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The Horn house is essentially Italianate in style, with reflections in its
scale and proportions of middle-class, late Georgian architecture in England,
from whence Henry Horn emigrated in 1869. The 2-story main block is 27' x 60',
a servants' wing 23' x 20', all on a limestone foundation. Walls are double,
18 inches thick, of locally-made red clay brick, set in common bond.
The symmetrical facade is three bays wide. Centered double doors are set
within a compound semicircular arch with fanlight. There are bay windows
on either side of the door. Windows throughout are segmentally-arched, 4/4
lights in double hung sashes. Those on the second floor front are paired,
with brick mullions and corbelled label molds.
The shingled, low-hipped roof has wide eaves and a wide, plain wood cornice.
Brick chimneys are located toward the rear corners.
The servants' wing is 1½ stories, with a gable roof. Window treatment is
similar to that of the main block: all have segmental arches, 6/6 lights,
most with corbelled label molds. Similar molding is found over the door.
The interior, although somewhat altered in recent years, still contains a
vestibule, ballroom, dining room and three bedrooms in the main house, and
a kitchen, pantry and servants' quarters in the remainder. The original
horsehair plaster remains intact, as do the brick air ducts for the furnace
which was built in at the time of the house's construction. Remnants of
a wine cellar are present in the basement. The exterior of the house is
unaltered.
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The architecture of this house is somewhat unusual in Iowa, being a combination
of Italianate and "quasi-Georgian" features, the latter most notably in the symmetrical composition and the smaller, attached service wing which are typical of
an earlier period. The house also has a peculiarly "Decorah" feature, the corbelled window hoods, which are found in many houses in Decorah of this period.
The experience of Henry Harcourt Horn in Decorah was typical of many members
of the English colony there. The colony was founded in the early 1860's, by
generally well-to-do Englishmen who sought the life (and land) of a gentleman
farmer in America. Horn, a native of Hertfordshire, first visited the then-thriving
colony in 1868, and with his bride Elizabeth, bought land and built his house in
1869. For four years, Horn prospered on his Oneota Valley acres, arranging parties, fox hunts and horse races for other members of the colony, in careful reconstruction of English country life. Henry and Elizabeth also played active roles
in the organization of Grace Episcopal Church, which bacame the real social center
of the English community in Decorah.
Like many of his fellow colonists, however, Horn was unable to sustain his prosperity.
He moved into the town of Decorah in 1873, and pursued such ventures as a paper mill,
a foundry, and a barrel factory. By 1879 Horn was bankrupt: his town house was
sold at a sheriff's auction, and he and his family moved to St. Paul. There, Horn
embarked on a wholly new career as lawyer, judge and legal writer.
The English colony in Decorah lasted only a few years more after Horn's departure.
Like Horn, its members were unable to find success either in farming or in industry,
and by the mid-1880's, most had returned to England or had moved elsewhere in the
United States.
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