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The Cooley House is located on the west side of Grove Street, which 
intersects with Broadway to the north. When the house was built it was one 
of the first houses on the bluff in the west part of the city. According to 
an article in 1866, "Mr. Cooley has broken his grounds, surrounded them with 
a fine picket fence, and has planted fruit and ornamental trees liberally 
. . . Cooley has got just the nicest site in Decorah . . ." (Decorah 
Republican, May 10, 1866). 

Now the house is situated in an historical residential area, a part of 
which is known as the Broadway-Phelps Park Historic District. The architectural 
style of the Cooley House is similar to that of the Porter House in the historic 
district. 

The house is two story, red clay brick with wood lintels and sills. The 
brick may have been painted for most of the tire, but has recently been removed. 
There are single brackets under the broad eaves, and wide, plain wooden cornice. 
The large wrap-around porch on the front has decorative wood brackets and roof 
posts. This same trim appears on the back porch, and was on the porch on the 
north side which has since been removed. 

Extensive repair work has been done in the past few years. The wooden 
porch floor was replaced with concrete*, and the roof was shingled in 1977 
with asphalt shingles (to replace the tin sheeting). The decorative trim 
has been duplicated where needed, to replace rotted or broken pieces. The 
house was sandblasted in 1976 to remove the buff- or yellow-colored paint 
from the brick. A garage has been extended two feet to the south lining 
the garage up with the porch to accomodate the new car size. 

The downstairs is currently occupied by one family, with the upstairs 
rented out as an apartment. The Freys have talked about returning the entire 
house to a one-family dwelling. 

*The Freys have discussed placing a facade of lattice work (either 
painted or applied to the surface of the concrete) to give the illusion of 
an open porch, as it was when it was wooden. 



1867 
Wilson,Robertson & Co./ H.O.Ball 

The Cooley-Whitney House is significant for its architecture and for 
its association with prominent early citizens of Decorah. It appears to be 
a blend of the Italianate, Classical and Tuscan styles, designed and built 
in 1867 by an architect and a builder from Decorah. The house was built for 
a prominent banker and businessman, E.E. Cooley. After his death in the 
1890's the house was taken over by L.B. Whitney, also an important banker 
in Decorah. 

The house appears to be an interesting blend of the Italianate, Classical, and 
Tuscan styles. The characteristics of the Italianate predominatei broad eaves sup-
ported by single decorative brackets, a wide wooden cornice, large wrap-around veranda 
with couple posts and Intricately cut brackets (see p.72 Lovelace-Scheuerman-Brown 
House and p.76 Cochran House, in Keyes, 19th Century Home Architecture of Iowa City. 
1966). The Tuscan flavor appears in the lintels and the porch posts tend toward the 
Gothic. 

According to the contemporary newspaper, ground was broken, and general landscaping 
was undertaken as early as 1866 (Decorah Republican, May 10, 1866). This area of Decorah 
was undeveloped, therefore a considerable amount of ground work was required to prepare 
for the construction of a house. By spring of the following year E.E. Cooley was 
talking of building in the "coming season" (Decorah Republican, April 18, 186?). In 
June the ground was prepared and the cellar finished (Decorah Republican, June 7, 1867). 
The bricklayers, Wilson, Robertson & Co., of Decorah were at work by September (Decorah 
Republican, September 13, 1867). In a little over one month, an article stated that 
work was approaching completion. The article also mentioned that the architect was 
H.O. Ball, of Decorah (Decorah Republican. October 18, 186?), the same architect for 
the Ellsworth-Porter House In the Broadway-Phelps Park Historic District. (See Marlys 
Svendsen in bibliography). 

E.E. Cooley was involved with business interests shortly after he moved to 
Decorah. As early as 1855 he was in partnership with two other gentlemen who, together, 
organized a banking and real estate firm, soon to be recognized as the First National 
Bank of Decorah. Being a lawyer, Mr. Cooley served as organizer and attorney for a 
railroad company (which finally reached Decorah in 1869 under a different name), was 
first president of the board when Decorah first incorporated in 1857, was postmaster 
of Decorah, and served as an officer in the Civil War. During the War he received a 
commissary appointment from President Lincoln. From 1879-82 Mr. Cooley served as 
judge of the 10th Judicial District, Prior to this he had been mayor of Decorah for 
two terms. His law practice continued; for a few years he was a partner of Cooley, 
Akers & Cooley, in Minneapolis, but he again returned to Decorah. Mr. Cooley died 

in 1895. 
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House is situated on the northern third of lots 8, 9, and 10, Block 35, 
Maynard and Snyder's addition to Decorah. 
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Cooley-Whitney House, Decorah, Iowa. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (Cont.) 

Two years later the house became the property of Lewis B. 
Whitney and his family. Mr. Whitney was also involved with 
banking, being one of the organizers of the National Bank of 
Decorah, in 1897. This bank succeeded the First National Bank, 
which dissolved under the management of James H. Easton just 
prior to 1897. Prior to banking, Mr. Whitney served as County 
Treasurer. L.B. Whitney later became a stockholder, director 
and treasurer of the Deocrah Gas Company, and a director of the 
Winneshiek Hotel Company. He also was active in politics and 
in a number of brotherhood lodges. 

According to the current owners, the house being nominated 
has been known and is still referred to as the Whitney House. 
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