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The Taylor building is a mid-19th century commercial block, 31/ x 54',
with side and rear walls of rubble limestone and a brick front. The
side and rear walls are quite plain, with window and door openings
somewhat randomly arranged. Windows on the second story of these
facades have shallow triangular tops. The front elevation, in contrast,
is considerably more elaborate and sophisticated, in its use of
brick arches with dressed limestone keystones, recessed brick panels
and brick pilasters as principal design elements. The ground floor
facade is composed of three large arches which spring from panelled
brick imposts; the main entry is in the center arch. The second
floor facade is a five-bay composition of arched windows and brick
pilasters, and the parapet wall above has recessed brick panels. The
building retains much of its original window sash, exterior doors
and wood trim.
On the interior, the first and second floors are quite plain, each
containing a single room. The basement is divided into three rooms,
two of which are continuously barrel-vaulted spaces which were probably
brewery cellars. These latter features occupy the front half
of the basement.
The building is presently in a poor state of repair, having stood
vacant for more than 20 years before being acquired by the City
of Spillville, at which time the building was enclosed and stabilized.
The city's plan for the building includes restoration of the exterior and
the adaptation of the interior for use as a town hall and community
center.
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The Taylor building, executed in a "brickmason's vernacular Victorian Italianate"
style, is one of four similar commercial structures in Spillville
Despite
its neglect, the Taylor building retains the greatest integrity of design
and character of the four. Of the other three buildings, two have undergone
extensive alteration that has included the replacement of the first floor
facades, and one of these has also been stuccoed, obscuring much of the
original decorative brickwork. The last building in the group, while being
in the best physical condition, is the least architecturally sophisticated
(It does, however, have some significant historical associations with
composer Antonin Dvorak).
The Taylor building is also of significance as the sole surviving commercial
structure at the south end of the main street. The original commercial
district was located in this area, but, by the 1870's, the focus of commercial
activity in Spillville began to move to its present location, about three
blocks north of the Taylor building.
The building was erected for Wenzil Taylor, for use as a general merchandise
store. Subsequently, it was purchased by A.A. Novak, and operated by him
until 1908, when he left the business to found the Citizens Savings Bank
in Spillville. A.A. Novak was the son of Wenzil Novak, the patriarch of
one of the original Bohemian families in Spirllville. After 1908 the
building continued as a general store under a variety of proprietors,
and was in the end used as a private residence before being abandoned.
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