville Tollefson, 8th Grade 

Until the year 1913, a large part of Northwest Madison attended the school 
near E. F. Bakken's. In the summer of 1913f several persons, John Drew 
among them, wished to divide the township into eight districts, making each 
district smaller. The northeast region of Madison was consequently divided 
into two districts. District No. 2 was built one mile west of the old school 
and is now located near T. E. Tollefson's. One acre of land was purchased 
from G. E. Bakken and a one-room school house was built by the Vine brothers. 

In the fall of 1913, school was opened in the new building with Terese Odden 
as the first teacher and an attendance of thirty. Since then, ten different 
teachers have been employed in this district. Eight years later, in 1921, the 
woodshed was torn down by a cyclone. At this time T. E. Tollefson was president 
of the school board and because of his influence, it was decided to build a 
basement under the school house in place of rebuilding a woodshed, because the 
cost would have been practically the same. 

In the fall of 1921, Gilbert Qualley and Louis Larson were hired to do the 
cement work and the rest of the work was done by members of the district. A 
furnace was then installed in the basement by Thompson, thus warming the floor 
of the school room much better than was possible with the old heating plant 
up in the school room. The fuel is now kept in one room of the basement. 
Another advantage is that children may play in the basement on cold and rainy 
days. This was the first basement to be built under any school house in 
Madison township. 

It was also through the efforts of president T. E. Tollefson that lightning 
rods were erected on all the school houses by Reed & Lennon in the spring of 
1921. In order to further insure the safety of the children against lightning 
the flagpole was removed from the school building and a steel flag pole was put 
up out on the school grounds. District No. 2 is the most centrally located 
school in the township and has a convenient and pleasant location on the 
North Madison road. 
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A Burr Oak Legend - The Rollins School 
Written by Everett Milton, Grade 6, Age 10 Years. 

The school house is situated on the southwest acre of Section 12, District 
No. 1 of Burr Oak township, Winneshiek county, and is much tetter known as 
the Rollins school, perhaps "because several generations of Rollins have been 
graduated from it, and grandsons and granddaughters still help the school to 
claim that title. The first school house was "built in 1866 ,or about this time; 
however this statement is based more on tradition than record. It was a square 
building 14 feet by 16 feet made of rough oak studding and oak boards covered 
with pine siding. 

After many years of service it was moved three-fourths of a mile east of the 
present school site, about 1870, and has since been used as a granary. They 
have covered it with sheet iron and it looks today like a new building. The 
records do not show who taught in this building, but we remember of both Mr. & 
Mrs. Bowman, two of the Raleham boys, and several others. In those days they 
hired a new teacher about every term. 

The building to take the place of the first was a more modern one built in 
1879. This building burned about 28 years later. The carpenter was Ben Ward. 
A good many teachers taught in this building, but Maggie Mahaffy and Alma 
Cratsenburg were perhaps the ones best remembered, as they were both especially 
good teachers. The present building followed when the first burned down. We 
are proud of our present school house which was built in 1907,and we consider 
it one of the best in the county. It is standardized and has the best of 
equipment. It has also boasted of many of the best teachers, including 
Elizabeth Welsh for one, whose long service brought it above the average 
school, and also many others, but I remember only four of them. 
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History of School District Number 7, Burr Oak Township 
Written by M. Gossman. 

About sixty years ago, a group of the first settlers of Northwestern 
Winneshiek county in Burr oak township, decided that they were badly in 
need of a school. For their children not only needed food and shelter, but 
also an education. They realized that in years to come their boys and girls 
would appreciate a schooling. Before the school house of District No. 7 was 
built, there was one school in which both Districts No. 7 and No. 3 attended, 
but the distance was too far for some of each district to walk. So the 
schoolhouse was put up at auction and District No. 3 bought it. 

