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MANAGEMENT SUMMARY 
 
 
This report presents the results of a surface and architectural investigation at the Leon 
Brown Farm (96-00761–96-00763) in Orleans Township, Winneshiek County, Iowa.  
This investigation was completed by Bear Creek Archeology, Inc. of Cresco, Iowa, at the 
request of the Winneshiek County Historic Preservation Commission of Decorah, Iowa.  
Leon Brown was a notable citizen of Winneshiek County and volunteered many years of 
service to the Winneshiek County Fair Board.  Because of his role in shaping the 
Winneshiek County Fair, the Winneshiek County Historic Preservation Commission 
sought to gather background information on his farm, which also served as a menagerie 
for a number of years.  As Leon Brown was a devoted, compassionate, and influential 
county citizen, it was decided by the Winneshiek County Historic Preservation 
Commission to document aspects of his life and the farm where he lived.  This 
investigation details the known biography of Leon Brown, the history of the farm, the 
standing extant architectural properties, and architectural resources that have been 
destroyed.  The current farmstead encompasses approximately 6 ha (14.8 ac).  There are 
few plans concerning this property.  However, the cement property markers were to be 
removed and relocated to the Winneshiek County fairgrounds.  The removal of the 
cement property markers was completed in early summer of 2015.  Branden K. Scott and 
Sheri Herold conducted this investigation on May 13, 2015. 
 
Records held at the Winneshiek County Historical Society, plat maps, historic aerial 
photographs, newspaper clippings, and county property data were used to outline the 
historic development of the property, devise a biography of Leon Brown, and obtain 
information on the menagerie.  According to these resources, Leon Brown was a semi-
professional entertainer, farmer, philanthropist, and menagerie operator.  The farm on 
which he resided was first erected in the 1880s, with most of the existing construction 
completed in the 1920s.  A few of the farm structures/buildings that resided on the 
property have been removed. 
 
Field methods consisted of locating and documenting extant structures/buildings and 
identifying those that have been razed.  Documentation consisted of photographing each 
resource, measuring footprints, and documenting architectural attributes.  These data 
were collected to provide a detailed description of the property.  The farmstead consists 
of six buildings (two barns, a machine shed, a chicken coop, a garage, and a hog finishing 
building), two structures (a privy and a wire grain bin), 10 objects (six corner posts, a 
fountain, a cistern, a well, and a water trough), and 14 sites (six building foundations, five 
grain bin foundations, a pump house/windmill, a ruinous barn, and a depression marking 
the former location of a building/structure).  Most of the buildings, structures, objects, 
and sites are building locations (extant and former) set on poured concrete foundations.  
Construction of most of these resources likely occurred during the 1920s.  One livestock 
barn and the house foundation were constructed earlier, most likely in the 1880s.  There 
is little evidence at the farm concerning its use as a menagerie, with most buildings and 
surrounding areas mostly associated with swine/cattle husbandry. 
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The property has been overshadowed by its use as a farm.  Most buildings/structures 
associated with the menagerie are typical farm buildings while others have been 
removed.  The farmstead appears not retain enough integrity as a menagerie to make it 
eligible for the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion A.  Leon Brown, 
while a wonderful individual of high character, is probably not a significant individual 
using National Register of Historic Places criteria, therefore, the property is 
recommended not eligible under Criterion B.  The buildings at the farmstead are typical 
of farmsteads across Iowa and they do not have notable architectural styles.  The 
farmstead is recommended not eligible under Criterion C.  The relocation of the cement 
property markers to the Winneshiek County fairgrounds seems an appropriate use for the 
objects because Leon Brown was an avid supporter of the county fair and their relocation 
to the fairgrounds provides a direct tie between him and his tenure as fair secretary.  
Their relocation and public display would highlight the contributions that Leon Brown 
made to Winneshiek County and his dedication to the county fair and would be a lasting 
memorial of his life. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 
 
This report presents the results of a surface and architectural investigation at the Leon 
Brown Farm (96-00761–96-00763) in Orleans Township, Winneshiek County, Iowa.  
This investigation was completed by Bear Creek Archeology, Inc. (BCA) of Cresco, 
Iowa at the request of the Winneshiek County Historic Preservation Commission of 
Decorah, Iowa.  This investigation was requested to document the known biography of 
Leon Brown, the history of the farm, the standing architectural properties, and 
architectural resources that have been removed.  The Winneshiek County Historic 
Preservation Commission recognized the contributions that Leon Brown made to the 
county fair and the county culture as a whole and decided that a brief biographical 
account and description of the farm on which he resided would add to the richness of 
documented Winneshiek County history.  The farm currently encompasses approximately 
6 ha (14.8 ac).  There are few plans concerning this property.  However, the cement 
property markers are to be removed and relocated to the Winneshiek County fairgrounds.  
The removal of the markers occurred in the early summer of 2015.  Branden K. Scott and 
Sheri Herold conducted this investigation on May 13, 2015. 
 
Background research utilized records held at the Winneshiek County Historical Society, 
plat maps, historic aerial photographs, newspaper clippings, and county property data.  
According to these resources, Leon Brown was a semi-professional entertainer, farmer, 
philanthropist, and menagerie operator.  The farm on which he resided was first erected 
in the 1880s, with most existing construction completed in the 1920s.  A few of the farm 
structures/buildings that resided on the property have been removed. 
 
Field methods consisted of locating and documenting extant structures/buildings and 
identifying those that have been razed.  Documentation consisted of photographing each 
resource, measuring the footprint, and documenting architectural attributes.  These data 
were collected so that a detailed description of the property could be made.  The 
farmstead consists of six buildings (two barns, a machine shed, a chicken coop, a garage, 
and a hog finishing building), two structures (a privy and a wire grain bin), 10 objects 
(six corner posts, a fountain, a cistern, a well, and a water trough), and 14 sites (six 
building foundations, five grain bin foundations, a pump house/windmill, a ruinous barn, 
and a depression marking the former location of a building/structure).  The former house 
is identified by one of the six building foundations and is one of two foundations on the 
property that is not composed solely of poured concrete.  Most of the buildings, 
structures, objects, and sites are building locations (extant and former) set on poured 
concrete foundations.  Construction of these resources likely occurred during the 1920s.  
One livestock barn and the house foundation were constructed earlier, most likely in the 
1880s.  There is little evidence at the farm regarding its use as a menagerie, with most 
buildings and surrounding areas showing an association to swine/cattle husbandry. 
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FARM LOCATION 
 
 
The Leon Brown Farm (96-00761) is located in the Iowan Surface physiographic region 
(Prior 1991; Figure 1) within the SE¼, SE¼, SE¼, the E½, SW¼, SE¼, SE¼, the SE¼, 
NW¼, SE¼, SE¼, and the SW¼, NE¼, SE¼, SE¼, Section 16, T99N, R10W, Orleans 
Township, Winneshiek County, Iowa (Figure 2).  The property is located at 3105 318th 
Avenue between Kendallville and Ridgeway.  The farm resides on upland landforms cut 
with minor upland drainages.  The farm encompasses approximately 6 ha (14.8 ac).  
Presently, the only plan concerning this property is the removal of concrete property 
markers that will be relocated to the Winneshiek County fairgrounds in Decorah.  

 
 

PROPERTY TYPES AND DEFINITIONS 
 
 
While the overarching purpose of this document is to provide a history of Leon Brown 
and his farm, there are standing structures and issues of historical significance that also 
need addressed.  This type of analysis is necessary if the farm on which he lived is 
subjected to future considerations for national recognition.  The National Register of 
Historic Places (NRHP) has assigned specific names to different types of properties 
(Andrus and Shrimpton 2002).  The NRHP does not recognize skilled or talented 
individuals or cultural events, but instead focuses on physical properties that are 
generally fixed in a location (with some exceptions such as ships and aircraft).  The 
properties defined below are those types acknowledged by the NRHP. 
 
Building.  A “building”, such as a house, barn, church, hotel, or similar construction, is 
created principally to shelter any form of human activity.  “Building” may also be used to 
refer to a historically and functionally related unit, such as a courthouse and jail, or a 
house and barn.  Buildings eligible for the NRHP must include all their basic structural 
elements.  Parts of buildings, such as interiors, facades, or wings, are not eligible 
independent of the rest of the existing building.  The whole building must be considered, 
and its significant features must be identified. 
 
Structure.  The term “structure” is used to distinguish from buildings and those functional 
constructions made usually for purposes other than creating human shelter.  Structures 
nominated to the NRHP must include all of the extant basic structural elements.  Parts of 
structures cannot be considered eligible if the whole structure remains extant.  Examples 
include aircraft, bandstands, ships, canals, corncribs, dams, earthworks, gazebos, 
highways, and silos. 
 
Object.  “Object” is used to distinguish from buildings and structures those constructions 
that are primarily artistic in nature or are relatively small in scale and simply constructed.  
Although it may be, by nature or design, movable, an object is associated with a specific 
setting or environment.  Small objects not designed for a specific location are normally 
not eligible.  Such works include transportable sculpture, furniture, and other decorative 
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arts that, unlike fixed outdoor sculpture, do not possess association with a specific place.  
Objects should be in a setting appropriate to their significant historic use, roles, or 
character.  Objects relocated to a museum are inappropriate for listing to the NRHP.  
Examples of objects include boundary markers, monuments, mileposts, fountains, and 
sculptures. 
 
Site.  A “site” is the location of a significant event, a prehistoric or historic occupation or 
activity, or a building or structure, whether standing, ruined, or vanished, where the 
location itself possesses historic, cultural, or archeological value regardless of the value 
of any existing structure.  Examples of sites include battlefields, campsites, cemeteries, 
designed landscapes, habitation locations, culturally significant natural features, rock 
carvings, building/structure ruins, shipwrecks, and trails. 
 
District.  A “district” possesses a significant concentration, linkage, or continuity of sites, 
buildings, structures, or objects united historically or aesthetically by plan or physical 
development.  The identity of a district results from the interrelationship of its resources, 
which can convey a visual sense of the overall historic environment or be an arrangement 
of historically or functionally related properties.  A district can also be a grouping of 
archeological sites related primarily by their common components.  A district can be 
considered eligible even if all of the components lack individual distinction provided the 
grouping achieved significance as a whole within its historic context.  A district can 
contain buildings, structures, sites, or objects that do not contribute to the significance of 
the district.  Examples of districts include groups of businesses, canal systems, 
collections of habitation sites, estates/farms, industrial complexes, rural villages, and 
residential areas. 
 
The NRHP has developed four criteria to determine if a property is significant and 
eligible for inclusion.  These four criteria are detailed below.  These criteria can be 
applied at the national, state, or local levels.  Generally, properties must be at least 50 
years old to be considered for the NRHP. 
 
Criterion A.  Associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the 
broad patterns of our history. 
 
Criterion B.  Associated with the lives of persons significant in our past. 
 
Criterion C.  Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of 
construction, or that represents the work of a master, or that possesses high artistic 
values, or that represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may 
lack individual distinction. 
 
Criterion D.  Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in prehistory 
or history. 
 
