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INTRODUCTION

This report is the result of a two year research project which
was undertaken by the Winneshiek County Historical Society and the Iowa
Office Of Historic Preservation.

The Winneshiek County Historic Preserv-

ation Commission merits a special thank you for their cooperation in
conducting this survey.

The survey involved the fieldwork for the

ninety sites which were compiled on Iowa Site Inventory Forms along with
photographs and maps.
It became apparent from the "beginning that additional information
would be invaluable to assist with the completion of the forms. The
initial response from former schoolteachers was encouraging and the idea
of taping interviews along with their transcriptions was born.

Jarla

Clauson, past Elementary Supervisor, deserves much of the credit for
organizing a series of five meetings with former rural teachers.

It

was hoped that these interviews would add a greater dimension over-all
to the survey.
A spin-off from these interviews is the information gathered on
people who may have historical documents or photographs dealing with
rural schools.
project.

The future appears bright for the continued work In this

Involved with this project, Duane Fenstermann was invaluable

for his technical assistance and advice. My wife, Barbara Johnson, assisted
with the typing of the following report.
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QUESTIONS REGARDING THE WINNESHIEK COUNTY RURAL SGHOOLHOUSE SURVEY

1)

Please give your name and address.

2) Briefly state information on your family history and where they
settled in the County.
3)

Are there any memories that you have about your youthful school days?

4)

Could you tell about how you got into teaching?

5)

You could you state where and what dates you taught school?

6)

Could you give a description of each school which you taught at was it frame, brick and stone; did have a basement; what was your
lighting source; what was your heating source; where did you get
your water supply; etc...

7)

Please decribe your school routine for the day.

8)

Describe any special events the school would have each year.

9)

If you taught in both rural and town schools, what were the major
differences and adjustments.

10)

What do you personally believe were the good points of the rural
school education? What have we lost by the closing of the one-room
school.

If possible, could you write a brief one or two page summary of
your school days and your experiences. You may use the above
questions as a guide.
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SCHOOL DAYS
I am Ruth Allen; Vernon Allen is my husband, and we have lived on our
farm in Highland Township, Winneshiek County, Iowa, since November, 1949.
Our address is Route 1, Spring Grove, Minnesota.
I was born Ruth Hagen on October 9. 1921, to Henry and Geneva Bell
on a farm near Riceford, in Fillmore County, Minnesota.
in a family of three children.

Hagen

I was the second child

This farm was homesteaded by my great-grand-

father, Lars Halstenrud, in 1854. In 1923, the
two miles east of Mabel, Minnesota.

Hagen family moved to a farm

This farm had been homesteaded in 1853>

by another great grandfather, Edmund Bell.

Here I spent my childhood and I

attended the Mabel Public School, grades 1 - 1 2 , graduating from High school
in 1939.

The Mabel School was consolidated, and with an enrollment of about

300 students, there was one teacher per grade through the elementary grades.
I recall that 3rd and 4th grades were in a combination room.

The entire school

was housed in a two-story brick building which had been erected in 1914. The
gymnasium, as well as two classrooms and restrooms, was located in the basement.
Elementary grade classrooms were located on the first floor, and high school
classes were held on the second floor.

So I had the experience of being in

contact with all other grade levels throughout my school years. All ages were
together during the noon hour; we ate our cold lunches outside in nice weather
and in the gym when it was cold or rainy.

Bus transportation was provided by

consolidated schools, so I never had the experience of having to walk to school.
The first buses were wagon buses, pulled by teams of horses.

These wagons had

high wheels, with narrow rims, and there was a roof on top.

Later, small truck

buses were used.

Riding the wagon bus was quite an experience, especially when

the dirt roads were muddy.

Worse yet, was the bumpy ride we got in early spring

or late fall when the muddy ruts froze at night.
was snow, we had a bus mounted on a sleigh.
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During the months when there

Our bus driver would supply heated

stone slabs, called foot warmers, so we could keep our feet warm during the
ride to school.

On both the wagon bus and the sleigh bus, there were two

long padded seats on either side of the bus, with an aisle through the senter
from the front to the back.

Students entered the bus through a door at the

back, and sat on the sides facing each other.

Thre was a lot of good-natured

teasing and joking by the older students; the younger ones were usually rather
quiet.

I can still recall the names of nearly all my teachers and they were

all very dedicated teachers. One teacher who gave me special encouragement was
Miss Zimmerhakl.
8th grades.

I had her for three years in the departmentalized 6th, 7th, and

In high school, my Latin teacher, Mr. Cartwright, always had time

for individual attention to his students.

I have since learned that Mr. Cart-

wright went on to become head of the Department of Social Studies at Duke
University, and was for a time head of the National Council for Social Studies.
I feel fortunate to have had many dedicated teachers as role models.
During high school, I had not given much thought to what I would do after
graduation.

At that time further training was not so essential - there were

various jobs to be had.

My parents wanted me to try college, even though it

meant they would have to borrow the money to send me. Luther College was actively
recuiting students, and I recall that Erling Wold called on my parents regarding my
enrollment.

A high school classmate, Dorothy McMillen, was enrolling at Luther,

and I decided to go too, and we would be roommates.

At Luther, I soon became

acquainted with several other girls who were taking the two-year elementary
course, and I soon decided that I wanted this too.
Certificate in Elementary Education.

In May, 1941. I received my

Teachers were in demand at this time, and

I soon obtained a position at Riceville, Iowa, to teach a combination 2nd and
3rd grade class.

At Riceville, the elementary building was separate from the

high school, and there were five teachers in the grade school building.

There

was no elementary principal; Mr. Mahaffey, who taught 7th - 8th grades, acted
as head teacher.

After two years at Riceville, I then taught one year at Cresco.
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Again I had a 2rd and 3rd grade combination, located at the West Side building.
There was one other teacher at this building; she had a combination kindergarten
and first grade.
After our marriage on June 8, 1944, we started farming in Highland Township,
and then, after living in Mabel, Minnesota for two, years, we returned to farming
in Highland Township.

Our only child, Jonathan, was born in 1945.

our district school, Highland # 3, was without a teacher;

In 1950,

I consented to teach

until I could be replaced, but had to apply for a temporary certificate since my
first teaching certificate had expired.

I had to take correspondence study

courses to earn credits for certificate renewal.

No teachers were available,

so once my certificate was renewed, I continued teaching until 1954. Then a
teacher was obtained for Highland #3. Then I taught at Highlandville Village
for one year while Sylvia Akre was on maternity leave.

This was a two room

village school, and I taught the lower grades, one to four.

After a year at

home, I accepted the position of upper grade teacher at the Hesper Village School.
After four years at this position, I decided to return to homemaking.
year at home, I returned to teaching at Hesper.

After a

At this time, the Decorah

Community School District was formed, and the Hesper School became part of this
district.

Now, 7th and 8th graders were sent to town schools, and two more

teachers were added at Hesper.

Students were bussed in from nearby subdistricts

which had their buildings closed.

Under the direction of the Elementary Principal

from Decorah, the Hesper School became semi-departmentalized.

My assignment was

to teach math in grades one to six, and science and social studies in grades one
and two.

I also had the homeroom for grades three and four.

Center was closed, and students would be bussed to Decorah.

In 1969, the Hesper
Some families living

near the Minnesota state line chose to send their children to Mabel or Spring
Grove schools.

There were teacher vacancies in Decorah at this time, so I

chose an upper primary position at the John Cline School.
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I was assigned to a

room in the Cline Annex and starting in 1969. I remained in this building until
I retired in 1985.
During the period from 1955 to 1965, I took several ebening extension
courses at Luther in order to keep my teaching certificate up to date. It
soon became apparent that schools would be seeking teachers holding the Bachelor's
Degree.

For five summers I attended summer school at Luther to earn my B.A.

degree in July, 1965. My major field of study was in Elementary Education with
a minor in history.

Since 1965. I have taken further extension courses to earn

15 additional credit hours.
The school building at Highland #3, also known as the Grindeland School,
was of wood frame construction in conventional style, and painted white. The
building faced east, windows to the north and south, with the east front door at
the top of cement steps, and a basement door at ground level.

The full basement

had a cement floor and there was an oil furnace which had been installed in about
1950.

Electricity had been put in several years before this.

Water for drinking

and washing hands had to be carried in a covered pail from the Sanford Osmundson
farm nearby.

Carrying water was a daily chore for two students, and in warm

weather, they often had to carry the second pailful.
The building in Highlandville Village was of wood frame construction and
had two large classrooms separated by sliding doors.

There was a large entry

for a coatroom and storage, and there was a front porch.

The full basement

had a cement floor, and the building was heated by an oil furnace.

Water had

to be carried from a nearby springhouse.
The Hesper Village School was a landmark, going back to the days when Hesper
was a busy, thriving center of trade and community activity.

The large, two-

story wood frame building provided for three spacious classrooms and could
accomodate probably 100 students when enrollment was at its peak.

Unique

to the building were the two walnut staircases leading to the second story, one on

the east side and one on the west side of the large front entry.

The ceilings

were very high in this building, thus making the curved staircases very long.
Perhaps not just a few scholars yielded to the temptation to make a rapid descent
to the first floor sliding astride the smooth, curved bannister!

The building

was serviced by elctricity and there was a coal furnace in the partial basement.
In about the 1950's, indoor plumbing was installed, and what a luxury it seemed
to have a drinking fountain and modern restrooms! The Hesper School also provided
the services of a janitor.

I found this to be a great advantage after

having

done my own cleaning while at Highland # 3 and Highlandville Village schools. A
hot lunch program was started at Hesper in the 1950's. at first on a limited
basis during the winter months.

Then it expanded and a small kitchen was set

up in the small east room on the second floor.

Later, after the basement was

enlarged and remodeled into a lunch room, we had a complete, year around hot
lunch program.
The school day in a rural school started with saying the Pledge of Allegiance
to the flag, and singing America or The Star Spangled Banner.
were made for the day's lessons.

Then preparations

This usually included more lengthy assignments

for upper grade students to work on while they waited their turn for class.
grade classes were held first;

Lower

then they would be given assignments to work on.

Upper grade students often spent study time on various special projects such as
reports, posters, and charts.

Reading and math classes required a greater amount

of time and were held in the forenoon.

Language, spelling and writing were usually

held on a daily basis, but subjects such as science, social studies, music and
art were held on alternate days.

We had both forenoon and afternoon recess; there

was no special physical education class.

Softball was a favorite game and played

with much dedication, the younger children learning from the older ones.
Usually two programs a year would be presented for parents, relatives and
friends in the community.

The fall program, usually around Halloween time was held
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in the evening, and the Christmas program sometimes held in the afternoon
just before vacation.

The school at Highland # 3 had a temporary stage and

curtain which was set up for the program.

The children really enjoyed acting

on a stage, hut when the "big night came, some of them would suddenly develop
stage fright!

The second floor classroom at Hesper was large enough,to serve

as an assembly room and had a permanently built-in stage.

This was ideal for

longer plays and musical programs. Having a music teacher in the school made
it possible to present many good programs, including operettas.
season, "Amahl and the Night Visitors" was presented.

One Christmas

The picnic on the last

day of school in the spring was enjoyed by all and was attended by parents, and
often grandparents and neighbors.
The one room rural school no doubt had advantages over larger schools.
Following I will briefly list some of the positive points as I see them:
1) Teacher gets to know more personally each child and his family
2) Flexibility of scheduling
3) Pupils learn from other levels, both above and below
4) Pupils feel secure in small, closely-knit group
5) No long bus rides
6) Fewer disciplines problems
?) Pupils help each other; develop tolerance of other age group
The disadvantages of the one room school would be the very short class
periods, the many preparations for the teacher, and the teacher being responsible
for all supervisory duties.
Consolidated schools offered many advantages; I will briefly list
some of them as follows:
1) Broader curriculm
2) Special subject teachers, such as music and art
3) Broader social contacts
4) Teachers sharing ideas
5) Time for more in-depth study, discussion, and research
6) Sharing of supervisory duties
7) Provision of materials and equipment less costly
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Disadvantages in the larger schools would he more rigid scheduling,
being locked into class and building schedules and the students having long
bus rides.
My teaching experience has taken me to six different buildings in four
separate districts over a span of 44 years.

If. I were to make one important

deduction from this experience, it would be that it is the people involved that
make for good schools and good education; the buildings and the materials are
only secondary.

Rural education had many strenghts but it came to the end of

a cycle in a changing economy in

our country.

We didn't lose our rural schools

because they were inferior, but simply because so many of them lacked sufficient
enrollment in the surrounding district to warrant keeping their doors open.

What

we have lost in their closing is some more of our personal identity as individual
people, which is the result when smaller groups are absorbed by larger groups.
The axim, "bigger is better" prevails in many aspects of life in the modern
world.

In time, the pages of history will document its worth.

This project has taken some time to complete, but it has been worth that
time for me to take a backward look over the many years I have spent in classrooms.
They have been rewarding years for me, and I hope also worthwhile for the pupils
I have taught.

I can truly say that I have been privileged to work with the very

finest students and parents, administrators a.nd school board members, to be
found anywhere in this great U. S. A.
To readers and listeners: I hope this provides you with a realistic
glimpse of the life of an Iowa teacher from 1941 to 1985.
Submitted by Ruth Allen

November 23, 1985
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My name is Muriel Cronin.

I live at 503 Decorah Avenue, Decorah, Iowa.

I was born in Canoe Township, Winneshiek County in 1922.

I was one of nine

children born to Martha and Wm. Wallace Headington who lived on this farm all
of their married life.

I lived at the family home until my marriage in 1941.

I attended rual school at Canoe No. 1 (the Pot Hollow School) for the
first eight years of my education.
and that was walking!
we attended school.

There was one way of getting to school

No matter what kind of weather, our mother insisted that

When it was necessary for my older brothers to help dad with

the farm chores, thus causing them to be tardy for school; they came anyway.

The

understanding teacher re-arranged classes so the boys would not be missing the
class instrcutions.

Our lunch pail was the Karo Syrup Pail which contained

sandwiches of home-made bread spread with peanut butter and sometimes jelly
or jam, a fruit completed our lunch.

I remembered children, whose parents were

poorer than we, who had mustard or lard spread on their sandwiches.
I feel that this period in my life made deep impressions as we learned to
share, to accept people as thery were, and their living conditions.
were also made as we were learning to make our own fun.

Impressions

I had several fine

teachers who were concerned for our education and did their very best to teach
us the 3 R's as well as many good qualities to help us with our life's work.
I enrolled in Decorah High School in the Fall of 1936.

There was no doubt

in my mind what I planned to do as I enrolled in the normal training program.
Most of my classes were taught by an excellent instructor - Miss Hazel
Brazelton(later Mrs. Hunt).

No methods or Management classes I had in College

were any better than those taught by Mrs. Hunt!