So the settlers of District No. 7 met and planned, for their future school. 
The best wood was selected for the frame building, and the construction began. 
It was first placed on the north side of the Andrew Gossman farm. In September 
1870 the first pupils started toward the school. The boys with lagging steps and 
fainting hearts, the girls with eagerness for what was about to come. The 
names of the first pupils were: William, John, Anna and Emma Gossman, the 
children of Andrew Gossman, Maurice, Mary Ann and Annie Harrington, the 
children of John Harrington; Kate, Jerry, Dennis and Richard Lyons, the children 
of Gerald Lyons; Albert, Emma and Charlie Snyder, the children of Nicholas Snyder; 
and Frank and Billy Weldon, the children of Ezra Weldon. 

It is a one-room school house in which the eight grades are taught. Pupils 
used to go to school until they were nearly as big as the teacher and some
times got very hard to manage. The old saying is, "Reading, Writing and 
Arithmetic were taught by the rule of the hickory stick." Twenty-two years 
after the school was built it was moved south 1 - 2 mile to the north side of 
the Frank McCabe homestead. It remained there for two years and then was moved 
to the place where it now stands, about 60 rods north. It was moved because 
it was interfering with the buildings of a nearby farm. 

When this school was first built, it had box seats which were replaced by 
double seats, on which the initials of three generations are carved. This 
school at present has an enrollment of nineteen pupils. The school lawn has 
a row of maple trees on the north side, which is a good improvement. There 
are only a few improvements. 

There were several prominent families such as: C. A. Webster, Nick Snyder, 
Jim Selfs, Biglows, Ezra Weldons, John Harringtons, E. P. Websters, Pat 
Sveglys, Truman Websters and Andrew Gossmans. It is to these men that District 
No. 7 owes it orgin. It is now sixty years since it was built. Three 
generations have entered this school and gone out benefited by the knowledge 
they received from the little country school of District No. 7. 
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The History of District No. 4, Fremont Township 
Written by Marie Pederson, 8th Grade, Lucille L. Leffler, Teacher 

No man knows the exact age of District No. 4 because its origin dates back 
many thousand years - so many years that the mind cannot comprehend the time. 
Geologists tell that Iowa, which includes District No. Four was once covered 
with water; for another period of time a great sheet of ice, termed a glacier, 
covered this region. And when neither the water nor glaciers were here, queer 
animals and plants grew and lived in almost every region. 

Soon the beautiful hills and valleys of District No. 4 were made, ready to 
greet the eyes of human beings. One race of people came after another until 
at last our ancestors started this history. The first settlers of this district 
were Mr. and Mrs. Tom Bergan, who settled in the year of 1856. After their 
coming others soon followed and the district was soon well settled, one of the 
early pioneers, the late O. O. Pederson, having been driven from his Minnesota 
home by Indians in 1861. 

The business upon which the early settlers of the district depended for a 
livelihood was raising wheat for the market. They sowed the seed, harvested 
the crop and threshed it, then plowed the ground for another year's crop, or 
as much of it as possible before the ground froze. Then the business of the 
day was taking the crop to market, which was for a long time McGregor, Iowa, 
a long tedious trip in cold stormy weather, with neither overcoat nor overshoes. 
After the severe hardships were overcome to some extent, thoughts of education 
were kindled. As a result, a log school was built near the Upper Iowa River, 
about three-fourths of a mile from the present schoolhouse. That school was 
made of logs and had a door on the south side and one small window on the east 
which was all the openings they had except for a tin stovepipe which stuck up 
through the roof fro a chimney. 

The seats were made of logs also and were made into long rows without any 
backs on them. It was plastered with clay on the inside which kept out most 
of the cold winds, rain and snow. The roof had home-sawd shingles on it, as 
no others were available. After years of use, school was discontinued in the 
log building and a frame building was erected about three-fourths of a mile 
north. This was later replaced by the present school building. 