Each criterion has different standards to be considered when deciding to nominate a 
property to the NRHP and a thorough analysis of a given criterion is often warranted.  
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For instance, while a building might be associated with a significant individual it also has 
to convey a sense of time and place, that is, the significant individual would be able to 
recognize the property today.  Often, placing a property within a broader context will 
give perspective on its NRHP eligibility. 
 
It is not enough for a property to meet one of the above criteria to be listed to the NRHP.  
Property integrity must also be addressed.  Documentation of integrity should be 
thorough and not biased one way or the other.  It would be disingenuous to only point to 
the aspects that retain integrity and ignore those that do not (and vice versa).  There are 
seven aspects of integrity: location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and 
association.  All seven aspects of integrity must be addressed, however, not all aspects 
are considered equal, and must be weighed against why a property might be significant in 
the first place.  For instance, a deeply buried archeological site probably does not “feel” 
like a habitation location, but it still could be eligible under Criterion D.  Likewise, 
materials can be changed in buildings that are associated with general 
upkeep/maintenance as long as the changes are not significant enough to have changed 
other applicable aspects of integrity. 
 
Even though a property was the location of something locally special, like a menagerie, it 
does not necessarily mean that the property is significant under one of the NRHP 
criterion.  Properties that once were special can lack integrity, thus negating a property 
from NRHP listing.  This does not mean that a property should not receive some special 
attention.  For the current property, Criteria A and C will be considered.  Small, local 
menageries are rare.  In fact, only seven zoos/zoo-related structures are listed to the 
NRHP nationally.  Nearly all of these are associated with large city zoos.  The exception 
is the Trapper Nelson Zoo Historic District at Hobe Sound, Florida, which was a small 
private zoo occupying approximately 1 ha (2.5 ac; Richardson and Shiver 2006).  The 
absence of these property types could make the Leon Brown farm potentially eligible for 
the NRHP under Criteria A and C (if there are zoo/menagerie related structures).  The 
property should also be evaluated under Criterion C as a farmstead property.  Criterion B 
is likely not applicable in this case.  While Leon Brown seems to have been a nice, 
caring, compassionate, and eccentric individual, his creation of a menagerie and minor 
acts conducting ventriloquism and magic do not make him a historically significant 
individual nor has his contributions as county fair secretary.  Criterion D is generally 
used for archeological properties.  This farm will have archeological deposits, but these 
deposits have not been evaluated.  For Criterion D to be applicable, the property would 
have to yield significant information not available in the historic record.  The property 
will be evaluated for applicable NRHP criteria as part of this investigation, but this is not 
the sole focus.  The primary focus of this research is to gain insights into a 
farm/menagerie property that provided Winneshiek County residents with recreational 
opportunities for years and to detail the pertinent details of Leon Brown’s life. 
 
 
  



 5

ENVIRONMENTAL CONTEXT 
 
 
The farm is located in northeastern Iowa in the Iowan Surface physiographic region 
(Prior 1991; Figure 1).  The Iowan Surface is slightly inclined to gently rolling with long 
slopes, low topographic relief, and extended views to the horizon.  Iowan Surface 
hillslopes are gradually multi-leveled or stepped surfaces that progress outward to 
drainage divides (Prior 1991:68).  A well-defined valley edge is generally difficult to 
distinguish and the drainage networks are well established and have low topographic 
relief (Prior 1991:69).  This physiographic region experienced its last glaciation during 
the pre-Illinoian period and has since been subjected to episodes of weathering, soil 
development, loess deposition, and erosion.  The erosional surface complex advanced 
gradually from stream valleys to the adjacent interstream divides, leaving residual 
concentrations of coarse pebbles, clays, silts, and sands on each developing surface.  
Fluvial actions, slope wash, and wind deflation eroded these erosional deposits during the 
same period that loess was deposited on the landscape.  Thick loess accumulations occur 
on undisturbed topographic highs consisting of elongated ridges, isolated oblong hills 
(pahas), and interstream divides (Prior 1991). 
 
The information presented below was obtained from the Soil Survey of Winneshiek 
County, Iowa (Camp 2007) and the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS; 
2014).  Soils summarized in Table 1 are the types mapped by NRCS that might be 
encountered at the farm (Figure 3). 
 
Table 1.  Soil survey information (Camp 2007; NRCS 2014) 

 
Symbol 

 
Series 

Member/ 
Landform 

 
Description 

444B Jacwin loam,  
0–2% slopes 

Bench Nearly level, somewhat poorly drained on treads of 
structural benches; formed in loamy sediments over 
weathered shale; native vegetation was tall prairie 
grasses.  Typical profile: Ap-A-Bw-Bk-2BCk-2Cr. 

    

512C2 Marlean loam,  
5–9% slopes, 

moderately eroded 

Upland Moderately sloping, well drained on upland shoulders and 
sideslopes; formed in loamy sediments over loamy 
material weathered from limestone; native vegetation was 
tall prairie grasses.  Typical profile: Ap-A-Bw-2C. 

    

814B Rockton loam,  
2–5% slopes 

Upland Gently sloping, well drained on upland summits; formed 
in loamy sediments over clayey residuum over limestone 
or dolomite; native vegetation was tall prairie grasses.  
Typical profile: Ap-A-Bt1-Bt2-2Bt3-3R. 

    

914B Winneshiek loam, 
2–5% slopes 

Upland Gently sloping, well drained on upland summits; formed 
in loamy sediments over clayey residuum over limestone 
or dolomite; native vegetation was tall prairie grasses and 
deciduous trees.  Typical profile: Ap-E-BE-Bt1-2Bt2-3R. 

    

1489B Lawson-Ossian 
complex,  

0–4% slopes 

Camp Creek, 
Roberts 
Creek, 
Gunder 

Nearly level to gently sloping, somewhat poorly drained 
in upland drainageways; formed in alluvium under 
deciduous trees, tall prairie grasses, forms, and water-
tolerant grasses.  Typical profiles: Lawson: Ap-A1-A2-
A3-A4-Cg1-Cg2, Ossian: Ap-A-AB-Bg1-Bg2-Bg3-BCg. 
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Soil survey information indicates that the farm resides principally on relatively flat 
upland landforms that are cut by an upland drainage.  What is documented as a bench is 
probably a continuation of the upland landform.  The topographic map depicts the 
farmstead on upland landforms cut by an intermittent stream (Figure 2).  The intermittent 
stream flows north for .6 km (.4 mi) and drains into Silver Creek.  Silver Creek flows 
north-northeast to the Upper Iowa River, meeting its confluence east of Kendallville.  
The highest elevation at the farm is 364.2 m (1,195 ft) and the lowest elevation is 326.1 
(1,070 ft) above the National Geodetic Vertical Datum.  The lidar image shows the farm 
on a relatively flat upland landform cut by a small intermittent stream/upland drainage 
(Figure 4).  Alluvial landforms would be confined to upland drainages at the farm. 
 
 

LEON BROWN 
 
 

Leon Brown’s grandparents, Louis R. and Sarah L. Brown, arrived in Winneshiek County 
in 1860 (Winneshiek County Historical Society Archives, Decorah, Iowa 2015).  Leon 
Brown was born to H. C. Brown (a.k.a. Fred Brown) and Minnie Stockman on May 2, 
1895 on the family farm (Times Plains Dealer 1990).  Leon lived most of his life on the 
family farm, went to school in Winneshiek County, and attended Upper Iowa University.  
He lived with his parents and eventually took over farm operations. 
 
Leon spent part of his time as a traveling entertainer in the vaudeville style.  In addition 
to being a farmer, Leon was an actor, businessman, ventriloquist, magician, unicycle 
rider, and juggler (Hart 1978).  His acts were generally to a local audience, with common 
shows at the Decorah Elks Club, local schools, and fairs.  He also performed with a troop 
that traveled the Midwest.  The entertainment troop included an orchestra, chorus girls, 
and other acts (Hart 1978).  Leon’s acts involved riding a unicycle, performing magic 
(Figure 5), and ventriloquism (Figure 6).  Leon also performed at the WHO Barn Dance 
show in Des Moines.  His ventriloquist dummy, Jerry, was carved by Theodore Mack of 
Chicago, who also carved Charlie McCarthy, the ventriloquist dummy used by the 
incomparable Edgar Bergen (unknown newspaper article “Old Dummies Never Die”, 
Winneshiek County Historical Society 1975; W476-18-35).  “Jerry” was sold to Grover 
Ruwe at the 1975 Winneshiek County fair so that the dummy could continue its career.  
“Jerry” was renamed “Leon Mack Brown” in honor of his original owner. 
 
Leon was also a member of the Elks Lodge, Showman’s League of America, and Cresco 
Congregational Church (Times Plains Dealer 1990).  He was the secretary for the 
Winneshiek County fair for a number of years (26 years according to the Times Plains 
Dealer 1990; from 1940–1964 according to Lorentzen 2014).  His contributions to the 
county fair and his contacts with entertainers led to his being named to the Association of 
Iowa Fairs Hall of Fame posthumously in 1991 (Figure 7).  Leon took up woodworking 
in his basement after retiring from the fair and closing the menagerie (Hart 1978).  Leon 
died January 8, 1990. 
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LEON BROWN’S MENAGERIE 
 
 

Leon Brown always had an affinity for animals, particularly animals that other people 
would generally not regard as pets.  Leon considered exotic pets a hobby, a hobby that 
started when he was a boy after he tamed a raccoon (Iowa Farm Bureau Spokesman 
1954).  He then moved on to raise a bear cub, which he sold for $50 when it became too 
large and aggressive (Iowa Farm Bureau Spokesman 1954).  In the 1940s, Leon had a 
pen with a wolf and four fox (Ahern 1942).  He also donated three Japanese deer to the 
Mayo Park in Rochester, Minnesota, in thanks for the care the hospital gave his father 
(Ahern 1942).  The menagerie was a happenstance of Leon’s hobby of animal husbandry.  
The beginnings of his menagerie began with a few head of deer that he received from the 
Minnesota Conservation Department (Dubuque Telegraph Herald 1949; Hart 1978).  The 
hobby expanded and Mr. Brown began raising exotic deer, some of which he shipped to 
zoos, parks, and collectors across the United States (Hart 1978).  According to Mr. 
Brown, “People used to come out here and park along the roads and look in, not wanting 
to come in because it was private property” (Cedar Rapids Gazette 1955).  Mr. Brown 
opened his farm to the public so that people could enjoy the results of his hobby. 
 
The “Brown Zoo” opened to the public on Sunday, May 15, 1955 (Shane 1955).  
According to the Decorah Journal (1955a), there were 700 visitors on the first day, with 
the first arriving at 8:00 a.m. and the last arriving after dark.  Even on the first day, Leon 
Brown donated all of the proceeds (just over $100) from the menagerie to the Winneshiek 
County Society for Crippled Children and Adults (Decorah Journal 1955a).  In his own 
words, “But I didn’t collect these birds and animals to make money so I decided to open 
up and give the proceeds to Winneshiek County Society for Crippled Children and 
Adults” (Cedar Rapids Gazette 1955).  He continued to donate all of the proceeds to 
charity throughout the operation of the menagerie (Figure 8).  No formal admission price 
was ever charged and the menagerie had no set hours of operation.  The menagerie 
contained a number of animals throughout its years of operation and supposedly became 
the largest privately owned menagerie in Iowa, drawing crowds of 300–400 people on 
some Sundays (Decorah Journal 1955b; Iowa Farm Bureau Spokesman 1954; Shane 
1955).  Many animals lived at the property during its operation.  These animals included 
wild boars, elk, South African wild sheep, monkeys, chimpanzees, Brahma cattle, 
Japanese deer, Australian deer, flamingos, macaws, pheasants, emus, alligators, buffalo, 
Black Fallow deer, Northern deer, and parrots (Shane 1955; Strandberg 1990; Figures 9–
12).  Domesticated rabbits hopped across the open lawn and there was a peacock 
enclosure on the side of the house, allowing visitors opportunities for animal interaction 
(Dubuque Telegraph Herald 1949; Shane 1955). 
 
