TRACKING VALUE

Winneshiek County Assessor’s Office
James Alstad, ICA Winneshiek County Assessor

2014 ANNUAL REPORT
Senate File 295
Property Tax Reform

ASSESSORS WEBSITE
www.winneshiek.us

WINNESHIEK COUNTY WEBSITE
www.winneshiekcounty.org

What’s Inside This Issue!
Assessor’s Message
Assessment Calendar
Conference Board Members
Personnel
Conference Board Guidelines/Duties
Assessment Abstracts
Assessed Valuation Trend
State Rollbacks/History
Taxable Value Trend
New Home Trend
Sales Trends and statistics
Credits and Exemption information
Exempt Property Reports
Protesting your assessed value
Board of Review Report
2013 District Court Case summary

Page 1-2
Page 3
Page 4
Page 5
Page 6-9
Page 10-14
Page 15
Page 16-17
Page 18
Page 19
Page 20-30
Page 31-37
Page 38-39
Page 40-42
Page 43
Page 44-46

Mission Statement:
To achieve equalization among all classes of property by
maintaining the highest standards in appraisal practices and
law, guided by the goal of providing quality service to the public, and making a difference through effort and striving to be
better.

A Message From the Assessor—2014 Assessment Year

Greetings Citizens of Winneshiek County:
It is my pleasure to present the Winneshiek County Assessor’s 2014
Annual Report which highlights significant accomplishments and changes
that are taking place in the Assessment processes and laws. The report also
presents statistics and valuations relevant to the taxpayers and budgeting entities of Winneshiek County.
Significant 2014 Accomplishments

Our staff has been working hard to implement the many required changes affecting the
assessment process as a result of the new property tax reform legislation. Jennifer Brooks has
continued to work on creating a new layer within our GIS system for all agricultural land that
meets the non-cropland definition. Scott Anderson has obtained his ICA designation. The Institute of Iowa Certified Assessors is a professional organization of individuals. Each of its members has demonstrated by an examination and passing the required courses that they possess a
high level of professional competence in the field of property assessment for ad valorem tax
purposes. Congratulations Scott! Lyn White continues to be the face of the office. Lyn’s work
at the front counter makes all of our jobs much easier. The Winneshiek County Assessors office
is truly a team of professionals with a wealth of experience.
Looking ahead to 2015
2015 brings the most change to our office since I started in this business almost 23 years
ago. Most of the changes are a result of what is being called the “largest property tax reform” in
Iowa’s history. Since 2015 is an odd numbered year, also known as an equalization year, our
usual requirement to be statistically compliant with our valuations will likely bring changes to
residential and agricultural values. Commercial and industrial are hard to predict at this time.
Final numbers are unknown until we mail our assessment rolls for 2015 valuations on or before
April 1, 2015.
Impact of SF 295 on Property Owners and Local Governments
Prior to passing SF 295 commercial property owners were paying almost twice the property tax of a residential property of the same assessed value. Over the next few years this tax
gap between the two will become much less. Historically, residential property has appreciated
far more than commercial property has from a valuation perspective. However, the taxable value used for calculating taxes resulted in commercial properties paying a lot more in taxes. The
taxable value gap between residential and commercial has narrowed substantially over the last
five years and is expected to continue to be narrowed further as a result of the property tax reform bill known as SF 295. In 2011 the property tax revenue for the typical city in Iowa was
approximately 58% from residential and 42% from commercial and industrial. As a result of SF
295 it is expected to be 67% residential and 33% commercial and industrial when fully implemented in year 2022. While this bodes well for commercial, it does the opposite for residential,
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unless more changes to the property tax system happen in the future.
While the majority of the loss in revenue created to local government is expected to be
backfilled by the state, local governments should expect some revenue reductions. Local governments should also be aware of the possibility in the future that the state may not fully fund
these new mandates. Homestead and Military credits for many years were only partially backfilled by the state to local governments. Furthermore, the state will not be reimbursing local
governments for any revenue loss as a result of the changes made to the allowable growth rate
from 4% to 3% or the newly created multi-residential classification. New growth in taxable
value and/or levy rate changes will be required to make up for revenue shortfalls.
For a more detailed look at SF 295 please refer to my 2013 annual report that can be
found by choosing the assessors department at www.winneshiekcounty.org or by going to
www.iowa.gov/tax/locgov/13PTReform.html.
I hope you find the information provided in this report helpful in understanding the
assessment process here in Winneshiek County.
Please feel free to contact our office at anytime if you should have any questions regarding the functions of your Assessors office at 563-382-5356.
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Assessment Cycle
January 1: Assessment date
April 1: Assessor s complete assessments and notify taxpayer s.
April 2-25: Taxpayer s may r equest an infor mal r eview of assessment with assessor
April 7-May 5: Taxpayer s may appeal assessments to local boar ds of r eview.
May 1 - May 31: Local boar ds of r eview consider appeals. This time may be extended to J uly 15 by the Iowa Department of Revenue director.
June 15: Local boar ds of r eview submit r epor ts to the dir ector .
July 1:

Assessor s submit abstr acts of the assessments to the dir ector .

August 15: The dir ector issues tentative equalization notices to county auditor s.
September: The dir ector holds equalization hear ings, which ar e held for public input.
October 1: The dir ector issues final equalization or der s to county auditor s.
October 2-12: Assessing jur isdictions may apply for alter native methods of implementing
equalization orders.
October 2-15: The county auditor publishes notices of the final equalization or der .
Oct. 15-Nov. 15: Local boar ds of r eview meet to hear equalization pr otests.
October 16-26: Taxpayer s may pr otest the final equalization or der to local boar d of r eview.
November 1: The dir ector cer tifies assessment limitation per centages to county auditor s.
November 15: Local boar ds of r eview submit a r epor t about the equalization pr otests to the
department.
Dec. 1-Feb. 28: The taxing author ities adopt the budgets based on the valuations.