The first teacher in the log schoolhouse was Viola Burton, and the first 
teacher in the frame building was Lindy Shelmadine, who was the late Mrs. 
Clinton Fifield Sr. Some of the first pupils of the present school were 
James Roche, Mary Roche, and several others. At the present there are seven 
families living in this district and the school has an attendance of fourteen 
pupils. 
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History of School District No. 6, Orleans Twonship 
Written by Alice Teetshorn, Grade Six, Teacher, Miss Lorna J. Gassett 

The first settlers(the Chamberlains, Lymans, Lewises, Libbeys, Murrays, 
Wellses, Johnsons, Olsons, Bettses and later the Mauers, Lemons and Webbers), 
came here in the early 50's, the first white baby born here was Will Lewis. 
There were only scrub oak trees when they arrived, so they hauled logs 
from along the river banks to build log houses. The Bett's built a slab house. 
The first frame house belonged to Luther Libbey. Their market was at McGregor, 
about a week's drive from here. They traveled with oxen and lumber wagons. 
Mr. Franchum was the keeper of the Old English Tavern which was located a ways 
south of our schoolhouse. The Murrays, Wellses, and Libbeys also kept travelers, 
among them some from Austin, Minnesota, on their way to McGregor. The stage 
coach traveled on the Old Military Trail which went through Betts' woods, 
through Brown's land, past the Old English Tavern, by the saloon(which stood 
where our school house is), then to New Oregon. 

A big event in '66 was the building of the railroad. The railroad company 
celebrated it by offering a free ride to McGregor and an oyster dinner to 
anyone who wished to go. Mr. and Mrs. Luther Libbey and their daughter 
"Gustie"(my grandmother) went. Another event was the big blizzard fo 1872. 
The railroad was blocked for three weeks. Their first school was held summers 
in a shack on L. A. Brown's farm. The families furnished their own bench and 
desk. Later they attended school in a dwelling west of Hoppe's present house. 
Then they had school in Luther Libbey's house. 

The first school house on the present site was built in 1867(?). The inside 
was painted white and gray. A carpenter made the desks. At that time Orleans 
Six was one of the three best schools in Winneshiek county. The first teacher 
and the first director were Addie McCulla and Luther Libbey. Later teachers 
who were also daughters of old settlers were Cora Libbey and Cleora Lemon. 
The first school picnic was held while Addie McCulla was teaching. The people 
gathered at the school house and went in lumber wagons down to the end of the 
farm where Hoppes live. It rained so they returned to the school house to 
finish the program and eat dinner. 

Church was held in the new school house in 1868. The first preacher was Mr. 
Rogers. There used to be a cemetery just east of our school house. Four 
unmarked graves still remain. By looking straight north from our school 
house we can see the Lone Pine. It marks the grave of a baby girl of the 
Wells family. Singing schools and spelling schools furnished the entertainment. 
Two outstanding spellers were Charles Teetshorn and Arthur Betts. Gib Watros 
was the singing school teacher. Everyone also took part in the program given 
at the end of every winter term. 

Prominent families now include Ray Webber's, secretary of school board, 
F. C. Lewis, school director, Haakenson's, Arthur Hoppe's Fred Rassman's, 
Brown's, Stabells, George Benson's and E. C. Teetshorn. The standard school 
and refinished or new homes are characteristic of the community. 
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School District No. 1, Bloomfield Township 
Lillian Lee, Teacher 

In the early days of our forefathers, about the year 1863, the White school 
house was erected in this sub-district. The building was located about two 
miles north of Castalia. It was a frame structure 16 feet by 30 feet. The 
enrollment was about thirty. The equipment was very meager. They had lumber 
seats; carpenter-made blackboards and desks. One large row of seats occupied 
the middle of the room with room for six at each desk, and there was one row 
on either side of the large row of desks with room for their texts. They had 
no other books besides their texts. Some of the teachers were David Harvey, 
George Fish and P. S. Hoffman. The families who attended the school were 
W. M. Oxley, Doc. Harvey, Hanshlet, Townsend, Morgans, and W. M. Albright. 

The studies were grammar, history, spelling, geography, arithmetic, reading 
and writing. For entertainment several schools of the county would meet at 
one school and have spelling bees. Two scholars from the school where the 
meeting was held would choose sides for the contest. They were called to order 
and the contest began. They would generally spell until one or more of one 
school wasleft standing alone. Then they would have recess of 15 or 20 minutes, 
Then order would be called and they would begin and give their dialogues and 
recitations which lasted from one and one-half to two hours. 