Of particular note were Mr. Brown’s primates.  In 1949, he had a spider monkey named 
Chico that he often dressed in a suit (Dubuque Telegraph Herald 1949).  In 1954, he had 
two Spider Monkeys named Jimmie and Willie (Figures 13 and 14).  He also had a 
Weeping Capuchin Monkey (Figure 15; monkey identifications courtesy of Dr. Jill 
Pruetz, primatologist).  At some point, he also had a young gorilla (Figure 16).  Of all of 
the primates at the menagerie, one stands out.  Leon acquired a baby chimpanzee that he 
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named Mugs (Hart 1978; Figures 17–19).  Mugs lived in Leon’s house, had his own 
table, and ate dinner from his own dishes.  Mugs was trained to ride a bicycle and he 
became part of a show that was put on at the menagerie.  As with all chimpanzees, they 
grow older and less tame, and Mugs had to be transferred to a larger zoo. 
 
It is unclear when the menagerie officially closed, but the reason is clear.  The menagerie 
became too much of an insurance liability and Leon worried that some of the animals 
might bite or injure guests.  No local company would insure the menagerie and the only 
company that handled such policies was Lloyd’s of London, an inconvenient and costly 
insurance carrier (Hart 1978).  The menagerie was certainly closed by 1978. 
 
Historic photographs of the property depict the animals, visitors at the menagerie, and 
some aspects of property layout.  Historic photographs indicate that the fountain once 
contained statues of a variety of animals (Figure 20).  Additionally, the main entrance had 
two pillars at the front with elephants on top and a sign that said “MAIN ENTRANCE” 
that are no longer of the property (Figure 21).  Large fences partitioned off animal areas 
and these fences are mostly gone (Figure 11).  Cages once resided atop concrete 
foundations with signs identifying animals in the enclosures (Figure 10).  Without 
question, this property looked like a small menagerie when it was in operation. 

 
 

HISTORIC MAPS, AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHS, AND ASSESSOR DATA 
 
 
A historical General Land Office (GLO) map (1854; Figure 22) was used to document 
early historic features and stream locations at the farmstead.  The GLO depicts no historic 
structures at this farm.  Four historical plat maps were used to identify documented 
structures (Anderson and Goodwin 1905; Andreas 1875; Warner and Foote 1886; Webb 
Publishing Company 1915; Figures 23–26).  The Andreas (1875) map depicts no 
structures at the farm.  The Warner and Foote (1886) map depicts a structure at this 
property.  A possible historic structure location is noted on the Anderson and Goodwin 
(1905) map in the southeastern part of the property.  This structure location is replicated 
on the Webb Publishing Company (1915) map.  The maps from 1886, 1905, and 1915 
depict the farm much larger than is currently expressed by property records.  In 1886 and 
1905, the farm occupied the entire east half of Section 16 (Figures 24 and 25).  In 1915, 
the farm was expanded and included the east half as well as the northwest quarter of 
Section 16 (Figure 26).  At its peak, the Brown’s farmed approximately 182.1 ha (450 
ac). 
 
Aerial photographs from 1940, 1952, 1964, 1971, 1983, 1994, 2002, and 2004–2013 
were used to identify historic structure locations at the farm (Figures 27–42).  The 
photograph from 1940 depicts a house, three barns, the machine shed, two garages, three 
structures that are no longer extant, and possibly a chicken coop (Figure 27).  In 1954, the 
same structures generally appear, but one of the structures in the western portion of the 
farmstead had been removed (Figure 28).  The same pattern is present in 1964 (Figure 
29).  In 1971, one of the grain bins in the western portion of the property appears to have 
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been removed (Figure 30).  This general layout of structures remains unchanged between 
1983 and 1994 (Figures 31 and 32).  By 2002, one shed in the southern part of the 
property had been removed (Figure 33).  Few changes were made to the property from 
2002 through 2013, with the exception of possible grain bin removal.  Within the last 
couple of years, the house on the property succumbed to fire and was destroyed. 
 
Winneshiek County Assessor (2015) data was accessed to determine the ages and types 
of historic buildings/structures at the farm.  Assessor information is summarized in the 
table below.  It should be noted that Winneshiek County Assessor data is occasionally 
wrong.  The Assessor map of the property is presented as Figure 43. 
 
Table 2.  Summary of Winneshiek County Assessor data 

Plot # Type Width Length Square Feet Year Built 
AG1 Barn - Flat 54 84 4,536 1920 

      

AG3 Barn - Feed and Livestock 32 60 1,920 1920 
      

AG4 Machine or Utility Building 30 60 1,800 1920 
      

AG5 Swine Finish and Farrow (Old Style) 20 40 800 1920 
      

AG8 Swine Finish and Farrow (Old Style) 16 30 480 1920 
      

AG9 Poultry House 16 20 320 2003 
      

Yard extra 1 Shed N/A N/A 288 1920 
      

Yard extra 2 Garage N/A N/A 400 1920 
 
This farmstead has been around since at least 1886, suggesting that some buildings might 
predate 1920.  This is particularly true for AG3, the feed and livestock barn.  As will be 
demonstrated below, this barn likely has a construction date in the 1880s.  Building AG8, 
the swine finish and farrow building, is probably plotted in the wrong location on the 
assessor map, as this structure had very small openings that would allow chickens to exit, 
but not swine.  No building was identified at AG9, the poultry house, as indicated on the 
assessor map.  Assessor data documents standing buildings, taxable buildings, not all 
potential historic resources that might occur on a given property. 
 
 

POTENTIAL FOR PREHISTORIC ARCHEOLOGICAL SITES 
 
 

The area surrounding the Leon Brown farm has received little archeological survey and 
there are no known sites within a 1.6 km (1 mi) radius.  The farm resides along an 
intermittent stream that feeds Silver Creek.  Silver Creek is a perennial stream that feeds 
the Upper Iowa River.  The farm location is unlikely to produce large prehistoric 
settlements.  However, it is in a location that could produce small prehistoric sites such as 
bivouacs and resource procurement locations.  Overall, there is moderate potential for 
encountering prehistoric archeological sites.  Greater potential exists for these resources 
further north where the intermittent stream has a confluence with Silver Creek. 
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FIELD INVESTIGATION RESULTS 
 
 
This section is organized according to resource type at the farmstead (buildings, 
structures, objects, and sites).  The combination of all of these individual properties 
makes up the farmstead district (Figures 44 and 45).  Iowa site inventory numbers were 
assigned to the standing barns on the property as well as the farmstead as a whole.  
Inventory numbers were assigned based on recommendations of Don Hirt at the Iowa 
State Historic Preservation Office and the completed forms are available in Appendix A. 
 
Buildings 
 
The farm contains six standing buildings.  From east to west, the first building 
encountered is a garage/carriage house (Figures 44, 46, and 47).  This garage is located at 
NAD83, Zone 15, Easting: 578,664.7, Northing: 4,804,163.0.  The garage measures 6.2 
m (20.3 ft; east to west) by 6.1 m (20 ft; north to south).  The garage has two stalls, set in 
a side-opening carriage house style.  The garage was constructed using 2 x 4”s set 24” on 
center.  The building is sided with mixed vertical wood lapboard and sheet metal.  The 
roof is steel.  There is a small loft over the east half of the garage.  The east and west 
sides have four light, single pane windows.  It resides on a poured concrete foundation.  
The single-gable roof is covered with sheet metal.  This garage was likely constructed in 
the 1920s. 
 
A hog finishing building is present north and slightly west of the garage (Figures 44, 48, 
and 49).  This building is positioned at NAD83, Zone 15, Easting: 578,652.0, Northing: 
4,804,185.7.  The building measures 7.4 m (24.3 ft) north to south and 12.3 m (40.4 ft) 
east to west.  The building rests upon a poured concrete foundation.  The foundation 
supports the 2 x 4” balloon frame covered with lapboard siding.  The single-gable roof is 
covered with sheet metal.  There are five small doors on the south side and one small 
door on the east side that allowed swine to enter/exit the building.  This building was 
likely constructed in the 1920s. 
 
Southwest of the hog finishing building is a three-portal barn (96-00762; Figures 44 and 
50–52).  The barn is located at NAD83, Zone 15, Easting: 578,628.3, Northing: 
4,804,158.9.  The barn measures 15.9 m (52.2 ft) east to west and 25.8 m (84.6 ft) north 
to south.  The east and west portals consist of individual livestock pens.  The central area 
consists of additional livestock pens and work areas.  The barn was constructed using 
balloon framing covered with wood siding.  The front-gable roof is covered with steel.  
The east wall has partially collapsed.  Roof joists are tied with collar beams.  The barn 
rests atop a poured concrete foundation.  This barn was likely constructed in the 1920s. 
 
Another barn is positioned immediately south of barn 96-00762.  The southern barn was 
assigned inventory number 96-00763 (Figures 44 and 53–55).  This barn is located at 
NAD83, Zone 15, Easting: 578,621.9, Northing: 4,804,124.0.  This three-portal barn 
measures 18.9 m (62 ft) east to west by 9.3 m (30.5 ft) north to south.  This barn was built 
with hewn timbers.  The framing is covered with wood siding.  Framing is tied with 
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square and round nails.  The interior of this barn gives the appearance that it was used for 
larger livestock, such as horses and cattle.  The barn rests on a limestone foundation that 
has been patched with concrete.  The single-gable roof was constructed with widely 
spaced roof joists tied with collar beams.  Given the foundation, type of wood used, and 
the presence of square nails, this barn probably dates to the 1880s.  This barn appears to 
be associated with the original farmstead that resided at this location. 
 
A machine shed is present west of the barns (Figures 44 and 56).  The machine shed is 
located at NAD83, Zone 15, Easting: 578,602.3, Northing: 4,804,127.3.  The machine 
shed rests on a poured concrete foundation.  The interior framing was constructed using 2 
x 4”s set 32” on center.  The building is covered with wood siding.  The single-gable roof 
is covered with steel.  The machine shed measures 9.8 m (32.2 ft) east to west by 18.3 m 
(60 ft) north to south.  This building is present on the 1940 aerial photograph and was 
likely constructed in the 1920s or 1930s. 
 