March 1: The county boar d of super visor s levies the taxes.
July 1: The county tr easur er r eceives author ization to collect taxes.
September 30: Fir st half of taxes ar e due.
March 31: Second half of taxes ar e due.
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CONFERENCE BOARD MEMBERS
SCHOOL BOARD
Myron Rediske: North Winneshiek School District
Don Schroeder: South Winneshiek School District
Jamie Smith: Postville School District
Leon Shatek: Turkey Valley School District
Brian Petersburg: Decorah Community School District
No member resides: Howard Winneshiek School District
No member resides: Allamakee Community School District

MAYORS
Keith Frana: Mayor, City of Calmar
Margaret Jones: Mayor, City of Castalia
Paul Stevens: Mayor, City of Ridgeway
Jeff Ira: Mayor, City of Spillville
Paul Herold: Mayor, City of Fort Atkinson
Don Arendt: Mayor, City of Decorah
Mae Schmitt: Mayor, City of Jackson Junction
Charles L. Covell: Mayor, City of Ossian

COUNTY SUPERVISORS
John Logsdon: Fourth District Supervisor / Conference Board Chairman
John Beard: First District Supervisor
Floyd Ashbacher: Second District Supervisor
Mark Kuhn: Fifth District Supervisor
Dean Thompson: Third District Supervisor
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OFFICE PERSONNEL
James Alstad, Assessor

Start Date
December, 2001

Scott Anderson, Deputy Assessor

August, 2007

Lyn White, Office Manager

April 1990

Jennifer Brooks, Deputy Assessor
Jennifer Brooks, Auditors Office

July, 2008
December, 1998

BOARD OF REVIEW
Term Expires
Ron Hemesath

December 31, 2017

Michael Kelly

December 31, 2018

John L. Heying

December 31, 2020

Jim Ludeking

December 31, 2021

Orvin Hotvedt

December 31, 2016

EXAMINING BOARD
Term Expires
Laura Parrish (Supervisors)

December 31, 2017

Dennis Hovden (Schools)

December 31, 2017

Dave Olson (Mayors)

December 31, 2017
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Conference Board
Introduction
The conference board serves as the governing board for the office of the assessor. The conference board has the responsibility of appointing members of the examining board, members of
the board of review, and the assessor. The conference board shall also establish and adopt an
annual budget, approve the position of deputy assessor and the number of deputy assessors, reappoint the assessor and employ appraisers and other technical help. It is important that the
members are knowledgeable of their responsibilities outlined in chapter 441 of the Code of Iowa. This guide was created to give the conference board membership an overview of those responsibilities.

Conference Board Membership
In each county and each city having an assessor, there shall be a conference board. County and
city boards shall consist of three units.

County Conference Board
The county conference board shall consist of the mayors of all incorporated cities whose property is assessed by the county assessor, one representative from the board of directors of each
high school district who is a resident of the county, and members of the county board of supervisors. Each school district shall, at their organizational meeting, appoint a director to serve a
one-year term on the conference board. Each high school district within the county, regardless
if they have a school located in the county, is entitled to a member on the county conference
board. Again, that member must be a resident of the county. The clerk of the conference board
shall be notified of the appointee. There are no provisions in the Code of Iowa for alternates or
substitutes to serve for members of the conference board except the mayor pro-tem may serve
in the absence of the mayor. A mayor pro-tem must be a council member who was previously
designated. The chairperson of the county board of supervisors shall act as the chairperson of
the county conference board and the county assessor as clerk.

Voting
In any action taken by the county conference board, the mayors of all incorporated cities whose
property is assessed by the county assessor shall constitute one voting unit, the designated
school board representatives shall constitute one voting unit, and the county board of supervisors shall constitute one voting unit, each unit having a single vote. In any action taken by the
city conference board, the members of the city board of education constitute one voting unit, the
members of the city council shall constitute one voting unit, and the county board of supervisors shall constitute one voting unit, each unit having a single vote.
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Membership of the Examining Board
In establishing an examining board, each voting unit of the conference board independently appoints one person, who is a resident of the jurisdiction, to contact some or all persons on the list
of eligible candidates from the Department of Revenue for the position of assessor. The examining board may interview and administer further examinations to the candidates. The examining board may, but is not required to, submit a recommendation to the conference board. Members of the examining board shall serve without compensation. The terms of each examining
board member shall be for six years. A member of the examining board may be removed by the
appointing unit after specific charges have been filed. If the discharged member so requests, the
conference board is required to hold a public hearing on the dismissal.

Membership of the Board of Review
The conference board appoints a board of review to act on assessment appeals and review assessments within the jurisdiction. At the discretion of the conference board, the board of review
may consist of three or five members. In jurisdictions where there is a city with a population of
125,000 or more, the board of review may consist of 10 members. As nearly as possible, the
board shall include one licensed real estate broker and one registered architect or person with
experience in the building and construction field. In the case of a county, at least one member of
the board of review shall be a farmer. Not more than two members of the board of review shall
be of the same profession or occupation and members must be residents of the jurisdiction. In
determining eligibility for membership on a board of review, a retired person shall not be considered to be employed in the occupation he or she pursued prior to retirement, unless that person remains in reasonable contact with his or her former occupation, including some participation in matters associated with that occupation. The terms of the board of review members shall
be for six years and shall be staggered. A conference board may decrease the board of review’s
membership from five to three members by not filling two positions as they become vacant. To
increase the membership
from three to five members, the conference board needs only to appoint two additional
members. When increasing or decreasing the membership, the conference board must
ensure the existence of staggered terms for board of review members. A ten member board of
review may be increased up to a maximum of fourteen members if necessary to resolve the protests in a timely manner.

Gender Balance of Appointed Boards
Since both the examining board and the board of review are appointed boards, they shall be
gender balanced. In complying with section 69.16A of the Code of Iowa, no person shall be appointed to any board if that appointment or reappointment would cause the number of the members of the board of one gender to be greater than one-half the membership of the board or plus
one if the board has an odd number of members. A good faith effort must be made for a period
of three months to appoint a qualified person to fill a vacancy on a board. Fair and unbiased
methods should be used to select the best qualified applicants. This requirement shall not prohibit an individual whose term expires prior to January 1, 2012, from being reappointed even
though the reappointment continues an inequity in gender balance.
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Appointment of Assessor
The appointment of the assessor is a more complex process than is the appointment of the members of the examining board or board of review. Within seven days of a vacancy in the office of a
city or county assessor, the examining board must request a register from the Director of Revenue
containing the names, in alphabetical order, of all individuals eligible for appointment as assessor.
Only those persons who have passed an assessor examination administered by the Department of
Revenue can be considered for appointment. The test scores of individuals on the register shall be
given to a city or county conference board upon request. At its own expense, the examining board
may interview candidates and administer further examinations in preparation of making a written
report to the conference board. The examining board shall then submit a written report of the examination to the conference board within fifteen days after the receipt of the register from the director of revenue. Persons whose names appear on the register of eligible candidates have been
granted either regular or temporary certification by the Director of Revenue. Persons holding regular certification have passed the exam and possess at least two years of appraisal-related experience. Persons with regular certification may receive an appointment as assessor without any further action necessary. If the conference board appoints a person holding a temporary certificate,
that person must satisfactorily complete a course of study prescribed and administered by the Director of Revenue. A person with a temporary certificate has passed the written examination, but
is lacking in two years of appraisal related experience. If the course of study is not satisfactorily
completed within eighteen months of the appointment, the person’s temporary certification is revoked, the appropriate conference board is notified, and the conference board must select a new
assessor. In any event, the conference board must reimburse the Department of Revenue for all
expenses incurred in such an assessor’s training program. Within seven days of receiving the examining board’s report, the chairperson of the conference board by written notice shall call a
meeting of the conference board to appoint an assessor. The conference board shall appoint an
assessor from the register of eligible candidates. The chairperson of the conference board shall
give written notice to the Director of Revenue of the appointment and its effective date within ten
days of the decision of the board.