In 1880 the school house burned down. Then W. M. Oxley built a small board 
school house on the present location, one mile north from where the old school 
house stood. The school house was vacated about ten years later and was then used 
for a fuel house. Then in 1890 the present school house was erected and was 
called the Pleasant Ridge school. In 1925 it was moved about a rod south on 
the present grounds, and a basement with cement floor and brick walls was made. 
In 1928 a furnace was installed. 

The school ground is large and level with many beautiful trees. We have a 
phonograph, organ, a good library and many pretty pictures and a full equipment 
for hot lunches. The teachers who first taught in the Pleasant Ridge school 
house were Amelia Oxley, Carrie Vance, Annie Weitgenant and Delia Lodsdon. 
Some of the families who attended were McMullan, Crabtrees, Moore, Riley, Smith 
Hawkins, Eincks, Russel, Harvey, Bodensteiner, Solheim, Nesvik, Albright, Stee, 
Reckward, Vance, Lee. 
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History of Independent District No. 6, Burr Oak Township 
Written by Maynard Underbakke, Grade 6, Age 11. 

About 1860 the people of this community realized that their children 
should have better school advantages, as the nearest school was about 
three miles away, that being in the village of Burr Oak. As no school 
house could be built at this time, the first school was held at the home 
of Mr. and Mrs. Jas. Porter, the farm now owned by Mr. Jack Gallagher. It 
was about three-quarters of a mile north of the present school house. Miss 
Johnson was the first teacher who taught in the log farm house. About sixty-
eight years ago Frances Taylor was teacher and when she was through teaching, 
C. A. Porter, a son of Mr. and Mrs. James Porter(then four years old) got 
the bell for a kiss. 

Mr. Porter used the bell all the time he taught and his two aunts used the 
bell during the time they taught school. Mr. Porter still has the bell in 
his home for a keepsake. Maggie McLaughlin also taught in the farm house. 
After a few years there were too many scholars to be taught in the upper room 
of a log house, so they decided to buy land to build a new school house on. 
Some of the interested ones were Mr. R. Townsend, Mr. S. Wade, Mr. J. Ackerson Sr., 
Mr. J. Ward and Mr. Palmer. They bought the following tract of land. One acre 
in corner of Lot 1, SE NE Sec. 21, Township 100, Range 9 from C. Colier(now 
the farm of Mrs. Grace Pierce) for $20.00. It was about the year 1867 when a 
brick school house was erected and the brick was made at Burr Oak by Hanson Bridge, 
grandfather of the present Mr. Bridge who runs a meat market in Decorah. Mr. 
Robbins built the school house. It was a one-room school house, having two 
entrances and two long rows of double seats. The seats were homemade. They 
were divided, but the seats were made for four pupils. 

In those days the boys used one entrance and the girls the other. A long box 
stove heated the school room. Sometimes it was so cold that they put pails 
filled with hot coals in each corner of the school room. One winter there 
were forty-five pupils going to school, ranging from five to twenty-one and 
twenty-two years of age. Some of the teachers were Wally Houck(Brother of 
Lawyer Houck), Jennie Shea(County Attorney's aunt), Sam McLaughlin, Miss 
Frank Taylor, Sarah Willsie, M.V. Daniels, Martha Henry(Mrs. Perry, Frank 
Perry's mother), Emma Stuart(Mrs. Dave Rice), Alma Cratsenberg(Frank Cratsenberg's 
sister), Dave Realigham, Amanda Bersy(Mrs. Geo. Kimber, Vincent Kimber's 
mother), Minnie Tinney(Mrs. Elias Reed), Phoebe Skinner(Lincoln), Oren 
Porter, Rube Wolfenberger, Mary Winch, Frank Minor, Hattie Bacon, Robert 
Price(borther of James and Marion Price), Lou Wolfenberger. The salary for 
these teachers averaged from sixteen to thirty dollars per month. 