A chicken coop is present in the southern part of the property (Figures 44, 57, and 58).  
The chicken coop is located at NAD83, Zone 15, Easting: 578,616.7, Northing: 
4,804,102.2.  The chicken coop measures 11.7 m (38.4 ft) east to west by 5.9 m (19.4 ft) 
north to south and rests on a poured concrete foundation.  The building has a side-gable 
roof covered with steel.  The balloon framing is covered with wood siding.  There is a 
poultry access door on the north side and ventilation windows are present on the south 
side.  County assessor data suggest that this building was constructed in either 1920 or 
2003.  This building is present on aerial photographs from 1940 onward; therefore, a 
1920s date for construction is reasonable. 
 
Structures 
 
There are two standing structures on the property.  The first is a privy that resides behind 
the garage (Figures 44 and 59).  The privy is located at NAD83, Zone 15, Easting: 
578,663.2, Northing: 4,804,167.3.  The privy measures 1.8 m (5.9 ft; east to west) by 1.9 
m (6.2 ft; north to south).  The privy was constructed using 2 x 4” wood framing tied 
together with wood siding.  The roof is a single gable covered with sheet metal.  The 
privy rests atop a poured concrete foundation/basin.  This structure was likely constructed 
post-1920.  It is difficult to assign this structure a particular date or range because it is 
small and difficult to make out on aerial photographs.  The privy is certainly at this 
location by 1994. 
 
A wire grain bin is present in the western portion of the property (Figure 44).  The wire 
bin is collapsed.  It resides on a poured concrete foundation with a 5 m (16.4 ft) diameter.  
This bin is located at NAD83; Zone 15; Easting: 578,591.4; Northing: 4,804,132.5.  This 
bin was erected between 1994 and 2002. 
 
Objects 
 
The farm has 10 objects.  Six of these objects are property markers.  The property 
markers are located at six locations around the east and south sides of the farm.  Two of 
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these markers are present at each of the two driveway entrances.  The other two mark 
corners (Figures 44 and 60).  The markers are constructed from poured concrete.  The 
design of all the markers is consistent, a concrete globe atop a rectangular prism base.  
The markers measure .8 m (2.6 ft) on all four sides and are 1.7 m (5.6 ft) high.  The GPS 
coordinates of each marker are presented below.  These markers were probably installed 
at the same time as the fountain.  This period would correspond to the property’s use as a 
menagerie (ca. 1950s).  Four of the markers were removed for relocation to the 
Winneshiek County fairgrounds in the early summer of 2015 (Decorah Journal 2015). 
 
Table 3.  Property marker locations 
NAD Zone Easting Northing 

83 15 578,664.1 4,804,069.3 
    

83 15 578,669.2 4,804,069.4 
    

83 15 578,697.3 4,804,073.2 
    

83 15 578,694.8 4,804,129.2 
    

83 15 578,694.6 4,804,139.7 
    

83 15 578,697.2 4,804,169.3 
 
A poured concrete fountain is located in the eastern part of the property (Figures 44 and 
61).  The base of this fountain measures 3.9 m (12.8 ft) in diameter.  Historic photographs 
indicate that this fountain was known as the “Eagle Fountain” because of the large 
concrete eagle that sat at the pinnacle (Figure 20).  The fountain also had bear, swan, and 
flamingo statues (Figure 20).  This fountain was likely installed in the 1950s, probably 
between 1952 (potential absence from aerial photographs) and 1955. 
 
A well was observed in the northern part of the property between the garage and the hog 
finishing building (Figures 44 and 62).  This well is slightly different from general 
vertical standpipe wells.  The well is noted by a concrete cap.  The well cap measures 
approximately 1 m (3.3 ft) in diameter.  This well is located at NAD83, Zone 15, Easting: 
578,653.1, Northing: 4,804,175.8.   
 
A poured concrete water trough is located near the center of the farmstead between the 
two standing barns (Figures 44 and 63).  This object is located at NAD83, Zone 15, 
Easting: 578,633.2, Northing: 4,804,135.7.  The water trough measures 8.5 m (27.9 ft) 
north to south and 4.3 m (14.1 ft) east to west.  It is unclear when this water trough was 
constructed. 
 
A cistern was noted at the former house location (Figure 44).  This cistern was positioned 
underneath a house addition, indicating that the house was built over it.  The cistern is 
located at approximately NAD83, Zone 15, Easting: 578,660.5, Northing: 4,804,114.  
This brick-lined cistern has a diameter of approximately 1 m (3.3 ft) and it is 
approximately 3.7 m (12 ft) deep.  The cistern is associated with the original 1880s 
house. 
 
  



 13

Sites 
 
The farmstead includes 14 features that are considered sites.  Sites include poured 
concrete grain bin pads/foundation, poured concrete foundations, a depression at a former 
building/structure location, the foundation for a pump house, the house foundation, and a 
dilapidated barn. 
 
The house on this property has burned to the ground and much of the building material 
removed.  All that remains of the house is the foundation (Figures 44, 64, and 65).  The 
house was irregularly shaped with multiple additions.  The house was located at NAD83, 
Zone 15, Easting: 578,664.5, Northing: 4,804,116.2.  The foundation measures a 
maximum of 15.6 m (51.2 ft; east to west) by 14.9 m (48.9 ft; north to south).  The 
southeast part of the house was the oldest part of the building based on the foundation.  
The foundation in this area was constructed using limestone.  Additions to the original 
building led to foundation changes.  Later foundation additions were constructed using 
brick and concrete.  The northwestern portion of the house site does not have an 
excavated foundation.  Instead, the northwestern portion of the former house location 
consists of a poured concrete pad.  Framing materials that were left at the site indicate a 
mixture of round and square nails indicative of multiple construction episodes.  A 
photograph of the house prior to demolition can offer insights into the design of this 
former house.  The photograph depicts a front and side gable house with the front 
oriented to the east (Figure 66).  The house was 1½ story with double hung windows and 
a picture window on the first floor of the east side.  An addition to the northwest had a 
single gable.  While a second floor was present in the addition, the roof elevation was 
slightly lower than the older part of the building.  Fenestration generally allowed light 
through two windows in each room.  There was limited cross lighting (light coming in 
from multiple sides) due to constraints caused by the roof form.  Builders added an 
entrance to the basement on the north side.  A covered porch was present on the northeast 
corner of the home. 
 
One barn has fallen down and is considered a site (Figures 44, 67, and 68).  The former 
barn is located at NAD83, Zone 15, Easting: 578,605.9, Northing: 4,804,155.0.  This 
building was a three-portal barn with a gable roof.  The gable roof was covered with 
steel.  The barn sat atop a poured concrete foundation.  The barn was built using wood 
balloon framing.  The width of the barn was 18 m (59.1 ft; east to west).  The length of 
the barn could not be measured with a tape measure.  Aerial photographs indicate that the 
barn had a length of about 18.6 m (61 ft; north to south). 
 
A foundation for a pump house/windmill is present north of the former house location 
(Figures 44 and 69).  The steel framing of the windmill is still present.  The pump house, 
however, was consumed by fire.  A picture of the building right after the fire shows a 
small single gable shed at this location (Figure 66).  The foundation of the pump house 
measured approximately 2.5 m (8.2 ft) square. 
 
The farmstead has five grain bin foundations/pads (Figures 44 and 70).  Each of these 
was formed using poured concrete and has a 5 m (16.4 ft) diameter.  One of these 
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foundations is octagonal while the others are round.  Bin foundation locations are detailed 
below. 
 
Table 4.  Grain bin foundation locations 
NAD Zone Easting Northing 

83 15 578,655.7 4,804169.6 
    

83 15 578,651.6 4,804,173.5 
    

83 15 578,577.3 4,804,133.3 
    

83 15 578,569.4 4,804,144.9 
    

83 15 578,554.2 4,804,171.0 
 
There are five poured concrete foundations associated with outbuildings and garages.  
These sites are described further below. 
 
Table 5.  Poured concrete foundation locations and inferred functions 

Potential 
function 

 
NAD 

 
Zone 

 
Easting 

 
Northing 

Dimensions 
N/S (m) 

Dimensions 
E/W (m) 

Outbuilding 83 15 578,676.1 4,804,168.5 2.5 3.1 
       

Outbuilding 83 15 578,673.6 4,804,168.7 3.0 1.3 
       

Outbuilding 83 15 578,641.0 4,804,186.3 7.3 2.2 
       

Outbuilding 83 15 578,626.9 4,804,103.0 9.8 4.2 
       

Garage 83 15 578,661.6 4,804,127.5 3.7 7.4 
 
A depression associated with a former building/structure is present in the northwest part 
of the farmstead (Figure 71).  A building is depicted at this location in 1964 and is gone 
by 1971.  The depression measures approximately 8 m (26.2 ft) in diameter and is 
roughly circular.  This location contained a small outbuilding. 
 
 

FARM HISTORIC INTEGRITY AND NRHP ELIGIBILITY 
 
 
The two criteria for NRHP eligibility consideration that are applicable to this property are 
Criteria A and C.  Criterion A is being considered due to the property’s relationship to a 
small-scale, rural menagerie.  It is not being considered for the property’s use as a farm 
because these types of resources are very common across the landscape.  As a menagerie, 
there are certain integrity considerations that stand out more than others do.  These 
integrity considerations include design, feeling, and association.  These three 
considerations are given more weight than location, setting, materials, and workmanship.  
Criterion C is being considered because the resources at the farm might have some 
architectural significance.  Aspects of integrity that will receive greater weight for 
Criterion C are design, materials, and workmanship.  However, as a farm, the buildings 
have to be representative of a style uncommon to farmsteads or are an excellent example 
of farmstead architecture to make the property eligible for the NRHP under Criterion C. 
 



 15

The location of the property has not changed.  Therefore, the farm retains its location 
integrity. 
 
The design of this property is complex.  The only building remaining from the original 
farmstead is a barn.  The house has been destroyed.  Therefore, the design does not match 
the original 1880s layout.  As a farm from the early to mid-twentieth century, the design 
has not changed significantly.  The farm buildings are oriented in the same direction and 
the buildings/structures have about the same appearance as they did when constructed.  
The major detractions from the twentieth century farmstead design are the lack of a house 
and the roofs being covered with sheet metal.  If viewing the property as a twentieth 
century farm, the property retains its design integrity.  While the farm buildings were 
present during the property’s use as a menagerie, there are some differences.  The 
menagerie would have had a layout allowing for groups of people to move freely through 
animal display areas.  These display areas are gone.  No small cages or animal pens are 
present on the property.  The cement pillars are present around the property and these 
would have given the farm more of a “zoo” feel.  The fountain was also a significant 
aspect of the menagerie design.  However, the statues that were present within the 
fountain have disappeared.  As a menagerie, the property does not retain its design 
integrity. 
 
While the farm resides in the same location, the setting has slightly changed.  The rural 
landscape surrounding the property remains the same.  The farm is surrounded by farm 
fields.  Additionally, pastures have remained in the same locations.  What differs, 
however, is the removal of buildings and structures that have affected the local farmstead 
setting.  The farm no longer has a house and small animal enclosures/pens that would 
have created a menagerie setting at the property.  The setting for its use as a farm has 
altered minimally.  With the exception of house removal, the property does retain a farm 
setting.  Overall, the property retains its setting integrity. 
 