Deputy Assessor Appointment
As the conference board directs, one or more deputy assessors may be appointed by the assessor.
Each appointment shall be made from either the list of eligible candidates who have passed the
deputy examination, or candidates eligible for appointment as assessor. Following the administration of the deputy examination, the Director of Revenue shall establish a register containing the
names, in alphabetical order, of all individuals who are eligible for appointment as deputy assessor. The test scores of individuals on the register shall be given to a city or county conference
board upon request. All eligible individuals shall remain on the register for a period of two years
following the date of certification granted by the Director. Deputy assessors shall also comply
with the continuing education requirements except that the number of classroom hours shall be
ninety of which at least sixty are tested. The assessor may peremptorily suspend or discharge any
deputy assessor under the assessor's direction upon written charges for neglect of duty, disobedience of orders, misconduct, or failure to properly perform the deputy assessor's duties. Within five
days after delivery of written charges to the employee, the deputy assessor may appeal by written
notice to the secretary or chairperson of the examining board. The board shall grant the deputy
assessor a hearing within fifteen days, and a decision by a majority of the
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Budgets
The conference board is to establish the annual budget for assessment activities. By January
first of each year, the assessor, examining board, and board of review, each prepare a proposed
budget for the ensuing fiscal year. Assessment Expense Fund The assessor must consolidate the
three budgets. The combined budgets shall contain an itemized list of the proposed salaries of
the assessor and each deputy, the amount required for field personnel and other personnel, their
number and their compensation; the estimated amount needed for expenses, printing, mileage,
and other expenses necessary to operate the assessor’s office, the estimated expenses of the examining board, and the salaries and expenses of the local board of review. The conference
board also has the power to employ technical or expert help to assist in the valuation of property. These expenses are also included in this fund. This technical help can consist of outside appraisers, legal counsel or other technical or expert help needed in the valuation of property. The
maximum tax rate which may be levied for the assessment expense fund is related directly to
the amount of assessed valuation of property within the assessing jurisdiction and shall not exceed sixty seven and one-half cents per thousand dollars of valuation. The conference board
must meet to consider and formally adopt the budget of the forthcoming year. This meeting
must take place at least 20 days before the date fixed by law for certifying to the levying board.
Budget estimates, any levies, and notice of the time and place of the public hearing shall be
published at least ten days before the hearing. The approved budget must be certified in duplicate to the county auditor by no later than March 15. Budget estimates adopted and certified
may be amended by May 31 and increased as the need arises. Amendments to budget estimates
may be considered and adopted at any time during the fiscal year covered by the budget. Such
amendments must be filed and published with notice of public hearing prior to their adoption.

Open Meetings Law
As a political subdivision, a conference board is subject to the provisions of the Iowa OpenMeetings Law. For each meeting, the clerk shall record in a minute book all actions of the
conference board. The minutes shall be public record open to public inspection.

Public Notice and Access to Meetings
A conference board must provide public notice of all meetings. A conference board shall give at
least twenty-four hours’ notice prior to holding a meeting. The notice must contain the time,
date, place, and the tentative agenda for the meeting. The notice must be posted in a prominent
place in the building where the meeting will be held. If it is necessary to hold a meeting without
giving twenty-four hours’ notice, the minutes must state why notice was not possible. Holding a
meeting without giving twenty-four hours’ notice can be done only if it would be impossible or
impractical to do so. Even then, as much notice as is possible must be given. The law permits
the use of cameras or other recording devices at any open meeting. Meetings must be held at a
time and place reasonably accessible and convenient to the public. If this is impossible or impractical, the reasons for doing otherwise must be stated in the minutes.
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ABSTRACT OF ASSESSMENT FOR 2014
Winneshiek County
AGRICULTURAL REALTY
(Does Not Include Dwellings)
Townships
and Unincorporated
Areas
BLOOMFIELD
BLUFFTON
BURR OAK
CALMAR TOWNSHIP
CANOE
DECORAH TOWNSHIP
FRANKVILLE
FREMONT
GLENWOOD
HESPER
HIGHLAND
JACKSON
LINCOLN
MADISON
MILITARY
ORLEANS
PLEASANT
SPRINGFIELD
SUMNER
WASHINGTON
Townships Totals
Cities
CALMAR CORP
CASTALIA
DECORAH CORP
FORT ATKINSON
JACKSON JUNCTION
OSSIAN CORP
RIDGEWAY CORP
SPILLVILLE CORP
Cities Totals
County Totals
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Number of
Agricultural
Acres
21,938.710
20,813.730
17,912.330
20,437.450
21,474.410
15,849.340
21,808.060
16,468.660
19,474.280
18,424.120
17,204.260
18,227.490
20,353.870
21,961.550
21,552.910
20,595.250
20,878.160
22,053.560
21,629.770
21,468.140
400,526.050
156.740
275.140
1,308.770
15.350
3,470.880
374.230
326.930
7.250
5,935.290
406,461.340

Actual Value
of Land Only

Actual Value of
Structures (Does not
include dwellings)
$
4,934,320
$
2,332,510
$
3,598,510
$
4,721,680
$
2,635,030
$
2,464,470
$
5,603,160
$
3,012,260
$
1,871,270
$
5,416,920
$
2,767,930
$
5,151,890
$
4,161,700
$
4,451,030
$
7,202,310
$
2,830,460
$
2,645,410
$
4,676,740
$
3,786,180
$
6,953,370
$
81,217,150

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

46,531,940
41,527,510
40,779,450
35,328,760
43,061,900
29,577,670
52,679,220
35,492,270
33,208,390
43,230,490
32,584,340
45,296,860
42,377,990
42,585,770
47,781,500
41,628,440
34,616,990
47,681,280
49,017,530
41,336,990
826,325,290

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

375,200 $
696,850 $
2,568,960 $
26,970 $
8,026,360 $
932,190 $
843,220 $
15,010
13,484,760 $
839,810,050