Following High School Graduation

I enrolled in the Twelve Week Session at Iowa State Teachers College, Cedar
Falls, Iowa.

Now I had a Teaching Certificate!

When applying for my first job in the Spring of 1940, my older sister(who was

8

also a rural teacher) took me to meet the three members of the Board of
Directors in Hesper No. 6.

When they hesitated hiring an inexperienced teacher

my sister came to my defense and asked, "How do you expect a young teacher to get
experience if oyu won't hire her?"

They hired me for $50.00 a month for nine

months; thus began my teaching in Hesper No. 6 in September, 1940.
was known as the Chase school.

The school

I had electric lights, telephone, and wood

burning furnace.

The telephone proved to be very helpful during the Armistice

Day sleet storm.

After one of my directors came for his children and told me to

dismiss school, I was able to reach ayl the families but one.

I also walked

the same way as the children of this family did so I walked them home.
A program and communtiy supper was held at Christmas time, just before
dismissal for the Christmas Vacation.

Mrs. Koppen was noted for her tasty

chicken pot pie so I was asked to contact her for this contribution.
other mothers brought the balance of the meal.

All the

Everyone in the neighborhood

attended this activity as it was one of the few times during the year that the
entire neighborhood were together.
I taught only one year in Decorah Township during the War.

Mr. Stoen

contacted me the Saturday befor school started as they still didn't have a
teacher.

It was a large school - 24 pupils.

This was the Hamre school.

The

next span of years, 5 - 6, I became mother of our household rearing our family.
I went back to teaching full time in 1951 in Canoe No. 5 and stayed there
until 1956; the following school year I taught in Dubuque County,

We moved back

to Decorah in October, 1957 and I began teaching in Hesper No. 4 staying there until
1963, when I came into the Decorah Community School System.
It was while I was at Hesper No. 4 that I found the "Peer Helper" system
very helpful.

We didn't call it that in those days but older girls would take the

smaller children in the hall and help them with their Reading Flash Cards and the
Subtraction and Addition facts.

I found that the pupils in the ural schools
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were most thoughtful and helpful ot others.
We must not forget that one of the best sources of help during our
teaching in the rural schools was our County Office Staff members who were
always willing and available to help us.

Mr. Stoen would call meetings on

Saturdays to convey information from the State Department and the Staff members
issued help and materials from our local office.

Mr Stoen and his office

staff were most helpful.
I believe we have lost some of the community togetherness in the
closing of our rural schools.

The school program and activities brought

the parents and neighborhood together for the good of our future citizens.
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WINNESHIEK COUNTY RURAL SCHOOLHOUSE SURVEY

I am Dorothy Gertrude Emmons and I live at 609 Mound St. in Decorah, Iowa.
My father was Ernest Leroy' Yarwood and my mother was Jennie Risdahl Yarwood.
My father and all his seven children were born on the family farm in Calmar
Township, Winneshiek County that my grandfather Geo. W. Yarwood bought in the
1840's from the U.S. government.

He was born in England and came to this

country as a youth and finally settled in Iowa.
born in Wisconsin, but also of English ancestry.

His wife was Maria Lee Yarwood,
My mother's parents were

Didrick and Gurina (Alveborg) Risdahl who came to this country from Skadesnes,
Norway in 1881. My mother was born in Springfield Township, Winneshiek County.
I was born Aug. 7, 1906, the oldest of seven children.

I did not start

school until I was nearly 7 years old because I lived 1½ miles from the school
and had to walk across fields alone. My mother accompanied me to school the
first day.
day.

I had never visited school so I remember very vividly most of that

The school was Calmar No. 1 and was a frame building.

a little larger than most country schools.

I believe it was

It was heated by a round oak coal-

burning stove. Most of the desks seated two pupils and did not always fit the
child.

When class time came we went to the front of the room and sat on a long

bench.

There were no lights until later when 4 kerosene lamps on brackets with

round reflector were installed.

There was a telephone which was a rarity in

a school at that time.
Coats and caps were hung on hooks in the large entry except in cold weather
when we hung them on hooks at the back of the room.

Lunches were carried from

home in syrup or tobacco pails. A large box with shelves and a curtain in front
was the depository for the lunch buckets.

H

A few fortunate pupils had store

bought dinner pails and I was one of those people.
sandwiches with strawberry preserves.

I remember one day I had

I had saved one for my afternoon snack.

When I opened my bucket I found a sandwich with apple butter instead!

I knew

who had made the change because one family in poor circumstances and several
children couldn't afford the luxury of strawberry preserves and usually had
apple butter made from the trees on their farm.
There was a well outside the door but the water had an offensive taste
and odor so that first year pupils had to carry bottled water from home.

A

new well was dug during summer vacation and the remains of a dead rabbit were
found in the old one.

A cement platform was put over the new well and there

were no further problems.

A new wide concrete platform was also made before

the door of the building at the same time.
There were 3 windows on each side of the building but no curtains or shades
until several years later.

There was an oldfashioned organ the teacher did

have a nice desk.
Classes began at 9:00 a.,, and ended at 4:00 PM until winter when school
was dismissed at 3:30.
at 2:30.

There was a 15 minute recess at 10:30 a.m. and another

Then we could have a snack, relieve ourselves at the privies in back

of the school.

The girls' outhouse was at one corner of the large yard, the

boys' at the other corner.

Catalogs were the usual toilet tissue!

Of course,

if a pupil couldn't wait until recess or noon, he or she could raise a hand
with 1 finger up and then be excused to run to the privy, but only 1 person
at a time.

During warm weather we had an hour from 12 to 1 to eat lunch and

then play games.
Some of the games were Pom-pom-pull-away, prisoners' base, anti-I-over
the woodshed back of the school, tag, or a ballgame.
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The ball was often a

homemade one made with a pebble in the middle wrapped tightly by rags wound around
It and sewed tightly.

For a bat, a board or a large tree branch was used.

One

other game was cricket played with a six inch piece of broom handle placed over
a hole about 2 inches wide and 7 inches long gouged in the ground.
broomstick —

A longer

about 2 ft. long was the bat and used to scoop the shorter piece

into the air.

Then the batter ran to a base and back again.

A player in the

field picked up the scooped bit and then tried to touch the batter before he
or she could return to home base.

If touched, you were out.

the pin in the air you were automatically out.

If a player caught

If you were not caught, the

next step was to hold the shot piece in your left hand and bat it with teh bat.
Then you held the bat upright in the hole.
hit the bat'you were out.

Whoever retrieved the pin

could

If not, the 3rd step was to place the pin with one

end protruding from the hole and hit it into the air with the bat and before
it fell hit it again.

Then using the bat laid on the ground like a ruler you

measured the number of lengths back to the hole and that was your score.
Sometimes an unwary gopher would run across the playground and be chased
into its hole.

Water was then poured into the burrow while other children

with sticks watched to see if the animal escaped from the other end of the
burrow.

If it did surface, it was killed.

In bad weather Blindman's Bluff, Pussy Wants a Corner were often played
in the entry.

Or maybe, Hide the Thimble was pl'ayed in the schoolroom.

the boys would go into the entry and be numbered.
and then held up fingers to indicate a number.

Or

Girls each sat in a seat

The doorkeeper called in the

boy who had that number and the latter sat down beside the girl he thought had
called his number.
to the entry.

If he chose correctly, he stayed.

If incorrect, he returned

After all had found the right callers, the girls went to the

entry and the process was repeated.
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Classes were from 10 -15 minutes.
in a class.

Often there would be only 1 person

Reading, language, and arithmetic classes were in the morning.

History, geography, physiology were in the afternoon.
on alternate days so longer class periods could be had.
after last recess, there would be art classes.
be a spelling bee or a geography match.

Sometimes classes met
Friday afternoons,

Maybe once a month there would

Music was singing songs.

It was easy for me to learn and I often had spare time to read books from
the limited library.
Phonics were introduced into the curriculum and that was how I learned
to read.

It backfired once tho when someone else couldn't pronounce busy.

I raised my hand and the teacher asked me to pronounce it.
short sound of the letter u I pronounced it that way.
say busy.

Remembering my

Only to have the teacher

I still remember how deflated I felt.

The pupils and the teacher were expected to prepare and present a program
once a year usually at Christmas time.

A stage was installed across the front

of the classroom with sheets strung on wire as curtains and to provide dressing
rooms on each side.

Dialogues, recitations, songs, and flag drills were

presented.
Quite often a basket social was held after the program.

Girls would

decorate boxes, usually a shoe box, with crepe paper and fill the basket with
sandwiches, cake, cookies, and fruit.

The baskets were then auctioned with

the girls anxiously watching to see whom they would be eating with, hoping
it would be particular young men.

Sometimes the young men would bribe brothers

or sisters to describe the sister's basket so he would know which one to bid on.
A lunch would be served to parents and those who did not have baskets.
money taken in was used to buy extra materials for school use.
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The

After finishing grade school at the age of 12, I attended school intermittently the following winter because I had to stay home to help my mother.
No one from our district had ever 'gone on to high school.
Valders College in Decorah.

One of my teachers had urged me to go to high

school, and I wanted to very badly.
"What good will it do you?

A few had attended

My father was not sympathetic saying,

You will just get married anyway."

"I'll teach one year just to spite you."

I retorted,

Finally, after a lot of teasing and

coaxing he said if one of my dearest friends went, I could too.
said she could go but she had to go to Calmar.

Her parents

That was O.K. with Dad, but

I had to go to Decorah and stya with an aunt and work.

I'm sure they weren't

too happy to have to play nursemaid to a teenager but I was delighted.
I was Valedictorian of the class of 1924, winning a $75 scholarship to
St. Olaf College at St. Olaf.

There was a stipulation tho that the scholar-

ship could not be used until the 2nd semester.
not afford to send me to college.

I knew that my parents could

Besides, there was a very likeable

man named Richard Rolfs in the neighborhood whom I had been dating.
proposed and I had accepted but we did not announce it.
father, remember, that I would teach 1 year.

young
He had

I had promised my

I did better.

I taught 2 years

in our home school Calmar No. 1.
We were married April 29, 1926, and we farmed on rented farms.
parents of 3 daughters.

We became

We also took in a nephew of my husband's whose mother

had died and the father was not able to keep the children.

On Oct. 31, 1939,

Richard was killed in a farm accident involving a tractor.

We had just

renewed a 3 year lease on the farm.

I decided to honor that lease and with

the help of our nephew who was now 16, and a brother-in-law we continued to
operate the farm.
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On Sept. 30th, 1941, I married Ted Emmons, a barber in nearby Burr Oak.
He did not wish to give up his progession.

After many discussions and soul-

searching, I consulted Charles Stoen who was county superintendent.

I asked

if it were possible for me to renew my certificate and return to teaching.
He informed me I would need to earn 6 hours of college credit which could
be done in a summer session at Luther College.

He urged me to do so saying

teachers were in short supply.
My certificate was renewed.

Then I had to apply for a school.

to call on the director of a school.
I wanted.

He was not home but I told his wife what

She said, "Married women teaching?

have a married woman."

I went

Oh, no!

We are not going to

I replied, " I think you will see many married women

teaching in the future."
My application to teach grades 4 - 8 at the Burr Oak District 1, which
was the village school, was accepted.

There were two rooms in the frame building,

with the primary grades being taught in the 2nd room.
Sixteen years had gone by since I left the classroom.

By now, school

building had electricity, better heating, and more equipment.

There was a

basement in the village school and the building was heated by a coal-fired
furnace.
Class schedules were much the same as when I had taught before.

Our

county circulating library had more books to lend, and being an avid reader
myself, I chose many books from the library for my pupils to read.
The children, and I, were captivated by the Little House Books by
Laura Ingalls Wilder.

I could not always secure the books in chronological

order which was disappointing.
Schools were expected to present at least one program of songs, dialogues,
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recitations, flag drills, etc. each year.

The money raised by lunches was

usually given to the teacher to purchase extra nicities.

So I determined to

used our share from the combined numbers of both rooms to purchase a complete
set of the "Little House Books."
left after 4 years.

They were pretty

dogeared by the time I

I always read books to the pupils once a day, usually a

10 minute period when school reconvened after the noon hour.

Besides the

above mentioned books, stories of how the West was won and of early settlers
seemed to be most interesting to the pupils.
The president of the school board came up with the idea that because I
lived at home, and did not have to pay room and board, I should receive a
smaller salary!

I disagreed and left to teach Burr Oak N. 6, called the

Underbakke School.
This was a frame school with an oil burning stove for heat.

If there was

a particularly high wind from the northwest, the fire would go out.
too cold the children had to be sent home.

If it was

Investigation disclosed that when a

new chimney had been built outside the sdhool, the pipe from the stove was
not long enough to go into the chimney, causing the downdraft into the stove.
Also, school had to be dismissed one day when I opened the door at 8:30 and was
almost overcome by an overwhelming animal order.

A civet cat - a smaller

member of the skunk family had crawled under the building and discharged it
lethal odor.

It took a bit of doing to dislodge the animal and 2 days to air

out the building!
At the school election the next March, the above mentioned president
was voted out and I was asked to return to the village school.
on condition that I could teach the primary grades.
vacancies in both rooms.

I consented,

As it happened theEe were

So I spent the next years teaching grades

1-3.

Declining attendance and higher expenses caused the school board to

1?

decide to combine the 2 rooms and have only one teacher.
over.

I was asked to take

It posed a problem with only so much time but double the number of

classes, but I accepted.
One day four years later, I received a letter from the school board saying
that because I was not teaching music properly it would be best for me to resign.
I was astounded and deeply hurt.

I cried all that night.

I knew I had not been

doing justice to music but no text was available to teach music.
piano lessons, so I could read music.

I had taken

I had begged the superintendent to hire

a experienced music teacher to go from school to school.

A lady was hired,

but all she did was to have the pupils sing and to use the phonograph for music,
appreciation, which I had been doing.
A few days later, the president of the board called on me about the matter.
I told him I was surprised and hurt that someone had not consulted me about the
problem adn that I had cried all night.
been informed beforehand.

He agreed that I really should have

Then I told him that the texts for all grades for

4 different subjects had been changed that year and it required many hours of
study on my part before I could make lesson plans each day.

Also that there

was no text for our music program and what had happened along that line.

He

did not know about any of these actions either!
Two mothers approached me asking if tey could circulate a petition asking
the board to rescind their request ofr my resignation.
stay

I said "No!

I will not

where I am not wanted."
I spent the next ½ year teaching in the Van Vliet school, Hesper No. 4.

Then I learned that the postmaster at Burr Oak had reached retirement age and
the position was open.

I took the required Civil Service exams and was appointed

acting postmaster Jan. 30, 1956.

On July 30th that year I was officially
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appointed to the position and spent the next 20 years in office, retiring on
July 30, 1975.
During the 15½ years I spent in classrooms after returning to the teaching
field, I was often frustrated by the lack of time to properly present the
required subjects.