Materials associated with the initial farm occupation are few.  Materials associated with 
the farm as it was in the twentieth century are plentiful.  There have been few changes to 
the property during the twentieth century meaning that the buildings are about the same 
as when they were originally built.  Nearly every extant building/structure has a poured 
concrete foundation and wood framing.  The roofs have been updated with steel.  The 
farm retains its materials integrity.  When considering the property as a menagerie, 
materials integrity is mixed.  The farm buildings were utilized for the menagerie and they 
have materials integrity.  However, many of the fences and menagerie-related structures 
are now absent. 
 
The buildings and structures at the farm are typical of the 1920s and later construction 
and they have been minimally altered (the exception being the steel roofs).  The house is 
no longer available to consider for workmanship.  The extant buildings/structures retain 
their workmanship integrity. 
 
The property feels like a farmstead, even without the house.  As a farm, it retains its 
feeling integrity.  The property, however, does not feel like a menagerie.  Upon arrival 
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and even after walking around the property it would be unclear that this property was a 
menagerie without having previous knowledge of the property’s history.  As a menagerie, 
the property does not retain its feeling integrity. 
 
This property retains its association with a farm, but farm operations are generally not a 
significant historic context.  There are no buildings/structures directly related to the 
menagerie function.  All of the buildings/structures were utilized for farm activities after 
the property’s use as a menagerie.  Essentially, there is little about the property that has a 
direct link to exotic animal displays.  Therefore, this property has little association 
integrity as it concerns the menagerie. 
 
This farm is not a significant property as it concerns regional agriculture.  The 
significance to broader patterns of history would be derived due to its use as a small, rural 
menagerie.  While the location is good, design, materials, feeling, and association lack 
integrity.  Most importantly, design, feeling, and association lack integrity.  This property 
does not have a menagerie layout, it does not feel like a menagerie, and aspects of the 
property that would provide direct correlation to menagerie use have been removed or are 
masked by farm functions.  The Leon Brown Farm is recommended not eligible for the 
NRHP under Criterion A. 
 
The buildings and structures at the Leon Brown Farm are typical of buildings built during 
the late 1800s and 1920s.  These types of buildings are extremely common and there is 
nothing notable about the architecture even though most of the buildings meet integrity 
requirements.  The Leon Brown Farm and its associated buildings is recommended not 
eligible for the NRHP under Criterion C 
 
 

RECOMMENDATIONS AND CONCLUSIONS 
 
 
This report presented the results of a surface and architectural investigation conducted by 
BCA at the Leon Brown Farm (96-00761–96-00763) in Orleans Township, Winneshiek 
County, Iowa, for the Winneshiek Historic Preservation Commission.  This investigation 
was requested to document the known biography of Leon Brown, the history of the farm, 
the standing architectural properties, and architectural resources that have been removed.  
Leon Brown was a notable citizen of Winneshiek County and volunteered many years of 
service to the Winneshiek County Fair Board.  Because of his role in shaping the 
Winneshiek County Fair, the Winneshiek County Historic Preservation Commission 
sought to gather background information on his farm, which also served as a menagerie 
for a number of years.  As Leon Brown was a devoted, compassionate, and influential 
county citizen, it was decided by the Winneshiek County Historic Preservation 
Commission to document aspects of his life and the farm where he lived.  The current 
farmstead encompasses approximately 6 ha (14.8 ac).  It is planned that cement property 
markers at the farmstead are to be removed and relocated to the Winneshiek County 
fairgrounds, a task that began in early summer of 2015. 
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Information contained in this report was obtained from records held at the Winneshiek 
County Historical Society, plat maps, historic aerial photographs, newspaper clippings, 
county property records, and a reconnaissance survey of the farmstead.  According to 
these resources, Leon Brown was a semi-professional entertainer, farmer, philanthropist, 
and menagerie operator.  The farm on which he resided was first erected in the 1880s, 
with most existing construction completed in the 1920s.  A few of the farm structures/ 
buildings that resided on the property have been destroyed. 
 
Field methods consisted of locating and documenting extant structures/buildings and 
identifying those that have been razed.  Documentation consisted of photographing each 
resource, measuring footprints, and documenting architectural attributes.  These data 
were collected so that a detailed description of the property could be made.  Presently, the 
farmstead consists of six buildings (two barns, a machine shed, a chicken coop, a garage, 
and a hog finishing building), two structures (a privy and a wire grain bin), 10 objects 
(six corner posts, a fountain, a cistern, a well, and a water trough), and 14 sites (six 
building foundations, five grain bin foundations, a pump house/windmill, a ruinous barn, 
and a depression marking the former location of a building/structure).  Most of the 
buildings, structures, objects, and sites are building locations (extant and former) set on 
poured concrete foundations.  Construction of these resources likely occurred during the 
1920s.  One livestock barn and the house foundation were constructed earlier, most likely 
in the 1880s.  There is little evidence at the farm of its use as a menagerie, with most 
buildings and surrounding areas showing mostly swine/cattle husbandry. 

 
Leon Brown appears to have been a kind-hearted individual with an overwhelming love 
for animals.  The menagerie was a hobby, and when he noticed the gawkers at his gates, 
he opened them, took donations, and sent the collected money to care for those in need.  
He was a selfless man that sought to provide joy for others and strengthen community 
bonds in Winneshiek County.  His character is shown through his menagerie operation, 
his performances, and his tenure as Secretary of the Winneshiek County Fair Board.  
While a local philanthropist and nice individual, he would not be considered a significant 
historical individual as concerns the NRHP.  The remains of Leon Brown’s legacy are a 
few buildings at a rural farmstead.  There are few indications that this property was used 
as a menagerie.  Instead, most of the buildings appear to be associated with typical farm 
operations, even though many of the buildings housed exotic animals.  The property has 
lost much of its sense of being a menagerie, the associated buildings are typical of 
farmsteads throughout Iowa, and they are not architecturally notable.  This likely 
disqualifies the property from listing the NRHP under Criteria A and C.  The property 
was certainly worthy of documentation and the resulting story is a curiosity in the annals 
of Winneshiek County history.  The relocation of the cement markers from his farm to 
the Winneshiek County fairgrounds seems fitting because of his contributions and 
lifelong dedication to making the fair an enjoyable experience for all.  Moving the 
markers to the county fairgrounds is an excellent way of memorializing Leon Brown’s 
contributions to the fair and Winneshiek County life, particularly since the farm itself is 
not historically significant.   
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Figure 1.  Physiographic location of the Leon Brown Farm (adapted from Prior [1991:31]).
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Figure 2.  Topographic coverage of the Leon Brown Farm.
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Figure 3.  Soil map of the Leon Brown Farm (NRCS 2014).
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Figure 4.  Lidar image of the Leon Brown Farm.
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Figure 5.  Undated photograph of Leon Brown performing magic tricks.
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Figure 6.  Undated photograph of Leon Brown with ventriloquist dummies.
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Figure 7.  Leon Brown's 1991 Association of Iowa Fairs Hall of Fame plaque.
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Figure 8.  Thank-you letter from the Winneshiek County Society for Crippled Children and Adults.
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Figure 9.  Cow and buffalo at the Leon Brown Farm.
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Figure 10.  Children with pheasants at the Leon Brown Farm.
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Figure 11.  Deer at the Leon Brown Farm.
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Figure 12.  Visitors observing South African wild sheep at the Leon Brown Farm.
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Figure 13.  Children with Spider Monkey at the Leon Brown Farm.
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Figure 14.  Leon Brown and children with Spider Monkey at the Leon Brown Farm.
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Figure 15.  Weeping Capuchin Monkey at the Leon Brown Farm.
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Figure 16.  Visitor with young gorilla at the Leon Brown Farm.
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Figure 17.  Leon Brown with Mugs.
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Figure 18.  Mugs at the Leon Brown Farm.
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Figure 19.  Mugs at the Leon Brown Farm.
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Figure 20.  Undated photograph of the fountain at the Leon Brown Farm.
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Figure 21.  Undated photograph of the main entrance to the Leon Brown Farm.
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Figure 22.  1854 map of the Leon Brown Farm (GLO).
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Figure 23.  1875 map of the Leon Brown Farm (Andreas).
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Figure 24.  1886 map of the Leon Brown Farm (Warner and Foote).
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Figure 25.  1905 map of the Leon Brown Farm (Anderson and Goodwin).

Leon Brown Farm
(96-00761)

45



-Leon Brown Farm

0

0

305 m

1000 ft

1:12000

Figure 26.  1915 map of the Leon Brown Farm (Webb Publishing Company).
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Figure 27.  1940 aerial photograph of the Leon Brown Farm.
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Figure 28.  1952 aerial photograph of the Leon Brown Farm.
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Figure 29.  1964 aerial photograph of the Leon Brown Farm.
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Figure 30.  1971 aerial photograph of the Leon Brown Farm.
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Figure 31.  1983 aerial photograph of the Leon Brown Farm.
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Figure 32.  1994 aerial photograph of the Leon Brown Farm.
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Figure 33.  2002 aerial photograph of the Leon Brown Farm.
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Figure 34.  2004 aerial photograph of the Leon Brown Farm.
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Figure 35.  2005 aerial photograph of the Leon Brown Farm.
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Figure 36.  2006 aerial photograph of the Leon Brown Farm.
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Figure 37.  2007 aerial photograph of the Leon Brown Farm.
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Figure 38.  2008 aerial photograph of the Leon Brown Farm.
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Figure 39.  2009 aerial photograph of the Leon Brown Farm.
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Figure 40.  2010 aerial photograph of the Leon Brown Farm.

Leon Brown Farm
(96-00761)

60



-Leon Brown Farm

0

0

61 m

200 ft

1:2400

Figure 41.  2011 aerial photograph of the Leon Brown Farm.
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Figure 42.  2013 aerial photograph of the Leon Brown Farm.
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Figure 43.  Winneshiek County Assessor map of the Leon Brown Farm.
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Figure 45.  Overview of the Leon Brown Farm.  View to the
northwest (5/13/15).
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Figure 46.  Garage/carriage house at the Leon Brown Farm.  View to the
north (5/13/15).

Figure 47.  Garage/carriage house at the Leon Brown Farm.  View to the
west (5/13/15).
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Figure 48.  Hog finishing building at the Leon Brown Farm.  View to the
north (5/13/15).

Figure 49.  Hog finishing building at the Leon Brown Farm.  View to the
east (5/13/15).
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Figure 50.  Three-portal barn (96-00762) at the Leon Brown Farm.
View to the east (5/13/15).

Figure 51.  Three-portal barn (96-00762) at the Leon Brown Farm.
View to the north (5/13/15).

68



Figure 52.  Loft of the three-portal barn (96-00762) at the Leon Brown
Farm.  View to the north (5/13/15).
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Figure 53.  Livestock barn (96-00763) at the Leon Brown Farm.  View to the
south (5/13/15).

Figure 54.  Livestock barn (96-00763) at the Leon Brown Farm.  View to the
west (5/13/15).
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Figure 55.  Loft of the livestock barn (96-00763) at the Leon Brown Farm.
View to the north (5/13/15).

Figure 56.  Machine shed at the Leon Brown Farm.  View to the
southwest (5/13/15).
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Figure 57.  Chicken coop at the Leon Brown Farm.  View to the
west (5/13/15).

Figure 58.  Chicken coop at the Leon Brown Farm.  View to the
south (5/13/15).
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Figure 59.  Privy at the Leon Brown Farm.  View to the west (5/13/15).