17,340
125,750
206,930
23,750
453,510
64,780
21,800
913,860
82,131,010

Total Actual Value
of Land
and Structures
$
51,466,260
$
43,860,020
$
44,377,960
$
40,050,440
$
45,696,930
$
32,042,140
$
58,282,380
$
38,504,530
$
35,079,660
$
48,647,410
$
35,352,270
$
50,448,750
$
46,539,690
$
47,036,800
$
54,983,810
$
44,458,900
$
37,262,400
$
52,358,020
$
52,803,710
$
48,290,360
$
907,542,440
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

392,540
822,600
2,775,890
50,720
8,479,870
996,970
865,020
15,010
14,398,620
921,941,060

ABSTRACT OF ASSESSMENT FOR 2014

Winneshiek County
RESIDENTIAL DWELLINGS ON AGRICULTURAL REALTY
Townships
and Unincorporated
Areas
BLOOMFIELD
BLUFFTON
BURR OAK
CALMAR TOWNSHIP
CANOE
DECORAH TOWNSHIP
FRANKVILLE
FREMONT
GLENWOOD
HESPER
HIGHLAND
JACKSON
LINCOLN
MADISON
MILITARY
ORLEANS
PLEASANT
SPRINGFIELD
SUMNER
WASHINGTON
Townships Totals

Number
of Dwellings

Actual Value
of Dwellings
117
96
100
125

9,034,250
9,474,150
7,955,520
10,907,110

127
98
104
73
126
106
104
89
105
122
130
75
139
123
109
133
2,201

12,523,620
12,951,480
8,288,400
5,737,000
12,159,180
7,561,870
7,331,790
6,727,810
8,556,540
12,605,510
12,113,020
6,787,350
13,697,110
10,072,830
7,526,160
11,685,010
193,695,710

2
2
7
1
10
4
3

155,200
113,290
638,890
61,930
949,310
382,460
252,040

29

2,553,120

2,230

196,248,830

Cities
CALMAR CORP
CASTALIA
DECORAH CORP
FORT ATKINSON
JACKSON JUNCTION
OSSIAN CORP
RIDGEWAY CORP
SPILLVILLE CORP
Cities Totals
County Totals
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ABSTRACT OF ASSESSMENT FOR 2014
Winneshiek County
RESIDENTIAL REALTY - (does not include residential dwlgs on agricultural land)
Townships
and Unincorporated
Areas
BLOOMFIELD
BLUFFTON
BURR OAK
CALMAR TOWNSHIP
CANOE
DECORAH TOWNSHIP
FRANKVILLE
FREMONT
GLENWOOD
HESPER
HIGHLAND
JACKSON
LINCOLN
MADISON
MILITARY
ORLEANS
PLEASANT
SPRINGFIELD
SUMNER
WASHINGTON
Townships Totals
Cities
CALMAR CORP
CASTALIA
DECORAH CORP
FORT ATKINSON
JACKSON JUNCTION
OSSIAN CORP
RIDGEWAY CORP
SPILLVILLE CORP
Cities Totals
County Totals
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$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

Actual Value
of Residential
Lots
1,109,630
3,106,510
1,517,700
2,358,610
3,178,230
21,032,490
1,658,270
976,590
4,327,590
1,406,720
1,199,540
256,660
1,784,940
1,893,780
1,215,180
1,023,120
1,763,200
1,768,470
1,036,300
1,979,790
54,593,320

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

4,902,450
545,600
58,856,010
1,473,990
128,730
4,236,010
1,276,170
2,820,590
74,239,550
128,832,870

Actual Value of
Residential
Buildings
$
4,751,070
$
13,796,490
$
8,436,930
$
12,095,420
$
14,515,530
$
100,129,650
$
8,729,840
$
3,581,250
$
19,320,940
$
7,558,640
$
4,546,340
$
1,210,120
$
7,710,940
$
10,900,430
$
8,285,780
$
4,645,290
$
7,458,540
$
8,895,500
$
2,967,450
$
11,884,660
$
261,420,810

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

Actual Value
Residential Lots
and Buildings
5,860,700
16,903,000
9,954,630
14,454,030
17,693,760
121,162,140
10,388,110
4,557,840
23,648,530
8,965,360
5,745,880
1,466,780
9,495,880
12,794,210
9,500,960
5,668,410
9,221,740
10,663,970
4,003,750
13,864,450
316,014,130

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

41,247,950
4,680,080
348,236,810
12,888,440
1,137,230
34,410,810
10,213,230
17,145,930
469,960,480
785,974,610

36,345,500
4,134,480
289,380,800
11,414,450
1,008,500
30,174,800
8,937,060
14,325,340
395,720,930
657,141,740

Number of
Dwellings
44
114
98
85
104
582
94
41
134
100
56
11
58
63
51
43
60
63
29
119
1,949
406
80
2,229
139
10
317
110
185
3,476
5,425

ABSTRACT OF ASSESSMENT FOR 2014

Winneshiek County
COMMERCIAL REALTY

Townships
and Unincorporated
Areas
BLOOMFIELD
BLUFFTON
BURR OAK
CALMAR TOWNSHIP
CANOE
DECORAH TOWNSHIP
FRANKVILLE
FREMONT
GLENWOOD
HESPER
HIGHLAND
JACKSON
LINCOLN
MADISON
MILITARY
ORLEANS
PLEASANT
SPRINGFIELD
SUMNER
WASHINGTON
Townships Totals
Cities
CALMAR CORP
CASTALIA
DECORAH CORP
FORT ATKINSON
JACKSON JUNCTION
OSSIAN CORP
RIDGEWAY CORP
SPILLVILLE CORP
Cities Totals
County Totals

Actual Value of
Commercial Lots

Actual Value of
Commercial Buildings

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

62,700
126,060
428,320
163,600
4,825,950
9,590
7,200
284,230
22,500
102,090

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

413,710
1,706,620
2,906,040
916,920
19,206,740
278,930
282,940
909,940
22,810
606,910

$
$
$
$

48,130
135,380
384,410
10,380

$
$
$
$

517,680
664,770
3,534,330
44,260

$

24,640

$

241,400

$
$

455,970
7,091,150

$
$

1,661,130
33,915,130

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

927,360 $
51,590 $
18,857,150 $
254,490 $
134,980 $
638,890 $
354,780 $
185,460 $
21,404,700 $
28,495,850 $

Total Actual Value
of Commercial Lots
and Buildings
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

3,847,600 $
154,040 $
93,972,060 $
1,810,980 $
333,430 $
3,581,860 $
4,406,190 $
832,560 $
108,938,720 $
142,853,850 $