At the meeting of March 10th 1890, the school board decided that a new school 
house should be built. Some on the building committee were J. Ward, S. S. 
Wade, R. Townsend, Z.E. Landon. Bids were presented, one by C. C. Ward for 
$570, one by B. Ward for $550, 0. D. Wood for $487, and the building was let 
to Mr. Wood, and in November 1890 the new schoolhouse was finished. It was 
a frame building with a cement rock foundation. 
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The first teacher who taught in the new school house was Frank Masters. 
Some of the other teachers were Carrie Brode, Miss Sprague, Alice Glise, 
May Donald, Edna Garter, Clara Rollins, Anna Lurk, W. C. Marby, Maude 
Rollins, Anna Knox, Linda Fifield, Mary Knox, Kate Fitzgerald, Tilla 
Thompson, Bessie McMullen, John Farley, Florence Pierce, Clara McMullen 
Alma Atteltweed, Bessie Headington, May Hauber, Rose Smith, Lilly Wise, 
Roy Gossman, Rose Rudy, Elsie Myrah, Hilda Peterson, Charity Willsie, 
Margaret Moore, Thelma Wickersham, Alice O'Brien, Emma Walenta, Nettie 
Thompson, Violet Ward, Nellie Knox, Cora Broghammer, Elva Morrison, Louise 
Krumm, Florence Gossman, Anna Olson, Grace Knox, and the present teacher 
is Mary Knox. 

Our school ground slopes beautifully to the southeast and about all the 
shade there was for a long time a large oak standing southeast of the school 
house. Now there are small groups of oaks and several other shade trees. 

There is a surveyor's marking on our school ground which gives the elevation 
as 213 feet above sea level. Our school house is well equipped for a 
country school. At the present we have sixteen scholars going to school. 
And we, as boys and girls of today are duly thankful to our forefathers 
for the privations they underwent to give to us the advantages we are 
now enjoying. 
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History of District No.1, Canoe Township 
Written by Evelyn Headington, Eighth Grade, Aged 12, Gladys Arneson, Teacher 

My ditrict is Canoe No. 1, located in the southwest corner of the township. It 
is called Pot Hollow school, getting its name from its location, which is in a 
beautiful ravine with wooded hills on all sides which are covered with trees. 
These are beautiful in spring with their green dress. There are many wild flowers, 
especially violets and mayflowers. Again in the fall foloage after the first 
frost is most lovely to see. 

Pot Hollow being number one of Canoe, was the first school in the township, 
and was founded about 1858. A gentleman by the name of David Gorsuch laid 
out the grounds in 1860. The original building, which was of stone, stood 
and was used until 1919, when it was destroyed by fire. The walls are still 
standing with trees and grass growing between them. During the hailstorm of 
1909 the water and rubbish ran through the school house and broke out the windows 
and door. 

My father was very much surprised one day this summer when a car stopped and to 
our door came a man and woman. They inquired who lived there and about the old 
homestead and of many of the older people of the neighborhood, then invited my 
father to the car which was waiting by the roadside, in which sat two elderly 
ladies. One was a Mrs. Armstrong(Harriet Headington) of LeRoy, Minn., who by 
the way had taught school in the old school house fifty years ago. They picnicked 
near the old school, which by no means looked familiar, so she told my grandfather 
whom she visited in the afternoon. My grandfather, Wm. Headington, father, aunts, 
uncles, great aunts and uncles, also my grandmother on my mother's side and my 
older sister Vivian, attended school in the old stone school of which several of 
my aunts have been teachers. 

A new school house was built in 1919, a frame building a little to the north of 
the old one, on a hill overlooking the same valley. I have two brothers, two 
sisters and also three cousins attending school here now. 

The history of the district was given to me by my grandfather, Wm. Headington. 

The above article was found by Steven Johnson in January, 1985, during the 
the Schoolhouse Survey. 
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History of the Moore School, District No. 3, Decorah Township 
Written by Beatrice Jewell Amundson 

This schoolhouse is sixty-eight years old. It was "built in 1862. It 
was the first school house to be built in this district. Before this 
schoolhouse was built the children used to go to school in a log house 
that had been built by William Moore for a dwelling house. This house 
was built on land now owned by John A. Jewell. William Moore taught school 
in this log dwelling house. 