Figure 60.  Concrete property marker at the Leon Brown Farm.
View to the east (5/13/15).
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Figure 61.  Fountain at the Leon Brown Farm.  View to the south (5/13/15).

Figure 62.  Well at the Leon Brown Farm.  View to the north (5/13/15).
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Figure 63.  Water trough at the Leon Brown Farm.  View to the
east (5/13/15).
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Figure 64.  Former house location at the Leon Brown Farm.  View to the
south (5/13/15).

Figure 65.  Former house location at the Leon Brown Farm.  View to the
west (5/13/15).
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Figure 66.  House at the Leon Brown Farm prior to the fire.
View to the southwest.
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Figure 67.  Ruinous barn at the Leon Brown Farm.  View to the
north (5/13/15).

Figure 68.  Ruinous barn at the Leon Brown Farm.  View to the
east (5/13/15).
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Figure 69.  Pump house/windmill foundation at the Leon Brown Farm.
View to the east (5/13/15).

Figure 70.  Example of grain bin foundations at the Leon Brown Farm.
View to the north (5/13/15).
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Figure 71.  Depression at the Leon Brown Farm.  View to the west (5/13/15).
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APPENDIX A 
Iowa Site Inventory Forms 



Iowa Site Inventory Form State Inventory Number: 96-00761    New   Supplemental 
State Historic Preservation Office  9-Digit SHPO Review & Compliance (R&C) Number:       
(July 2014)   Non-extant     Year:       
 

Read the Iowa Site Inventory Form Instructions carefully, to ensure accuracy and completeness before 
completing this form. The instructions are available on our website: http://www.iowahistory.org/historic-
preservation/statewide-inventory-and-collections/iowa-site-inventory-form.html    
 

 Property Name 
A) Historic name:  Leon Brown Farm   
 
B) Other names:  Brown's Zoo  
 

 Location 
A) Street address: 3105 318th Avenue   
B) City or town:Cresco   (   Vicinity)    County:Winneshiek  
C) Legal description:  
Rural: Township Name: Orleans  Township No.:99N   Range No.:10W  Section: 16  Quarter: SE of Quarter: SE 
Urban: Subdivision:          Block(s):       Lot(s):       
 

 Classification 
A) Property category: Check only one B) Number of resources (within property):                                               
   Building(s) If eligible property, enter number of:  If non-eligible property, 
   District     Contributing    Noncontributing  enter number of:  
   Site    Buildings    6    Buildings 
   Structure    Sites    14 Sites 
   Object    Structures    2 Structures 
     Objects    10 Objects 
    Total    32 Total 
 

C) For properties listed in the National Register: 
National Register status:  Listed   De-listed   NHL   NPS DOE 
 

D) For properties within a historic district: 
 Property contributes to a National Register or local certified historic district.  
 Property contributes to a potential historic district, based on professional historic/architectural survey and evaluation. 
 Property does not contribute to the historic district in which it is located. 

 

Historic district name: NA      Historic district site inventory number: NA    
 

E) Name of related project report or multiple property study, if applicable: 
MPD title Historical Architectural Data Base # 
NA NA 
 

 Function or Use Enter categories (codes and terms) from the Iowa Site Inventory Form Instructions 

A) Historic functions B) Current functions  
 
09B01: Farmstead 70: Vacant/Not in Use) 
 
08F: Outdoor Recreation: Zoo/Menagerie       
 
            
 

 Description Enter categories (codes and terms) from the Iowa Site Inventory Form Instructions 

A) Architectural classification B) Materials 
 
09B07: Transverse-Frame/Three Portal Barn Foundation (visible exterior): 10B: Poured concrete 
 
      Walls (visible exterior): 02A: Weatherboard 
 
      Roof: 05F: Steel 
 
      Other: Foundation, 04C: Limestone 
 
C) Narrative description  SEE CONTINUATION SHEETS, WHICH MUST BE COMPLETED 



Site Number: 96-00761 Address: 3105 318th Avenue  City:Cresco County: Winneshiek District Number:   
NA 

 Statement of Significance 
A) Applicable National Register Criteria: Mark your opinion of eligibility after applying relevant National Register criteria 
Criterion A: Property is associated with significant events.  Yes  No  More research recommended 
Criterion B: Property is associated with the lives of significant persons.  Yes  No  More research recommended 
Criterion C: Property has distinctive architectural characteristics.  Yes  No  More research recommended 
Criterion D: Property yields significant information in archaeology/history.   Yes  No  More research recommended 
 

B) Special criteria considerations: Mark any special considerations; leave blank if none 
 A: Owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes. 
 B: Removed from its original location. 
 C: A birthplace or grave.  
 D: A cemetery  

 E: A reconstructed building, object, or structure.  
 F: A commemorative property. 
 G: Property less than 50 years of page or 

  achieved significance within the past 50 years. 
 

C) Areas of significance D) Period(s) of significance 
Enter categories from instructions  
             
 

            
 

E) Significant dates F) Significant person 
Construction date Complete if Criterion B is marked above 
1880s     check if circa or estimated date        
Other dates, including renovations  
1920s       
 

G) Cultural affiliation H) Architect/Builder 
Complete if Criterion D is marked above Architect 
            
  Builder/contractor 
            
 

I) Narrative statement of significance  SEE CONTINUATION SHEETS, WHICH MUST BE COMPLETED 
 

 Bibliography  See continuation sheets for the list research sources used in preparing this form 

 Geographic Data Optional UTM references  See continuation sheet for additional UTM or comments 
 Zone Easting Northing NAD  Zone  Easting Northing  NAD 
1                       2                        

3                       4                        
 

 Form Preparation 
Name and Title:  Branden K. Scott, Principal Investigator  Date:06/12/2015 
Organization/firm:  Bear Creek Archeology, Inc. E-mail:       
Street address: PO Box 347 Telephone: 563-547-4545 
City or Town:  Cresco State: IA  Zip code: 52136 
 
 

 ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTATION Submit the following items with the completed form 
A) For all properties, attach the following, as specified in the Iowa Site Inventory Form Instructions: 

1. Map of property’s location within the community.  
2. Glossy color 4x6 photos labeled on back with property/building name, address, date taken, view shown, and 
unique photo number. 
3. Photo key showing each photo number on a map and/or floor plan, using arrows next top each photo 
number to indicate the location and directional view of each photograph. 
4. Site plan of buildings/structures on site, identifying boundaries, public roads, and building/structure footprints. 

B) For State Historic Tax Credit Part 1 Applications, historic districts and farmsteads, and barns:  
See lists of special requirements and attachments in the Iowa Site Inventory Form Instructions. 

 

State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) Use Only Below This Line 
The SHPO has reviewed the Site Inventory and concurs with above survey opinion on National Register eligibility: 
   Yes   No   More research recommended 

   This is a locally designated property or part of a locally designated district. 
 
Comments:   
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
SHPO authorized signature:     Date:   



Iowa Site Inventory Form Site Number:  96-00761 
State Historic Preservation Office Related District Number:             
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Leon Brown Farm Winneshiek  
Name of Property County  
3105 318th Avenue Cresco  
Address City 
   
 
The farm contains six standing buildings.  From east to west, the first building encountered is a garage/carriage 
house.  The garage measures 6.2 m (20.3 ft; east to west) by 6.1 m (20 ft; north to south).  The garage has two 
stalls, set in a side-opening carriage house style.  The garage was constructed using 2 x 4”s set 24” on center.  The 
building is sided with mixed vertical wood lapboard and sheet metal.  The roof is steel.  There is a small loft over 
the east half of the garage.  The east and west sides have four light, single pane windows.  It resides on a poured 
concrete foundation.  The single-gable roof is covered with sheet metal.  This garage was likely constructed in the 
1920s.  A hog finishing building is present north and slightly west of the garage.  The building measures 7.4 m 
(24.3 ft) north to south and 12.3 m (40.4 ft) east to west.  The building rests upon a poured concrete foundation.  
The foundation supports the 2 x 4” balloon frame covered with lapboard siding.  The single-gable roof is covered 
with sheet metal.  There are five small doors on the south side and one small door on the east side that allowed 
swine to enter/exit the building.  This building was likely constructed in the 1920s.  Southwest of the hog 
finishing building is a three-portal barn (Leon Brown Barn 1; 96-00762).  The barn measures 15.9 m (52.2 ft) east 
to west and 25.8 m (84.6 ft) north to south.  The east and west portals consist of individual livestock pens.  The 
central area consists of additional livestock pens and work areas.  The barn was constructed using balloon framing 
covered with wood siding.  The front-gable roof is covered with steel.  The east wall has partially collapsed.  Roof 
joists are tied with collar beams.  The barn rests atop a poured concrete foundation.  This barn was likely 
constructed in the 1920s.  Another barn is positioned immediately south of barn 96-00762.  The southern barn 
(Leon Brown Barn 2) was assigned inventory number 96-00763.  This three-portal barn measures 18.9 m (62 ft) 
east to west by 9.3 m (30.5 ft) north to south.  This barn was built with hewn timbers.  The balloon framing is 
covered with wood siding.  Framing is tied with square and round nails.  The interior of this barn gives the 
appearance that it was used for larger livestock, such as horses and cattle.  The barn rests on a limestone 
foundation that has been patched with concrete.  The single-gable roof was constructed with widely spaced roof 
joists tied with collar beams.  Given the foundation, type of wood used, and the presence of square nails, this barn 
probably dates to the 1880s.  This barn appears to be associated with the original farmstead that resided at this 
location.  A machine shed is present west of the barns.  The machine shed rests on a poured concrete foundation.  
The interior framing was constructed using 2 x 4”s set 32” on center.  The building is covered with wood siding.  
The single-gable roof is covered with steel.  The machine shed measures 9.8 m (32.2 ft) east to west by 18.3 m 
(60 ft) north to south.  This building is present on the 1940 aerial photograph and was likely constructed in the 
1920s or 1930s.  A chicken coop is present in the southern part of the property.  The coop measures 11.7 m (38.4 
ft) east to west by 5.9 m (19.4 ft) north to south.  The chicken coop rests on a poured concrete foundation.  The 
building has a side-gable roof covered with steel.  The balloon framing is covered with wood siding.  There is a 
poultry access door on the north side and ventilation windows are present on the south side.  This building is 
present on aerial photographs from 1940 onward; therefore, a 1920s date for construction is reasonable. 
 
There are two standing structures on the property.  The first is a privy that resides behind the garage.  The privy 
measures 1.8 m (5.9 ft; east to west) by 1.9 m (6.2 ft; north to south).  The privy was constructed using 2 x 4” 
wood framing tied together with wood siding.  The roof is a single gable covered with sheet metal.  The privy 
rests atop a poured concrete foundation/basin.  This structure was likely constructed post-1920.  It is difficult to 
assign this structure a particular date or range because it is small and difficult to make out on aerial photographs.  
The privy is certainly at this location by 1994.  A wire grain bin is present in the western portion of the property.  
The wire bin is collapsed.  It resides on a poured concrete foundation with a 5 m (16.4 ft) diameter.  This bin was 
erected between 1994 and 2002. 
 