However, when Aug. came around and it was time to go back

to school, there was an anticipation and eagerness for a new year to meet
new pupils.

Each new group was different.

Old lesson plans had to be updated

to meet their interests and the changing times.
During those 13½ years, I earned enough credits at summer sessions to
qualify me as a junior class member but I have no desire to complete my college
education.

The comradeship and exchange of ideas with other teachers was a

broadening and satisfying experience.
At the time I began teaching in 1924, all that was required of a person
to enter the field, was to take the 2 year Normal Training Course offered at
the Decorah High School or to obtain the equivalent requirements from other
sources.

It always amazed he hwo well girls who had never been in a rural,

one-room school could make a success of it.

After 8 years of attending classes

in only 1 grade each year, with special teachers for music, science, home
economics, manual training, physical education and then being solely responsible
for a rural school with all grades must have been a formidable experience not
to mention being custodian, nurse, and confidant, also buttoning coats, helping
put on overshoes, refereeing disputes, etc.
I think there was more attention to personal problems of children in
rural schools because you got ot know their families and understood their
problems.

Rural children had definite chores at home and learned to be

responsible early in life.

Of course, never having attended a town school,

I can't really compare the 2 situations properly.
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A few random memories
H.E. Miller was county superintendent when I was a pupil.
a year.

He would come once

We were scared of him and I think the teachers were tool.

brought arithmetic tests for us.

He always

I hated the long columns to be added and to

this day I divide them into shorter ones and total the answers.
When I started teaching in 1926, Miss Gertrude Crane was County Superintendent.

I stood in awe of her but she was unable to help much in solving

down-to-earth problems.

Her secretary was Miss Jeanette Danielson.

When I returned the field in 16 years later, Charles Stoen was County
Superintendent and Jarla Clausen was assistant.
cooperative.

Both were very helpful and

I had taken an economics class and also an arithmetic class from

Mr. Stoen while I was in high school.

In our arithmetic class, he had us rule

our work sheet into square boxes and work one problem in a box.
and also quick and easy to correct when I taught arithmetic.

Very helpful

Notice it was

arithmetic then - not math.
Salaries?

If my memory serves me correctly, I received $60 a month

the first year and $80 a month the 2nd year.

This was for 1924-25 and 1925-26.

During the depression years of the 1930's the salaries began at $40 a year,
I believe.

When I returned to the profession 16 years later, the economy was

better and so were wages.

I ahve a contract for 1947-48 for a salary of $180

a year plus $1 a month for each pupil over a daily average of ten.
year 1951-52 the salary was $250 a month.

For the

The contract for 1952-53 states

that I was to receive $270 a month for a total of 2, 497.50 and also specifies
I was to act as janitor.

This was for 180 days of actual teaching plus 5 dyas

for such teachers meetings and other activities as may be specified by the
local board of education or the county board of education.

For the year 1953-54

the salary was $2700.00 plus $75 for five meetings if present, otherwise only
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$15.00 for each day attended.

Also try to be at the schoolhouse not later than

8:30 a.m. and to have as much playground supervision as possible.
To go back to the early years I taught, contracts often specified that
if a teacher married during the year she had to resign!
Directors often argued that teachers for lower grades did not need to
be as knowledgeable as those in upper grades and should be paid less.
agreed emphatically.

I dis-

In primary grades the teacher is establishing study and

work habits and providing social contacts to help children as they grow up.
I never had a school with less than 15 pupils.

The most I had was 27.

The building where I attended grade school, Calmar #1, is still standing.
It has been remodeled into a nice home.
stnads.

The Burr Oak Village building still

It was sold to a nearby farmer who made the basement into a barn for

his herd of purebred Jerseys, and the classrooms used as a hay loft with the
entry as feed bins.

The owner has died, his cattle sold, and the building is

used as a storage area.
The Underbakke School, Burr Oak No. 6, was bought and moved 2 miles
east and remodeled into a very nice dwelling.

The VanVliet school, Hesper #4,

has been sold and moved to a neighboring farm.
I end this rambling discourse, I wish to say that I look back at my 16½
years of teaching as a very rewarding experience.

I hope I was able to instill

high ideals in my pupils and that I did add to their lives.
meet former pupils and have them greet me as a friend.
who help a grudge against me.

It is wonderful to

I can recall only one

He was an unhappy child and I think he hs an

unhappy adult!
My husband died 3 years ago so I now live alone.

I'm enjoying retirement.

With one daughter in Rochester, MN, one in Gainsville, Fl., and the 3rd in San
Diego, I always have places to spend the winter and still have one nearby for
the summer.
November 23. 1985
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August 18, 1985
1) Bernice Chetwynd Feltis
R. R. No. 6, Box No. 49
Decorah, Iowa 52101
2)

My grandfather Wm Sr. came from Ireland to New York City and my grandmother
Mary Ann Mc Carl was born in Belfast Ireland and came to New York City
with her parents. My grandparents were married in New York(Russeltown)
then moved to Quebec, Canada where most of my fathers were born.

In

In 1863, the family came in a covered wagon from Russeltown to Iowa.
They spent their first night ten miles west of Decorah at a home later
owned by Bill Noecker.
The next day they drove to Burr Oak twp. where they and moved on a farm just
west of the Halver Ramlo farm.

Later they moved to Burr Oak where they

bought a little house and a lot west of the brick schoolhouse.

This house

is still there south across the street from the Lutheran Church.

I was

born In that house - - my grandmother lived there at that time. My mother's
parents were from Penn. and Virginia-- Penn Dutch and German.
My great grandfather was a slave holder but freed his slaves just before the
war and moved to Ohio in Prebble Co. where he became a Miller by trade,
and Great grandmother's parents moved to Ohio in Prebble Co. also and he
was a Miller by trade.
My grandparents, Wagners, meet In Ohio and were married there.

Later they

came with my mother and two brothers by covered wagon to Pochahantas, Ia.,
and bought a homestead near Manson, Iowa.

The only wood was willows along

the river and tall prairie grass. They lived in a sod house the first year.
Land was cheap in Iowa at that time. My mother was attending school in
Rolf when she met my father.

They were married in Dekota City.

They drove

to Burr Oak, Iowa, where my father bought a farm in Canoe twp. later sold
it and became the first buttermaker in the Kendallville creamery.

I had

two brothers and ???(one) sister.
I was born in Burr Oak, Iowa in my Grandmother Feltis's house— Friday,
June 13, 1892. When I was just a baby my parents moved from Kendallville
to Centenial which was a small village at that time. My father was buttermaker in the creamery there for a year then he and my brother rented the
the John Callendar farm for a year then
year.
years.

her(?) farm near there for a

Then we moved on a farm S.E. of Ossian and lived there for four
A McKanes, a neighbor girl was teaching in the Tatro School in
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Bloomfield Twp.

She drove a sorrel horse hitched to a top buggy her

youngest sister and rode to school with her.

The next year we move to

a Birdsell farm a mile south of Frankville then my father bought the stage
and we moved into the village of Frankville where I attended school for
five years.
I enrolled in the primary grade.

Dr. Wilcox's daughter was my teacher in

first grd. and I loved her very much.

She was married at the end of the

school year and moved to Webster City, Ia. I remember how I cried when she
left.

Then Sara Miller was our next teacher.

different than Frankie.

We all loved her but she was

No one could ever take her place as far as I was concerned.

I had many friends in the school in Frankville village.

I think I enjoyed my

school days the most in the Frankville School.
My Father sold the stage

route and went back to farming so I finished my

eight grade in the brick school south of the Cliff House.

Katie Horn was

my teacher. My Mother insisted on my preparing for the teaching profession.
She said, "A teacher should always be an example for her pupils," because
they always looked up to a teacher.

A taecher never

drink or smoke and

did not go to dances if the community objected to dancing.
The following Oct. I moved to Freeport where I lived for 9 years.

I resigned

from Freeport School moved to Decorah where I lived for three years.
taught 2 yrs. in the Thronson Dist. in Madison Twp.
much

Road were blocked so

last winter I taught there I had 19 days to make up.

The directors

from the McConell Dist. in Bluffton Twp. asked me to apply there.
two years.

I

I stayed there

But had to drive too far around in the spring on account of roads.

Then two directors from John Jackson Dist. Frankville Twp. asked me to apply
ther.

I stayed there 5 years.

Waukon(and Frankville).

They reorganized and the children went to

I applied for the Nordness school and stayed there

two years then they moved us to the Viste School in Decorah Twp. where I
taught one year and resigned the spring of 1961 after teaching 50 yrs. in
Winneshiek Co.
I substituted for two years in Decorah Twp. and North Winneshiek and taught
3 hours a day for two years with Anna Ask in Freeport Village.
Retarded Children.

I enjoyed working with them.

teaching.
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With the

I completed 54 yrs. of

The school building were mostly frame, one was brick the Kenyon School
Hesper Twp.

Stone in Nordness.

Some had had basements with furnace.

Coal and wood then fuel oil and gas.
stove.

Some no basement they had a box

The big boys carried in the wood for the next day just before

school was dismissed at 4:00 P.M.
A tin pail and dipper for the water.

The water was carried from the

nearest farm home or in bottles in their dinner pails as in Lincoln Twp.
My first school had a thermometer on the wall back of the childrens seats
which were double and each one had an ink well.

They had kerosene lamps

with reflector on the walls.
In the 1940's and 50's they began painting the walls with pastel colors.
They were usually all painted grey which was pretty dull.
began to varnish the woodwork and wax the floors.

Then they

Then electric lights,

oil furnaces, telephones, radios, phonographs.
In the 1950's had music and Iowa History on the radio from the State
Teachers College Cedar Falls, Iowa.

once a week.

The janitor work was much easier for the teacher.

The last school I

taught in the director and his wife cleaned and waxed the floor twice a
year for me.

This was stone and also the frame building in Nordness

District School.

Most of the school were similar in many ways.

I arrived at 8:00 a.m. or earlier.

Started the fire so the building

would be warm when the children arrived.
Rang the Bell at 9:00 a.m. raised the flag and pleged allegience to the
flag.

Then the children were seated in the schoolroom and we repeated

the Lord's Prayer together.

Then the day's work began.

When I started teaching I had to plan my own program for the week.

Mr.

Stoen had a form printed for us and we could fit it for each school.
Mr. Fullerton of Cedar Falls planned our music program and physical
training program on records for the year.

I always taught music, art

and a business course to my 7th and 8th graders because many of them
never went to school after 8th grad.

Valder's gave us a business course

with our normal training.
Some schools we played ball on Fri. after recess.

The mothers would bring

a picnic lunch which was enjoyed by all.
I taught over a 1,238 pupils in the 54 yrs.
I substituted teaching 2 yrs. after retiring in 1961 and assisted Ann
Ask 3 hrs. a day for two years in the Freeport School for the retarded
children.

I enjoyed that work.
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We always had a Halloween Program to earn money to buy something we
needed in the school that the District didn't feel they could afford to
buy for that school.
Then a Christmas tree, program and lunch for the whole District, and
exchanging gifts.
Then a picnic dinner for the whole District at the end of the school
year.
I taight intermediate grades 4th, 5th, and 6th in the Hesper Village School.
This was a three room school at that time.

Primary Intermediate seventh

and eighth grades.
Principal, Intermediate and Primary Teachers.

Terms eighth months.

Salary $85.00 per month.
I had more time to help each pupil than I did in the country school for
I had only three grades instead of eight or nine.
I taught music to the 7th and 8th with my grades.
teach music.

The Principal couldn't

We had to be more active in community affairs in the Village

School than the rural school.
I taught those grades for 5 yrs. than they changed to a two room school.
I went back to teaching in the rural schools again.

Several years later

(1934) the President of the Hesper School Board asked me to apply as
Principal, which I did and was hired.
was time to hire two new directors.

I was there two years.

Then it

A party wanted a relative as

Principal again and elected two relatives on the board and I lost out
again.

I liked the work as Principal very much.

I had 5th, 6th, 7th,

and 8th graders.
We had to put on the same kind of program for 8th graders as they put
on in the Decorah School for the graduates.
Mrs. Ida Selness helped me a great deal with the program.

Which I was

very greatful to her for her help.
Some of the good points of the rurals were the close home ties parents,
children, and teachers.
The teachers were always invited to stay all night in most of the homes.
Invited to stop in after school for a cup of coffee, etc.
Mothers bring lunch to school house after school for a visit.

Teacher

always invited to circles where they meet most of the mothers.
The children were so busy with chores and home work they didn't feel
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like getting into mischief.
There is not enough citizenship taught now days.

They have to start

teaching it in kindergarten continue thru all the grades.
I have heard some teachers say they were thru teaching at 4 o'clock.
I was never thru.
There too much play.
trained to help them.

Children should be taught to respect older people be
They could earn spending money by doing errands for

older people instead distroying property.
1 know times are hard but no half as hard as they were in the 30's. Have
$100.00 salary cut to $50.00 and $25.00 per mo. rent.
I think the Mother's should be home or the Fathers until the children
are on the Bus and at home when they get off.

Too much Baby Sitting!

I may be old fashioned but of the over 1,238 pupils I taught only one
landed in the Reform School.

EDUCATION
I entered Valders Normal College in Decorah, Ia. When I finished eighth
grade.

I attended Valders three years then I took the State Exams, and

received my Certificat to teach in the Rural Schools.

Then I attended

the Teacher's State Normal School in Cedar Falls for three summers.
I attended Summer School at Luther which equaled two years of college.
I also took a correspondence course in Commercial Art from an Art School
in Washington, D.C. and received my Diploma.

The next year I won an

$85.00 Scholarship from the Minneapolis Art School.
Art is my hobby. I still draw free-hand and paint in watercolors for
past time.

Mr. Stoen, Jarla Clauson and members of the Winneshiek Co. Teacher's
Association put on a banquet for me May 1961 when I had completed fifty
years of teaching in Winneshiek Co.
Decorah Lutheran Church.

It was held in the basement of the

It was the happiest time of my life.

Seven of

my first pupils attended and 1 of the 18 pupils in the Viste Dist.
attended.
The night of the banquet Leo Birdsell, one of first pupils asked Mr.
Stoen for two minutes to tell how I punished his brother that first term
I taught.

Gen. Birdsell the boys father was one of my directors.
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He

told me if the boys misbehaved in school I was supposed to whip them
and he would do the same when they got home. The boys heard their Father
tell me that.

Relf, the youngest boy was causing a little disturbance

in the back of the room one morning.

I asked him, "Which he would rather

do lose his recess and sit in the woodbox or go home?"

He sat in the

woodbox and stayed in at recess. Leo thought that was a funny way to
punish him.

It worked.

He didn't want to be whipped.

Mr. Stoen had the rural schools so well organized that they should never
been closed in Winneshiek Co. That was the biggest mistake the taxpayers
every made when they closed the Winneshiek Co. Rural Schools.