The land on which this stone school house is built was taken from the farms 
of J. R. Moore and George Merrill. Mr. Ed Ulen is now the owner of most of 
the Merrill farm. C. O. Moore, son of J. R. Moore now owns the Moore farm. 
The stone of which this school house is built was quarried on the Merrill farm 
with the exception of the cut stone, and that was taken from the river near the 
Child farm, now owned by Miles Henry. Some of the stone used for building this 
school house was hauled from the quarry with ox teams and some with horse teams. 
The stone was cut by Thomas Dwyer and laid by Elias Wilson. The carpenter 
work was done by Elias Bucknell, Mr. C. O. Moore was one of the drivers of the 
ox teams. When the school house was built it had windows like a dwelling house, 
and the door was nearly on the level with the surrounding land. Sometimes when 
the ravine that runs through the Ulen farm overflowed, the water and mud used to 
run into the school hosue. Within the last fifteen years those windows have 
been closed and others placed near the top of the sides of the school house 
for better lighting. The floor has been raised and a furnace installed. The 
school house used to be heated by a big box stove set in the middle of the school 
room. The outside stone walls of the school house have been hidden under a 
covering of stucco. 

The flag and flagstaff were given to the school by Mr. Gregg. At one time 
the Greggs owned the Merrill farm and the Gregg children went to school at 
this stone school house. The names of the families who lived in this district 
and sent their children to school when it was first built are as follows: 
Henry Davin, who lived on the farm now owned by B. E. Jewell. C. L. Child 
who lived on the farm now owned by Miles Henry. J. E. Johnson, who lived on 
the farm now owned by Jno. A. Jewell. He also lived on the farm now owned by 
the Luther Corporation. J. R. Moore, who lived on the farm now owned by 
C. 0. Moore. Mr. & Mrs. Stone, who lived in the cottage recently torn down, 
on the Luther College Corporation farm. J. I. Snyder, who lived on the farm 
now owned by George Thune. George Merrill, who lived on the farm now owned by 
Ed Ulen. Jacob Haas, who lived on the farm now owned by Ed Youmans. Hanson 
Bridge, who lived on the land now owned by D. Baker. 

The first teacher to teach in this school house was Miss Julia Thomas. Two of 
these families are sending the third generation to this school. Betty Moore 
and myself, Beatrice Jewell Amundson, have grandfathers who went to school in 
this schoolhouse. My mother, Beatrice Jewell went to this school and also 
taught several terms in this school. The names of the pupils going to school 
now are as follows:- Harold Wohlford, living on the Jacob Jewell farm, now 
owned by the Luther Corporation farm. Arlene Foss, living on the Bridge farm, 
now the Baker farm. Betty Moore, living on part of the Merrill farm, now 
owned by Louis Moore. 
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Arthur and Ardath Youmans, living on the old Haas farm, now owned by Ed 
Youmans. Kathleen and Ruth Sharp, living on the Thune farm. Adolph, 
Jeanette and Edna Anderson, Living on the G. O. Moore farm. Beatrice 
Jewell Amundson, living on the John A. Jewell farm. Robert Foltz, Living 
on part of the John A. Jewell farm. Our teacher's name is Miss Viola 
Schwartz. She has been my teacher since I started to school. 
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Dist. No. 7 Bloomfield Township 
Written by Ivera Perry Florence Arneson, Teacher 

The first school in District No. 7 was organized in 1859 by Henry 
Chapin, Enos Lambert, Abraham Lambert and Peter McMartin. The 
first teacher that taught in it was Miss Alma Foster. 

Hamilton Campbell Sr. was the first settler in Bloomfield township, 
District No. 7, having moved here June 10, 1848. Mr. Campbell's 
postoffice was in Dubuque, about 60 miles distant. 

His milling was down or near McGregor Landing on Bloody Run. Millers 
would not grind his wheat, but instead would buy the wheat at 25 cents 
per bushel and sell in return flour at $10.00 per hundred. 