The farm has 10 objects.  Six of these objects are property markers.  The property markers are located at six 
locations around the east and south sides of the farm.  Two of these markers are present at each of the two 
driveway entrances.  The other two mark corners.  The markers are constructed from poured concrete.  The design 
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3105 318th Avenue Cresco  
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of all the markers is consistent, a concrete globe atop a rectangular prism base.  The markers measure .8 m (2.6 ft) 
on all four sides and they are 1.7 m (5.6 ft) high.  These markers were probably installed at the same time as the 
fountain.  This period would correspond to the property’s use as a menagerie (ca. 1950s).  A poured concrete 
fountain is located in the eastern part of the property.  The base of this fountain measures 3.9 m (12.8 ft) in 
diameter.  Historic photographs indicate that this fountain was known as the “Eagle Fountain” because of the 
large concrete eagle that sat at the pinnacle.  The fountain also had bear, swan, and flamingo statues.  This 
fountain was likely installed in the 1950s, probably between 1952 (potential absence from aerial photographs) and 
1955.  A well was observed in the northern part of the property between the garage and the hog finishing building.  
The well is noted by a concrete cap.  The well cap measures approximately 1 m (3.3 ft) in diameter.  A poured 
concrete water trough is located near the center of the farmstead between the two standing barns.  The water 
trough measures 8.5 m (27.9 ft) north to south and 4.3 m (14.1 ft) east to west.  It is unclear when this water 
trough was constructed.  A cistern was noted at the former house location.  This cistern was positioned underneath 
a house addition, indicating that the house was built over it.  This brick-lined cistern has a diameter of 
approximately 1 m (3.3 ft) and it is approximately 3.7 m (12 ft) deep.  The cistern is associated with the original 
1880s house. 
 
The farmstead includes 14 features that are considered sites.  Sites include poured concrete grain bin 
pads/foundation, poured concrete foundations, a depression at a former building/structure location, the foundation 
for a pump house, the house foundation, and a dilapidated barn.  The house on this property has burned to the 
ground and much of the building material has been removed.  All that remains of the house is the foundation.  The 
house was irregularly shaped with multiple additions.  The foundation measures a maximum of 15.6 m (51.2 ft; 
east to west) by 14.9 m (48.9 ft; north to south).  The southeast part of the house was the oldest part of the 
building based on the foundation.  The foundation in this area was constructed using limestone.  Additions to the 
original building led to foundation changes.  Later foundation additions were constructed using brick and 
concrete.  The northwestern portion of the house site does not have an excavated foundation.  Instead, the 
northwestern portion of the former house location consists of a poured concrete pad.  Framing materials that were 
left at the site indicate a mixture of round and square nails indicative of multiple construction episodes.  A 
photograph of the house prior to demolition offers insights into the final design.  The photograph depicts a front 
and side gable house with the front oriented to the east.  The house was 1½ story with double hung windows and a 
picture window on the first floor of the east site.  An addition to the northwest had a single gable.  While a second 
floor was present in the addition, the roof elevation was slightly lower than the older part of the building.  
Fenestration generally allowed light through two windows in each room.  There was limited cross lighting due to 
constraints from the roof form.  Builders added an entrance to the basement on the north side of the building.  A 
covered porch was present on the northeast corner of the home.  One barn has fallen down and it is considered a 
site.  This building was a three-portal barn with a gable roof.  The gable roof was covered with steel.  The barn sat 
atop a poured concrete foundation.  The barn was framed using wood balloon framing.  The width of the barn was 
18 m (59.1 ft; east to west).  The length of the barn could not be measured with a tape measure.  Aerial 
photographs indicate that the barn had a length of approximately 18.6 m (61 ft; north to south).  A foundation for 
a pump house/windmill is present north of the former house location.  The steel framing of the windmill is still 
present.  The pump house, however, was consumed by fire.  A picture of the building right after the house fire 
shows a small single gable shed at this location.  The foundation of the pump house measured approximately 2.5 
m (8.2 ft) square.  The farmstead has five grain bin foundations/pads.  Each of these was formed using poured 
concrete and they have a 5 m (16.4 ft) diameter.  One of these foundations is octagonal while the others are round.  
There are also five poured concrete foundations associated with outbuildings and garages.  A depression 
associated with a former building/structure is present in the northwest part of the farmstead.  A building is 
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depicted at this location in 1964 and it is gone by 1971.  The depression measures approximately 8 m (26.2 ft) in 
diameter and is roughly circular.  This location contained a small outbuilding. 
 
This farm is not a significant property as it concerns regional agriculture.  The significance to broader patterns of 
history would be derived due to its use as a small, rural menagerie.  While the location is good, design, materials, 
feeling, and association lack integrity.  Most importantly, design, feeling, and association lack integrity.  This 
property does not have a menagerie layout, it does not feel like a menagerie, and aspects of the property that 
would provide direct correlation to menagerie use have been removed or they are masked by farm functions.  The 
buildings and structures at the Leon Brown Farm are typical of buildings built during the late 1800s and 1920s.  
These types of buildings are extremely common and there is nothing notable about the architecture even though 
most of the buildings meet integrity requirements.  The Leon Brown Farm and its associated buildings is 
recommended not eligible for the National Register of Historic Places. 
 
Reference 
 
Scott, Branden K. 
 2015 Surface and Architectural Investigations of the Leon Brown Farm and Menagerie, Orleans Township, 

Winneshiek County, Iowa.  Special Report 5.  Bear Creek Archeology, Inc., Cresco, Iowa. 
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Overview of the Leon Brown Farm.  View to the northwest (5/13/15).
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Garage/carriage house at the Leon Brown Farm.  View to the west (5/13/15).

Garage/carriage house at the Leon Brown Farm.  View to the north (5/13/15).



Iowa Site Inventory Form

Continuation Sheet
State Historic Preservation Office

Site Number:
Related District Number:

Page

Name of Property

Address

County

City

96-00761

Winneshiek

Cresco

Leon Brown Farm

th3105 318  Avenue

8

Hog finishing building at the Leon Brown Farm.  View to the north (5/13/15).

Hog finishing building at the Leon Brown Farm.  View to the east (5/13/15).
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Three-portal barn (96-00762) at the Leon Brown Farm.  View to the
east (5/13/15).

Three-portal barn (96-00762) at the Leon Brown Farm.  View to the
north (5/13/15).
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Loft of the three-portal barn (96-00762) at the Leon Brown Farm.
View to the north (5/13/15).



Iowa Site Inventory Form

Continuation Sheet
State Historic Preservation Office

Site Number:
Related District Number:

Page

Name of Property

Address

County

City

96-00761

Winneshiek

Cresco

Leon Brown Farm

th3105 318  Avenue

11

Livestock barn (96-00763) at the Leon Brown Farm.  View to the
south (5/13/15).

Livestock barn (96-00763) at the Leon Brown Farm.  View to the
west (5/13/15).
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Loft of the livestock barn (96-00763) at the Leon Brown Farm.  View to the
north (5/13/15).

Machine shed at the Leon Brown Farm.  View to the southwest (5/13/15).
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Chicken coop at the Leon Brown Farm.  View to the west (5/13/15).

Chicken coop at the Leon Brown Farm.  View to the south (5/13/15).
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Privy at the Leon Brown Farm.  View to the west (5/13/15).

Concrete property marker at the Leon Brown Farm.  View to the
east (5/13/15).
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Fountain at the Leon Brown Farm.  View to the south (5/13/15).

Well at the Leon Brown Farm.  View to the north (5/13/15).
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Water trough at the Leon Brown Farm.  View to the east (5/13/15).
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Former house location at the Leon Brown Farm.  View to the south (5/13/15).

Former house location at the Leon Brown Farm.  View to the west (5/13/15).
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House at the Leon Brown Farm prior to the fire.  View to the southwest.
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Ruinous barn at the Leon Brown Farm.  View to the north (5/13/15).

Ruinous barn at the Leon Brown Farm.  View to the east (5/13/15).
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Pump house/windmill foundation at the Leon Brown Farm.  View to the
east (5/13/15).

Example of grain bin foundations at the Leon Brown Farm.  View to the
north (5/13/15).
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Depression at the Leon Brown Farm.  View to the west (5/13/15).
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Read the Iowa Site Inventory Form Instructions carefully, to ensure accuracy and completeness before 
completing this form. The instructions are available on our website: http://www.iowahistory.org/historic-
preservation/statewide-inventory-and-collections/iowa-site-inventory-form.html    
 

 Property Name 
A) Historic name:  Leon Brown Barn 1   
 
B) Other names:          
 

 Location 
A) Street address: 3105 318th Avenue   
B) City or town:Cresco   (   Vicinity)    County:Winneshiek  
C) Legal description:  
Rural: Township Name: Orleans  Township No.:99N   Range No.:10W  Section: 16  Quarter: SE of Quarter: SE 
Urban: Subdivision:          Block(s):       Lot(s):       
 

 Classification 
A) Property category: Check only one B) Number of resources (within property):                                               
   Building(s) If eligible property, enter number of:  If non-eligible property, 
   District     Contributing    Noncontributing  enter number of:  
   Site    Buildings    1    Buildings 
   Structure    Sites       Sites 
   Object    Structures       Structures 
     Objects       Objects 
    Total    1 Total 
 

C) For properties listed in the National Register: 
National Register status:  Listed   De-listed   NHL   NPS DOE 
 

D) For properties within a historic district: 
 Property contributes to a National Register or local certified historic district.  
 Property contributes to a potential historic district, based on professional historic/architectural survey and evaluation. 
 Property does not contribute to the historic district in which it is located. 

 

Historic district name: Leon Brown Farm      Historic district site inventory number: 96-00762    
 

E) Name of related project report or multiple property study, if applicable: 
MPD title Historical Architectural Data Base # 
NA NA 
 

 Function or Use Enter categories (codes and terms) from the Iowa Site Inventory Form Instructions 

A) Historic functions B) Current functions  
 
09H01: Barn, General Purpose 70: Vacant/Not in Use) 
 
            
 
            
 

 Description Enter categories (codes and terms) from the Iowa Site Inventory Form Instructions 

A) Architectural classification B) Materials 
 
09B07: Transverse-Frame/Three Portal Barn Foundation (visible exterior): 10B: Poured concrete 
 
      Walls (visible exterior): 02A: Weatherboard 
 
      Roof: 05F: Steel 
 
      Other:       
 
C) Narrative description  SEE CONTINUATION SHEETS, WHICH MUST BE COMPLETED 



Site Number: 96-00762 Address: 3105 318th Avenue  City: Cresco County: Winneshiek District Number: 96-00762 
Leon Brown Farm 

 Statement of Significance 
A) Applicable National Register Criteria: Mark your opinion of eligibility after applying relevant National Register criteria 
Criterion A: Property is associated with significant events.  Yes  No  More research recommended 
Criterion B: Property is associated with the lives of significant persons.  Yes  No  More research recommended 
Criterion C: Property has distinctive architectural characteristics.  Yes  No  More research recommended 
Criterion D: Property yields significant information in archaeology/history.   Yes  No  More research recommended 
 

B) Special criteria considerations: Mark any special considerations; leave blank if none 
 A: Owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes. 
 B: Removed from its original location. 
 C: A birthplace or grave.  
 D: A cemetery  

 E: A reconstructed building, object, or structure.  
 F: A commemorative property. 
 G: Property less than 50 years of page or 

  achieved significance within the past 50 years. 
 