Bernice C. Feltis
93 years old
November 1, 1985
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My name is Henrietta (Moe) Forde and I live at Route 2,

Decorah, Iowa.

My Dad Johnnes Moe (John) came from Sogn, Norway, in 1866 with his parents at
the age of three years.

They settled on a farm in Glenwood Township.

Cornelia Ruen was born in Allamakee County.
Glenwood Township.

My Mother,

Mother and Dad lived on a farm in

They had six children, four boys and two girls.

I started school at the age of six years.
from the Rocksvold school.

We lived a mile and a fourth

We would walk to school and if the weather was bad,

Dad would transport us by team of horses and a bob sled morning and night.

When

we were older, we would ski or use the bicycle with the change of seasons.

At

that time we didn't know about wind chill.
cold weather.

So we didn't stay home because of

Older boys ages 15-17 would attend school during the winter

months, because they would have to help on the farm in the spring and fall.
A boy from Norway, at age 21 years came to our school to learn English.
started reading and arithmetic in the lower grade books.
and learned quickly.

He

He was very ambitious

Anna Hoyme was my teacher during eighth grade.

At that

time (in 1922) we were given state tests in all subjects including music and
penmanship.

The tests were supervised by the teacher and sent to Des Moines to

be checked.
In 1922, it was very rare that country children went to High School.
started high school a very frightened and homesick girl.
an Aunt a few blocks from the school.

I

I made my home with

I paid two dollars a week board.

My parents

would send vegetables, milk, meat and eggs when I went back to town Sunday
afternoons.
The first day I reached the school building, I noticed a young girl setting
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on the steps.

My first thought was, she is lonely and frightened, probably

from the country, too.

We talked and comforted each other, and by the time the

bell rang, she told me she had been in Decorah School through the eight grades.
Guess the Lord had put her there to help me.

We have been friends ever since.

I had planned to become a nurse, but by the time I was a Junior, I had
become interested in teaching.
Training course.

I spent two years in Miss Thompson's Normal

Flora Bergeson was our music teacher during the course.

After

she retired she and her brother gave their home to the 4-H girls and boys.
We were given state examination before we received our teacher's certificates.
I started teaching in the fall of 1926 at Glenwood No. 5.
dollars a month.

This school was a mile from my home.

I received sixty five

It was a frame building,

had a wood burning furnace and enough room for the year's supply of wood in the
basement.

It had an entrance for boots and clothes.

There were three windows

on each side, extra lighting was by kerosene lamps with reflectors fastened to
the side walls.

Water was carried by older students from the neighbors.

I had

thirty students and in the nine weeks in the spring, five kindergarten pupils
came.

I taught at Pleasant No. 9 two years.

dollars a month.
week for board.

The first year I received seventy

Walked more than a mile to school and paid five dollars a
I built my own fire and learned quickly how to bank the fire

with ashes at night.
Miss Crane, county superintendent asked me to stay the second year.
said I would receive ninety dollars to No. 9.

She

When we first started teaching,

we had to pay for any school supplies, like construction paper, writing paper,
and things we used for art and wood work.

This school had a wood furnace in the

basement, a winter's supply of wood was stored in the basement.
lighting, with the use of kerosene lamps.
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It had cross

Nathan Forde and I were married in the spring of 1930.

We had four children,

Arthur born in 1932, Marie in 1935, Wesley in 1939 and Nannette in 1941.
our marriage we farmed one of Da'd's farms.

After

Thirteen years after we were married

and had our children, with the shortage of teachers, I was asked to go back to
teaching.

This was during World War II.

I agreed and was happy with the job.

The times were bad and not much money,

I had a babysitter to take care of Wesley

and Nannette until they were old enough to start school.
1 went back to teaching in 1943.

I taught at Pleasant No. 9 six years.

Then the school closed because it didn't have enough students.

In 1949, I had

to carry a chauffeur's license, because I was transporting the five children
from Pleasant No. 9 to Pleasant No. 8.
of my car.

I had a large bus sign fastened on top

I was paid so much a week for transporting the children.

two years in this school.

This building was of red brick.

I stayed

It had a wood burning

furnace in the basement, and a building for the years supply of wood.
electricity in our area now.

We had hot lunches at Pleasant No. 8.

We had

We had an

electric plate and the parents prepared a hot dish at home and it was brought
to school at noon, or we would prepare soup or vegetables on the electric plate.
This was shared by all.

I stayed two years.

Several new families moved into the district.
No. 9, and taught there four years.
into grades 1-4 and 5-8.

So I came back to Pleasant

At this time the schools were reorganized

Busses came into use in the fall of 1955.

I spent one year at Pleasant No. 5.

This building was made of stone, with

wide window sills which could be used for displaying a project, library books
or plants.

With the electricity new lights, clock, the phonograph (electric),

and refrigerator came into use.

Now we had free milk with our noon meal.

telephone was very important in case of an emergency or bad roads.
No. 5 was heated by a gas furnace.
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The

Pleasant

I had the opportunity to teach at Pleasant No. 1 the following year with
the grades 1 thru 4.

This building had sheet rock siding, a full basement, and

an extra room for storage.

It had indoor restrooms, kitchenette, cupboards,

dishes, silverware, electric plate, sink and a soft water pump, phonograph,
clock, lights, and telephone.

The school was heated by an oil furnace.

windows were on the north side of the building.
schools so we had milk.

Large

Now refrigerators were in all

I was driving to school, the drinking water was brought

in the car.
In 1960 I went to Highlandville to teach.
had a full basement and a gas furnace.
that electricity brought.
neighbors.

This was a two room building; it

In this school we had all the conveniences

The students carried the drinking water from the

This was a frame building.

In 1964 I started teaching in the new North Winneshiek building.
everything was new and shiny.
at school.

This was a welcome change.

Here

We had good janitors

We also had extra supervision on the playground at noon and recesses.

We had teachers for physical training, art and music.
extra help in reading and math.

The children could get

I retired in 1972.

The school day would begin with the flag salute and the students share
time for Show and Tell.

The first block was used for reading.

divided into three classes.
math and spelling.
would be reading.

Supervised play at recess.

Noon supervised lunch and play.

Reading was

The second period was

The first period after dinner

Last period would be social studies alternating with health.

Language was taught during this period.

This was for 1st grade.

Special events during the school year would be a Christmas program and the
picnic on the last day of the school year.

In the early years of teaching, we

would have an evening program and charge for sack lunches.
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This was a way to

make money for equipment and special things for the school.
During the school year we had special meetings on Saturdays.

To keep our

certificate up to date, we took correspondence courses from Iowa City and Cedar
Falls, attended night classes at Waukon and Decorah.

We attended summer school

at Luther and Upper Iowa.
The good points about the rural schools were:

The time spent between home

and school was less, less transportation of children over long distances, the
younger children learned by listening to older students' classes.

It was a

closer unit between parents, children and teacher because it didn't have such
a large area to cover.

Two neighboring schools working together.

I would stop

at Mary Helgeson's school on the way home to discuss school activities.
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My name is Nora Aslaksen Gossman and I live on a farm in Winneshiek
County, hut my address is Mabel, Minn. route 2.

I was horn in Eldorado

Iowa in Fayette County where my paternal grandparents settled after
arriving here from Norway in the late 1800's.
My elementary education was obtained mostly in rural schools.
attended my four years of High School in Ossian, Iowa.

I

Because my father

belonged to the Masonic Lodge, I was offered a Summer Scholarship at
Iowa State Teacher's College in Cedar Falls, Iowa upon my graduating from
High School in 1934. My first school was at Plymouth Rock, 1935 - 1936
and

was an eight month situation. My wages were $40.00 a month.

The

school and furnishings were very crude - maybe the teacher was too!
I renewed my certificate by correspondence from Iowa City, night
classes and some summer school at Luther in Decorah, Iowa.
the Chase school in Hesper township for four or five years.
lovely school with a furnace and full basement where
the weather wouldn't allow outside activity.
by the families who took turns at the job.

Then I taught
This was a

we could play when

Water was brought to school

Our drinking water was kept in

a crock cooler with a cover and a spiget or spout.

First we had individual

drinking cups from home that went home in our dinner pails on Friday nights
and came back clean on Monday morning.
towels.

Later we had paper cups and paper

We heated water for washing our hands, when possible, in a

galvanized can with a handle and spout.

We kept our liquid soap in a

small oil can and we took turns pouring soap or water on each others hands.
These were weekly duties.

I never assigned after school work to anyone so

they could go home together as members of a family or neighbors.
Before I was married, I had no means of transportation, so I always
had to walk, and was never very fortunate in getting rides.
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I didn't like to stay at the schoolhouse very late by myself either.
But I did try to get to the schoolhouse as early as possible and get the
fires going so that our room was warm when my pupils arrived.

I always

tried to have my schedule and lesson plans organized so I could visit
with the pupils as they arrived or with a parent if they had brought them.
I tried to follow the scheduled routine as outlined by the Superintendent's
office as much as possible.
of Allegiance.

We started school, each day, with the Pledge

It has been so long since I've taught.

I've sort of

forgotten the routine, but there was reading, arithmetic and spelling every
day.

In spelling, especially, we didn't always spell - sometimes we wrote

sentences using the words in each week's list - sometimes there was
dictionary work too. Then there were workbooks for geography, language
and maybe history which eliminated daily classes in those subjects. On
Friday afternoons there was art and "For Iowa Clubs" where the pupils were
taught and participated in parliamentary procedure.
or radio.
equipment.

We usually had a program in the fall to raise money for added
At Christmas time we invited the parents to join us(and furnish)

at a pot-luck dinner.
exchange.

We sang with the victrola

Then we usually had a short program and gift

We couldn't hang around too long at that time of year

cause

it got dark early, and there was the chores to be done.
With the closing of the rural schools the neighbors lost contact with
each other - the schools held the neighborhoods together.

Parents and

grandparents really looked forward to these rural school activities.
And in the schoolroom we were like one big family.

I was always fortunate

to teach in schools where the pupils respected authority.

I used to explain

that the reason I scolded when they did something wrong or didn't do something they were supposed to do was because I was like their parents - I
loved them and wanted them to do what was right.
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Occasionally we entertained a neighbor school at a party at
Halloween time.

This happened only once or twice in my teaching career.

Sometimes we dimissed early to attend a teacher's meeting at a neighboring
school or our own.

We really had to hurry with our lessons on those

occasions to make up for lost time.
I always taught in rural schools and I'm thankful for that. I
think the rural pupils worked harder at their subject matter - there
certainly was less time for "idle moments".

I always supervised the

playground at recess and noon - quite often joining in with the games.
We sometimes took an afternoon off in the Spring or Fall and went on a
nature hike.

We never toured factories etc.

We did broadcast over KDEG

once!
I usually had a special treat for my pupils at Easter - May Basket
Time etc.
I think at two two different schools - one in Fremont township and
one in Burr Oak township, I had all eight grades plus kindergarten in the
Spring.

When I think of the janitor work, lesson plans to make test

questions to prepare, papers and workbooks to correct and the wages received
for all this work.

I just hope it never happens again.

I sincerely believe

that the larger schools are not conducive to better learning by the pupils.
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I, Mary Elizabeth (Burroughs) Helgeson was born September 19, 1902 at
Dorchester, Ia., in Allamakee County.

I was the oldest of ten children, which

consisted of four girls and six 'boys.
My paternal grandparents migrated to Iowa in 1870 from New York and
Pennsylvania.

My maternal grandparents came from Denmark and first settled

at St. Paul, Mn. in the late 1870's.

In the early 1890's they moved to Iowa

and made their home near Lansing.
The first school I attended was in a large frame building in Dorchester,
Ia.

This school had a basement (dirt floor and lots of dust)

and storage place for fuel.
lamps with reflectors.
on top.

a wood furnace

This school had cross lighting, four kerosene

A large bell hung in a belfry with the flag pole

Water was carried from a neighbors or a nearby spring.

One outstanding memory of this school was the fact that during my sixth and
seventh grades I was selected to copy the eighth grade test questions on the
blackboards from a copy sent out by the County Superintendent.
teaching, as school was not dismissed.

The teacher was

In those days everyone was required to

t a k e the tests before going to High School.

The tests were given in February

and April.
My sixth, seventh, and eighth grades were spent in a beautiful new two-room
building, with a good basement.

Wood was the source of heat.

left and in the back of the room gave us light.

Windows on the

We also had electric lights due

to an energetic businessman who furnished power to the little city by installing
a large generator operated by a gasoline engine.

Batteries were used for storage

of the power.
I attended Waukon High School for one year and took my normal training at
Upper Iowa University.

And during the many years of teaching I attended several
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summer sessions at Upper Iowa and Luther as well as evening courses and Saturday]
classes.

I also took many correspondence courses from Iowa City.

In 1920 I hired out to teach in the English Bench School in Allamakee County
at eighty dollars per month.

I had all grades and twenty-seven students.

was a frame building with a wood furnace in a full basement.
and cross lighting was the source of light.

This

Two kerosene, lamps

This school was one of many that had

a well for a water supply.
A fond memory, was the program we gave in March with a basket social afterwards.

The girls who brought baskets were requested to put their names on a slip

of paper and wrap it with carpet rags forming a large ball and placing it in the
basket.

The boys who bought the basket had to unwrap the carpet rag ball to discover

whose basket they had bought.

With all those carpet rags "Everyone" was pretty

well tied up the rest of the evening.
The next year 1921-22 I taught in Union School, also in Allamakee Co.;
sixty five per month.
wood burning heater.

This was a stone building with a small entryway and a
Water was carried from a neighboring farm.

my own school hand-bell and a kerosene lamp.
evenings.

I furnished

Now I could work late in the winter

However, I was not permitted to stay late in the evenings after the

murder of the teacher in the Bergan School in December, 1921.
In the fall of 1922 I hired out to the Bergan School with the promise of
being rehired for a second year.
was murdered in 1921.

This was the school in which Inga Magnusson

I had no fear of teaching here as I was well acquainted

with Inga and also Earl Throst, her nurderer.

Earl was hanged for this deed.

This was a frame building with a half basement with an outside entrance.
There was a well on the playground.

And as most rural schools of that time,

double desks.
It was while teaching here that I was married on January 3rd, 1924, to
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Elmer Helgeson —

Note, Jan. 3rd was during the Christmas vacation.

Couldn't

i

take time off!
In the fall of 1924 I began' teaching in the Washington School near Dorchester,
for sixty-five dollars per month.

I was in this school for two years.

a frame building with an entry way and a full basement.
basement furnished the heat.

This was

A wood furnace in the

Water was carried from a nearby farm.

In the fall of 1926 I hired out to Iowa River in Hanover Twp. but still
in Allamakee County.