0
476,410
1,832,680
3,334,360
1,080,520
24,032,690
288,520
290,140
1,194,170
45,310
709,000
565,810
800,150
3,918,740
54,640
266,040
2,117,100
41,006,280
4,774,960
205,630
112,829,210
2,065,470
468,410
4,220,750
4,760,970
1,018,020
130,343,420
171,349,700
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ABSTRACT OF ASSESSMENT FOR 2014
Winneshiek County
INDUSTRIAL REALTY
Townships
and Unincorporated
Areas
BLOOMFIELD
BLUFFTON
BURR OAK
CALMAR TOWNSHIP
CANOE
DECORAH TOWNSHIP
FRANKVILLE
FREMONT
GLENWOOD
HESPER
HIGHLAND
JACKSON
LINCOLN
MADISON
MILITARY
ORLEANS
PLEASANT
SPRINGFIELD
SUMNER
WASHINGTON
Townships Totals
Cities
CALMAR CORP
CASTALIA
DECORAH CORP
FORT ATKINSON
JACKSON JUNCTION
OSSIAN CORP
RIDGEWAY CORP
SPILLVILLE CORP
Cities Totals
County Totals
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Actual Value of
Industrial Lots

Actual Value of
Industrial Buildings

847,090

8,966,710

43,130
890,220

864,770
9,831,480

154,750

787,440

600,200

5,723,190

42,500
19,590

1,549,270
104,490
163,470

817,040
1,707,260

8,327,860
18,159,340

Total Actual Value
of Industrial Lots
and Buildings
0
0
0
0
0
9,813,800
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
907,900
10,721,700
942,190
0
6,323,390
0
1,591,770
104,490
183,060
0
9,144,900
19,866,600
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ASSESSMENT LIMITATIONS (ROLLBACK)
Section 441.21 of the Code of Iowa provides for the reduction of property tax valuations according to assessment limitations to cushion the impact of inflation. The Iowa Department of
Revenue computes assessment limitation percentages, and county auditors multiply the assessed
valuations by them to determine taxable valuations.


The assessment limitations are applied according to class of property as follows:



For the agricultural, residential, commercial, and industrial classes of real estate, the taxable valuation for each class is limited to 3% annual statewide growth from revaluation.

In addition, the percent of growth from revaluation is to be the same for agricultural and residential property; therefore, if one of these classes has less than 3% growth for a year, the other
class is limited to the same percent of growth. A balance is maintained between the two classes
by ensuring that they increase from revaluation at the same rate.
An assessment limitation percentage is the percent that the taxable value after the allowed
growth should be of the assessed value. It is computed for a class of property by taking the prior
year's taxable value and adding the allowed percent of growth, then dividing the result by the
total of the prior year's assessed value plus the current year's change from revaluation.
With the assessment limitation computation, the taxable value will continue to grow each year
by the allowed percent, even after inflation stops, until it reaches 100% of the assessed value. It
results in a moderating of taxable value increases during periods of increasing assessed valuations and a spreading of taxable value increases into years with little or no growth in assessed
valuations.
An assessment limitation percentage is applied uniformly to each and every assessed value in
the state for a class of property. Even though the state's total taxable value will increase by only
the allowed percent of growth, the resultant taxable values for individual properties will change
by different percentages. This is because their assessed valuations do not change at the same
rate as the state total. Taxpayers whose assessed values have increased by more than the
statewide average will experience net increases in the taxable values that are in excess of the
allowed percent of growth.
The chart, shown on the next page, illustrates the history of assessment limitations dating back
to its origination.
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Taxable values, shown above, are calculated using current rollback figures and assessed values. Credits and exemptions are not figured in. Exact taxable values can be obtained by contacting the County Auditor.
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The charts above represent arms-length transactions as defined by the Iowa Department of Revenue. Some sales that do not meet the
acceptance criteria include: sales between related individuals or corporations; partial interest sales; sales that have terms that result in
extremely large financing adjustments; sales of incomplete or partially assessed structures; sales involving foreclosures, or bankruptcies; sales with excessive or unknown amounts of personal property; sale-leasebacks; government sales, sheriff or tax sales; and
sales of $20,000 or less.
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Sales Ratio Study
The sales ratio study is an important assessment tool used by assessors and Department of Revenue officials to ensure that properties are uniformly assessed based on market value. This analysis utilizes statistical methods to measure the relationship between a property’s assessed value
and its sale price by grouping individual sales according to property type and geographic area.
Each set of sales is evaluated in regards to its average assessment level relative to market value
as well as its degree of variability around the average assessment level. Conclusions about the
overall level and quality of the assessment are derived from these results under the notion that
the set of sales used is representative of all property assessments carried out for that specific
property class by county, township, city, or neighborhood. Assessors regularly use this data to
review an assessment, to plan an assessment, and to identify inequities that need to be addressed. The information is also valuable to taxpayers who use it to facilitate their understanding of the assessment process as it relates to equalization.

What kind of information is the sales ratio study based upon and
how is it used?
The sales ratio study is based upon reliable and relevant data obtained from real estate transactions. This information is gathered from declarations of real estate value. It is carefully screened
and edited to exclude sales that are not arms-length or open market. The acceptable sales are
kept in a database and adjusted for terms and time. Each adjusted sale is compared to the assessor’s estimated market value by having a computer program calculate an individual sale ratio;
that is done by dividing the assessor’s estimated market value by the adjusted sale price. All
individual sale ratios are then sorted by property type and geographic area. They are arranged in
order of magnitude and statistical computations are performed to evaluate the level and quality
of the assessment.

What time frame does the sales ratio study cover?
In Iowa the department of revenue and assessors look at the previous years sales for residential
and back as far as two or three years for commercial sales if necessary. It is used to determine
the level and quality of the assessment for assessment equalization purposes. The sales used are
compared to the assessors current values to determine assessment levels for equalization periods that take place in odd numbered years. In other words, for residential, the 2011 (odd year)
equalization period, sales that occurred between January 1, 2010 and December 31, 2010 are
compared to the January 1, 2010 assessed values for the 2011 sales ratio study. For commercial,
2008 and 2009 sales can also be compared to the 2010 assessed values after time adjustments
are made.

What are some of the reasons for rejecting a sale for use in the sales
ratio study?
Certain sales are rejected for use in the sales ratio study if it is determined during a sales verification that it is not an arms-length transaction or an open market sale. Some sales that do not
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meet the acceptance criteria include: sales between related individuals or corporations; partial
interest sales; sales that have terms that result in extremely large financing adjustments; sales of
incomplete or partially assessed structures; sales involving foreclosures, divorces, or bankruptcies; sales with excessive or unknown amounts of personal property; sale-leasebacks; government sales, sheriff or tax sales; and sales of $20,000 or less.

What types of adjustment are made to sales used in the sales ratio
study?
Sale prices are adjusted to ensure they represent only the value of the real estate under current
market conditions. Adjustments are made for terms of sale and time. When it is known that personal property items such as machinery, equipment, inventories, appliances, and furniture were
included in the sales price then they are deducted. Additionally, a time adjustment is made by
using a ratio trending procedure when it has been observed that the price-level change is systematic and consistent over the time period being tested.