C) Areas of significance D) Period(s) of significance 
Enter categories from instructions  
             
 

            
 

E) Significant dates F) Significant person 
Construction date Complete if Criterion B is marked above 
1920s     check if circa or estimated date        
Other dates, including renovations  
            
 

G) Cultural affiliation H) Architect/Builder 
Complete if Criterion D is marked above Architect 
            
  Builder/contractor 
            
 

I) Narrative statement of significance  SEE CONTINUATION SHEETS, WHICH MUST BE COMPLETED 
 

 Bibliography  See continuation sheets for the list research sources used in preparing this form 

 Geographic Data Optional UTM references  See continuation sheet for additional UTM or comments 
 Zone Easting Northing NAD  Zone  Easting Northing  NAD 
1                       2                        

3                       4                        
 

 Form Preparation 
Name and Title:  Branden K. Scott, Principal Investigator  Date:06/12/2015 
Organization/firm:  Bear Creek Archeology, Inc. E-mail:       
Street address: PO Box 347 Telephone: 563-547-4545 
City or Town:  Cresco State: IA  Zip code: 52136 
 
 

 ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTATION Submit the following items with the completed form 
A) For all properties, attach the following, as specified in the Iowa Site Inventory Form Instructions: 

1. Map of property’s location within the community.  
2. Glossy color 4x6 photos labeled on back with property/building name, address, date taken, view shown, and 
unique photo number. 
3. Photo key showing each photo number on a map and/or floor plan, using arrows next top each photo 
number to indicate the location and directional view of each photograph. 
4. Site plan of buildings/structures on site, identifying boundaries, public roads, and building/structure footprints. 

B) For State Historic Tax Credit Part 1 Applications, historic districts and farmsteads, and barns:  
See lists of special requirements and attachments in the Iowa Site Inventory Form Instructions. 

 

State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) Use Only Below This Line 
The SHPO has reviewed the Site Inventory and concurs with above survey opinion on National Register eligibility: 
   Yes   No   More research recommended 

   This is a locally designated property or part of a locally designated district. 
 
Comments:   
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
SHPO authorized signature:     Date:   



Iowa Site Inventory Form Site Number:  96-00762 
State Historic Preservation Office Related District Number: 96-00761  

Continuation Sheet 
 
Page 1   
 
Leon Brown Barn 1 Winneshiek  
Name of Property County  
3105 318th Avenue Cresco  
Address City 
   
 
This barn has a three-portal design.  The barn measures 15.9 m (52.2 ft) east to west and 25.8 m (84.6 ft) 
north to south.  The east and west portals consist of individual livestock pens.  The central area consists 
of additional livestock pens and work areas.  The barn was constructed using balloon framing covered 
with wood siding.  The front-gable roof is covered with steel.  The east wall has partially collapsed.  
Roof joists are tied with collar beams.  The barn rests atop a poured concrete foundation.  This barn was 
likely constructed in the 1920s.  This barn occurs at a former menagerie.  While it was certainly a part of 
the farm and menagerie operation, this building is similar to any other barn in the upper Midwest.  The 
construction method was typical of barns constructed in the 1920s.  There is no structural evidence that 
this barn functioned to house exotic animals.  The barn is typical of buildings built during the 1920s.  
These types of buildings are extremely common and there is nothing notable about the architecture of 
this particular barn.  This barn is recommended not eligible for the National Register. 
 
Reference 
 
Scott, Branden K. 
 2015 Surface and Architectural Investigations of the Leon Brown Farm and Menagerie, Orleans 

Township, Winneshiek County, Iowa.  Special Report 5.  Bear Creek Archeology, Inc., Cresco, 
Iowa. 
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Three-portal barn (96-00762) at the Leon Brown Farm.  View to the
east (5/13/15).

Three-portal barn (96-00762) at the Leon Brown Farm.  View to the
north (5/13/15).
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Loft of the three-portal barn (96-00762) at the Leon Brown Farm.
View to the north (5/13/15).
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Iowa Site Inventory Form State Inventory Number: 96-00763    New   Supplemental 
State Historic Preservation Office  9-Digit SHPO Review & Compliance (R&C) Number:       
(July 2014)   Non-extant     Year:       
 

Read the Iowa Site Inventory Form Instructions carefully, to ensure accuracy and completeness before 
completing this form. The instructions are available on our website: http://www.iowahistory.org/historic-
preservation/statewide-inventory-and-collections/iowa-site-inventory-form.html    
 

 Property Name 
A) Historic name:  Leon Brown Barn 2   
 
B) Other names:          
 

 Location 
A) Street address: 3105 318th Avenue   
B) City or town:Cresco   (   Vicinity)    County:Winneshiek  
C) Legal description:  
Rural: Township Name: Orleans  Township No.:99N   Range No.:10W  Section: 16  Quarter: SE of Quarter: SE 
Urban: Subdivision:          Block(s):       Lot(s):       
 

 Classification 
A) Property category: Check only one B) Number of resources (within property):                                               
   Building(s) If eligible property, enter number of:  If non-eligible property, 
   District     Contributing    Noncontributing  enter number of:  
   Site    Buildings    1    Buildings 
   Structure    Sites       Sites 
   Object    Structures       Structures 
     Objects       Objects 
    Total    1 Total 
 

C) For properties listed in the National Register: 
National Register status:  Listed   De-listed   NHL   NPS DOE 
 

D) For properties within a historic district: 
 Property contributes to a National Register or local certified historic district.  
 Property contributes to a potential historic district, based on professional historic/architectural survey and evaluation. 
 Property does not contribute to the historic district in which it is located. 

 

Historic district name: Leon Brown Farm  Historic district site inventory number: 96-00761    
 

E) Name of related project report or multiple property study, if applicable: 
MPD title Historical Architectural Data Base # 
NA NA 
 

 Function or Use Enter categories (codes and terms) from the Iowa Site Inventory Form Instructions 

A) Historic functions B) Current functions  
 
09H01: Barn, General Purpose 70: Vacant/Not in Use) 
 
            
 
            
 

 Description Enter categories (codes and terms) from the Iowa Site Inventory Form Instructions 

A) Architectural classification B) Materials 
 
09B07: Transverse-Frame/Three Portal Barn Foundation (visible exterior): 04C: Limestone 
 
      Walls (visible exterior): 02A: Weatherboard 
 
      Roof: 05F: Steel 
 
      Other:       
 
C) Narrative description  SEE CONTINUATION SHEETS, WHICH MUST BE COMPLETED 



 

 

Site Number: 96-00763 Address: 3105 318th Avenue  City:Cresco County: Winneshiek District Number: 96-00761 

 Statement of Significance 
A) Applicable National Register Criteria: Mark your opinion of eligibility after applying relevant National Register criteria 
Criterion A: Property is associated with significant events.  Yes  No  More research recommended 
Criterion B: Property is associated with the lives of significant persons.  Yes  No  More research recommended 
Criterion C: Property has distinctive architectural characteristics.  Yes  No  More research recommended 
Criterion D: Property yields significant information in archaeology/history.   Yes  No  More research recommended 
 

B) Special criteria considerations: Mark any special considerations; leave blank if none 
 A: Owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes. 
 B: Removed from its original location. 
 C: A birthplace or grave.  
 D: A cemetery  

 E: A reconstructed building, object, or structure.  
 F: A commemorative property. 
 G: Property less than 50 years of page or 

  achieved significance within the past 50 years. 
 

C) Areas of significance D) Period(s) of significance 
Enter categories from instructions  
             
 

            
 

E) Significant dates F) Significant person 
Construction date Complete if Criterion B is marked above 
1880s     check if circa or estimated date        
Other dates, including renovations  
            
 

G) Cultural affiliation H) Architect/Builder 
Complete if Criterion D is marked above Architect 
            
  Builder/contractor 
            
 

I) Narrative statement of significance  SEE CONTINUATION SHEETS, WHICH MUST BE COMPLETED 
 

 Bibliography  See continuation sheets for the list research sources used in preparing this form 

 Geographic Data Optional UTM references  See continuation sheet for additional UTM or comments 
 Zone Easting Northing NAD  Zone  Easting Northing  NAD 
1                       2                        

3                       4                        
 

 Form Preparation 
Name and Title:  Branden K. Scott, Principal Investigator  Date:06/12/2015 
Organization/firm:  Bear Creek Archeology, Inc. E-mail:       
Street address: PO Box 347 Telephone: 563-547-4545 
City or Town:  Cresco State: IA  Zip code: 52136 
 
 

 ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTATION Submit the following items with the completed form 
A) For all properties, attach the following, as specified in the Iowa Site Inventory Form Instructions: 

1. Map of property’s location within the community.  
2. Glossy color 4x6 photos labeled on back with property/building name, address, date taken, view shown, and 
unique photo number. 
3. Photo key showing each photo number on a map and/or floor plan, using arrows next top each photo 
number to indicate the location and directional view of each photograph. 
4. Site plan of buildings/structures on site, identifying boundaries, public roads, and building/structure footprints. 

B) For State Historic Tax Credit Part 1 Applications, historic districts and farmsteads, and barns:  
See lists of special requirements and attachments in the Iowa Site Inventory Form Instructions. 

 

State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) Use Only Below This Line 
The SHPO has reviewed the Site Inventory and concurs with above survey opinion on National Register eligibility: 
   Yes   No   More research recommended 

   This is a locally designated property or part of a locally designated district. 
 
Comments:   
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
SHPO authorized signature:     Date:   
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Leon Brown Barn 2 Winneshiek  
Name of Property County  
3105 318th Avenue Cresco  
Address City 
   
 

 

This three-portal barn measures 18.9 m (62 ft) east to west by 9.3 m (30.5 ft) north to south.  This barn 
was built with hewn timbers.  The balloon framing is covered with wood siding.  Framing is tied with 
square and round nails.  The interior of this barn gives the appearance that it was used for larger 
livestock, such as horses and cattle.  The barn rests on a limestone foundation that has been patched with 
concrete.  The single-gable roof was constructed with widely spaced roof joists tied with collar beams.  
Given the foundation, type of wood used, and the presence of square nails, this barn probably dates to 
the 1880s.  This barn appears to be associated with the original farmstead that resided at this location.  
This barn was part of both a farm and a menagerie.  However, the use of this barn for exotic animals is 
masked by its more common use for commercial livestock.  The barn has been altered with new roofing 
materials and poured concrete and it has a design common to many barns across the upper Midwest.  
This barn is recommended not eligible for the National Register of Historic Places. 
 
Reference 
 
Scott, Branden K. 
 2015 Surface and Architectural Investigations of the Leon Brown Farm and Menagerie, Orleans 

Township, Winneshiek County, Iowa.  Special Report 5.  Bear Creek Archeology, Inc., Cresco, 
Iowa. 
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Livestock barn (96-00763) at the Leon Brown Farm.  View to the
south (5/13/15).
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Loft of the livestock barn (96-00763) at the Leon Brown Farm.  View to the
north (5/13/15).
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