This, too, was a typical rural school; no basement, a

well, cross lighting and a large Round Oak heating stove which stood in the center
of the room.

A long stovepipe ran from the stove to the chimney in the back of

the room and into an outside chimney.
I taught in this school for five years.

The first two I received $65.00

per month, but each of the last three years they increased my wage five dollars
per month.

In 1930 I was receiving eighty dollars as I did in 1920, my first

year.
One of the most outstanding memories of this school was 'the surprise I had
one Monday morning when entering the schoolroom I found a new set of "Book of
Knowledge" which had been placed there by the secretary of the school board.
students were so thrilled, they all but ate them.

The

I was just, or probably even

more, pleased.
In the spring of 1931 I retired from teaching to start a family.

Two years

later, June 1933 our first child was born; a girl; in 1937 boy #1, 1939 boy #2,
and in 1941 boy #3.
This was a period of severe unemployment and economic chaos, 1929 thru
1940.

Work was hard to find and pay was very low, so we decided to start farming.

We moved on a small sixty-acre farm in the spring of 1941.
It was while living here in teh summer of 1945 that I was asked to teach
for the first three months of the school year in Hanover until another teacher
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could be found.
the school.

I was offered one hundred dollars per month.

Three months!

Three hundred dollars!

were permitted to attend with no tuition to pay.
four was not enrolled but went along to school.

I agreed to take

And as a bounty our children

Our youngest son, who was
He learned through observation

and listening, one of the greatest assets of the rural school.
By the way, the board didn't hire another teacher nor did I ask them to.

Now

I was back in the business even if we had to drive nine and one-half miles a day
over roads that were not so good.
In the fall of 1946 I was hired to teach in Pleasant #7 in Winneshiek Co.
I taught in this school sixteen years, 1946 through 1962.
were for Decorah Community.

Two of these years

Part of this time I had eight grades.

After local

reorganization I had the four upper grades and after the county reorganization, I
taught fourth, fifthe, and sixth grades.
Pleasant #7 was a large frame structure with a full basement where the
furnace was located and it provided storage for fuel which consisted of wood,
coal, and later oil.
The school progressed as the economy in the community did.

Electricity

was installed in 1948, so we were furnished a refrigerator, telephone, electric
phonograph and radio.
Pleasant #7 was a local community center wehre families gathered with us
for a Christmas program and party each year.

In the spring a year-end picnic

was held on the. last day of school or on the Sunday following.
Once each year a program was put on, open to the public.
interesting and the children did an excellent job.
and lunches were sold after the program.
used for necessary equipment.

These were very

Either lunches or baskets

This brought in extra money to be

Some of the things purchased were:

a radio,

phonograph, records, a teacher's desk, a teacher's chair, a set of library shelves,
library books, and materials for art.
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In the rural schools where I taught the daily routine was quite similar.
The teacher had to be at the school early enough to have the room warm when the
students arrived.

After the group came to attention they saluted the flag as

they said The Pledge of Allegiance.

If the weather permitted the flag was raised

on the flagpole.
Each morning current news (heard or read) was discussed using clippings,
maps, etc.

Some of these were posted on the bulletin board for further discussion.

The Weekly Reader was a great asset.

Assigned activities were worked out and

handed in to be corrected and graded.
All subjects were taught in short class periods of 15 or 20 minutes during
the day.

The first three grades had reading twice a day.

I liked to teach math

in the morning; seemed the students did better work then.
Our classroom was quite like a home situation.

Students were free to move

about the classroom as needed for reference work, to get a drink, visit the
restroom (which was outdoors) or to help someone who needed help, so long as they
didn't misuse the privilege.
Each Friday afternoon everyone participated in a business meeting.
were elected every six weeks.

Officers

Each week teacher's helpers were elected to assist

with various chores.
Yes, I taught in both rural and town schools and enjoyed both.

In the rural

schools I enjoyed the various age groups and watched individuals grow up from
almost babies to young men and women.

I watched them become more independent

each day and saw how they solved many of their own little problems, which to
them were huge.
In the town schools, no more janitor work, no building fires, no teaching
music or physical education.

I liked to teach art and missed that, but got it

4-0

in, as a project in reading, English, history, and geography.
Memories of my experiences in rural schools especially in Winneshiek County
was the guidance of our County Superintendent Mr. Charles G. Stoen, who so
faithfully encouraged and assisted all rural instructors.

Thanks Mr. Stoen.

Credit must also be given the Elementary Superviosr, Miss Jarla Clauson,
who assisted us in countless number of ways.
trunk of her car.

She had a small library in the

When Jarla came we could select new books and return others

which was supplied by the county library located in the County Superintendent's
office.
There is no end to all the good things that took place in our "Rural Schools."
Wouldn't it be interesting and "FUN" to attend or better yet, to teach in a
rural school once again?
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MY PHILOSOPHY

My philosophy as an instructor in an elementary school is to give all that
I am, and all that I have within my attainable power to the education of the
students assigned to me,

I firmly believe in being open-minded in regard to

change, and will use new techniques so long as they produce satisfactory results
in educational growth.

My theory for maintaining a respectful, well-disciplined,

and comfortable classroom atmosphere is by example.

Mary Helgeson
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I am Esther Hexom Hill and live at 806 East Main Street in Decorah, Iowa.
I was born in Allamakee county a daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Carl Hexom.
from a family of seven children.
300 acres.

I had very

I came

I grew up on a large dairy farm of over

loving and Christian parents and we were a very

close knit

family.
I attended all eight grades in a rural school.

It was called the "Bell"

school located in Union Prairie township, Allamakee county.
ing rural schools had a number.

All our neighbor-

But our Bell school did not have a number.

It was called the Bell school because it was the first school with a large bell
in its tower in Allamakee county.

Each school day the Bell was rung at 8:30,

we called it the first Bell and the last Bell was rung at 9:00 o'clock and
that meant classes would commence.
lunch and the play period.

It was rung again at 1:00 o'clock after

In its earlier years this Bell was also rung for

neighborhood emergenies.
I liked, respected and loved all my teachers.
my teachers were a good learning situation.

Each relationship with

Older pupils helped the younger

children with their studies if their lessons were completed.

I was so proud

when I was asked very often to be teachers helper to assist younger pupils
that needed help.

Doing this aiding of pupils helped me decide that I wanted

to become a teacher and worked with children.
Much of my play time as a child on the farm was to play school.

When

my sisters or brothers got bored and refused to be pupils, because I always
insisted on being the teacher, I line up dolls and used my mother's clothes
pins as imaginary pupils.

I loved playing school.

I have happy memories of my days at the Bell school.

Some of the High-

lights during the term were Spell Downs, Arithmetic Drill Contests, Geography
Games and History quizes on Friday's after last recess.
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We also looked foreward

to school programs in the fall of the year.

The Christmas programs in December

and the big annual picnic at the close of the term.
I attended Waukon High School and took Normal T r a i n i n g in preparation to
teach a r u r a l school.
I taught my three f i r s t terms in a r u r a l school in Glenwood T w p . , Winneshiek
County.

I have happy memories of teaching these three terms in this school.

The f i r s t term I received $45 a month.

The second year I received $60 a month.

The t h i r d term I received $65 a month.

We were paid for nine months each

hear.

I did my own janitor w o r k .

I paid three dollars and f i f t y cents a week

for room adn board at a farm house close to school.

T h i s was Monday t h r o u g h

Friday.
In the fall of 1936 I married Chester Hill and became a homemaker and mother
of two c h i l d r e n .

I could not continue to teach because a married lady would not

be g i v e n a c o n t r a c t .

So I stayed home and raised my c h i l d r e n until they entered

.. the upper grades in school.
and continue my career.

Then I decided to renew my teaching certificate

There was a shortage of teachers now and they hired

married ones.
I attended Luther College, also took correspondence Courses from State
Teachers College, and went back to teaching in 1952.
Again I enjoyed working with c h i l d r e n , so v e r y much and am so grateful
for the o p p o r t u n i t y I had to work with and help them.
From 1952 t h r o u g h 1960 1 taught
Winneshiek C o u n t y .
heat.

8 terms in Frankville #7, located in

This was a one room rural school with an oil b u r n e r for

There was no basement.

At the entrance we had a large room which served

as a clock room, and provided a place for wraps, boots, and r u b g e r s .
a place for the water coolers, wash basins, and towel r a c k s .
bucket from a nearby farm.
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It provided

Water was carried by

I was paid $300 a month for nine months or $2700 for the last terms 1 t a u g h t .
I was v e r y happy in this environment and s u r r o u n d i n g s .

I felt I was well

reimbursed for my w o r k .
A typical school day opened with the raising of the f l a g , as the pupils gave
the pledge of allegiance.

Then"Good Morning" greetings to all and a short prayer

asking for guidance in all our work and play for this day, and t h r o u g h our
learning experiences we will become good citizens, in our homes, schools, state
and c o u n t r y .
The forenoon schedule consisted of Reading, Math, and Spelling.

I the

afternoon we worked with lighter subjects that consisted of English, A r t s , and
Social Studies.
Friday afternoons were for catch up on make up work and d r i l l s .

After

last recess on Friday we had A r t , music, and clean u p .
Our school organized a v e r y active Mother's Club with the f i r s t meeting
at the v e r y beginning of the term.
were i n t r o d u c e d .

New textbooks, new methods and curriculum

At other meetings we had classes with pupil participation.

Also on the agenda were discussions of programs, picnics, and at some meetings
educational films were shown.
These meetings brought teacher, pupil and parents v e r y close togheter.
I t solved many problems and misunderstandings.
Two mothers hosted a l u n c h .
averaged six meetings a term.

Parent participation was 100%

We met on Fridays from 2:30 to 4:00 P.M.

We

All parents, pupils and I as a teacher looked forward

to these meetings.
In a r u r a l school we were like one big happy family helping each other and
w o r k i n g together.

Older pupils assisting younger ones if they had time.

Thus

much individual help was given where needed.
My two children attended Decorah Public Schools, and they received an
excellent education.

B u t , I feel that much togetherness of the neighborhood,
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and working together, and helping each other is now lacking in the Community
with the closing of the Rural Schools.
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Winneshiek County Schools
I am Lorraine Houck. I live in Freeporrt Village , Route 6,
Decorah, Iowa.
My Father, Lester Bigler, was born in Clayton County and moved
to Pleasant Township in 1915, where he lived the rest of his life.
Mother, Myrtle Ellingson Bigler, was born in Pleasant Township
and still lives south of the Sattre Store.
1 was born in Pleasant Township on the second farm just
south of the Sattre Store.

I started kindergarten August 29,

1938, my teacher was Kathryn Arneson.

It was my privilege to

attend Sattre School, Pleasant # 8, all nine years.

It is in-

teresting to note Kathryn Arneson was my teacher for five years;
the first three as Kathryn Arneson and the last two as Kathryn
Arneson Kroshus.
In my kindergarten year we had only eleven students, five
kindergarten girls, and six big boys.

At that time those boys

seemed like six big giants to five little girls.
Sattre School, Pleasant # 8, was a small brick structure with
three windows on each side, small cold hall or entrance with hooks
for our coats, water cooler and wash stand, and the top of a large
desk for our lunch boxes.

Our heating system was a wood basement

furnace with a huge register in the middle of the room.

This was

an extremely cold building, sometimes we had to leave our coats on
until the middle of the morning.

This was especially true if it

was on Monday morning, because the building hadn't had heat' in it
since Friday.
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2.

Our lighting consisted of three kerosene lamps on each side
of the room. We had no telephone system.

The water had to be

carried from the near by farm, which meant it had to be carried
up a hill. We took turns carrying the water with two people each
time.

In the real hot days in the fall often two pails of water

had to be carried up the hill.
My fourth grade teacher, Mrs. Ada Lincoln Miller, made science
come alive by taking us on field trips to observe the plants and
animals we were studying.

This was the period of time during

World War II. Each week we would bring a dime to school to purchase a Savings Stamp , which was put in our Savings Stamp Book.
When the book was filled it was exchanged for a Savings Bond.
My Savings Bond was used to help pay for my college education. We also brought scrap iron to school, this was used to make tanks
and guns.

I recall this huge pile we collected, but before it

was hauled to town we had the fun of taking pots pans etc. and
marching around as a pretend marching band. We also collected
milkweed pods which were used for lifejackets for the arm forces.
In the spring of this year 1942, a bad snowstorm developed.
As I never wanted to miss school, I put on the warmest clothes I
had and started walking.

When I arrived the teacher and two

other girls were there. The school day was carried on as usual.
The Wallace Nordheims had called my parents during the day and
told them I should stay at their house.
came to pick everyone up after school.

Wallace and Ed. Nordheim
Therefore ,I stayed at

their house for two nights until the roads opened.

The next

morning Mr. Nordheim took all of us to school by horse and sleigh.
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3.
The snow had drifted as high as the fence top and the
weather was so cold the horses and sleigh traveled over the
snow without breaking through.
Each year we looked forward to the annual school program.
This meant a great deal of practicing.

The programs were

always well attended. We made money at these socials by
selling chances on blankets and other items at ten cents per
chance or three for a quarter, by auctioning off baskets of
food, and also with an admittance price at the door.

The

proceeds were used to purchase school supplies.
The year ended with the families bringing a potluck
dinner for the last day of school, all of these activities
kept the community together.
During my grade school days I always considered being a
teacher.

I would save my own papers I thought would be help-

ful to me as a teacher.

I went to visit our County Superin-

tendent, Charles G. Stoen.

He encouraged me to start summer

school at Luther College right out of high school.

With two

full summer sessions and one year at Luther I could start
teaching.
I started teaching at Pleasant #8 in the fall of 1952
where I taught for three years until the school closed in May
of 1955. This was my home school and I taught three of my
sisters and lived at home.
From there I went to Pleasant #1 in the fall of 1955. I
had grades 1-4 and Mrs. Mary Helgeson had grades 4-8.

*+9

This

1+

was the first year buses were to transport the students.
used

In

the spring of the year kindergarten students went to Pleasant #2.
Pleasant #1 was a much larger, warmer, and newer framed
building. But because of lack of students this wonderful
building had been closed for a few years.

We even had our

own pump, telephone, and indoor chemical toilets.

The base-

ment had a large concert floor which made it a great place
for the students to play on rainy days.
furnace

was used for heating.

A coal and wood

This also meant more work

for the teacher as we had to be our own custodians.

I had to

clean every night after school and do an especially good job
on Friday nights.

I taught at Pleasant #1 for one year.

It

is now a beautiful home.
My next stop was Canoe

#4.

This was a long frame

building with a small entrance and oil heater, outdoor toilets, telephone, and electric lights.

The students had to

carry the water form a very close neighbor.

One Monday

morning I arrived at school and to my surprise had five new
students from one family.

I had no extra desk at my building.

They had to sit on chairs until the director brought desk
form another school.
1957.