Their only mode of traveling in those days was covered wagon and a pair 
of oxen. The first white child born in Bloomfield township, District 
No. 7, was Miss Sarah Campbell, in the year 1849. With the exception 
of a few years spent in Decorah and Lansing, her entire life of nearly 
eighty-one years was spent here. She died at her brother's home 
July 8, 1930. 
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The History of Nordness 
Written by Melva Kolsrud, Age 13, R. D. 2 Decorah 

Nordness, Iowa, is in District No. 6, Springfield township. 
Winneshiek county was organized in 1851. There was no homestead 
law at this time, and land was bought from the government at $1.25 
per acre. A. O. Lomen was one of the first settlers of the township 
and settled on the farm now owned by Arve Johnson. He also built the 
present house there. 

Knut Opdahl, grandfather of Miss Mary Garden, settled on the farm now 
owned by Helmer Orvella, and Knut Bakken settled on what is now the 
Charles Huber farm. Eric Anderson, father of Melvin Anderson, was 
another early settler. He ran a store in Ossian some years ago, was the 
county sheriff for some time, and later he took up farming. 

There were no Indians roaming at this time, but a blockhouse was built 
in 1841 by the United States war department at Fort Atkinson for the 
protection of the Winnebagoes against the Foxes and other tribes, and 
also for the protection of the whites against Indians. There was a 
scare, but it did not develop. The Fort was named in honor of General 
Henry Atkinson, who was in charge of troops in the territory, and was 
occupied until 1849. 

The first school house was built of logs in 1852 at the junction of 
Springfield, Frankville, Decorah and Glenwood townships, across the 
road from the Pioneer grave yard. The first teacher was Miss Laura 
Katrud. The second schoolhouse, another log building, was erected on 
the present farm of Charles Huber. Third was the old stone schoolhouse 
near Brandhagen's, which was built somewhere in I860 or maybe before. 

The Nordness school was built in 1870. The land was donated by Mr. 
Ringhem, living on the farm now occupied by Mrs. Lansrud. The first 
teacher was Mary Lommen, a daughter of A. O. Lommen, one of the first 
settlers. She had at least forty pupils enrolled. The second teacher 
was Nels A. Oleson. He had as many as sixty enrolled during winter 
months, at least half of which were grown ups. 

The railroad was built in 1884; the first agent was Mr. French. Arne 
Hildahl, O. C. Hildahl's father, donated almost all of the land included 
in Nordness to the railroad company, and a small donation in money was 
also given to the railroad for the benefit of getting a near market. 
The first store, the present building now owned by the creamery company 
was built in 1891. John Austad did the carpenter work, and it was owned 
by Peter Johnson, who ran this store for seventeen years. When he died 
his wife sold it to Ole Rustad for $2,800.00. When he died, C. N. Nelson 
bought it and still owns it. 

The first cooperative creamery was started in the basement of Iver Opdahl's 
house in 1889. Rev. Jacobson was President, C. F. Thorgrimson was the 
manager and secretary. Ole Hauge was the first buttermaker but only stayed 
a short time. The first first creamery burned; the present creamery was 
built the summer of 1892, and George Thune was the second buttermaker. 





























































































































































































































































































































































Information concerning Pleasant township No. 7 

from Mary Helgeson 

The acre of land on which the rural school, Pleasant No. 7 stands 
was purchased from two adjoining farms in the year of 1872(one half 
acre from each farm). An old settler claimed(Martin Faldet) that 
the first schoolhouse was a log building, later taken down and replaced 
with a frame "building. The log schoolhouse was moved down 
the valley. The first owners of the moved building were John Spilde 
the existing log building does have markings on the logs which would 
indicate that it had been moved. The story exists that the surrounding 
farmers all gave logs and their time in the erection of the schoolhouse. 

The school is a frame structure approximately 30' by 20'. It has cross 
lighting with three large windows on each side. In the late 1950's 
electricity was wired into the building, so there were lights, ref±igerator 
and a radio. A coal or wood furaace was the source of heating. The teacher 
started the fire to heat the building after walking to school. Water for 
drinking and cleaning was carried to the school from a neighboring farm. 