What standards and criterion are applied to the sales ratio study?
The sales ratio study is conducted in accordance with state law, policies, and guidelines recommended by the International Association of Assessing Officers. A few of the most important
standards and criterion used in the sales ratio study include: (1) all arms-length sales that occurred within the study period are used and matched with the assessor’s estimated market value;
(2) residential and commercial classes of property must have median sales ratios between 95%
and 105%; (3) measurements of assessment uniformity will be evaluated based upon the property type and established uniformity parameters.

What indices are produced in the sales ratio study and what meaning do they
have for assessors and taxpayers?
Sale ratio statistics provide several important measures of mass appraisal performance. The median ratio is the preferred measure of central tendency for most sales ratio study applications
because it is easily understood and not affected by extreme ratios. It describes in one simple statistic the overall level at which properties are appraised. An acceptable level of assessment is
achieved when the median ratio falls between 95% and 105%. The coefficient of dispersion
(COD) and the price related differential (PRD) are measures of uniformity that quantify the
quality and uniformity of the assessment. The COD is an index that describes how much variation there is between individual sale ratios and the median ratio. A low index indicates that appraisals are uniform and a high measurement shows that properties are being appraised at inconsistent percentages of market value. The amount of variation that is deemed acceptable varies by property type and location. The PRD is another index that measures assessment biases
regarding high and low value properties. Appraisal uniformity is considered acceptable if it falls
within a specified range, but it is said to be regressive if high value properties are underappraised relative to low value properties or progressive if high value properties are overappraised relative to low value properties.
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2014 RESIDENTIAL SALES
STATISTICS

2014 RESIDENTIAL MAP AREA
STATISTICS

25

26

2014 RESIDENTIAL MAP AREA
STATISTICS

2014 RESIDENTIAL SALE PRICE
STATISTICS
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2014 RESIDENTIAL SALE PRICE
STATISTICS

2014 COMMERCIAL SALES
STATISTICS
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2014 COMMERCIAL MAP AREA
STATISTICS

Property Tax Credits and Exemptions

Business Property Tax Credit
Description: New Iowa Code chapter 426C cr eates a business pr oper ty tax cr edit. One cr edit is available to each
eligible parcel classified and taxed as commercial property, industrial property, or railway property. A parcel that is part
of a “property unit” that is claiming the credit is not eligible for a separate credit
Eligibility: To qualify as a “pr oper ty unit”, the par cels that make up the pr oper ty unit must;
1)be “contiguous”;
2)be located within the same county;
3)have the same property classification;
4)be owned by the same person; and
5)be operated by that person for a common use and purpose
Filing Requirements: Once a claim has been filed and the cr edit is allowed ther e is no need to r e-file the claim as
long as the parcel or property unit continues to qualify for the credit. Application for credit can be obtained from the
assessor’s office.

Iowa Ag Land Credit
Description: This cr edit was established to par tially offset the school tax bur den bor ne by agr icultur al r eal estate.
Current law allows a credit for any general school fund tax in excess of $5.40 per $1,000 of assessed value.
Eligibility: All land used for agr icultur al or hor ticultur al pur poses in tr acts of 10 acr es or mor e and land of less
than 10 acres if contiguous to qualifying land of 10 acres or more.
Filing Requirements: Land owner s ar e not r equir ed to file a claim. The county auditor deter mines the amount of
credit applicable to each tract of land.

Iowa Barn and One-Room School House Property Exemption
Description: Exempts fr om taxation the incr ease in assessed value fr om impr ovements made to bar ns constr ucted
prior to 1937 and one-room school houses.
Filing Requirements: Application must be filed with assessing author ity by Febr uar y 1 of the fir st year the exemption is requested.
Eligibility: The exemption for a bar n continues as long as the str uctur e is used for the stor age of far m pr oducts
or feed or for the housing of farm animals or farm equipment.
The exemption for the school house continues as long as the structure is not used for dwelling purposes and is preserved
as a one-room school house.
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Iowa Computers and Industrial Machinery and Equipment Special Valuation
Description: Computer s and industr ial machiner y and equipment acquir ed after 12/31/93 ar e exempt fr om
tax.
Eligibility: Special valuation applies to all computer s but only to machiner y and equipment classified as industrial real estate.

Iowa Data Center Business Property Exemption
Description: Exemption for cer tain pr oper ty other than land and buildings that is pur chased by a data center business. This includes computers and equipment that are necessary for the maintenance and operation of a data
center business.
Eligibility: The data center business must meet the r equir ements contained in Iowa Code section 423.3 subsection 95.
Filing Requirements: The owner must file an application with the assessor by Febr uar y 1 of the fir st year
the exemption is claimed.

Iowa Disabled and Senior Citizens Property Tax Credit/Rent Reimbursement
Description: Incor por ated into the Homestead Tax Law to pr ovide pr oper ty tax or r ent r elief to elder ly
homeowners and homeowners with disabilities.
Eligibility: Must be 65 or older or totally disabled, and have household income of less than $20,427.
Filing Requirements: A pr oper ty owner must file a claim with the county tr easur er by J une 1 pr eceding the
fiscal year in which the property taxes are due. Renters must file with the Department of Revenue by June 1 to
claim reimbursement for rent paid in the prior calendar year. The director or county treasurer may grant extensions
of time to file.

Iowa Family Farm Land Credit
Description: Cr edit established to par tially offset the school tax bur den bor ne by agr icultur al r eal estate.
Current law allows a credit for any general school fund tax in excess of $5.40 per $1,000 of assessed value.
Eligibility: All land used for agr icultur al or hor ticultur al pur poses in tr acts of 10 acr es or mor e and land of
less than 10 acres if contiguous to qualifying land of more than 10 acres. The owner or designated person must be
actively engaged in farming the land.
Filing Requirements: Claims must be filed with the assessor by November 1. Subsequent claims ar e not r equired if ownership and designated person actively engaged in farming remain the same.
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Iowa Forest and Fruit Tree Reservations Exemption
Description: Pr ovides an exemption for pr oper ty established as a for est or fr uit tr ee reser vation.
Eligibility: For est Reser ve: Minimum of two acr es, with not less than 200 tr ees per acr e. Fr uit Tr ee Reser ve:
Not less than one nor more than 10 acres, with at least 40 apple trees or 70 other fruit trees.
Exemption: 8 year s for fr uit tr ee r eser vations. Neither r eser ve can be used for economic gain other than
raising trees, nor is livestock permitted on the reservation. Must meet the criteria established by the Iowa Department of Natural Resources.
Filing Requirements: Application must be filed with assessor by Febr uar y 1.