I taught here from August 1956 to May

Following this year Canoe#4 was closed and the students

were transported to other schools.
In the fall of 1957, I went to my last rural school
Decorah #9, where I taught for three years from August 1957
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to May 1960. This was a nice wood frame building with lights,
gas furnace, outdoor toilets, telephone, full sized basement
used for serving hot lunches in the winter time provided by
the parents.

This was also a good place to show films. The

water had to be carried from across the road.

This school

is also a beautiful home at the present time.
A typical day in the rural schools began with saying the
flag pledge.

The morning classes consisted of reading, spel-

ling, writing, and language.

The afternoon classes were usu-

ally social studies, science, math, and music.

On Friday

afternoons we would end the week with an art project. Because
of the many grades I taught (1-8) the older students would
meet with me every other day while the rest of the time they
would work at school on their own.

For example, I would meet

with grades 1-2-6-8 one day for math and grades 1-2-3-4-5 "the
next day.

There was a morning and afternoon recess each day

for at least fifteen minutes and a half hour at noon.

If we

decided to have an hour recess then school would be dismissed at four o'clock instead of three-thirty.
The rural school students learned a lot

from each other.

The older students were always ready to help the younger ones.
One of my 8th grade students' was a great help to me.
is now an excellent teacher in my building.

She

She gained a

lot of experience during her rural school days.
Rural schools kept the communities closely knit. Everyone worked to keep the school district going. We seemed much
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6
closer to the people in our neighborhood than of our society
today.
In the spring of 1960, the rural schools were taken into
the Decorah Community School District.

At this time many of

the rural schools were closed. The teachers were all given
positions somewhere else.

I was placed in a second grade

room at the Decorah East Side Building.
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This is Bill Lange, Decorah, R.R. 3, reporting a few of my teaching
experiences in three rural schools in Bluffton Township, Winneshiek County,
Iowa.

But first, a few statements about my family history.

In 1854 Moritz Lange, my great grandfather, came from Germany and
settled in Bluffton Twonship, one mile northeast of the village of
Bluffton along the Upper Iowa River.

Part of this land on which I now

live has been in the family more than 100 years.
Langes attended the Bluffton Village schools.

Four generations of

This period Included the

years from about 1860 to 1954.
The first school built in the village of Bluffton was a native limestone rock structure.

In 1928, while I was finishing my last year of grade

school in this building, it was destroyed by fire.
term(l928-1929) in the village church.

We finished the school

The school building now standing

in Bluffton village and still being used for elections was built during
the summer of 1929.
I think the memories I have about my youthful school days in the rural
school would be quite similar to those students' attending the rural schools
In which I began teaching in 1935. We had been and still were living in a
community, and also at a time in history when the standard of living was
much different than today.
omy

in the midwest.

The depression of the 1930's had affected the econ-

People were programmed to believe that they would

have to provide for themselves, and in accomplishing this they would
together and help one another to meet this end.

work

Neither my students nor

myself felt deprived because we couldn't have a few luxuries that would
now be classified as necessities.
There was a relationship and atmosphere among students in the rural
school that cannot be expressed in words; it can only be experienced.
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In 1935 I began my first term of teaching in Bluffton School
District No. 3 located 3 miles east of Bluffton village.
is no longer standing on this site.

The building

It was a white frame "building with

no basement, no water supply on the grounds and we used wood for heat.
The maximum enrollment was about 15 students in grades primary through
8.

If students took shortcuts across fields, it was still a two or

three mile walk for some of them.

I usually hired one of the eighth

grade boys to come and have a fire started early on winter mornings.
We could not bank our stoves to hold fire all night as none of our units
were furnaces.
Two Annual events that parents and students always looked forward to
and enjoyed were the school program, usually held on the last day of school.
School programs were well attended by the public and the money raised was
usually spent on things for the school that could not be acquired otherwise;

maybe a playground ball and bat, a water cooler, some flashcards,

storybooks, etc.

There was no electricity or telephones in the Bluffton

township rural schools during the 30's, so regardless of how severe the
winter weather might be, I cannot ever recall cancelling school.

Some

students might try to walk a distance to the school building during the
severe cold weather so the teacher always made sure the building was open.
Some roads were seldom or never opened to winter travel by car or sleigh
during the 1930's. so walking was the only alternative.
During the 1936 - 37 school year, I taught in Bluffton No. 6 located
two miles south of St. Brigit's Catholic Church.
moved to the Bud Casey farm.

This building has been

It was a white wood frame structure and

after extensive remodeling it has become part of the Bud Casey residence.

After a lapse of nine years from teaching, I started again in 1947.
This time I returned to Bluffton Village No. 1.

This was an entirely-

different experience for me because our facilities had been improved
and the administrations had made a great deal of progress in providing
materials and help for the rural school teacher.

We now had electricity

for lighting, visual aids, and heating units.
Charley Stoen, County Superintendent, and Jarla Clausen, Deputy
Superintendent and Supervisor deserve a great deal of credit for the
improvement in our rural schools during the 40's and 50'S. For example,
we now had a central library stocked with a very adequate supply of library
books, film strips and other visual aids.

Jarla set up our inservice

teachers' meetings that were always welcomed because so many ideas were
exchanged and materials developed to take back and be used in our classrooms.

Bus tours to the State House, The Amanas, School for the Blind

at Vinton were three very meaningful experiences for our rural eighth
graders in which I chaperoned.
Rural eighth grade students were required to pass a state examination
before finishing their elementary education.

Graduation exercises were

held in Decorah each spring for these graduates.
I realize that our one room rural schools would not be practical in
Winneshiek County now in the 1980's because of many reasons which I will
not mention here but I did not realize until I began teaching in the town
system how much we really had going for us in the rural setting.

Mnay of

the so called disadvantages of the rural school were actually advantageous
to the student. Many of the problems of individual differences were
automatically taken care of.

For example, a fifth grade student could

listen in on most any other grade.
more time working by themselves.

The rural school students had to spend

The town students could have access to

their teacher whether they really always needed it or not.
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The rural setting provided for much more flexibility with scheduling.
If we wanted to spend a few minutes more to finish a problem or project
it didn't interfere with other departments.
In my observations while teaching in both rural and town systems,
I really felt it was easier to create a happier, more relaxed atmosphere
in the rural setting.
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My name is Alice Lubke and I live near Ridgeway, Ia. My parents
were Stewart and Lula Baker and we lived in about the center of Madison
Twp.

I attended White Hill school Dist. No. 7 which I later taught.

I especially remember the huge stove in the room and 25 - 30 pupils
crowded into that small space often three to a desk and all grades. I
walked a mile and a half to school on a dirt road.

From that beginning,

I decided, at age 5, to become a teacher and in 1932 I began my teaching
career in Madison # 4 about 3 ½ miles from home.
and stayed at home walking much of the time.

I earned $75 a month

I had 14 pupils - all

grades.
The buildings were all alike in the twp.
on three sides allowing cross ventilation.
furnace and fuel bins and activity room.

Wood frame, with windows

They had full basements for the

I can still see the teacher's

desk and small bell, the recitation bench, the kerosene lamps and reflectors,
the phonograph and large Regulator clock both wound by hand and Washington
and Lincoln portraits above the huge full length blackboards.

No telephones.

Upon entering the building you found a place for clothes with boots and
dinner pails underneath.

The water cooler, cups, and towels brought from

home, along with pitcher and wash basin, were along the side of the entry.
After starting the fire, raising the flag and getting water from neighboring
farms, we began the day with the Pledge of Allegiance and sang songs followed
by calling each class to the bench while the others studied at their desks.
Each fall and/or spring, we prepared a program of music, dialogues and
recitations and presented it on a stage with curtains.

It was always well

attended and the proceeds bought many improvements for the school.

It was

the goal of each district to improve - to become eligible to get to be
a standard school.
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Every holiday was observed in some fun way with Christmas "being the
most celebrated and the last day of school called for a community picnic
and get-to-gether.

Picture taking, ball games etc. was the entertainment.

I taught Madison # 4 1932 - 33($75.00 per mo.), Madison # 1 1933 - 36(45.00
per mo), Madison # 2 1936 - 37. and Madison # 7 1937 - 39.
I remember fondly attending and teaching in the rural schools. I
greatly appreciate the help Mr. Stoen and later Jarla Glauson provided
and I thank them for it.

The country school provided a wholesome, healthy

and unhurried atmosphere where the teacher, was looked up to, loved and
respected by parents and pupils alike.

It provided a place to meet and

enjoy your neighbors and kept the community closely knit.

This transcript is part of a series of intrerviews conducted by
Jarla Glauson and Steven Johnson.

1985
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My name is Cora Otteson Sampson, 407 Winneshiek Ave., Decorah, Iowa.
I grew up on a farm in Pleasant Twp., living with my parents, two sisters
and two brothers.
I attended rural school in Pleasant Twp. District #7 thru the 8th grade.
We walked to school across the short way which was about one and one-half
miles or two and one-half if we chose to walk the traveled road.

We seldom

had a ride although sometimes in the winter months when the weather was
extremely cold, my father would take us in a sleigh and horses.

This was

only on rare occasions.
My memories go back to the days we walked back and forth from school.
The changing seasons made the distance seem shorter, as the sights were always
changing.

In the fall we could see the leaves changing color.

gathering and storing their food for winter.

The squirrels

In the early Spring we would hear

the rushing water of melting snow in the small creek we crossed each day.
When the wild flowers, we were anxious to gather, to bring them to the teacher.
The triliums, hepaticas, Dutchman's Breeches and many, many more.
Our school was a large frame building, with a bell on top.

It had a

very high ceiling and three windows on opposite walls, with Kerosene burning
bracket lamps by each window.

A full length blackboard along one wall with

the roll down map above it.
A wood burning stove that was too small to produce enough heat for the
large room.
by.

Water was carried, in a galvanized pail from a neighbor close

It had one dipper to accommadate all students, each waiting their turn

to drink.
At that time there were only double desks, so It was necessary to seat

59

two students to each desk.
desks.

In later years they were replaced with single

The library shelf had very few suitable books, and, too, a large

Webster's Dictionary.
In 1910-11 there were 36 students enrolled in the school, all ages from
Seven to Seventeen years old.
winter months.

The older boys attended only during the

In the Spring and fall months they were needed at home to

plant and harvest the crops.
Only one teacher was hired--namely:
Pleasant Twp.
attendance.

Mabel Musser, she, too, was from

I have a picture of the class taken at that time, with full

The only playground area was mostly hills on either side of the

building, which make for good sliding on the snow during the winter.

Other

games were mostly baseball, Hide-and-Seek and Anti I Over over the buildings.
I also remember taking 8th Grade tests. My class of four girls were
the first class to graduate from the 8th grade.
Decorah in June.

Graduation was held at

But with the dirt roads and an all day rain I was unable

to attend.
We were fortunate in having a very kind and patient teacher during my
7th and 8th grade study.

She was always so helpful. During these years

with her interest, as an example, made me want to be a teacher when I grew
up.

Her name was:

Theressa Schlitter of Decorah.

The following year I attended Valder College, elementary department.
Then to Upper Iowa Un. at Fayette, Iowa for my normal training during summer
sessions, also night courses at Luther College.
My first teaching experience was at Highlandville Village, Highland
Twp., filling a vacancy in the Primary Dept.

This was a two room school.

At that time my salary was $40 per month, paying $2.50 for board and room
at one of the homes there.
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I then taught a two month Spring term in what was called the Sacquitne
School, also in. Highland Twp.

This was the last of the Spring, winter, and

fall terms, six months in all, two months of Spring and fall terms, and four
months of winter.
Later I taught at Pleasant Twp. #1. This was a red brick building with
very little equipment.

It was too far for me to walk, so during the spring

and fall months I rode a "pony" named "Babe" then boarded at the director's
home the winter months.
The year of 1922-23 I taught in the Sattre School.

This too, was a red

brick building with a wood burning furnace in a dirt basement, with an outside
entrance.

It had no equipment other than desks, a blackboard, etc. My Grand-

father donated the property for this school.
deteriorating.

It is now boarded up and

My salary by then had increased to $65 per month.

After my marriage in 1925 I taught in Pleasant Twp. #10. The last
school to be built in that township.

Later this building was sold to a

neighbor which Is now used as a grain shed.
Later I spent several years doing substitute teaching, schools namely:
in Glenwood, Canoe, and Pleasant Twps.

One of which was at Locust which

is now listed in the Historical Society records.
During World War II there was a shortage of teachers, so I renewed my
teaching certificate and returned to full time work.

Taught In Bluffton,

Madison and Canoe Twps. until my retirement in 1960. By now the schools
were much improved.

All had oil furnaces, electricity and facilities for

hand washing, Better supply of book in the libraries, electric plates to
heat soups or other food for their noon lunches, also the heat water for
cleaning and hand washing.
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My salary now had raised to $300 per month.
Many schools now were closing and students were busses into the city
public schools.
At each school some form of entertainment was held —
were invited to attend.

where parents

They were in form of Christmas programs, socials

and always a pot luck dinner at the end of the school year.
In a rural school there is always a feeling of togetherness —

while

working with one class, the other children observe and as a result all
acquire same benefit from that class period.

This is especially true while

doing board work.
We in Winneshiek County, were very fortunate that we had valuable help
from our C. Supt. Charles Stoen, and the Elementary Supervisor; Jarla
Clauson.

They were always there ready to assist us in any of our needs.

Teaching for me was always an enjoyable task, as I loved the work and
enjoyed working with the children.
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October, 1985
I Verna Schroeder, have lived in Calmar during the past twenty five years.

I

was born in Waterville, a small inland town in Allamakee County of German, Scotch and
Sioux indian descent.

I attended the rural schools in Postville High School of that

county.
For a number of years I taught using my High School Normal Training Certificate
and also taught war emergency for two years.

My college work has been taken at Luther

College, Decorah, U.N.I. Cedar Falls and Upper Iowa at Fayette.

By teaching and attending

summer school and night classes I have acquired degrees in Elementary Education and
Secondary Psychology.

I have taught all grade levels plus Special Educations.

Many of my elementary teachers encouraged me to go to high school and teach.

Several

were kind enough to furnish suitable clothing and money from their own meager salary.
That was the only way I had of financing an education.
The Winneshiek County Schools that I have been associated with are:
Frankville No. I

A village school

Frankville No. 4
Turkey Valley Schools at Jackson Junction
South Winn Schools of Calmar, Ossian and Spillville
Frankville Postville merged district
Frankville No. 4 was typical of the rural schools of the day.
wood burning furnace that kept us quite comfortable.

We had a basement,

Our lighting came from two high,

very small bulbs and our drinking water was carried from the farm just across the fence.
We had very little in the way of a hot lunch and the county milk program had not
been started, as yet.
This was a small school no more than seven students each year during the five
years I served the district.