Two authouses graced the back playground, and a flag pole was located 
near the entrance. There was no playground equipment. A ball and bat was the 
only equipment for play. Gold lunches were carried to school in lunch 
boxes by the students. Early rural schools had one teacher who was instructor, 
nurse, janitor and disciplinarian and second mother. 
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District No. 1, Springfield Township, Ethel Yarwood, Teacher 
Written by Antoinette Bakke 

The early pioneers of this district built a small log schoolhouse 
near the Pioneer Cemetery, near the corner of the four townships, 
Decorah, Springfield, Glenwood and Frankville. 

The schoolhouse was built north and south, the door was in the south 
and there was one window on each side. Some of the teachers were Mr. 
Crawford and Charlie Lennon; some of the pupils were John Running, 
John Hegg, Embret Skaarlia, Andrew Brandhagen and Nels Jacobson. 

This choolhouse was vacated and the district was redistricted. A 
new schoolhouse was then built of stone across the road from Brandhagen, 
on a 20-acre field that Brandhagen owned. It was twenty feet wide and 
thiry feet long, the walls were two feet thick.(ERROR) The schoolhouse 
was furnished with home made desks. 

It was erected in 1862 and was named the Brandhagen School. In those 
days it was customary to name the school after the nearest resident. 
Some of the first teachers were Mr. Hawkins and Abraham Jacobson, 
one of the first directors was Andrew Lomen, some of the later pupils 
that attended school there were Gilbert and'Erick Soland, Ole Running 
C. J. Torgrimson, Torger Sigrid, Nels Martha, Andrew and Knute Hove, 
Edwin, Elizabeth and Martha Lomen, Edgar Anderson and some Johnson 
boys andothers we cannot remember. 

Spelling contests were very common in those early days, in each individual 
school and between districts. Sometimes the best speller won a prize. 
We have been told that John Running spelled down many., many schools. 
This school(No. l) became congested because it was a small schoolhouse. 

Another schoolhouse was then built of stone in 1870 on a piece of land 
bought from Torgrimson for $30. It was built by Paul Warner , who 
hired Andrew Brandhagen as his assistant. Later this schoolhouse was 
named Red Oak School, deriving its name from the Red Oak Creamery, built 
across from the school, because of the many red oak trees that grew 
around it. 

The first benches were home-made and the first heatment was by a box 
stove, located towards the back of the room, and the stovepipe running 
the whole length of the room, as the chimney was located in the front 
part. This heating system was very unsatisfactory. Those near the 
stove were too warm and those farther off would freeze in cold weather. 

The first teacher was Anna Rude and some of her pupils were Cornelius 
and Jacob Torgrimson, Ole Running, Edwin, Elizabeth and Martha Lomen, 
Nels, Andrew, Knute and Martha Hove, Edgar Anderson and Gilbert and 
Erick Soland. 

The school year was divided in two two terms, four months in the winter 
and two in the summer. The studies were Reading, Writing, Arithmetic, 
Spelling, Geography, Grammar and a little History. 

Some thirty years ago the oak trees were cut down and evergreens were 
planted on the west and north sides. Later a cellar was excavated and 
a furnace installed, and L. Wangsness built a new chimney on the north 



Springfield No. 1 - Red Oak School continued 

side. The woodshed, located on the north side, was moved west of the 
schoolhouse. This improved the schoolground, and playground equipment 
was added. A large entry was built by Sig Hanson in 1923. and furnace 
heat was installed there also. 

The interior of the schoolhouse has been replastered and decorated 
and the walls are a beautiful background to our many pretty pictures. 
We have a good library, an organ and a phonograph. Our schoolhouse 
is one of the prettiest and best equipped in our community. The 
beautiful stone structure stands as a fitting tribute to our good 
old Pioneers. 

The above article was found by Steve Johnson from a lead given 
by Laura Amdahl, who presently resides in the building. 






















