Iowa Homestead Credit
Description: Or iginally adopted to encour age home owner ship thr ough pr oper ty tax r elief. The cur r ent
credit is equal to the actual tax levy on the first $4,850 of actual value.
Eligibility: Must own and occupy the pr oper ty as a homestead on J uly 1 of each year , declar e r esidency in
Iowa for income tax purposes and occupy the property for at least six months each year. Persons in the military or
nursing homes who do not occupy the home are also eligible.
Filing Requirements: Claim must be filed on or befor e J uly 1. Claim is allowed for successive year s without
further filing as long as eligible.

Iowa Impoundment Structures Exemption
Description: Pr ovides an exemption for impoundment str uctur es and land under lying an impoundment located outside any incorporated city.
Eligibility: Not developed or used for nonagr icultur al income-producing purposes. Must be approved by Soil
and Water Conservation District commissioners and the Iowa Department of Natural Resources.
Filing Requirements: Application must be filed with the assessor each year no later than Febr uar y 1.

Iowa Industrial Property, Research-Service Facilities, Warehouses, Distribution
Centers and Cattle Facilities Exemption
Description: Value-added exemption to encourage industrial and commercial development. Subject to approval
by city councils and county boards of supervisors.
Eligibility: Par tial exemption for five year s. The per cent var ies each year . Cattle facilities must be owner operated.
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Filing Requirements: Application must be filed with assessor by Febr uar y 1 of the year the value is added.

Iowa Low-Rent Housing Exemption
Description: Pr ovides an exemption for low-rent housing until the original housing development mortgage is
paid in full or expires.
Eligibility: Pr oper ty owned and oper ated or contr olled by a nonpr ofit organization pr oviding low-rent housing for persons at least 62 years old or persons with physical or mental disabilities.
Filing Requirements: Must file an application with the assessor no later than Febr uar y 1. The claim is allowed on the property for successive years without further filing as long as the property is used for purposes specified in the original claim.

Iowa Methane Gas Conversion Property Exemption
Description: Pr omotes envir onmental pur poses.
Eligibility: Pr oper ty must be used in connection or conjunction with a publicly-owned sanitary landfill, or is
property originally placed in service on or after January 1, 2008, or before December 31, 2012.
Filing Requirements: Application must be filed annually with the assessor by Febr uar y 1.

Iowa Military Exemption
Description: Reduces the taxable value of pr oper ty for militar y veter ans.
Eligibility: The amount of exemption var ies. Must own the pr oper ty on J uly 1 of each claim year .
Filing Requirements: A qualified veter an must file a claim with the local assessor by J uly 1. Subsequent
claims need not be filed on the same property.

Iowa Mobile Home Reduced Tax Rate
Description: Enacted as a supplement to the Disabled and Senior Citizens Pr oper ty Tax Cr edit. The objective is to provide mobile, manufactured and modular home owners with equivalent aid.
Eligibility: Must be an Iowa r esident, 23 or older and meet annual household low income r equir ements.
Filing Requirements: On or befor e J une 1 of each year , each mobile, manufactur ed and modular home owner eligible for a reduced tax rate must file a claim with the county treasurer. The county treasurer or the director
may grant an extension of time to file.
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Iowa Native Prairie/Wetlands Exemption
Description: Exemption for land pr eser ved in its natur al condition.
Eligibility: Cannot be used for economic gain. Must be cer tified by the Iowa Department of Natur al Resources.
Filing Requirements: Application must be filed annually with assessor by Febr uar y 1.

Iowa Natural Conservation and Wildlife Areas Exemption
Description: Pr ovides an exemption for r ecr eational lakes, for est cover s, r iver s and str eams, including
banks, and open prairies as designated by the county board of supervisors.
Eligibility: Pr oper ty cannot be used for economic gain. Pr oper ty must be at least two acr es and pr ovide er osion control or wildlife habitat.
Filing Requirements: Application must be filed with the commissioner s of the Soil and Water Conser vation
District by February 1 of the assessment year.

Iowa Pollution Control and Recycling Exemption
Description: Pr ovides an exemption for cer tain pollution contr ol and r ecycling pr oper ty.
Eligibility: Exemption is limited to mar ket value of pr oper ty used pr imar ily for pollution contr ol or r ecycling. Must be certified as eligible by the Iowa Department of Natural Resources.
Filing Requirements: Application must be filed with the assessor no later than Febr uar y 1.

Iowa Religious, Educational and Charitable Property Exemption
Description: Exemption for pr oper ty used for r eligious, education or char itable pur poses.
Eligibility: Cannot be used for pr ofit. Limited to 320 acr es.
Filing Requirements: Application must be filed with assessor by Febr uar y 1. No fur ther application is needed if use remains unchanged.

Iowa Special Assessment Credit
Description: Established in conjunction with the Disabled and Senior Citizens Pr oper ty Tax Cr edit. The
credit gives 100 percent assistance to qualified homeowners who are required to pay special assessments.
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Eligibility: Must be 65 or older or totally disabled, and meet annual household low income r equir ements.
Filing Requirements: The claimant must file a claim with the county tr easur er by September 30 of each
year.
Description: Value added exemption to encour age local business development. Subject to appr oval by city
council or county board of supervisors.

Iowa Speculative Shell Buildings Exemption
Eligibility: Available to community development or ganizations, not-for-profit cooperative associations and forprofit entities. Terminates when building is leased or sold.
Filing Requirements: Application must be filed with the assessor by Febr uar y 1 for each pr oject.

Iowa Urban Revitalization Exemption
Description: Value-added exemption to encourage development in urban areas. Subject to approval of city council
or county board of supervisors.
Eligibility: Must have incr eased the value of the pr oper ty to which added by at least 15% or 10% for r esidential property or the percent established by local officials. The percent and the length of time over which the
exemption applies varies with schedule adopted by local officials.
Filing Requirements: Application must be filed with the assessor by Febr uar y 1 of the year the value is added. An extended filing deadline is provided.

Iowa Value-Added Agricultural Products Exemption
Description: Pr omotes agr icultur al pr oduction.
Eligibility: Applies to fixtur es used for cooking, r efr iger ation or fr eezing of value-added agricultural products.
Filing Requirements: No claim for exemption r equir ed.

Iowa Web Search Portal Exemption
Description: Exemption for cer tain pr oper ty that is pur chased by a Web sear ch por tal business. This includes cooling systems, cooling towers, and other temperature control infrastructure; all power infrastructure for
transformation, distribution or management of electricity used for the maintenance and operation of the Web
search portal, including but not limited to exterior dedicated business-owned substations; back-up power generation systems, battery systems, and related infrastructure; and racking systems, cabling, and trays, which are necessary for the maintenance and operation of the Web search portal.
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Eligibility: The Web sear ch por tal business must meet the r equir ements contained in Iowa Code section
423.3, subsection 92.
Filing Requirements: The owner must file an application with the assessor by Febr uar y 1 of the fir st year
the exemption is claimed.