The people of the school were very kind to us and furnished

many nice warm picnic lunches. We usually had two programs each year.

One in the

fall and a spring Song Fest.
We had access to the library and other equipment in the County Superintendent s
Office.

Our course of study and daily programs were also given much assistance from
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the county office and their inservice meetings.
One of the students from this small school, Dr. Donald Birdsell, is now Dean of
he College of Education at the University of Akron in Ohio.
Frankville No. I, a two room village school was the ultimate in rural schools.
This school had also offered a two year high school for many years.
The physical equipment was excellent.

It closed in

The enrollment averaged sixty and some

years reached sixty eight.
This building was equipped with a stoker furnace, running water, adequate lighting,
telephone, well stocked libraries, up to date reading series and the last years both
inside and outside toilets.
Both rooms were under the capable supervision of the county office.
much help with curriculum and inservices training.

They supplied

My co-worker, Amelia Teskey, and

I had much success with an individualized Reading program.

We received much help with

this program from Upper Iowa University and The Ginn Company.
in the same building, gave us readers on all levels.

A graded situation,

It was a lot of extra work for

the teachers but the success of the new program was rewarding.

We had programs at

Christmas and an Easter or Spring Musical.
The county milk program was used and hot plates were available to heat any food
brought by students, parents or teachers.
During the re-organization era the district merged with Postville after having
been promised that a K through 6 center would always remain there.
was closed two years later and all students bussed to Postville.

1959

The school

1961

During the two years music and art teachers were supplied and all supervision
and daily curriculum was furnished by Postville.

This curriculum did not always lend

itself to this rural setting.
For the most part I think that the rural schools were very adequate for the years
that they served Iowa children.

Both of our daughters attended Frankville No. 1 and

did very well upon attending Postville High School.

They have only happy memories.

I thought it a great school to attend and deemed it an honor to be the only local
married woman to have this job.
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In this high tech, atomic age and waning agricultural dominance, it would be almost
impossible to furnish the necessary equipment or trained personnel for so many small
tenters.
I am grateful for having had the privilege of teaching during the best of times
and in both rural and town systems.
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Cora Landmeyer Tangen
805 East Water St.
Decorah, Iowa
52101
My parents were Henry J. and Clara Landmeyer.
I attended only one rural school for seven years.
The schoolhouse was frame, very

or Glenwood #8.

small.

It was the Lake View
Two pupils sat by

the organ for their desks and 2 pupils sat by the wide window sills.

We had

double desks to sit in.
The frame school had a dug out basement with a walled room of cement
blocks for the old long narrow stove, which was wired together, so the sides
wouldn't fall down.

In the morning we would sit around the register huddled

together with our coats, caps and overshoes on until the schoolroom would
get warm.

There were 30 pupils attending school.

school and home each day.
sled.

We walked 1½ miles to

At noon we would slide down the hill on our hand

In the spring and fall we would play other games as Red Light, Cheese

It, Kick the Can, Squat Tag, also other games.
I do recall all the Schools in Glenwood Twp. had a Penmanship Contest at
the Baker School.

I won first prize which was 50$.

I also won first prize

at the Winneshiek County Fair for Penmanship I recieved a $1.00 bill.
We carried the water in an open pail from a spring which was enclosed
in a wooden box with a wooden cover.

In fourth grade I would think many times,

I would like to be a teacher, help children teach and explain things to them.
My wishes were carried out, as I taught school many years and enjoyed it.
After I graduated from Decorah High School and passed the State Board,
I started

to teach in the same school I had attended during my elementary

years, which was Glenwood #8.

The schoolhouse was frame, it had improvements

a cement basement, a new wood burning furnace.
two outhouses.

We had nature lighting and

We got water the same place but used a Shot can with a cover.
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I taught this school two years, then got married.

When our children were in

6th & 9th grade, I decided to go back to teaching.

I attended Luther College,

U.N.I. and Upper Iowa, earned credit hours during the summer, also evening
classes during the school year.

While teaching we went to Luther College and

Waukon, Iowa where Upper Iowa held classes in the Waukon High School.
In the fall I began teaching in Glenwood #7.
with a wood burning furnace and electric lights.
year.

That was a frame building
I taught in this school one

The Director from Glenwood #4 came down and asked me if I would consider

teaching the lower grades in that school.
ten years in Glenwood
electric lights.

#4.

That sounded good to me.

I taught

It was a frame building, wood burning furnace and

We carried water from a farm that had a driven well, with

a shot can and cover.

There were many good memories.

Many times when one was wishing for help, our Good Elementary Supervisor,
Jarla Clauson, was always ready to help in which ever way she was needed.

We

would get supplies we needed from the Winneshiek County Courthouse and carry
boxes of Library books from the Winneshiek Library.
From here I went to North Winneshiek, first in a frame school, had
a basement, electric lights, and oil burning heater which I thought was a very
good improvement.

The children would bring potatoes, meat, and vegetables all

wrapped very well in foil, place them on the top of the stove, by noon everyone had a hot nutritious meal for lunch.
very good.

Then we got a gas furnace which was

In about eight years came the new school which was a fine building.

From Noth Winneshiek, I went to Saint Benedicts in Decorah, I taught 3rd
grade.

This school was a very nice modern school.

different reading levels.

I had 31 pupils-had six

The pupils in St. Ben's were very well mannnered.

Had several good memories of teaching there and would always feel welcome when

6?

I would see parents and children.
Then it was Head Teacher & Coordinator at Sunflower Child Care Centerages 3 - 5 .

I would prepare the children for kindergarten, supervise the other

workers, check their plans for the week for this age group.

We had a regular

schedule and routine to be carried out each day.
The last was teaching four Laotion children, Patience was a must here
and progress was very

slow.

In the rural schools, we would say the Pledge to the flag in the morningSometimes go outdoors and pledge the flag.
schedule.

Sing a song before we began our days

It was a very busy day.

We had programs to raise money for things we needed.
of Dialogues, Recitations, songs, monalogues.
and a free sack lunch.

The programs consisted

An admission of .35<£ was charged

One program we had in the Glenwood Auditorium netted $90.

We would make gifts for the parents for Christmas have a Potluck dinner at
noon for the parents, had a Christmas tree and program in the afternoon.

The

same for Mother's Day and a Picnic the last day of school.
The major difference in rural and town school were: more students and more
noice also more interference.

In the rural school, I feel the good points

were you had better dicipline and quieter students.

The children had more

advantages in town schools to take part in more activities.
I feel we had a closer relationship between teacher and students in the
Rural school.

To sum it all up, teaching school is a very good profession.

It

was long hard hours teaching all days and in the evening attending College classes.
Also attending College during the summer but I feel it was well worth all the
effort.
November 23, 1985
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Ellen Thompson, Ossian, Iowa
I was born and raised in the Castalia area.

I am the daughter of

John Svendsen. My parents came from Stavenger, Norway.

I am married to

Harley Thompson of Frankville. My home has been in the Frankville township
for 37 years.
Many memories still linger of the days in the pueblo covered building
called the Mundt School or Bloomfield # 8.

What a busy childhood I had!

It was filled with outdoor activities, riding horseback, milking cows by
hand, always helping my father whenever needed.

The combination of helping

constantly at home and the busy days at school left one with little spare
time.

I owe so much to a favorite teacher of mine for four years, Noble

Stavnes, who diligently worked with me in spelling contests, declamatory
speeches and one act plays. Even more excitement was 8th grade graduation
at Luther College in Decorah.

Truly, I thought this was the greatest day

of my life!
Many times I have been asked, "What made you decide to become a teacher?"
I had been thinking about what I might do after I graduated from high
school.

The door just seemed to open up for me during my senior year.

I had been attending the Castalia High School until it closed, then I
decided to go to Postville and take the normal training course.

The

superintendent gave me permission to take the two-year course in one year.
I taught the first month on a temporary certificate until I was eighteen
at the end of September.
I started my teaching career in 1945. I taught 10 years in Winneshiek
County.

1945
1947
1949
1951
1959

-

47
49
51
55
60

in Blommfield # 3
Castalia Village School
Frankville # 6
Frankville # 8
Frankville Village
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All of the above schools were a frame structure with the exception
of the Frankville School.

All of the schools had nice cemented basements

with oil, coal and wood furnaces. All the basements had ample room in them
which allowed play and work activities.
so all the buildings had electricity.
neighbor in a 2 ½ gallon covered pail.

Electricity was available by 1945,

Water was carried from the closest
Water was available on the

premises in Frankville # 6, Castalia and Frankville.
used.

Outdoor toilets were

Sanitary precautions were taken with washing hands, cups, and towels.

In most of the rural schools that I taught had from 12 to 18 students
with grades from K through 8.

The town schools had less grades but more

students.
An ordinary day in a rural school started at 9:00 and dismissed at
3:30 or 4:00 depending if we had a half hour noon recess or one hour.
10:00 and 2:00 we had supervised recess.
and physical activity.

Recess was the highlight of fun

All the students played well together in softball,

Antee I Over, stealing sticks, dare base, and pom pom pull away.
my former students

At

Mnay of

always remark about the fun we had together.

Each day began with respect for ourselves ,school and country.

If you

joined our morning openings you would have heard voices in unison in the
flag pledge, America, and the Lord's Prayer.
The rual school curriculum consisted of reading, writing, arithmetic,
language, history, geography, civics, health, science, and music.
music class a record player was used.

During

Each student had to learn and sing a

certain number of choir songs. The title of the songbooks keeps reappearing
before my eyes, Together We Sing.
Our libraries were very small, but we had access to many books from
the Winneshiek County Library.
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After the first week of school we had a schedule set up.

Glasses

were held each day or alternate days depending what grade level and subject
it was.

If the students weren't in class they had a work assignment.

All

the students worked independently and diligently and each received presonal
attention.
The rural schools of Winneshiek County were very fortunate to have
had two dedicated people, Charle G. Stoen, the superintendent, and Jarla
Clauson, the elementary supervisor, who always placed students, teachers,
and educational responsibilities first in their hearts.

Jarla supervised

all the teachers in making curriculum guides at many centers through out
the county.

The guides became part of our actual teaching.

We had many

instructional all day Saturday meetings.
Each fall the community looks forward to a school program which
involved many plays, songs, and activities.
an excellent opportunity to perform.

The program gave the children

The main purpose of the program was

for fund raising to buy equipment for our classroom.
The rural schools had softball contests on Friday afternoon which was
usually held in the spring.
Glean-up day was always a day to look forward to.
brought rakes, baskets, and wagons.

Every student

After a hard day's work everyone joined

in a weiner roast.
The major differnce between town and rural schools was the number of
students and the number of grades.

In Castalia one year I had grades K

through 3 r d grade with about 27 students.
grade with about 17 students.

The next year I had 3rd and 4-th

In Frankville, I had grades 3-4-5 combination

with approximate 25 students.
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In the rural

school the janitor work was always done by the teacher,

whiles in Castalia there was a janitor to do all the cleaning and caring of
the furnace.

At this time there were indoor restrooms.

A monthly P.T.A. was held in Castalia.
the community attended.
business meeting.

Many interested people in

An interesting informative program was held with a

It was also an opportunity to get together.

Education is constantly changing.

It was making progressive changes

30 or 40 years ago by upgrading the standards of education.

Loocking back

one may ask, "Have we lost anything?" Yes. We have lost the close knit
community, good values, patriotism, loyalty toward our community, working
withour complaining, and learning is my

responsibility.

A combined dedication of the county superintendent's office, students,
teachers, and parents truly was the success of the Winneshiek rural schools.
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I, Lillie Mae Aga Thompson, was born on a farm six miles southwest of Ridgeway.
Most of my life has been spent living in or near Ridgeway, with the exception of
eleven years when my parents moved to Thief River Falk, Minnesota when I was two years
old.
My brother and I attended a large two room rural school in Minnesota.
through four wore in one room and five through eight in the other.
cold, we would walk the three miles.
fields.

Grades one

If it wasn't too

Often we would see wolves running across the

Tn the spring and fall we would ride our bicycles.

of this school with a man teacher and many big boys.

I have many good memories

The building had a big folding

door which extended across the middle. When this was pushed back, one large room was
formed.

This was especially nice when we had programs, Each room had a huge coal

burning heater in the corner with a heavy metal jacket around it.

If our feet were

cold when we would get to school in the morning,we would climb up on the stove and lean
our backs against the wall with our feet on tine edge of the metal jacket. We would
take turns bringing a gallon or two of milk to school each day so the big girls could
make hot chocolate,, (We called it cocoa.) This was done on an old kerosene stove.
I attended this school from 1915-1923.

I was never familiar with a one room school

until I started to teach in 1928.
When we moved back to Ridgeway in 1923, I enrolled in the eighth grade in the town
of Ridgeway.

.Again I walked the two miles to school.

of high school there.

I completed my first three years

As they had only eleven grades in Ridgeway, it was necessary

for me to go to Cresco for my senior year.
$4.00 a week for room and board.

I stayed in Cresco during the week paying

Often I would ride in the Caboose on the freight

train to get to Cresco on Monday morning.
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Not too much thought was given as to what I was going to do when I grew up.
I took the Normal Training Course during my senior year in Cresco which permitted
one to go directly into teaching.

I was lucky enough to get a school in Madison

Township immediately after graduation.

I taught six years in this school and then

was married which meant giving up my job.
Because of the shortage of the teachers, I went hack to teaching again in 1943
during World War II. Four rural schools around Ridgeway were my stamping grounds for
seventeen years.

All these buildings were frame buildings with full basements and a

coal burning furnace.
fire.

Often I would bring my own kindling from home for starting the

Kerosene lamps with reflectors fastened to the walls, were used for lighting

the room when necessary.

If I didn't bring the drinking water from home, it was

carried from a close neighbor.

Only one of the schools had a well in the yard.

I

did not have a telephone or electric lights in any of the schools until 1953. If the
roads were too full of snow in the winter so my father couldn't get through with
his bob-sled and horses, I would walk across the fields in the deep snow carrying my
books and lunch pail.

If the roads were open, I would drive an old Model A car and

give all the children along the way a ride. They would sometimes wait after school
for a ride home.
We would start each morning by singing our Good Morning Song, praying the Lord's
prayer andsayingthe Pledge of Allegiance. The subjects that required the most thought
were held in the forenoon, such as, Reading, History, Civics, Grammar and Arithmetic
and the subjects with the most activity were held in the afternoon, such as, Spelling,
Writing, Music, Health, and Geography. Reading for the lower grades was always held
twice a day.

Our class periods were very short, ten, fifteen, or twenty minutes long.

Many times it was necessary for some of the older pupils to help with some of the
classes if they were through with their own work. Often on Friday afternoon after the
last recess, we would play ball with another school.