Iowa Wildlife Habitat Exemption
Description: Exemption for land used to pr ovide wildlife r efuge.
Eligibility: Must be classified as agr icultur al r eal estate; cannot exceed two acr es, and must be cer tified by
the Iowa Department of Natural Resources.
Filing Requirements: Owner must r eceive cer tification from the Iowa Depar tment of Natur al Resour ces,
which must notify the assessor of eligibility.

Iowa Wind Energy Property Exemption
Description: Pr omotes ener gy conser vation. Subject to an or dinance of city councils or county boar ds of
supervisors.
Eligibility: Applies to the net acquisition cost of the wind ener gy conver sion pr oper ty. Exemption: 100% ,
first year, to 70%, last year, over 20 years.
Filing Requirements: Application must be filed with assessor by Febr uar y 1 of the year the value is added.
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Protesting Your Assessed Value
Property owners who disagree with the assessor’s estimate of the market value of their property
should ask themselves, "Could I sell this property for that amount today?" If the answer is yes, then
the value is probably correct. However, every property owner has the right to appeal an assessment.
Remember that your protest and the information you use to support your appeal should be based on
your property’s actual value on the assessment date (January 1).
Property owners may appeal their initial assessments to local boards of review by filing a written protest between April 7 and May 5 of each year. Starting in 2014, this date was expanded one week
(from April 16) to allow taxpayers more time to protest. If May 5th falls on a weekend, the deadline is
extended to the following business day. These boards meet annually in May to consider the protests.
Petition forms to the board of review are available at the local assessor’s office.
For as long as we can remember, the Assessor notified owners of any change in valuation by April 15
and appeal dates were April 16 through May 5. The property tax reform, signed in 2013, changed
these dates to allow taxpayers more time to appeal their assessments. Assessors must now communicate any valuation changes to property owners by April 1 instead of April 15. Property owners can
request an informal review with an assessor from April 1 - May 4. The assessor can then make a recommendation to the Board of Review. The downside of this change is that any change after A pril 1
must go to the Board of Review. If the deadline for informal reviews had been changed to March 1,
changes from the informal process could have been made by the assessor before a mailing instead of
forcing an appeal with the Board of Review.
In a reassessment year a property owner may protest an assessment for one or more of the following
reasons:
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The assessment is not comparable to others with similar properties.



The property is assessed at more than its actual value.



The property is exempt from taxation.



There is an error in the assessment.



The assessment is fraudulent.

Steps
1. Find out What Your Current Assessment Is




Assessment Notices are mailed out before April 1 if there is a change in the value.
Call the Winneshiek County Assessor's office 563-382-5356.
Search the Assessor's web site for your property www.winneshiek.us.

2. File a Petition with the Board of Review To begin the appeals process, you must file a written,
signed protest with your Board of Review.


The petition to the Board of Review is available at the assessors office.



Complete Form - You must specify the reason in your written petition.



The top portion of the form asks for information to identify the property you are protesting.

 Grounds - Your protest must be based on one of the following six reasons authorized by Iowa
Law
1. The assessment is not equitable as compared to similar properties. This is the grounds to use if
you think your assessment is out of line with your neighbors. You should list the neighbor's address and their assessment on the protest form. Using this reason may upset your neighbors. If
you are successful in convincing the Board of Review your neighbors are under assessed compared to your assessment, the Board may resolve the inequity by raising their assessments, not
lowering yours. Remember, the Board of Review must set assessments at market value.
2. The property is assessed for more than the value authorized by law. This is by far the most frequently used ground. It is claiming your property is not worth as much as the assessor says it is.
There are two blanks, the amount of the over assessment and its actual value. However, you
should do more than just claim what it's worth; you should provide evidence that persuades the
Board of Review you are right. Any of the following would be good support for this choice:

An appraisal: attach or provide a copy to the Board as soon as possible.

A copy of a recent sales listing of your property. (If it's less than the assessment.)

A copy of a sales agreement or evidence of a recent sale.

A list of three to five sales of properties comparable to yours that indicate your property
would not sell for the assessment.

Pictures or inspection reports showing deficiencies that may not be obvious from an outside
inspection, such as termite damage or a problem basement wall.
3.
4.

The said property is not assessable, is exempt from taxes or misclassified.
There is an error in the assessment. If the assessor's office has made a mistake in describing
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5.
6.

your property, use this grounds. If for example you have removed your garage and it is still
assessed, file on grounds #4. Minor corrections may not reduce your value.
There is fraud in the assessment. This should be clearly stated.
There has been a change downward since the last assessment. This is only used when there
has been an equalization order issued or protesting on an even year.



Be sure to request an oral hearing in your written protest/petition if you would like to speak to the
Board or Review.
 The protest will not be accepted unless it is signed.
 It is very important to complete the bottom section of the form with your contact information including your mailing address where the notices will be sent and a daytime phone number where
you can be reached by our office if there is a scheduling question.
 If you’re protesting assessments for more than one parcel of property, you will need to complete a
separate form for each parcel.
 You must file (in person) or postmark (in the mail) your petition from April 7 to May 5 for it to
be valid. (There’s an extended period for disaster areas; you can check with your local officials to
find out the deadline. Also, if May 5th falls on a weekend, you can file the following Monday.) Mail
or Deliver form to:
Winneshiek County Assessor
201 West Main
Decorah, IA 52101
3.
The Board of Review Hearing: The Board meets in May to consider assessment protests. It
stays in session as long as it needs to act on all the protests, usually not past May 31st. If you requested an oral hearing in your petition, you can appear before the Board to support your petition.


You will receive written notice of your hearing date from Board of Review.



The Board will send written notice of its decision and the reasons for its decision after the Board
adjourns.
If you’re not happy with the Board of Review’s decision, you can appeal to:




The Property Assessment Appeal Board If dissatisfied with a property assessment appeal board
decision, the decision may then be appealed to the district court. In the alternative, property owners may still file appeals directly with the district court and forego filing with the property assessment appeal board.

5. The assessor also has a right to appeal if they disagree with the Board of Review's decision.
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2014 IOWA
ASSESSSMENT COURT CASES
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If you have any questions regarding the information in this report, Please contact us.
Winneshiek County Assessor’s Office
201 W Main
Decorah, IA 52101
563-382-5356
Or e-mail the Assessor: jalstad@co.winneshiek.ia.us