Each year we would have one

big program in the fall or spring to raise money to buy something for the school,

?4

book
trying to meet the requirements of a Standardized School, We would buy shelves or
books, clock, globe, maps, phonograph
chairs.
program.

and records, recitation table and small

The last day of school was celebrated with a picnic dinner and a short
This was good as all the parents were involved.

I quit teaching in 1959 to take care of my father who had been in a car accident.
My mother had passed away in 1948. My father lived two years after his accident.
In 1963 I was asked to come back into teaching again, This I did, but it also meant
getting some College Hours as I had only seventeen
reading books to renew my certificate.

hours which I had obtained by

I decided to try to get my degree.

I

attended Summer Sessions at Luther College or Upper Iowa and Night Classes two nights
a week during the school year.

I also took some Correspondence Courses. This all

took place when I was teaching full time.

After five years, I received my Bachelor

of Science Degree from Upper Iowa, majoring in Elementary Education with Minors in
Physiclal Education and Psychology.
Prom 1963 to 1965, I taught grades K through three in a one room rural building
in Burr Oak Township until they completed the new building at North Winneshiek.

I

taught first grade in this new Central Building for two years.
My next move was to teach Middle Primary or Second Grade in the Decorah Community
School District for nine years, 1966-1975. Because I reached the age of 65, I had to
retire.

I really enjoyed my teaching career.

I owe much of my success and enjoyment In teaching- to Mr. Stoen, the County
Superintendent, who was always so pleasant, helpful and kind and to Jarla Clauson,the
Elementary Supervisor.

She too, was always so friendly and so helpful by giving advice,

ideas and suggestions and even finding material and bringing it to the school,
including library books.
Teaching in a town school was very different from teaching in a one room rural
school with all the grades. There was no custodial work to do and there were specialized
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teachers for Art, Remedial Reading, Music and Physical Training and many other extra
activities

This had many advantages, also some disadvantages.

It was very necessary

to watch the clock closely so each group would be where they should be at a particular
time.

I found the pupils-were more relaxed in a rural school.
Some of the good points that I believe came from the rural school education were:

1. The teacher knew the families. It makes it easier to work with the children when
you are familiar with their home life.
2.

The children learned the importance of taking responsibilities, carrying water,

cleaning erasers, raising and lowering the flag, shoveling paths to the out houses and
helping the younger children.
3. No one was called a slow learner because they learned by repetition. They had an
early introduction to subject matter because of younger ones learning from older ones
and hearing it year after year.
4.

Each grade consisted of one, two, three, or four pupils which was almost individual

instruction.
5. Peer tutoring was used. I think pupils gained much from this, as it made it easier
for them to ask questions from their peers. They could come

early in the morning
6.

Pupils were more available for individual instruction.

school.

or

could keep them after

They wouldn't miss the bus.

7. Much experience was gained from the community programs that were held each year.'
I think when the rural schools were closed, we lost much community,parental
involvement.
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My name is Cora Finholt Nesseth Voiding and I reside at 206 5th Street —
Decorah, Iowa

52101.

I am the daughter of Mr. and M r s . Oscar Finholt and

was born in Winneshiek Co. Pleasant T w p . on Sept. 5, 1910.

My father was

the son of Martin Finholt and his mother was Paulina Nygaard, both from
Norway.

My mother's parents were N r . S M r s . Ole Faldet and my Grandma's

name was CeCelia Spilde Faldet and they both were from Norway S told many
stories about their t r i p from Norway to the United States.
I can remember s t a r t i n g to school in Pleasant #7 at age 4.
did not want to go to school unless I went too.

My older b r o t h e r

We lived quite a way from school

so my b r o t h e r and I stayed at my Grandpa Finholts d u r i n g the week.

The

teacher at that time was Theressa S c h l i t t e r , who later became Mrs. John
Hendrickson, and she stayed at my Grandparent's home

also.

I'm sure the fact that two of my cousins were teachers had some bearing on
my becoming a teacher and taking the Normal T r a i n i n g Course in High School.
I graduated from the Normal T r a i n i n g Course in May of 1928 and was promised
the school in Pleasant T w p . #7.

Because I wasn't 18 until Sept, 5, of that year,

school beginning was held up a week.
1 also taught in the Matter School in Pleasant T w p . , Frankville #6 and a
school in Madison T w p . , where I had started my school days.
I taught Pleasant #7 in the year of 1928-29 and it was quite a large school
of wooden s t r u c t u r e with a basement where the furnace and the wood was also
stored t h e r e .

For l i g h t i n g we just had the old fashioned kerosene lamps that

were set in brackets along the wall with reflectors fastened to the bracket.
The c h i l d r e n took t u r n s c a r r y i n g the water from the nearest neighbor and then
it was put into a crock water cooler.
cup.

Each child had their own folding water

The seats in this school were double seats where two sat together.
1 taught in the Matter school in the 1951-52 I believe.

I had quit teaching

in 1929 and got married and later on in 1949-50 after raising a family of 3
c h i l d r e n adn being widowed when I was only 32 or so and working 2 years at
J . C . Penny and then 9 years as Mgr. of Montgomery Ward Mail Order office I
started taking night classes at Luther College in order to renew my Certificate
and when this was done I resigned from Wards and started teaching again at
the Matter School.
This was a very old brick building with an old fashioned heater and v e r y
few f r i l l s other than some v e r y nice parents and pupils — I stayed here just
the one t e r m .
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My next school was in Frankville T w p . #6, and this was a big step ahead in
modern conveniences — It had electric l i g h t s , electric water pump, good furnace
and basement and a real nice classroom.

I was here 2 or 3 years and then went

to Madison T w p . where I taught for 2 or 3 years more.
frame b u i l d i n g , with a good furnace, basement, etc.

This too was a wooden

However, our water supply

was usually b r o u g h t to school by the school director every morning.
It seemed that in every school I taught I had every grade

and then in the

s p r i n g the c h i l d r e n in kindergarten came so it seemed I was always short of
time — t r y i n g to get all classes in and answering questions.
However, when 1 went back to teaching in the 50's things had changed quite
a bit as we now did what was called Unit Teaching adn this helped cut down
the number of classes you had each day.

This method called for the teacher to

work out a Unit of Study on a certain c o u n t r y - or subject and this might be
work for grades 1-2-3-4, adn then another set for 5-6-7-8, and each grade would
c o n t r i b u t e according to their level.

This unit study would included problems

in math, language a r t s , and also A r t projects, music, etc.

At the end of this

study project our Mother's Club usually would meet on F r i . P.M. and the room
and bulletin board would be filled with things pertaining to the Unit Study and
the c h i l d r e n would show and tell things about the S t u d y .
Your day, however, was v e r y , v e r y busy and also your evenings because
there was always extra plans for the next day to be made, papers to c o r r e c t ,
tests to be made u p , and seat work for the l i t t l e f o l k s .
As far as any special events beside our Mother's Club we always prepared
a school program with s i n g i n g , recitations, dialogs, e t c . , given to the public
for which we charged admission, sold lunches, had fish ponds and a the like to
raise money.

This took quite a bit of time in preparing but it was a v e r y good

experience for the children and something they enjoyed and something the parents
looked f o r w a r d to.
The money we took in was used for art supplies, records for the music classes,
perhaps new c u r t a i n s , and I remember we purchased a new recitation table and
four small chairs plus other t h i n g s .
1 only taught in teh Rural Schools but in 1957 I accepted a job with Interstate
Power Co. where I spent my time working with customers showing them how to
use electric appliances and conducting cooking schools.
One of the good points was the working together, all ages in one room. All
c h i l d r e n learned to share and the older ones had to learn to willingly help and take
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care of the younger ones so it made for a v e r y good working relationship.

On

the p l a y g r o u n d the younger children were accepted and were included in all
games and not pushed aside.

At f i r s t they perhaps d i d n ' t play ball too well,

but they learned by taking p a r t .
The c h i l d r e n learned t h r o u g h repetition — because some of the things would
be repeated several years in a row.
I t h i n k the teacher was in closer contact with the students because she was
responsible for all their needs in every way and in every subject and if you stayed
more than one year you became more and more involved and concerned about
each c h i l d .
I still t h i n k it was a v e r y good learning process, especially for grades 1-2-3-4.
In the Upper Grades I imagine some of the extra c u r r i c u l a r activities were missing
such as b a n d , Glee Clubs, and s p o r t s .
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RURAL SCHOOL DAY RECOLLETIONS

My name is Violet Erickson Winger.
in Glenwood Township.

My husband and I are retired farmers

I was born and raised in Canoe Township, where I attended

the Springwater School, Canoe #3 through the eighth grade.
Mr. and Mrs. Olias Erickson.

My parents were

I was one of a family of eight children.

Some of my early school recollections were juddling together on the
big floor register trying to keep warm.

I remember the happy feeling when we'd

hear the bobsled squeaking on the snow.

We were getting a ride home.

The schoolhouse was a wooden structure, quite cold if you got too far from
the register.

There were big double desks and we always hoped we could sit

with our best friend.

We carried water from a nearby farm adn the bigger children

carried wood into the basement from the woodshed.
teacher whom I then thought was quite old.
fun.

I especially remember one

She was strict but she made school

I still remember the older girls lined up at the chalkboard working arithmetic.

Other memories were the writing classes using the Palmar Method and the certificates
for perfect attendance.
This schoolhouse was built in 1865 and was destroyed by fire on February
19, 1945.

All the records of students who had attended there were lost.

My dream of becoming a teacher was realized when I graduated from high
school and received a contract to teach my home school for $65 a month.
were 18 pupils ranging from ages 5 to 14 years.

There

All the grades from primary

through eighth were represented.
During the winter the school day would begin by building the fire early
so it would be fairly warm when the children arrived.
rung at 8:50.
their seats.

The first bell was

This gave the children time to take off their wraps and take
Nine o'clock meant the second bell, followed by the pledge of
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allegiance and a song or prayer.

Next came plans for the day.

After this,

while others worked independently, classes were started in reading, arithmetic,
spelling or language.

In the afternoon there were classes in geography or

history, science or health, writing or music.

Classes in some subjects were

on alternate days with independent study between.

The school day ended at 3:30

or 4:00 depending on whether we had a half hour or hour noon.
At the end of six weeks we sent a written report to the Winneshiek County
Superintendent's Office.

It included grades and attendance.

In 1949 I substituted for a half year at the Sheggrud School, Glenwood
it 7 and in 1952 a half year at the Pagen School, Frankville Twp.
frame building with electric lights.

This was a nice

This building was later sold or moved

by the landowner.
I was offered a contract for the year 1952-53 at the Sheggrud School,
Glenwood #7.
school.

In order to meet state requirements for teaching I attended summer

I continued from that point on every summer plus night classes until

I graduated from Luther College receiving my B.A. majoring in elementary education.
The Sheggrud School was a small frame structure with an entry and a basement but no furnace.
back of the room.
stove for lunch.

The schoolhouse was heated with a big oil heater at the

The children would bring food in jars and heat them on the
About a year later electric lights were installed.

The enrollment was very small representing 3 or 4 families.

We would

always have a Halloween or Christmas program and the children would take many
character parts in dialogues.

One year the Mothers put on a play and it was

such a success that they put it on the second time at the Glenwood Church.

The

money which was raised from the admission was used to buy things for the school.
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The county conservation office put on a contest for the best conservation
booklet.

We won one of the top prizes, $20.

Until the late 40's

I was at this school for four years.

or early 50's the eighth grade students were required

to take tests in every subject as an admission to enter high school.

If they

didn't pass in February they were allowed to take the test over in May.

At first

they were given in the school they attended, later, they took them at the court
house.

The tests were replaced by the Stanford Achievement Tests.

were started in fourth grade.

These tests

They were corrected at the court house and at one

time the teachers helped check tests at the Decorah Lutheran Church.
One particular project that all the Winneshiek County teachers worked on
comes to mind.

The teachers used handbooks called, Course of Study which was

put out by the Department of Public Instruction.
for each grade.

It contained guides and goales

Out of the use of this material came the need for more units.

With the guidance of Jarla Clauson, elementary supervisor, the teachers set out
on a big task.

Winneskiek County Schools were divided into nine groups.

The

teachers met monthly with their group and worked on a subject of their choice
for each grade level.

Each unit worked was in outline form and consisted of

objectives, motivations, activities, questions and a list of reference materials.
The units were finally finished.

They were collected and compiled by Miss Clausen

and eagerly used by the teachers.
From 1956-62 I taught at the Baker School, Glenwood #3.
schoolhouse, a frame building, and heated by a big oil heater.
day the stove quit working.

This was an old
One cold winter

Our neighbor lady across the road invited us up

to her house and we had classes in her front room until our stove was fixed.
Some of the trips and activities the children participated in were trips
to teh Amana Colonies, Des Moines State Capitol, and Vinton school for the blind.
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There were usually were trips for the eighth graders.

The children always loved

showing their best school work to their parents at the county fair in the
educational building.
at Des Moines.

Some of the work was selected and sent to the state fair

The teachers took turns serving on a committee to put up materials

and supervise the building and also taking fair materials to the state fair in
Des Moines.
Consolidation of the schools was taking effect about 1960.

The grades

kindergarten thru third were in Glenwood #3, the 4th and 5th in another area
school, and the older children were bussed to Decorah.
For two years I was back at Canoe #3, 1962-64.
North Winneshiek School.

This was now a part of the

The old school had been replaced after the fire in 1945

by a beautiful frame building, all very modern with lots of windows.
a change from the first building ther in '36.

This was

There were other changes too

—

children from distant neighborhoods, time schedules for busses and also a music
teacher.
From Canoe #3, I went to the North Winneshiek School Center.
20 to 25 second grade students in my class.
education time, lunch time, plus bus time.

There were

We juggled recess time, physical
I couldn't have made it without the

cooperation of wonderful co-workers and administrators.
In 1967 I accepted a contract from Decorah Community Schools until the end
of

1980 when I retired after 30 years of teaching.
The Decorah System had much to offer.

considerate and kind.

The administration was always

Miss Clausen was once again our educational consultant,

for which I will forever be grateful.

I taught middle primary.

Now we were

using audio-visual materials for teaching, music teachers, aide for special
reading and math classes, free recess time, a well supplied library and a chance
to take the children on various educational trips.
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What changes had taken place?

Our children today are exposed to many

different things by audio-visual materials, travel is common even to some
younger children, both parents are usually working away from the home and our
children are taken care of by baby-sitters.

They are no longer in a small world.

They accept the school teacher as part of everyday living.
teaching, these things would have been very unusual.

Whe n I started

The children in the earlier

days probably had no other person outside of home other than their teacher to
work with them.
We are expecting much more of our children today and they are giving it
to us in creative writing, higher math, science and in physical education.
The rural environment with its little rural school had a stabilizing
affect while perhaps the ever-busy child who is into sm many curricular activities
has little time for the sheer joy of living.

Wherever we have our children in

school we must give them security and love to help them to develop confidence
and assurance in life.
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